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Incident Summary        17 January 2013
 Incident Name: Spartan Stadium 
 Incident Jurisdiction: City of Portsmouth  
 Incident Location: 2020 Charles St. Portsmouth, OH 
 
CST Chemical Biological Radiological, Nuclear and/or High Yield Explosives (CBRNE) 
Findings and Recommendations for 17 January 2013 
 
The 52nd CST identified the following at the Spartan Stadium Incident  

• Sulfur Mustard 
• Ricin 

 
Executive Summary: 52nd CST responded to 2020 Charles St Portsmouth, OH at 0815 on 17 
January 2013 in support of Portsmouth Fire and Police Department. At 0300 hrs on 17 Jan 13 
Portsmouth Police responded to the incident site from a report of hearing gunshots. Upon 
responding and entering the building they encountered one suspect whom was deceased from a 
gun shot wound. The suspect was later identified as Mr. Wart (USPER), a janitor at Portsmouth 
Junior High. The officers identified a lab set-up of an unknown substance. One officer spilled 
some liquid on himself from a lab container; after 40 minutes he started to experience some signs 
and symptoms. He was evacuated to Southern Ohio Medical Center to receive treatment. He is 
expected to make a full recovery with only minor scarring. The CST conducted two entries into 
the building and presumptively identified two hazard in the suspect building.  
 

- Sulfur Mustard: The lab process in room 11 was consistent with Mustard synthesis. A 
sample was taken from the lab and the ALS received a positive hit for sulfur mustard 
using the GCMS.  Mustard has extremely powerful vesicant effects on its victims.  
 

- Ricin: In Room 14 the entry team identified a process consistent with the extraction of 
Ricin Toxin. The entry team took on sample and the ALS received a positive 
identification of ricin using Hand Held Assays (HHA).   

 
Portsmouth Department of Health reported a large influx on Junior High student from 

Portsmouth Junior High School showing up at the Emergency Room (ER) with blisters on the 
buttocks and hands. In addition several students reported to the ER with flu like symptoms that 
are consistent with ricin exposure. Inside the building the entry teams identified several 
documents with information about the Junior High including sports schedules and the lunch 
menu with highlights on 16 Jan 13.  
 
Medical Findings and Recommendations:  The agents presumptively identified through 
analysis, medical testing and symptomology are sulfur mustard and ricin.  Sulfur mustard is a 
vesicant blister agent that shows contact signs of erythema of the skin, itchy water eyes 
progressing to blisters and blepharitis, conjunctivitis and can cause flu like symptoms due to 
inhalation/ingestion.  Sulfur mustard victims are not contagious.  The fluid in the blisters is not 
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mustard and there is no risk of passing the agent.  There is no treatment specific to mustard 
beyond supportive care such as eye drops, vaseline for the eyes, washing the skin and applying 
burn cream as well as calamine lotion.   
 

The second agent ricin is a deadly toxin that causes flu like symptoms through inhalation 
(upper respiratory issues) and ingestion (gastrointestinal complications).  Death is likely with 
minimal exposure in either inhalation or ingestion within 3-5 days.  There is no treatment 
protocol for ricin although supportive care is recommended and airway and intubation efforts 
may be needed.  Those with minor symptomology that survive 3-5 days will most likely recover 
with minimal long term effects.   
 
Final Threat Assessment:   The final threat assessment for the General population is High,  It is 
unclear if the incapicated suspect acted alone, other  potential suspects may still be at large and 
may pose a threat at other community activities.  
 

The final threat assessment for the incident site is Medium. There are several identified 
hazards in the building to include; sulfur mustard and ricin. There is very little hazard to the 
general population from the materials. The building should remain secured to prevent people 
from entering.  
 
Mitigation of Hazard: Recommend all windows and doors to the buildings remain closed and 
the HVAC turned off  until the clean-up is complete. All of the processes and materials should be 
cleaned up by a qualified hazmat disposal team. This material should be handled with caution 
because even small amounts of exposure can be detrimental to the individual’s health. 
Environmental samples should be done for proof of decon and clean-up prior resuming normal 
operations in the buildings.     
 
Information Findings and Recommendations:  52nd CST identified some information of law 
enforcement value in the building. All of the down ragne documents that had a URL address 
listed on the bottom were downloaded and are included in the termination packet. On the chalk 
board as well as the tables there were several statements about protecting Gun Rights and Second 
Amendment rights. Additionally a phone number was written on the chalk board with the label 
William “the boss” Pierce (USPER), 304-539-6221 Area code for Charleston, WV. Below is a 
list of the documents the CST was able to identify:  
 

- Instructions on how to extract ricin (photo pic171036Jan13-13) 
- New York Times Article on Ricin (photo pic171036Jan13-23) 
- Information Sheet on Ricin from MedicinNet.com (photo pic171036Jan13-24) 
- How to Make Ricin (photo pic171036Jan13-25) 
- Portsmouth Junior High School lunch menu with 16 Jan highlighted. (photo 

pic171036Jan13-30) 
- Portsmouth High School sports schedule (photo pic171036Jan13-31) 
- Employee ID of Mr. Wart (photo pic171036Jan13-42) 
- CDC Fact on Sulfur Mustard (photo pic171036Jan13-47) 
- Wikipedia posting on Sulfur Mustard (photo pic171036Jan13-55) 
- Instructions on how to set up the distillation to make Sulfur Muster  
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Strategic Recommendations: Future entries should be made in an minimum type I Tychem® 
suite with a SCBA. The material is contained in the building, in order to maintain this 
equilibrium all the windows and doors should be keep closed until a qualified hazmat team can 
properly remove the material. Information in this packet should be shared between jurisdictions 
and agencies to ensure widest knowledge of operations and threats encountered. 
 
The below signature acknowledges receipt of this binder.  
 
 
 
 
____________________________________________________ 
Incident Commander 
BN Chief Bill Raison  
Portsmouth Fire Department 
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