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PEORIA:  Congressional Medal of Honor recipient
Bring the family to see a genuine American hero:  Lt. Col. Hal Fritz, recipient 
of the Congressional Medal of Honor for his deeds in a horrific firefight in Viet 
Nam, at the Peoria Guns Save Life meeting on November 5th.

Coming to GSL in November

Guns Save Life meetings are a whole lot of fun, and a good time for the entire 
family.  Here, GSL President Bear St. Pierre (center) tries his hand at being 
an auctioneer, raising money by selling a Chicago Bears cap autographed by 
a slew of current and former Bears players.  He’s pictured with former Bear 
John Janata and GSL Chicago regional coordinator Alfreda Keller.

Dedicated to the Memory of Dean Rothermel.  See page 23.

November 2015 
Guns Save Life Meetings

Sangamon County:  • First Monday of the month:  Nov. 2nd, 
Scheels, 3801 S. MacArthur, Springfield, IL. 
Pontiac:  • First Tuesday of the month:  Nov. 3rd, Pontiac VFW Post 
886, 531 W. Lincoln Ave., Pontiac, Illinois 61764
Peoria:  • First Thurs. of the month:  Nov. 5th, Childers Banquet & 
Catering, 3113 Dries Lane, Peoria, IL  61604
Champaign:  • Second Tuesday of month:  Nov. 10th,  Fluid Events, 
601 N. Country Fair Drive, Champaign 
Charleston:  • Second Wed. of the month: Nov. 11th, VFW, 1821 
20th St., Charleston, IL, 61920.  This location dinner begins at 6pm 
Chicago: •	  Last Sunday of the month: Oct. 25th & Nov. 29th, Oak 
Lawn VFW Post 5220, 9514 South 52nd Ave., Oak Lawn, IL 60453.  
Dinner and conversation at this location at 4pm, Meeting at 5:30pm

Dinner, conversation, exhibits at 5:30 p.m.  Meetings at 7 p.m.
Come on out and join us.  Meetings are free and open to public.  

Dinner is optional. 
Good food and good friends. It’s a lot of fun too!

Florida puts armed 
criminals in prison.
Illinois? Not so much
(Guns Save Life) - The Sunshine State 
enjoys the lowest recorded level of fire-
arm violent crime.  Ever.  Florida also 
enjoys high levels of gun ownership, 
with nearly 8.2% of that state’s popula-
tion having some form of carry license.  

What else does Florida have besides 
great beaches, sunshine, and lots of 
good guys carrying guns and record 
low violent gun crimes?

It has a 10-20-Life law when it comes 
to using a firearm in the commission of 
a crime.  In a nutshell, this law imposes 
an additional 10 years in prison for us-
ing a firearm during the commission of 
a violent crime on top of the sentence 
for the crime committed.  If the bad 
actor fires the gun, it’s an additional 20 
years, and if anyone is wounded, it’s 
a minimum 25 year sentence, with an 
option for life.  

What’s more, there’s no early parole 
under 10-20-Life sentence enhance-
ments.

Contrast that with Illinois.

Recently, Chicago Police reported a 
case where three suspects were appre-
hended after opening fire in a park full 
of people.  Two people were wounded.  
Following a high-speed chase, where 
cops say the bad guys pitched two of 
their three guns out of the car, cops 
caught the trio.  The two handguns 
tossed out were recovered, and CPD 
found an AR-15 rifle in the car.

The Cook County State’s Attorney 
charged the three with Aggravated 
Unlawful Use of Weapons, according to 
the Second City Cop blog.  The driver 
picked up a second charge for Aggra-
vated Fleeing and Eluding.  Aggravated 
UUW in Illinois is a Class 4 felony pun-
ishable by 1-3 years in prison.

In Florida, those three would be spend-
ing a minimum of 25 years in prison, 
taking them out of circulation for a 
generation.

Continued on page 8.
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Burma-style highway sign count:  
24 sets, 10 counties, two states.  
500,000+ sightings per day, 182+ million per year

GUNS SAVE LIFE.com

Guns Save Life
Champaign-Urbana, Illinois

James Acklin, candidate for the Republican 
nomination to Illinois’ 102nd District House 
district was at the meeting.  The former 
school superintendent talked about the 
importance of guns in stopping bad people.  
He advocates allowing properly licensed 
and trained school staff to be armed in 
schools. 

Examples of hydrographics brought by 
David Biggerstaff of Wrapped in Ink Hydro-
graphics in Tilton, IL.

David Biggerstaff from Wrapped in Ink 
Hydrographics was our tech time speaker, 
discussing how hydrographics works.

15-year-old Lane Coffee is working his way towards becoming an Eagle Scout.  He ad-
dressed Guns Save Life Champaign’s meeting, discussing his construction of a pair of 
handicapped-friendly hunting blinds to be used at an Illinois Department of Natural Re-
sources state park.  It’s just one project of his Eagle Scout work.

There were lots of questions for Mr. Bigger-
staff after the Champaign GSL meeting.

Mike Stephens won the gun, but all he got 
this night was a lousy sticker!  The shotgun, 
which didn’t make it to the meeting, was still 
awaiting him.  He’s posing here with GSL 
President Eric “Bear” St. Pierre.

Guns Save Life long-time member and Di-
rector Dean Rothermel is pictured here from 
our June 2015 Champaign meeting.  His 
wife Sharon is looking over his shoulder.  
Dean passed away on September 30th.  
We’ll have a short memorial service at next 
month’s Champaign meeting.

October 13, 2015
Meeting Notes by Adrienne Logue

Bear St. Pierre began the meeting with the 
Pledge of Allegiance followed by a prayer.  
First time attendees were introduced and 
made welcome.  

John Boch gave an Executive Director’s 
Report.  

Bear St. Pierre - President’s Report
Our dear friend and member of the board of 
directors of Guns Save Life, Dean Rother-
mel, passed away September 30th after a 
difficult fight with cancer.  He was a young 
60 years of age.  His dear wife, Sharon 
and countless family and friends mourn his 
loss.  A dedicated patriot for gun rights and 
our country, this kind man will be greatly 
missed.

Election of Directors will be taking place 
next month at the November Champaign 
meeting. Pete Wheeler is returning as a 
present director and new to the board are 
Tammy Dash, John Olden, Joel Gain.  If 
anyone else wants to be on the list for elec-
tions, we’ll hold the meeting next month so 
please contact David Pike to be added to 
the ballot.

Bear had a successful couple weeks hunt-
ing with CTO Youth.  He taught the young 
men how to hunt, dress and prepare the 
game as well as inspiring their souls with 
Christ.  CTO also held the Sportsmen’s 
Night at Fluid Events on October 14th 
featuring special guest Nic DiFilippo, who 
films several hunting and outdoors shows 
on television. 

HOOAH Golf Outing -Wendy Boch 
Wendy thanked GSL for advertising, 
volunteering and all the extras.  The Deer 
Hunt for Heroes Golf Outing and Banquet 
were a big success raising over $10,000 for 
HOOAH’s soldiers.

Many GSL members stepped up to help 
like Dave Martin that raised $500 from a 
Veterans Thank You Run, also big thanks 
to Terry Fields and her fellow Sew Happy 
Hearts quilters guild that made and donated 
several beautiful quilts that were raffled off 
at the event.  An anonymous donation from 
GSL member sponsored a hole.  James 
Kirk, Big R in Pontiac, and Smiley’s Guns 
in Bloomington donated guns as well as 
South Post Guns.  Terry Riccolo donated 
cutting boards and pens for soldiers. Jackie 
Gragson, coordinator of GSL Pontiac, was 
a lifesaving volunteer at the event.  South 
Post Guns donated a crossbow. Thanks to 
Ashlyn, Hollianne and Olivia Logue for mak-
ing125 paracord key chains, and the Logue 
and Morton families who volunteered at the 
event.  Thanks also to the sponsor families; 
the Huffingtons and Gaithers, John Boch 
and Pat Lund. and the Pontiac Elks Club 
Golf Course. Already 80% of hole sponsors 
have committed for next year. Wendy was 
thanking everyone faster than I could type 
so I apologize if I left out some important 
people.  The Annual HOOAH Deer Camp is 
November 2-8th and needs volunteers.  For 
more info see www.hooahdeerhuntforhe-
roes.com.

Upcoming Events
Brandon Thomas spoke for Champaign 
Cops for Kids about a raffle featuring an 
AR-15 and three other firearms, drawing is 
Dec. 8th at the Champaign GSL meeting.

Jim Brown told us about the Nov 7-8th 
Honor Flight Charity 2-gun match by ARMA 
Dynamics and the Wildcat Valley Rifle & 
Pistol Club at Brookston IN. All proceeds 
go to the Veteran’s Honor Flight.  Another 
event GSL members might find interesting 
is an IDPA Carbine Match at Atlanta Con-
servation Club, IN, on  Nov 15.    

Larry Pasquale thanked GSL for another 
corporate sponsorship for the Myron Deck-
ard Fund. He also promoted the Danville 
Rifle and Pistol 3-gun match Oct. 17th, and 
each third Saturday.  

Tammy Dash said Dewitt Sportsman Club is 
hosting annual Zombie Shoot on Saturday 
Oct 24th. Pistol range is 7 yards, rifle range 
25 yards.  Lunch by Black Kettle Catering. 

Political Guest
Jim Acklin is running in the Republican 
primary for State Representative in District 
102.  to replace the retiring Adam Brown, 
and needs your petitions. He is non-politi-
cian, NRA member, concealed carrier who 
believes teachers/administrators should 
be able to carry in schools and wants to 
represent the sheepdogs, not the sheep. 
[In another room at the same time as our 
meeting, Bernie Sanders supporters were 
having a debate watching party.] John Boch 
commented that the sheep are in the other 
room at the Bernie Sanders gathering.  

Main Speaker: Lane Coffee - Local Eagle 
Scout
Lane is a 14 year old boy scout for Troup 
#225 working towards becoming an Eagle 
Scout. To attain that honorable ranking, he 
decided to build blinds for handicap hunters 
as his community service project.   The 
industrious youth built two blinds in a day 
(see Whitetails Unlimited Illini Chapter for 
pics)!  Lane thinks we can all give back to 
our community. Handicap hunt in Mascou-
tah camp ground near Clinton, helps physi-
cally and mentally disabled kids and adults.  
If you know someone that needs a hunting 
blind contact Lane. 
  
Tech Time: Wrapped in Ink Hydrograph-
ics - David Biggerstaff
His company does water transfer printing 
or camo dipping designed for 3D objects.  
Every print starts with a film transfer of a 
chosen design. The ink is on the film, the 
items are cleaned and prepped and dipped. 
Timing is essential for the ink to be warm 
enough to transfer to the object.  He can do 
guns, canes, bottles, etc.  He has a special 
offer for GSL members.  Biggerstaff also 
has an FFL if you’d like to buy a gun with 
the hydrographics.  You can expect about 
two weeks processing time and the compa-
ny buys the prints, it does not make them, 
so if a customer has a special print request 
they might be able to match it.  The ducks 
will never know if you use a generic print, 
says Biggerstaff.  For more information, call 
(217) 427-5568 or www.wrappedinink.org .  

After the door prizes, the final event of the 
evening was the gun drawing.  Congratula-
tions, Mike Stephens.  
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URBANA AMERICAN 
LEGION POST 71

and
SONS OF 

AMERICAN LEGION
SQUADRON 71

Supporting Our Troops &
Our 2nd Amendment Rights

Urbana American Legion Post 71
107 N. Broadway Ave.

Urbana, IL 61801
(217)367-3121

Open Daily 10 am to 2 am. 
THE PUBLIC IS WELCOME!

$100.00 off Banquet rental for GSL members.

by John Boch
Guns Save Life’s Executive Director
The news of late has been about all of the 
campus violent attacks by lunatics with 
guns.  They are “Gun Free Zone” kill-
ing sprees.  In Oregon, the victims’ blood 
wasn’t even dry, and the usual suspects are 
already ignoring this latest failure of gun 
control in calling for more of the same.  

Ironically, Oregon allows campus carry, but 
this college chose to be “gun free”.  What’s 
more, they chose have unarmed secu-
rity.  Those college rules kept good guys 
on campus, even veterans with concealed 
carry licenses, disarmed.  Former soldiers 
were eager to go after this guy, even un-
armed.

What’s worse:  The killer reloaded twice 
from his backpack and nobody went after 
him.  The students were all frozen in fear.   
The Left has “educated” Americans not to 
resist for generations.  “Just give them what 
they want!” they say.  These same Leftists 
attack critics of that failed mindset as “blam-

ing the victims”.  

Well?  Don’t be a victim:  Fight back.  
Resist.  And carry your gun.

Interestingly enough, at the would-be spree 
killing at Northern Arizona University:  A 
bunch of guys swarmed a would-be killer, 
keeping the fatalities to one.  Again, cam-
pus carry is legal in Arizona, but this college 
chose to be “gun free”.  The difference 
here:  good guys swarmed the killer.  

Illinois legislative update.   Good news!  
We’ve had two Illinois State Senators at 
GSL meetings this month, and both expect 
the World Shooting Complex at Sparta to 
likely be re-opened after the budget stale-
mate ends.

Sangamon County - the latest addition 
to the Guns Save Life family had a great 
meeting.   Over 80 were in attendance, and 
it was standing room only.  We’ll be hold-
ing future meetings at the Scheels store 
in Springfield.  Get there an hour or two 
early...  there’s a LOT to see in that store.
 
It’s been a big month for Guns Save Life 
wins.  Wendy and I attended the HOOAH 
Deer Hunt for Heroes “Golfing for Heroes” 
fundraiser.  It was a smashing success, 
tripling last year’s net and setting the group 
up for even greater success next year.  GSL 
members were everywhere, for a great 
cause helping soldiers slated to return to 
the civilian world because of combat-related 
injuries.

ISRA has lined up four new locations in 

Chicago for grassroots meetings.  For more 
information, visit the GSL or ISRA websites.  
Furthermore, Guns Save Life likes the Il-
linois State Rifle Association and we wish 
them well at what they do and eagerly stand 
ready to work with them towards shared 
goals.  Anyone that tells you otherwise is 
no friend of gun rights or they have ulterior 
motives.

Chicagoland Criminal Violence.  It’s insane.  
Over two thousand people shot.  Over 400 
homicides.  Why?  Drive-by shooters that 
wound two in Chicago are charged with 
a class 4 felony, which translates into1-3 
years in prison.  In Florida, they have 
10-20-life.  You would someone using a fire-
arm, that’s a minimum of 25 years in prison 
- no probation, no parole.  Florida has the 
LOWEST firearm violent crime rate (“gun 
crime”) in that state’s history.

Another example:  A video on YouTube 
shows a female taking shots at people on 
a busy street in Chicago.  She was identi-
fied and charged with a misdemeanor.  In 
Florida, she’d be gone for a generation - 20 
years.  The contrast between how Illinois 
treats violent criminals and how Florida 
disposes of them is stark.

Be sure to visit the Guns Save Life web-
site!  Leave comments.  There’s information 
there about free hunting opportunities for 
young people, the latest in news and cur-
rent events (see the video just put up) and 
much more.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT DINNER BELL!

Chicago’s dropping 
$250k on gun buybacks.
We’ll be there.
by John Boch
Got unwanted guns?

We do.

They are unwanted because they are 
broken down junk and we love trading 
junk for perfectly good cash – especially 
if they cash comes from the City of Chi-
cago’s coffers!

That’s right:  Chicago is once more 
looking for unwanted guns and they’ll 
buy them, even broken down junk, for 
perfectly good cash (well, pre-paid credit 
cards).

For the first time in three years, Chicago 
will be underwriting a new round of gun 
buybacks, done by local churches in the 
coming weeks.  This is thanks to Mayor 
Rahm Emanuel diverting $250,000 to 
fund the symbolic effort to get unwanted 
guns off the streets and reduce violent 
crime in Chicago.
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Complete Auto Repair
Family Owned & Operated

Tires, brakes, starters, 
alternators, computer 
diagnostics, exhaust, 

transmission, scheduled 
maintenance, oil changes & 

more

Urbana
217 384-5593

212 N. Vine Street
(in schnuck’s plaza)

St. Joseph
217 469-6224

221 E. Warren
(Main & Warren)

10% Discount to GSL Members

Central Illinois’ Largest
GUN AUCTIONS

2601 Lakeland Blvd., Mattoon, IL 

Also, consignment and estate auctions.  Consignments welcome! 
Complete listings & photos at www.bauerauction.com

Next big gun auction:  July 20th, 2014
Ron Baker FFL  (217) 273-5056
Bauer Auction (217) 259-5956

Lic. #440000242  

GSL Board of Directors  
Meeting Notes
August 26, 2015 

ATTENDEES:  Larry Shurbet, Treasurer; Tammy 
Williams, Executive Secretary; Bob Holland; 
David Pike, Immediate Past President; Adrienne 
Logue, Vice President; Troy Hinds, Speaker Co-
ordinator; Peter Wheeler; John Boch, Executive 
Director; Eric St. Pierre, President; Bill Harrison; 
Rachel Puckett, Sign Coordinator; Steve Schnur-
busch; Lois Morton, Corporate Secretary

Meeting was called to order by President Bear at 
6:05pm; a quorum was in attendance.  

Larry made a motion to approve the July BOD 
minutes; seconded by Adrienne; approved.  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT:  John pre-
sented the latest draft of a proposed fundrais-
ing letter to be forwarded to all GSL members.  
Discussion ensued regarding what GSL can/can’t 
do regarding fundraising correspondence to the 
membership.  

GunNews at High Caliber: High Caliber would 
like the GSL distributors to pick up the bundles 
soon after printing, as they are taking up usable 
space in their lobby area.  Discussion regarding 
decreasing printing to 20000 copies from 22,000, 
and how to communicate with GunNews distribu-
tors: the consensus is to try to capture emails 
to inform distributor by e-mail when the paper 
arrives at High Caliber.  

Tim Hortberg has volunteered to assist with 
GunNews layout; John is looking for volunteers 
to write up notes for the monthly meetings in 
Pontiac and Chicago.  

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY:  Tammy is research-
ing what GSL can do regarding fundraising, as 
GSL is a non-profit organization (501 C7, for tax 

purposes); Tammy, Bear and Larry will be work-
ing on the budget.  

PRESIDENT REPORT:  Bear reported several 
vacancies on the BOD:  Mindy Gardner has 
resigned; John Gahm has resigned; George Irick 
has resigned.  Bear appointed Rachel Puckett to 
take Mindy’s position; Kay Davis was appointed 
as a director for Pontiac.  A nominating commit-
tee was appointed: David Pike, Adrienne Logue 
and Bob Holland.  David Pike made a motion to 
officially remove the names of Dave Clark and 
Kent Metzger from the BOD; seconded by Troy; 
approved.  

VICE PRESIDENT REPORT:  Adrienne reported 
that the GSL Youth Night is set for the September 
8, 2015 meeting.  John Boch has donated am-
munition and an Appleseed training weekend for 
the Youth Night drawing.  

TREASURER REPORT:  Larry sent out the finan-
cial statements regarding expenses and income.  

AREA MEETING REPORTS:
Chicago: reduced attendance because of a 
change in meeting date
Pontiac: great meeting reported by John Boch
Peoria: Steve reports a good meeting
Champaign: Good meeting
Charleston: Bill reported a good meeting with 

60 in attendance; The Johnson Law Group will 
speak at the September meeting; Chief AJ will 
speak in October; dinner will begin at 6:00pm, 
instead of 5:30pm

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Speaker Committee:  Troy reported that he has 
just a few speaker slots to fill for October and 
November meetings.  

Sign Committee:  Rachel reports that she and 
John Naese will go to Dean’s house to pick up 
signage materials; she also reports that she has 
a group of people who will assist with repairs and 
maintenance of the GSL signs.  

Trade Shows:  Tammy and Jim will attend trade 
shows in Bloomington and Belleville in August 
and September; next shows in October and 
November.  

OLD BUSINESS:
Membership brochure is still being worked on; 
White Tails gave GSL $1000 to be used at its 
discretion; GSL has received requests for grants 
from HOOAH, Women in the Outdoors, CTO 
and Pheasants Forever/Young Guns.  HOOAH’s 
request is for $1000 for a sponsorship; Darnall’s 
NRA Youth Camp requested $500 as a sponsor-
ship.  

Adrienne made a motion to give John Boch $250 
as reimbursement for donating the ammunition 
requested by Women in the Outdoors in lieu 
of us sending them money to buy ammunition; 
seconded by Pete; approved.  

Adrienne made a motion to give $500 to HOOAH; 
seconded by Pete, approved .  

Motion to adjourn by Troy; seconded by Pete; 
approved.  Meeting adjourned at 9:00pm.  
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Guns Save Life 

Charleston!

Liberty Guns  
“We have expanded!”

307 East Second Street * Homer, IL
217 896-8024

e-mail:  drothermel at gunssavelife.com
Tues. through Fri. 2p-5p, Sat. 10-5p. 

Area’s largest Pro-Shot dealer since 1987.

Full-line gun shop
* Reloading supplies & equipment.
* New, used, consignments wel-
come.
* We’ve got ammo.  
* Now offering Internet sales of 
your consignments.
* Did we mention guns?  We’ve 
got ‘em and special orders are 
welcome.

In Homer on Route 49, turn east at 
the Marathon station and go 1 1/2 
blocks.  We’re on the south side of 

the road.  
Next door to the American Legion.  

Ammo is coming back!
400+ guns in stock!

Lots of Rugers, Glocks and 
Springfield Armory pistols in stock.

Come see our growing retail space!

Come see us!

Meeting notes by Bill Harrison 
The monthly meeting of GSL in Charleston 
was held at the Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Post 1592 on Wednesday, October 14, 
2015.  

Approximately 50 attendees were present 
to enjoy a fine meal catered by Country 
Catering as well as some very interesting 
presentations.  The meeting was called 
to order at 7:00 PM by GSL Site Co-
coordinator, Bill Harrison, who led the 
audience in the Pledge of Allegiance. There 
were about 10 first time GSL meeting 
attendees who were welcomed as they 
introduced themselves.  All veterans 
present were asked to raise their hands to 
be recognized.  Everyone whose hand was 
not raised was then asked to thank them 
and give them a round of applause for their 
service.

Shortly prior to the meeting, I received a 
phone call from a reporter from Eastern 
Illinois University’s WEIU TV station.  
She asked if she could attend, record 
the meeting and interview someone.  Of 
course, I said absolutely!  She arrived and 
did all of the above, culminating with an 
taped interview of Chief AJ who had been 
our main speaker for the evening, and then 
spoke with Justin and I.  She indicated that 
the coverage would be shown on WEIU TV 
at 5:30 on Thursday evening.

Main Speaker
The main speaker for the evening was 
Chief AJ from Tuscola, a Guinness Record 
Book holder for having shot 40,060 thrown 
blocks without a miss. He accomplished 
this feat with a modified Ruger 10/22 on 
20 Apr 2012 while still a youngster, only 75 
years old.  His activities support both target 
shooting and hunting for the young and 
old(er). He has introduced young women to 
shooting clay pigeons with a BB gun. With 
a rifle, he has killed a running Antelope. 
Using his invention of the Sling Bow, he has 
killed a running wild hog at 35 yards and 
he visited his daughter in Alaska where he 
killed a grizzly bear. He has also taken a 
moose, noting that his 32” arrow had 24” 
penetration.

He has appeared on the show “Top Shot” 
for a sling shot tournament. 

When asked if there were any questions, 
several persons responded.
He responded that the speed of an arrow 
he shot from his Sling Bow could reach 185 
fps, which would compare to one shot from 
a 60# Long Bow.  He prefers using a Muzzy 
Cut On Contact broadhead on his hunting 
arrows.  He also responded that a Sling 

Bow could potentially be easier for some 
with lesser strength to use simply by using 
lower resistance surgical tubing.  He uses 
50#, but down to 16# could also be used.

He reported that it is now legal in 30 states 
to hunt with a Sling Bow, including Alaska.
He responded that he could shoot a second 
arrow within about 25 to 30 seconds.

Being of Native American heritage 
(Monomonee Tribe), he explained that after 
he had downed the Grizzly, he followed 
the Native American tradition of offering 
the bear a last meal, before he “sent it off”, 
which was a way to show respect to the 
animal, and not to just treat it like a trophy 
kill.  

The Chief explained that he did not 
come to our meeting to speak to “Middle 
Class” persons, which is how we are 
currently being classified by our country’s 
administration, but rather to American 
Citizens, to which he received an applause. 

Tech Time
Justin Bawcum demonstrated some 
different types of bandages which are 
available for treatment of gunshot wounds 
or any other blood rendering injury.

Door Prizes & Drawings
Numerous nice items were given away 
for door prizes, including flashlights, an 
ammo box, pocket knives, pepper spray & 
more. The first prize selected was a Fred 
Flintstone wrist watch – not New, but In 
Box!

Our WEIU reporter guest was asked to 
draw the tickets from the tumbler for the 
main prizes.  

Ken Warren from Charleston held the 
matching ticket for the drawing for the 12 
GA Remington Express Combo Shotgun.

A supplemental drawing was made to give 
away a Sling Bow which Chief AJ had been 
gracious enough to donate.  Scott Hood 
from Ashmore held the winning ticket for 
that.

An additional supplemental drawing was 
made to give away the choice of an NRA 
range bag, a pocket knife or a $10 discount 
coupon from Cabelas.  Robert Oliver had 
the winning ticket, and selected the Cabelas 
coupon.

Coming up
Our next meeting will be held at the 
Charleston VFW on Veterans Day, 
November 11 and there will again be door 
prizes and a drawing for a Walther P22 
AND a 555 round brick of Winchester .22 
HP ammo, obtained from Town & Country 
Trading Post in Mattoon, IL.

A special program will be conducted to 
recognize our military veterans.  

Robert Oliver, left, won the Cabela’s gift card; Ken Warren, center, won the Remington 
Express Combo shotgun.  Bill Harrison, Charleston GSL Co-Coordinator, on the right.  
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Sangamon County
Guns Save Life

Standing room only for Senator Sam McCann!

Wendy won the Canik TP9SA!
Wendy Boch won the Canik TP9SA at 
the first Sangamon County GSL meet-
ing October 5th.  She wasn’t present (her 
hubby put her name on some of the tickets 
he bought), but was pleasantly surprised.  
She’s pictured with longtime Sangamon 
County Rifle Association member Phil Davis 
at Birds and Brooks.  

Republican Party.  Most recently, it’s over 
his refusal to endorse Republican in name 
only Senator Mark Kirk in his doomed re-
election race.

McCann saluted the local gun rights activ-
ists for their work as well, and he had 
high praise for Guns Save Life.  He talked 
at length about the budget stalemate in 
Springfield and how it’s hurt lots of folks.  
McCann noted that right now, it’s pretty 
much in Governor Rauner and House 
Speaker Madigan’s hands to come to a 
compromise deal.  

Members asked him about the World 
Shooting Complex in Sparta, IL.  The nearly 
$50 million facility closed September 1st.  
The Senator believes it will re-open when a 
budget deal is reached.

John Boch delivered a quick and dirty tech 
time, showing off the ubiquitous Glock pistol 
and giving a bit of history about the gun 
and its different “generations” and showing 
examples of all but the first.  

Mr. Boch asked for those interested in 
serving as the interim coordinator for the 
SCGSL chapter and Anthony Bellin raised 
his hand.  He’s a newcomer, but he’s al-
ready working tirelessly.

Anthony Bellin, Interim Coordinator
217 622-3579
adb3579@gmail.com 

Other members volunteering to serve on 
the leadership committee / steering commit-
tee include:  Jay Ater, Nyssa Woods, Karen 
Davison, Phil Davis, Tim Hortberg and Jeff 
Shuck.  There is still room for additional 
help on the leadership team.  If you’re inter-
ested, contact Mr. Bellin.

We’ll hold elections among SCGSL at-
tendees for a regional coordinator at the 
January or February meeting. 

Wendy Boch was drawn as the winner of 
the Canik TP9SA provided by Birds and 
Brooks in Springfield.  Congrats Wendy!

Audience members spoke about a couple 
of local shooting facilities and shooting 
opportunities before we adjourned for the 
evening.  Thanks all who attended!  We’ll 
see you next month.

Inaugural meeting!

To unexpected applause, Guns Save Life’s 
Executive Director John Boch called the 
inaugural meeting of the Sangamon County 
chapter of Guns Save Life to order at the 
Hibachi Grill Supreme Buffet in Springfield 
on Monday, October 5th.

The location was far 
from ideal, but we 
made lemonade as 
best we could out 
of the Knights of 
Columbus’ 24-hour 
notice that they 
would be unable 
to host our regular 
monthly meeting.  
Sangamon County 
Rifle Association 
thanks them for 
their past service.  

Guns Save Life has 
secured Scheels megastore in Springfield 
for future Guns Save Life meetings.

We skipped the usual introduction of new-

comers as we were all “newcomers” for the 
newest Guns Save Life regional meeting.

Mr. Boch thanked the SCRA members for 
voting to roll their organization into Guns 
Save Life and lauded their work promoting 
gun rights in Illinois’ capital city.  Sanga-
mon County gun owners are quite active at 
helping to distribute thousands of copies of 
GunNews throughout Central Illinois, and 
for their yeoman’s work at the Illinois Gun 
Owners Lobby Day each year, helping to 
make that event such a huge success.

He then delivered his Executive Director’s 
notes (see elsewhere in this issue), and the 
introduced our very first featured speaker, 
the Honorable State Senator (and Guns 
Save Life member) Sam McCann.

Sam McCann’s not your usual political 
animal.  He’s a working man (carpenter/
builder) who was elected to the Illinois 

State Senate a few years ago.  He’s one of 
us and because of his staunch conserva-
tive principles and values, he continues 
to face criticism from some in the Illinois 

Speakers:  

History Comes to Life!
Carl Greenwood (Korea)
Vince Speranza (World War II)

Bring your kids and grandkids for this op-
portunity to hear about history from people 
who were there.  

Dinner and conversation: 5pm
Meeting business:  7pm

Scheels
3801 S. MacArthur Blvd.

Springfield, IL 62711

Bring your appetite – there’s food!  Din-
ner will be Pulled Pork sandwich, a side 
and drink for $6.99 at the Scheels cafeteria.  
Folks can order off the menu if pulled pork 
isn’t your thing.

The gun:  the hard-to-find Keltec PMR-30 
pistol.  30 rounds of .22 mag in your hand!  
It can be yours for a single $5 ticket.

Sangamon County GSL
November 2, 2015 Meeting
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Now teaching 
Illinois Concealed Carry

Call or see our web site for details 
and course registration materials.

Illinois-approved Concealed Carry classes | NRA Basic Pistol | Florida Non-Resident Conceal & Carry  
We Do Private Classes for Groups or Individuals.  Call for Details!

Your Certified Training Professionals!  Call us at 217 960-3070.

www.SafetysOn.com

Next Scheduled Classes:  Springfield, IL.  October 24th & 25th, and November 21st & 22nd

We hope everyone has a safe holiday season 
this year that is filled with love, joy and 
happiness.

As our gift to you, Safety’s On is pleased to 
announce special pricing on training from now 
until 2016 !

Purchase (2) 16-Hour training classes and get 
the 2nd one 50% off !  Thats $300 for 2 people, 
a savings of $100 ! (You’re Welcome !)

Bring your wife, bring your husband, bring a 
friend or other loved one at a reduced price.

At this special rate, reservations will fill up 
quickly so reserve your training now !

(2) Classes must be purchased at the same time 
for this special pricing.

Please see our website or call us for more 
details !

GIFT CERTIFICATES NOW AVAILABLE, 
JUST IN TIME FOR CHRISTMAS !

Give the ultimate gift this year, safety and 
protection for you and your loved ones.

Truly a gift that will keep on giving for a 
lifetime.

All gift certificates purchased will be able to 
take full advantage of the holiday buy 2 get 1 
50% off pricing we have from now until the 

end of the year.

Please see our website or call us for more 
details!

Safety’s On would like to thank all of or 
students for choosing to be a part of the 

Safety’s On Family.

We have been blessed in 2015 and we have 
you, our brothers and sisters in arms to thank 

for it.

SCHOLARSHIP 
OPPORTUNITIES
Safety’s On Firearms Training, Inc. is com-
mitted to the safety of our community with 
a high regard to our future generations. With 
this in mind we are happy to announce the 
“single mother” scholarship!

If you would like to take the IL conceal carry 
course FREE of charge and you are the first 
and last line of defense for your children 
please contact us by email at info@safetyson.
com with a short explanation of your situa-
tion and why you think you should be consid-
ered for a scholarship.

We welcome all scholarship requests. For 
those that are accepted by Safety’s On, a 
member of our staff will be in touch with the 
scholarship recipients to gather additional 
necessary information. 

Please make sure to provide your contact 
information in your request for consideration.
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It’s not just Chicago.

Trayvon Owens.

Meet Trayvon Owens from Bloomington, IL.

He was charged with armed robbery, home 
invasion with a firearm and home invasion 
with a dangerous weapon and aggravated 
robbery with a firearm reference an August 
2013 home invasion in Normal, IL.

He pled down to aggravated robbery with a 
firearm and was sentenced to four years in 
prison - for an armed home invasion where 
he threatened to shoot a man in the head.

Trayvon Owens spent five months in the 
Illinois Department of Corrections before he 
was released.

Five months in prison for armed home inva-
sion.  

Pull that same crime in Florida, it would 
be a minimum of 154.5 months in prison 
without release - basically 13 years thanks 
to the 10-20-Life law.  

It’s not a gun problem.

Illinois doesn’t have a gun problem.  It has a 
criminal justice problem.

Illinois doesn’t have to issue a million and a 
half carry licenses to enjoy Florida-like re-
sults lowering violent firearm-related crime.   

If we want to put an end to senseless vio-
lence in Chicago and other cities in Illinois, 
then we must start putting violent criminal 
predators in prison for an extended period 
of time without early release.

Sure, it will cost money, but what is the cost 
of the lives lost to murderous criminals?  
What is the cost of the publicity of dozens 
shot and a half-dozen or more murdered 
every weekend in Chicago.

Going after Illinois gun owners - some of 
the most law-abiding residents in our state 
- with new gun restrictions and regulations 
won’t make anyone safer.  If we’re not tak-
ing violent criminals out of circulation, we 
won’t see a meaningful reduction in violent 
crime and safer families.  Taking guns out of 
the hands of the law-abiding will only make 
crime more plentiful.

Spending a few months in an air condi-
tioned cell in the Illinois Department of Cor-
rections isn’t a deterrence to Illinois’ criminal 
class.

Until we change that, there won’t be any ap-
preciable change in our violent crime rates 
in Illinois.

FLORIDA puts armed criminals in prison
ILLINOIS?  Not so much
Continued from front page.

Extra Special Snowflakes

“Firearms are no longer a 
hobby of mine”
by Michael Pusateri
(medium.com) – Today I went to my lo-
cal police station and asked for them to 
take my guns and have them destroyed.

…Last week, I sat in a hotel room and 
watched the President talk about the 
latest mass shooting and how they had 
become routine and the concern that 
nothing would change. I started to shrug 
it off and pretend in my mind that there 
was nothing I could do. But the idea that 
gun culture doesn’t bear some responsi-
bility for these killings didn’t make sense 
to me. I didn’t want to be a part of gun 
culture anymore.

“Cocks not Glocks”
Austin, TX (Houston Chronicle) – Hun-
dreds of students at the University of Tex-
as at Austin will protest a new law that 
will allow more guns on campus not with 
signs or sit-ins, but by “strapping gigantic 
swinging dildos to our backpacks.”

Their mantra? #CocksNotGlocks

Jessica Jin, who set up the “Campus 
(DILDO) Carry” event on Facebook…

“‘You’re carrying a gun to class? Yeah 
well I’m carrying a HUGE DILDO,’” Jin 
says in the group’s description. “Just 
about as effective at protecting us from 
sociopathic shooters, but much safer for 
recreational play.”

[Editor’s note:  Out of over 1.5 million 
college students in Texas, “hundreds” will 
protest?  Even if they get two hundred to 
show up and protest, that will represent 
.013% of the total college student popu-
lation in Texas.]

Champaign, IL “National Day of Action” event 
turns up three people. Briefly.
Champaign, IL (Guns Save Life) - Moms Demand Action’s Illinois Chapter is a farce.

They experienced epic fail with their September 10th “National Day of Action” event 
in Champaign, IL, right in the heart of Guns Save Life country.

The Demanding Moms pimped the event with the help of a local TV station.  WCIA 
in Champaign gave them a good deal of valuable airtime to air their propaganda un-
challenged, urging viewers to come out on September 10th’s big event – right there 
at the TV station’s offices.

Three die-hard extremists showed up briefly…  The “National Day of Action” had 
all the energy of a diabetic coma, both in Champaign, and at other venues across 
America.

For breaking gun news and cutting-edge 
commentary, be sure to visit 
GunsSaveLife.com 

often, and leave comments on the stories.  
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DAVE’S 
TRADING POST

333 DERBY STREET
PEKIN, IL

309-353-7522
BUY-SELL-

TRADE 
GUNS, NEW 
AND USED

LARGE 
VARIETY OF 
RELOADING 

COMPONENTS

Over 800 Guns in Inventory!

January 15th, 16th & 17th

Thursday October 1, 2015
Meeting Notes by Steve Schnurbusch

Main Speaker 
Chief AJ
Slingbows and World Records

Central Illinois’s own Chief AJ was the 
night’s featured speaker.  The Chief shared 
various life experiences to illustrate his 
themes of belief in America and in Ameri-
cans as well as upward mobility.

Chief AJ showed off his Sling Bow inven-
tion and told many tales of its development 
and introduction to the public.  Most notably 
he took a Wall Street Journal reporter on a 
bear hunt to display the tool’s effectiveness.

He recounted the time in 1987 when he 
used a Ruger 10/22 to set a record involv-
ing shooting thousands of targets thrown 
into the air.  The feat was featured on the 
cover of Guns magazine.  This attention 
led to several opportunities including doing 

Guns Save Life 

Peoria!

More than 60 attended our October Peoria meeting.  If you miss a meeting, you miss a lot!  

custom work on people’s rifles.

The Chief was truly one of our best speak-
ers and his humor and enthusiasm are 
things that this recap cannot fully convey.  
Make sure to go out and hear him at any 
event he may be at in the future.

John Boch won the Kel-Tec .380 pistol and 
Rick Tieken won the case of shotgun shells.

Don’t Miss November’s Meeting! 
Be sure to come to the meeting in No-
vember and bring some friends.  We are 
honored to have as our speaker Lt. Col. Hal 
Fritz who earned the Congressional Medal 
of Honor in Vietnam.  His presentation is 
titled American Service Veterans—Truth or 
Consequences.

Thursday November 5, 2015 Lineup
Speaker:  Lt. Col. Hal Fritz 

Congressional Medal of Honor
Tech Time:  TBD

Drawing:  Palmetto State Armory 
Mid-Length AR Kit

Menu:  Traditional Thanksgiving Dinner
$10, $5 for kids.  

Served from 5:30pm to 6:45pm

Chief AJ was a lively and entertaining speaker.  

Rick Tieken won the case of shotshells.  
Chief AJ points to tonight’s gun winner - 
John Boch!  
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CHICAGOLAND NEWS

CHUCK’S 
GUN SHOP

14310 S. Indiana Ave 
(between 143rd St & 144th St) 
Riverdale, IL 60827 

(708) 849-4455   

Indoor shooting range!

Chicago (NBC Chicago) - A new 
report declares an area of Chicago 
as “America’s Mass-Shooting Capital” 
and described it as more dangerous to 
live in than some of the world’s most 
murderous countries, according to a 
new report.

West Garfield Park, which has a 
population of 18,000, saw 21 murders 
in 2014, according to The Daily Beast’s 
report. This makes the area’s homicide 
rate 116 per 100,000 people.

West Garfield Park is a low-income neigh-
borhood, primarily (96%) black, where 
government welfare checks are a way of 
life.  Crime there is sky high and anyone  
able to has already moved away. The 
population has plummeted from 70,000 in 
1970 to less than 18,000 today.

The law-abiding residents who remain 
could probably benefit from legal firearms 
ownership and in order to administer 
ballistic therapy for the violent hoodlums 

who seem to run unchecked, undoubtedly 
terrorizing the good people who remain.

What NBC Chicago didn’t discuss in their 
story (nor the Daily Beast, a far-left news 
blog, where NBC Chicago got much of 
their information) was how there have al-
ready been 38 homicides in that neighbor-
hood this year.

Doing some public school, non-Common 
Core math, that means that SO FAR this 
year, their homicide rate is 210/100,000 
or 2.33 times that of Honduras - home 
of the highest homicide rate in the world 
(60/100,000).

Nobody deserves to be terrorized by 
America’s criminal class.  Firearm owner-
ship is the great equalizer.

People have to stand up for themselves 
and protect and defend their lives and 
property from criminal attack.  At the same 
time, they have to cooperate with police in 
identifying bad guys.  

New report declares Chicago neighborhood “West Garfield 
Park” as ‘America’s Mass-Shooting Capital’

Guns Save Life’s Chicago Regional Co-
ordinator Alfreda Keith Keller called the 
Chicago GSL meeting to order and led the 
Pledge of Allegiance.  Nearly 50 people 
were present, including a number of new-
comers which were warmly welcomed.

John Boch gave his Executive Director’s 
Report and Wendy Boch gave a report on 
the successful HOOAH Deer Hunt for He-
roes golf outing from the day before.  It was 
a huge success for a group that’s helping 
active duty military members as they are 
being readied to return to the civilian world 
because of their combat-related injuries.

Main Speaker
John Janata 
So, do you want to win a bar bet on who 
wore #72 for the Chicago Bears before 
William Perry?  John Janata’s your guy and 
with a chuckle, he says you’re going to win 
that bet unless the guy across from you has 
been to a Guns Save Life meeting or knows 
him personally.  He went on to tell some 
stories from that season involving names 
we all knew, including Walter Payton.

He’s been working more and more with the 
Retired NFL Players Association to help 
serve as a role model.  He’s done over 100 
outings total, with about forty this year.  He 
loves to do veteran’s events, doing what 
he can to lift the spirits of wounded vets, 
and it brings both former players and the 
people they meet closer together - almost 
like family.

He gave some examples of how doing little 
things in his life can help make a big dif-
ference others less fortunate.  He gave an 
example about helping a badly injured vet-
eran living in a veteran’s home in Chicago.  
Janata also spoke of the great time he had 
the day before with Wendy and John and a 
bunch of GSL people and others helping out 
(with former Denver Bronco David Blaha) at 
the HOOAH golf outing in Pontiac.

He talked about his prominent tattoos and 
his career as a firefighter/engineer/first 
responder in Chicagoland with about a year 
left before he retires.

Tech time #1:  Modulus Arms Jig Kit
A “Cook County Resident” showed off his 
Modulus Arms Jig Kit, which used with a 
router on an “80%” receiver makes the 
lower half of an AR-15 - sans any govern-
ment paperwork.

Tech time #2:  Ray Duensing brought a 
pin-fire revolver of the Civil War era.  It was 
made in France and used by the Confeder-
ate side during that conflict.  He showed 
how it worked and said they were known for 
blowing up unexpectedly, in part because 
they had no top strap.  “French ingenuity,” 
he chuckled.

Ray also brought a Union specimen from 
the same era, a Remington Arms Model 
1860.  It was a .44 caliber percussion 
revolver with good rifling.  It’s stout and still 
safe to shoot today.

Lastly, be brought the Kel-Tec Sub-2000, 
a more modern carbine that folds in half 
and takes Glock 9mm magazines.  It’s the 
perfect discrete little rifle for urban environ-
ments.

We drew for the monthly gun, a Ruger SR9 
pistol.   John Janata also brought a Chicago 
Bears cap autographed by a number of 
current and former Bears.  “Bear” St. Pierre 
auctioned it off as a fundraiser for Guns 
Save Life, to great guffaws from audience 
members.

Thanks to everyone for coming out.  

For October’s meeting, we’ve got a couple 
of Cook County Public Defenders who will 
speak and the gun is a Mossberg shotgun.

Happiness is winning a new 
gun!

The last Sunday of the month
Sunday, Oct. 25th, Nov. 29, Dec. 27

Oak Lawn VFW
VFW Post 5220 | 9514 S 52nd Ave | Oak Lawn, IL 60453

Dinner, conversation and displays begin around 4pm.
Meeting business at 5:30pm.

Chicago
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SUPPRESSOR
SHOOT!

Guns Save Life, the DeWitt County Sportsman’s Club and Firearms 
Technical Group teamed up to deliver a fundraising shoot open to 
the public on Saturday, October 17th.
by John Boch
Clinton, IL (Guns Save 
Life) - The big “Suppressor 
Shoot” at the DeWitt County 
Sportsman’s Club near Clin-
ton, IL was a big success 
Saturday morning, October 
17th, as scores of shooters 
turned out to learn more 
first-hand about firearm sup-
pressors and to support gun 
rights and shooting sports 
while taking part in a fund-
raising “suppressor” shoot.

Guns Save Life and the 
DeWitt County Sports-
man’s Club sponsored the 
event, open to the public 
and media.  The event was 
made possible thanks to 
the American Suppressor 
Association and Silencerco, 
along with our close friend 
Todd Vandermyde of the 
Firearms Technical Group 
(FTG) in Yorkville, IL.  FTG 
brought down the cans, 
which were donated by Si-
lencerco, to show everyday 
Illinoisans the facts about 
these “mufflers for guns” 
and to dispel rumors per-
petuated by some.

Yes, suppressors are muf-
flers for guns.  They don’t 
“silence” a gunshot.  Just as 
we muffle our car’s engine 
exhaust to be a good neigh-
bor to those nearby, these 
devices muffle the “ex-
haust”/explosion of gasses 
that occurs at the muzzle 
of a gun at the moment a 
shot is fired – to be a good 

neighbor to those around 
the shooter.

For hunting or training, sup-
pressors would be invalu-
able to helping to teach 
those adversely sensitive 
to the “noise” involved with 
shooting.

The Firearms Technical 
Group brought these highly 
regulated devices down not 
only to educate everyday 
Illinoisans, but also as a 
fundraising shoot to benefit 
both Guns Save Life and the 
DeWitt County Sportsman’s 
Club range facility (which, 
by the way is accepting new 
members).  All net proceeds 
will be split between the two 
groups, helping to further 
firearms rights and safe fire-
arms use.  A special thanks 
to GSL Defense Training 
team members who volun-
teered to come out to help 
and to I.S.C.A.P.E. instructor 
and DCSC director Todd 
Mendenhall for volunteering 
as well.
 
Suppressors in IL
Nearly forty states allow ci-
vilian ownership of suppres-
sors and nearly as many al-
low their use while hunting.  
We, as Guns Save Life, are 
working in conjunction with 
the National Rifle Associa-
tion’s Institute for Legislative 
Action and others to get 
legislation passed allowing 
civilian ownership and use 
of suppressors in Illinois.

It’s been a long road in a 
state that’s generally not 
very firearm friendly.  It was 
only in the last ten years 
that state, county and local 
law-enforcement were al-
lowed to use suppressors in 
Illinois!  Prior to that, it was 
against Illinois’ law for even 
the cops to possess and use 
these common sense de-
vices!  A small price to pay 
for the crime free world we 
have in Illinois, particularly 
in Chicago, right?

Do you want to see these 
devices become civilian 
legal in Illinois?  Lean on 
downstate Democrat Illinois 
Senators and pressure 
them to urge Illinois Senate 
President John Cullerton 
to allow a free and fair vote 
on the issue in the Illinois 
Senate.  They must tell 
Cullerton to allow the sup-
pressor bill out of committee 
onto the floor for a vote.  If 
these supposedly pro-gun 
downstate Democrats won’t 
do that, then they aren’t as 
pro-gun as they like to hold 
themselves out to be at 
election time.  Write letters 
to the editor of your local 
newspaper calling these al-
legedly “pro-gun” Democrat 
Senators out on their willing-
ness to support gun control 
by voting for Cullerton as 
Illinois Senate president.

GROSS’ 
BURGERS
25 Henderson Street
Danville, IL 61832
(217) 442-8848

Dozens were on hand at two ranges even before the 9am start time for the event.
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Train with the people 
you know and trust.

GSL Defense Training
Firearms Training for Everyone

GSLDefenseTraining.com

GSL Defense Training, LLC
21 Brookshire Green
Bloomington, IL 62704
217 649-3702
templar223@comcast.net

THANK YOU FOR A GREAT 2015
The GSL Defense Training team would like to thank our students and staff for a great year.  We helped 
train scores of Illinois and Iowa residents in the safe and effective use of handguns for self-defense 
with our GSL Defense Training Illinois Basic IL CCW / Essential Carry course.  Their training experi-
ence will serve as a strong foundation for future development of personal shooting and self-defense 
skills in addition to serving as that Illinois-mandated training for a carry license.

Although the firearm could be a lifeline during an unexpected violent encounter, we must never forget 
that usage manifests consequences.  We encourage everyone to seek out high-quality training from 
experienced professionals so that we can all share knowledge with family and friends and help them 
understand issues to consider before reacting to a lethal force situation. 

Welcome the newest additions to our team of instructors

Jack Holland.
Hailing from the Bloomington area, Jack Holland is new to firearms instruction, but he’s no stranger to 
training.  He’s been training for a decade, both in basic NRA coursework, and also intermediate and 
advanced-level classes.  He’s a graduate of Massad Ayoob’s MAG80 course, among others.  He’s 
got a solid skill set, patience and a sense of humor in helping others learn the knowledge, skills and 
attitudes needed to defend themselves from violent attack.  He’s also owner of Holland International 
Airport.  He flies a lot of fixed-wing aircraft, both recreationally and occasionally professionally.  He’s 
also a farmer, cattle rancher, and all-around Marlboro Man (minus the cigarettes) like his brother Bob 
who has taught with us for many years.  It’s sort of a family affair as Jack’s niece / Bob’s daughter 
Bonnie Garrett teaches with us as well (but she certainly does not look like the Marlboro Man!).

Jim Sharp.
An electrical engineer by day, Jim Sharp has been a training junkie for probably ten or fifteen years.  
He was an instructor before Illinois got its concealed carry act and has been training folks in solid fun-
damentals for close to five years at his property in Ford County.  He’s the proprietor of Sharp Defense, 
in Paxton, that has trained over a hundred people since he started helping others learn how to protect 
and defend their lives from violence.  He’s no stranger to GSL Defense Training, having taken every 
course we’ve offered, interning with us and then bringing his own assistant instructors to intern as well, 
to see first-hand how to teach students in a successful, proven format, both in the classroom and on 
the range, without using a single Power Point slide.

Great ratio of instructors to students.  Family- and female-friendly.  More than the minimum of everything.  
Lunch, range fees, and loaner equipment included.  Real lawyers, experienced instructors - not Power Point 
slides.  Great value!   GSL Defense Training:  We don’t just provide training, we provide confidence!



Pontiac, IL (Guns Save Life) – Guns Save 
Life isn’t just gun rights activism, lobbying 
and public education.  In addition to sup-
porting our right to defend ourselves, GSL 
supports our local peace officers and also 
our nation’s armed forces – both members 
and veterans.

It is with that in mind that Guns Save Life 
has supported the local HOOAH Deer Hunt 
for Heroes group and their work helping 
wounded servicemen.  HOOAH helps the 
soldiers deal with the mental aspects of 
healing through camaraderie, friendships 
and other support.  In many instances, 
these soldiers have already been separated 
from their units because of combat-related 
injuries and are set to be released back into 
the civilian world.

Guns Save Life helped with promotion for 
the event.  GSL’s own Wendy Boch was the 
co-organizer for this year’s event, handling 
all of the non-course logistics.  Denny 
Vaugh was her partner, handling the course 
logistics.  GSL 
members, and 
GSL Defense 
Training team 
members helped 
with logistics 
support and vol-
unteers for the 
event.  A couple 
of former NFL 
players also 
came down to 
offer their help 
and sign auto-
graphs.  Former 
Chicago Bear John Janata and Denver 
Bronco Dave Blaha provided some great 
inspiration and positive role models for 
young and old.  

The Pontiac Elks Club and Country Club 
generously donated all services for the 
soldiers’ Friday outing, and gave dramatic 
discounts for the golf outing on Saturday.  
Their staff was wonderful as well.  The 
ladies of St. Paul Lutheran Church served 
the veterans breakfast Friday morning, 
and Bernardi’s II restaurant picked up the 
tab for their Thursday night meal after they 
came into town.

Other area businesses helping out, aside 
from the platinum sponsors for the event, 
included C.I. Shooting Sports, providing 
players a daily range pass for their range, 
LA Fitness provided passes as well, and 
Bridgestone in Bloomington donated Real-
tree camo winter caps.  

The Neoga, IL Sew Happy Hearts Quilt 
Guild members graciously donated a num-
ber of beautiful hand-made quilts, some of 
which were sold at silent and live auctions 
to benefit the HOOAH program.  There 
were a number of other individuals, busi-
nesses and groups that made donations to 
make the event a success as well.  Kudos 
to all.

It was a great example of what happens 
when good people come out to help support 
our wounded servicemen.
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GSL standing with HOOAH Heroes
From left, Cadre leader SSgt. Danyel Braxton of Detroit, MI, Spc. Thinakhone Senmoun-
narath of Nashville,  Spc. William Ontko of Ft. Bragg NC, GSL Executive Director John 
Boch, SSgt. (ret.) James Pease, also of Bloomington, IL, SSgt. Brett Bender of Modesto, 
CA, and Spc. Daniel Godbey of Bloomington, IL.  The 101st Airborne Division flag was 
presented to HOOAH from soldiers they helped their first year.  It’s considered priceless to 
the HOOAH Deer Hunt for Heroes team members.

HOOAH SUCCESS!
Golfing for Heroes

The Sew Happy Hearts Quilt Guild in Neoga, IL adopted the HOOAH 
program for their charity of the year, making quilts for the group to sell to 
raise money.  Two of the quilts are pictured in the background here.  Guild 
members Lisa Hickman, Pam Romack, Karen Lindley, Liana Hite, 
Shirley Easton, Jenny Hagerstrom, Eileen Burrell, Sheryl Brandendburg, 
Rosie Westerndorf, Nancy Swinford, Janet Patterson, Lynn Breer, Sarah 
Grieider and Terri Fields spent many hours hand-crafting the quilts for the 
noble cause.  Many thanks to them!

Lots of volunteers made the event go smoothly for all involved.  Here are a 
few of those who volunteered part or all of their Saturday to help HOOAH 
help our wounded American soldiers.

It was a good day for golfing, and working together for 
the four soldiers from Ft. Campbell, Kentucky.
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Registration Form
Critical Threat Management
____:   April 9 & 10, 2016
____:  May 21 & 22, 2016
____:  August 27& 28, 2016
____:  October 8 & 9, 2016 

Name:  ________________________________

Address:  ______________________________

City, State, Zip:  _________________________

Phone:  _______   Email: _________________

Bring a friend, partner or spouse!

Name:  ________________________________

Address:  ______________________________

City, State, Zip:  _________________________

Phone:  _______   Email: _________________

Mail this form and payment to:
GSL Defense Training, LLC
21 Brookshire Green
Bloomington, IL 61704

Upon receipt, we’ll send you a welcome packet that 
includes map, directions, hotel recommendations 
and a list of suggested items to bring. 

John Boch  217 649-3702   templar223@comcast.net
John Naese  217 840-0246   johnnaese@frontier.com
Jeff Schwarm  630 605-1898  jschwarm@aol.com

Critical Threat Management
Comprehensive Force-on-Force training to overcome a violent attack - for civilians

GSL Defense Training’s Critical Threat 
Management course integrates multi-
ple layers of practical, defensive tactics 
to help keep you and your loved ones 
safer in a rare, force-on-force course 
available to civilians.  

This dynamic course will test your criti-
cal decision-making and personal de-
fense skills early on in scenarios against 
real-life adversaries.  We will use airsoft 
guns to provide adrenaline-charged 
stress similar to what one might en-
counter in a real-life confrontation.  Stu-
dents will then learn proven tactics and 
problem-solving skills, including:

Situational awareness strategies •	
Legal considerations to using •	
deadly force
Empty-hand Krav Maga combat-•	
ives taught by a Krav instructor
Live-fire	segment	•	 (~150 rounds) to 
implement	&	refine	new	skills
De-escalation & disengagement•	
Mindset considerations•	
Pre-violence behavioral indicators•	
Strategies for interacting with •	
potential bad guys
Much•	  more...

Students will have an opportunity to 
integrate new skills and tactics to avoid, 
and if necessary live and win against 
a violent attack in Sunday afternoon 
scenarios.

Prerequisites:  None.  We recommend prior 
training in the safe handling of firearms.  

Class Location:  Timber Pointe Outdoor 
Center, Hudson, IL

Tuition:  Earlybird special $250/person by 
December 31, 2015.

Registration includes range fees, lunch, 
snacks, drinks, class materials, safety gear 
and more.  Loaner guns and gear also avail-
able at no charge.  

GSLDefenseTraining.com
Firearms training for everyone!

Women are encouraged to attend!
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The

Armed American
True stories of firearms used by law-abiding Americans 
to save innocent life.

DARNALL GUN WORKS & RANGES
FULL LINE GUN SHOP --  INDOOR & OUTDOOR RANGES -- OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Darnall FAST - FireArms Safety Training Group
6125 E. 1175 North Road
Bloomington, IL 61705
Phone:  309-379-4331
Fax:  309-379-4332
www.darnalls.com

NRA 1st Step Basic Pistol
2 evenings 6-8:30 pm     

Every Tuesday & Wednesday

IDPA Shoot
September 6

CARRY CONCEALED CLASS
ILLINOIS STATE POLICE APPROVED

September 12 & 13
               

SASS Cowboy Action Shoot
Annual Stage Trail Shootout - September 19

Outdoor 3-Gun Shoot
                        September 20
 

Machine Gun Rentals
All Day September 11

CARRY CONCEALED CLASS FEES:
Contact us now to register.

16 hour class - $250.00
8 hour class - $150.00

INDOOR PISTOL RANGE
OUTDOOR PISTOL, RIFLE, & SHOTGUN RANGES

LARGE SELECTION OF FIREARMS
AMMUNITION AVAILABLE

RELOADING SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT

Craiglist robbers spring leaks
Battle Creek, Mich. (WOOD) — Battle 
Creek police say at least two people were 
shot in the city’s Urbandale neighborhood 
after apparently trying to rob two men they 
had arranged to meet on Craigslist.

According to the Battle Creek Police 
Department, a father and son from Grand 
Rapids drove to Battle Creek on Tuesday 
evening after arranging on Craigslist to buy 
a car. Around 8 p.m., they arrived at the 
meeting place — which turned out to be an 
abandoned home in the 600 block of Lin-
wood Avenue — and were jumped by three 
men, police said.

But the son is licensed to carry a concealed 
weapon, which he drew and fired twice. The 
alleged attackers fled.

Two of the attackers were shot. One sus-
tained a wound to the upper torso and was 
found about a block away near Woodlawn 
Avenue. The other was shot in the lower 
torso and was found in the 100 block of 
Broadway Boulevard.

Home invader chokes woman, 
then chokes on hot lead
Cleveland, Ohio (Fox) — Police are inves-
tigating after an alleged intruder was shot 
to death during a violent home invasion in 
Cleveland late Wednesday night.

According to police reports, police were 
called to reports of a man kicking in a door 
at a residence in the 10300 block of Elk 
Avenue around 10:15 p.m. When they ar-
rived, they found a man lying at the top of a 
stairway, dead with a gunshot wound to the 
chest.

Police reports state the suspect was the 
ex-boyfriend of the 24-year-old woman who 
was in the apartment with another man.

The suspect arrived at the apartment, 
banged on the door and was refused entry. 
He then kicked in the door and reportedly 
destroyed items in the apartment, reports 
state.  The suspect then also reportedly 
choked the female until she lost conscious-
ness and charged at the 28-year-old man, 
hitting him.

The man produced a handgun and shot the 
suspect in the chest.

This church was no “Gun-Free Zone”
Detroit pastor smokes 
hammer-wielding lunatic
Detroit (FoxNews) - A pistol-packing pastor 
shot and killed a man who was allegedly 
trying to attack him with a brick on Sunday 
in the vestibule of a Detroit church, police 
said.

Cops say Deante Smith, 25, attacked the 
unidentified pastor and threatened several 
parishioners of The City of God church with 
a brick and hammer, FOX2 reported. Police 
said the attack was not random; the pastor 
and Smith knew each other and the two 
have had problems in the past.

Assistant Detroit Police Chief Steve Dolunt 
said a previous police report had been 
filed against Smith, The Detroit Free Press 
reported.

“The pastor had had issues with the man 
before,” Dolunt told the Detroit News. “He 
had been threatening to do him bodily 
harm. He walked into the service and went 
after the pastor with a brick. The pastor 
pulled out his Glock and fired several shots. 
I think he hit him four or five times, and the 
man died.”

Sunday’s incident occurred just before 2 
p.m. as church was ending, Detroit Police 
Sgt. Cassandra Lewis told WWJ.

“We’re not sure at this point whether the 
man had mental problems or what,” Dolunt 
said. “It’s still under investigation.”

No one else was hurt during the episode, 
according to FOX2. The pastor has been 
questioned by police.

“The reality is, things can happen anywhere 
now,” City Councilman Andre Spivey told 
the Detroit News. “[Church] is a haven of 
rest and safety…when you cannot be safe 
in God’s place of worship, where can you 
be safe?”

Morton, IL (Guns Save Life) - There are 
sickos everywhere.

When they wish to go on their rampage to 
hurt innocents, they prefer gun-free loca-
tions.

Yes, lunatics and criminals see those 
“GUN FREE” signs as a dinner bell.

That’s what happened in Morton, Illinois – 
a town smack dab in the middle of Middle 
America.  “Flyover Country” if you will.   If 
you think nothing bad every happens in 
Middle America, guess again.

19-year-old Dustin Brown – a social misfit 
out on bail for kiddie porn charges earlier 
this year – stormed into the Morton Public 
Library last Tuesday.  He shouted that he 
was there to kill some people as he found 
a room full of kids aged 7-13, along with a 
few mothers, while holding two fixed blade 
knives.

The pervert Dustin was looking for fame 
and immortality as another spree killer in 
America.  He admitted he was seeking 
children to kill.

His plan was thwarted when a real man 
– an elderly Army veteran named James 
Vernon – stood up and took action.

See, a real man knows how to fight and 
has the courage to step up and saves 
lives, unlike the NY Times’ idea of a mod-
ern man that cries a lot and sometimes 
wants to be the “little spoon” with his wife.

The chess club leader and retired Caterpil-
lar worker (and Army vet) asked Dustin 
what is problem was and the loser said, 
“my life sucks”.  He asked other questions 
while the armed punk backed up from the 
menacing retiree.

See, Dustin was a coward.  He was a big 
coward.

Vernon managed to get himself between 
the would-be killer and the door and mo-
tioned for the others to flee.

The kids and women alike ran and then 
the fight was on.  Vernon was badly cut, 
but he managed to wrest the knives away 
from the bad guy, thanks to training he 
remembered from fifty years before, and 
hold him for police.

God bless James Vernon.

He’s a real man – a sheepdog – who 
wasn’t going to let a social misfit wolf 
slaughter this flock. 

See Something?  DO SOMETHING!  Even If You’re Not Armed
Eldery vet stops would-be spree killer in Morton, IL library

James Vernon

You don’t have to be a helpless victim.
Empower yourself.  Become a gun owner.  

Get training.
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 Freedom’s Forum

GunNews Magazine
The monthly journal of Guns Save Life

John Naese, Editor
johnnaese@frontier.com

John Boch, Editor Emeritus
templar223@comcast.net

Letters, including complaints or commenda-
tions, to the Editor are welcome.  Please, limit 
your letter to 200 words.  We reserve the right 
to edit or refuse publication of any submission.  
Anonymous letters are discouraged. Guest 
columns of 400 words are also welcome on 
timely issues, particularly those related to 
firearms, self-defense or similar topics. Letters 
and guest columns may be sent electronically 
to:  johnnaese@frontier.com.  

Or you can mail your letter to:
Guns Save Life, Post Office Box 51, 
Savoy, Illinois 61874

Our thanks goes out to Oleg 
Volk for his continued permis-
sion to use his creative works in 
our gun rights advocacy work.  
You can see more of them at 
his website:

a-human-right.com

 Freedom’s Forum

by John Naese  
In the modern age of 24 hour “news”, 
social media, and the anti-gun bias of 
mainstream / leftist media sources, it’s 
easy for gun owners to fall prey to the 
idea that they’re wrong.  Whenever a 
heinous crime like the Umpqua col-
lege murder spree occurs, the media 
vultures and the anti-gun politicians 
pounce.  They want your silence, your 
shame, and your acquiescence to “rea-
sonable” gun regulation.  

Don’t fall for it.  You know better.  Don’t 
give them anything except your righ-
teous indignation.

You are not alone knowing that the only 
thing that stops a bad man with evil in 
his heart is a good guy with a gun - and 
that gun free zones are nothing but a 
dinner bell calling lunatics and crimi-
nals.

Tens of millions of new guns and many 
millions of new gun owners in recent 
years are evidence that the ad nau-
seam calls for “gun control” (prettied 
up with such terms as “common sense 
gun regulation” and “closing the gun 
show loophole”) are NOT resonating 
with regular folks.  Everyday Americans 
are voting with their wallets on their 
perceived benefit of firearm ownership 
to thwart violent crime until the police 
can arrive.

The gun controllers, starting with com-
munity organizer-in-chief President 
Obama, have slipped to near irrele-
vancy.  The President and others have 
recently upped the ante, coming out 
and calling for mass gun confiscations 
like those in Great Britain and Australia.   

Yes, President Obama is seeking to 
confiscate your guns, something he 
previously repeatedly denied when the 
championed the euphemistic “common 
sense gun regulation.”  You can’t say 
we didn’t warn you.

How’s that “prevention” going for 
Australia and Great Britain?  Violent 
crime has increased dramatically in 
both nations and today greatly exceeds 
America’s.  

The gun-grabbing leftists want you, the 
American gun owner, to feel guilty for 
the crimes committed by sociopaths 
with guns.  They want you to silently 
cower while they work to demagogue 
the issue to pass gun bans and even 

confiscation, and if those fail, then 
more so-called “common sense” gun 
restrictions.

Surveys have shown that support for 
gun bans is at record lows and support 
for additional gun control is at genera-
tional lows.  

The hard evidence is on our side as 
well.  Since 1994, gun ownership in 
this country has increased by more 
than 60 percent, while at the same 
time, gun homicides have been cut 
in half.  The number of licensed gun 
owners has grown 50% in Illinois alone 
since Obama’s 2008 election.  Nearly 
15 million Americans have concealed 
carry licenses today - not counting the 
population of seven states where law-
abiding residents can carry without a 
license.

John Lott pioneered the scholarly 
research in the 1990’s and found that 
more guns in the hands of good guys 
equals less crime.  That research, by 
the way, inspired the name of our orga-
nization.  Many more lives are saved 
each year because Americans have 
guns than are taken by Americans who 
have guns.  In other words, Guns Save 
Life.  

Gun ownership is on the increase.  
Crime is on the decrease.  Concealed 
carry permits are up, way up, while 
carry permit holders continue to be 
much better behaved than the popula-
tion at large.  Training opportunities 
abound, and many Americans are tak-
ing advantage of them.  

So don’t be hectored by the anti-gun 
media and politicians.  Become an ac-
tivist.  Do something that is bigger than 
yourself to leave your legacy behind 
after you’re gone.  Promote freedom 
aggressively so future generations can 
enjoy what we’ve accomplished.

Be proud of your gun ownership!  Take 
a friend to the range.  Get training.  
Join and become active in pro-gun 
organizations.  Attend and participate in 
grassroots meetings.  You’ll make new 
friends - good friends at that.

Most of all, don’t be the silent majority.  

You know that guns save life, and the 
statistics bear it out.  Help make sure 
your fellow Americans know it as well. 

Americans know the truth
A good guy with a gun is the 
only thing that stops a bad 
person with evil in their heart!

FASCIST BULLIES: Social Justice War-
riors damand you respect their rights while 
they work to suppress our rights

There is no right to not be offended.Quit 
pretending there is.  JB

SUPPORT POLICE – DON’T EAT AT 
ARBY’S: Employee denying service to FL 
cop given paid leave, not termination

Arby’s new marketing logo should be, ” 
We got the MEAT HEADS “ - duh duh

WASHINGTON STATE FOLLIES: State 
Fair bans guns. Criminals with guns come 
in and rob.

Obviously, not enough effort was made 
to promote the gun free state fair policy. 
Maybe a grant is available from the 
Department of Homeland Security to run 
some radio ads, TV ads, and place con-
spicuous banners at all entry points to the 
state fair to ensure that those committing 
these armed robberies are aware that the 
Washington State Fair is a gun free zone. 

We shouldn’t blame the policy. The policy 
is sound. Obviously, if the state fair is a 
gun free zone, then there can’t be any 
armed robbery. 

We just need to do a better job of com-
municating. As usual, we can solve this 
problem with more government money. 
We may need to install facial recognition 
scanners to identify and track all state fair 
attendees, and maybe install TSA check-
points at all of the rides. - Liberty4Ever

UMPQUA MASSACRE: Gun-free zone by 
choice, not state law; Nazi-loving, leftist 
killer wrote: “the more people you kill, the 
more you’re in the limelight”

Armed security might change the cul-
ture of the campus? Guess what you 
dumbass, the scumbag changed the cul-
ture in a heartbeat. There are God aplenty 
imbeciles in California and Connecticut, 
so don’t give Massachusetts all the credit. 
Typical leftist thought process, choose ap-
pearance over reality. - Old Number 3

I cannot understand the stupidity of people 
who believe an unarmed people who 
cannot defend themselves are safer than 
an armed people who can resist and fight 
back! - Sylvia

BRING ENOUGH GUN: Bad guys don’t 
always go down right away (GRAPHIC 
VIDEO)

The wife and I both thought it remarkable 
how quickly a “good guy” showed up on 
scene. What? Not even thirty seconds.

The good guy didn’t want to have to shoot 
this savage cur, and seemed to use the 
minimum level of force to stop the attack. 
That’s expected.

When he kept getting up though… I 
suspect he was under the influence of 
something and that day he intended to 
meet Satan.

This is why I carry a Glock, not a rock or 
a dildo like those simple-minded students 
in Texas.  

God bless Israel.  -Sam Whittemore

Website Readers Respond
Comments to our blog posts at GunsSaveLife.com
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Guns Save Life is proud to announce our new 
“Life Membership” for those who wish to show 
an exemplary level of support towards Guns 
Save Life and our mission defending your 
right to defend yourself.

The new “Life Membership” is available for 
$1000, and for those aged 65 and over, it’s 
available at half-price, $500.

Be among the first 100 individuals to step up 
and help us defend your right to defend your-
self with a life membership to Guns Save Life.  

To sign up for this new Life Membership op-
tion, fill out the form on the back page of this 
issue of GunNews and send it in today.

Guns Save Life’s 
LIFE MEMBERSHIP!

We defend your right 
to defend yourself.

(BearingArms.com) - As we noted yester-
day, the victory in a civil trial against Wis-
consin’s Badger Guns by two Milwaukee 
Police officers was a big win for the firearms 
industry, gutting Hillary Clinton’s argument 
to repeal the Protection of Lawful Com-
merce in Arms Act (PLCAA).

PLCAA was signed into law in 2005 to 
prevent frivolous lawsuits against firearms 
dealers, distributors, and manufacturers.

Prior to that, gun control groups were at-
tempting to bankrupt the industry by holding 
companies responsible for the unforeseen 
criminal misuse of their products. It was 
directly analogous to allowing people to sue 
car manufacturers and dealers for the ac-
tions of drunk or negligent drivers.

Amusingly, many gun control supporters 
seem to think that the Badger Guns case, 
which shows PLCAA works, actually helps 
them:

The jury decision finding a Wisconsin 
gun seller liable for selling a firearm 
that was used to shoot two police 
officers is a rare legal victory for gun 
control advocates that could open a 
new front in the nation’s contentious 
fight over the right to bear arms...

The gun was purchased by 21-year-old 
Jacob Collins and given to 18-year-old 
Julius Burton, who was too young to 
buy a firearm. One month later, Burton 
shot and wounded officers Bryan 
Norberg and Graham Kunisch. Burton 
is now serving 80 years in prison while 
Collins spent two years behind bars.

Until recently, few cases have held gun 
dealers responsible for selling a fire-
arm linked to a crime. Only two have 
reached a jury since 2005, when Con-
gress passed the Protection for Lawful 
Commerce in Arms Act (PLCAA), 
which provides broad immunity for gun 
sellers and was strongly supported by 
the National Rifle Association...

But about 10 other lawsuits are current-
ly in the works, including another suit 
against Badger Guns brought by two 
other Milwaukee officers who were shot 
with guns bought from the store, says 
Jonathan Lowy, the director of legal 
action at the Brady Center to Prevent 
Gun Violence. And the Milwaukee rul-
ing could open the door for even more.

“Litigation is one of the most promising 
avenues to save lives,” Lowy said. “Any 
victory that’s achieved in court is going 
to inspire and help the movement to 
prevent gun violence, and this latest 

victory is certainly a very important 
one.”

They just don’t get it, do they?

The Badger Guns case strengthens the 
argument that the PLCAA works precisely 
as it should. Badger Guns conducted an 
obvious straw purchase that was caught on 
camera, and they’re going to be punished 
for it heavily, and possibly driven out of 
business if they lose their case (which has 
been appealed).

Every law-abiding gun owner should be 
overjoyed when unscrupulous dealers are 
shuttered… and their numbers are incred-
ibly small as it is.

The increasingly irrelevant Brady Center 
files—and loses—frivolous cases with 
stunning regularity, and then they leave 
the plantiffs they’ve set up for failure on the 
hook, as they did Lonnie and Sandy Phillips 
after the Aurora, Colorado theater shooting. 
Brady goaded the Phillips’s into a lawsuit 
that attempted to hold several companies 
responsible for selling legal products over 
the Internet, including ammunition, maga-
zines, and magazine-carrying equipment.

The judge in the suit threw out the absurd 
case, and held the plaintiffs responsible for 
the court costs. Brady skipped town. Lonnie 
and Sandy Phillips may lose their home as 
a result.

The Badger Guns case was a legitimate 
suit against an apparently unscrupulous 
company completing an obvious straw pur-
chase. They’re being held accountable.

This is good.

The Protection of Lawful Commerce in 
Arms Act keeps vultures like the Brady 
Campaign from being able to harass law-
abiding and honorable American business-
es, while still holding manufacturers and 
dealers responsible for product defects and 
criminal conduct, as any other manufacturer 
or dealer of consumer goods.

The Badger Guns case proves PLCAA 
works, and guts Hillary Clinton’s argument 
that the law doesn’t allow the prosecution of 
“bad” dealers.

This was yet another court victory for sup-
porters of the Second Amendment.

Supporters of gun control just aren’t 
educated enough on the subject matter to 
understand how badly they’ve lost.

Again.

November 11th is Veteran’s Day, a 
federal holiday, in which all federal offices 
are closed.  However, a seemingly recent 
trend, not all schools are closed to allow 
teachers and students the opportunity 
to honor our nation’s veterans. That is, 
because in the general indoctrinating 
beliefs of public education, it is politi-
cally incorrect to acknowledge that war 
happens and that those that fight in those 
wars are honorable.  This is a slap in the 
face to our veterans and the sacrifices 
they made to protect our freedoms.  Are 
they not worthy of this one day of obser-
vance?  So for those of you citizens and 
veterans lucky enough to have the day 
off with your kids, here are some good 
ideas to commemorate Veteran’s Day.

1.  Start the day with a prayer asking 
God to keep safe all our soldiers state-
side and abroad who put their lives in 
jeopardy to keep us and others safe in 
the spirit of democracy.

2.  Make a hearty, all American breakfast 
of eggs and anything pork for your loved 
ones.

3.  Put your plans of honoring our veter-
ans into action.

4.  Have everyone in the family verbally 
acknowledge at least one veteran this 
day.  That means say “THANK YOU” for 
serving our country.  Shake his or her 

hand, for crying out loud, as that is the 
least we can do.  An amazing thing hap-
pens, they are not expecting it and when 
you recognize them, they feel it.  You are 
proud of them.  God bless ‘em!  Conse-
quently, it makes them smile and you too!  
Wow! Relish in that aura of patriotism!

5.  Pay for their meal!

6.  Go to a local gun range and practice 
your 2nd Amendment right! They would 
want you to!

7.  Teach your kids about our rich history 
and how these soldiers protected our 
way of life. There are a plethora of great 
patriotic movies that instill American val-
ues and promote our sovereignty.  Here’s 
some:  American Sniper, Saving Private 
Ryan, Taking Chance, Bridge Over 
River Kwai, Glory, The Patriot, A Few 
Good Men, A Bridge Too Far, Guns of 
Navarone, Midway, A Band of Brothers, 
Forest Gump, Unbroken, Lone Survivor, 
Good Morning, Vietnam! etc….

8.  Enjoy your day together!  Their sac-
rifices allowed you to do so and freely 
you may.  Liberty is a beautiful thing that 
pretty much only Americans enjoy.

United States of America Veterans: my 
family, friends and I thank you from the 
depths of our American souls!!!

Honoring Our Heroes
By Adrienne Logue

Gun Contol Supporters LOST Badger Guns Case; Think They Won
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Ball and Dummy
by Tim Hortberg
With the hot weather waning, why not 
spend a little time outside at the range - or 
when it gets colder, try some shooting at an 
indoor range and build on your pistol skills?

Here is a old, but highly effective drill that 
will stretch your ammo and greatly improve 
your shooting skills!

Ball and Dummy
This is a simple drill with big results for both 
novice and experienced shooters. Go slow, 
be precise, and don’t cheat yourself.

With a safe and clear gun, dry fire at the 
target.  If you see any movement of the 
muzzle, focus on the front sight and slowly 
press the trigger straight back, trying not to 
anticipate when it will break. Once you are 
consistently firing without muzzle movement 
- its time to go live.

Load as many mags as you can depending 
on time and ammo with live and dummy 
rounds. Revolver shooters can leave 
chambers empty if you don’t have dummy 
rounds.  On semi-autos, the top round 
should always be a live round and don’t 
load more than two dummy rounds in a row. 
Load up the mags and mix them up so you 
can’t figure out what you are going to get.

Slowly and deliberately fire at the target.

TRAINING TECHNIQUES
from GSL Defense Training

If you miss (especially low and left) or see 
muzzle movement (dipping) on the dummy 
rounds, stop, unload and clear the gun, and 
dry-fire until you get ten perfect reps. Once 
you are back on track, go back to live fire.

Keep coming back to this drill and it will 
help you stay sharp.

If you are shooting a single ragged hole, 
move back or speed up and keep improv-
ing.  

Be Safe! Have Fun!

100-Round 

Skill Sustainment Drill
by GSL Defense Training 
staff
Here is a 100-round sug-
gested course of fire to 
sustain fundamental shoot-
ing skills you’ve learned in 
class.  Suggested range:  
three to four yards to start, 
five to seven yards as you 
improve your skills. Target 
is 3” to 5” circle or 3” x 5” 
index card.

10 Rounds:  Slow fire 
marksmanship.  Concen-
trate on your crush grip, 
sight picture and sign align-
ment and smooth trigger 
squeeze/press to make as 
close to a ragged, one-hole 
group as you can make it.  
Fire two, five-round strings 
to practice reload technique 
in the middle.

10 Rounds:  Presentations 
from position two and 
three.  Do this dry-firing 
with an empty gun five 
times each from position 
two (just out of holster 
pointed at the target) and 
again from position three 
(high compressed ready), 
initially at about half speed.   
Concentrate on eliminating 
wasted movement.  Slow 
is smooth, smooth is fast.  
Repeat with loaded gun: 
one shot, 5 times bringing 
gun up from position two, 5 
times bringing gun up from 
position three.  Shot speed 
is dictated by your ability to 
put all shots into a 3” to 5” 
circle or onto a 3x5 index 
card stapled vertically - it’s 

a balance of speed and 
accuracy.

10 Rounds:  The Draw.  
Do this dry-fire at home, 
practicing a smooth draw 
after clearing your cover 
garment.  Remember: Slow 
is smooth.  Smooth is fast.  
And don’t put any soft body 
parts in front of that muzzle.  
At the range, draw and fire 
one round, hitting a 3” to 5” 
dot at 3-5 yards.  As quickly 
as you are able to make 
good hits safely.  If you’re 
on a public range that won’t 
allow draws, practice more 
presentations from position 
two.

10 Rounds:  Strong hand 
/ Support hand only.  
Shoot five rounds, slow 
fire, strong hand only using 
good form.  Repeat with 
support hand only.  Con-
centrate on fundamentals 
and keep all shots in your 
circle or on index card.

10 Rounds:  Rhythm 
Drills.  A rhythm drill is 
where you learn to shoot 
faster while keeping your 
rounds on target.   Same 
3-5” circle or 3x5 index 
card.  Start with five rounds 
loaded and shoot one 
round, then a second shot 
one second later, then a 
third a half-second later, 
then a fourth shot a quarter 
second later then the fifth 
shot as quickly as you can 
get it off and stay on the 
target.  Repeat two times.  

Can’t shoot “rapid fire” at 
your range?  Shoot five 
controlled pairs or repeat 
the previous strong hand/
weak hand drill.

10 Rounds:  Reloads.  
Chambered round w/
empty mag.  Draw and fire 
one shot, reload and fire 
a second shot as quickly 
as you can keep your shot 
on target.  For revolvers, 
load and fire one shot and 
practice reloading.

10 Rounds:   Malfunctions.  
Load “funny” mag with five 
live rounds and some spent 
rounds (first round into the 
magazine should be a live 
round).  Start with unloaded 
chamber and loaded “fun-
ny” mag.  Engage with tap/ 
rack/ bang or tap/ rack/ lock 
slide back/ eject magazine/ 
clear obstruction / reload / 
rack/ reengage.   Repeat 
for two “funny” mags.

20 Rounds:  Shooters 
choice of what you like.  
It’s also important to make 
this enjoyable so have 
some fun.  Double-taps, 
more draws, slow-fire, long 
range, barricades, instinct 
shooting (where allowed) 
and so forth.  Have fun 
with it.

FINAL  10 Rounds:  Come 
back to the beginning and 
finish with what you started 
with, marksmanship and 
focus. Two five-shot strings 
with a reload.

Download free targets with in-
structions for use that you can use 
for your range visits at the GSL Defense 
Training Facebook page.

Sharp Defense
Jim Sharp

N.R.A. & Illinois Concealed Carry Classes
Paxton, IL

Serving Ford, Iroquois, Livingston, McLean, Piatt, 
Champaign, Vermilion Counties and beyond

Call 217 379-3652 
email:  training@sharpcs.com

Storage Containers
And Trailers

For Rent or Sale
Delivered to your site

20’ or 40’ Long - 8’ Wide
MEL PRICE & CO.

1938 Bowman Ave.
Danville, IL 61832

217-442-9092

Terrance c. Sullivan, managing broker

Lyons-suLLivan ReaLty, inc.
321 W. madiSon STreeT, PonTiac, il 61764 
office 815-842-1400 | direcT 815-674-6299 

LyonssuLLivanReaLty.com
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BEARing
All

Product Review 
EagleTac T25C2 flashlight
By Bear St. Pierre
I put my bear paws on the EagleTac T25C2 
Tactical Flashlight for the past few months, 
and here’s what I found.   First, it’s well 
built and durable. I have dropped it plenty 
of times, mostly on concrete (even my 
driveway), and it’s pretty much no worse 
for wear.  It’s tough, and I have no doubt it 
would fare better than a bad guy if I need to 
get a sample of DNA from the tissue cover-
ing his brain housing group.

It’s bright, emitting a scorching 1180 
lumens.  The rechargeable Lithium Iion 
18650 battery has performed flawlessly 
thus far, as expected.  It runs for about an 
hour and a half between charges.  You can 
also use standard CR123A Lithium batter-
ies as well.  The street price on this unit is 
about $100 without the rechargeable bat-
tery package.  

I found myself pleasantly surprised with all 
the bonus hardware that accompanies the 
light inside the packaging.  Included was an 
outside the waistband nylon case, a lanyard 
so it can be worn around one’s wrist for 
retaining the light (think reloads or drop-
prone people), and a rubber tail cap to allow 
you to use the flashlight as a lantern by 
sitting it straight up.  EagleTac also includes 
a hard rubber combat grip ring, allowing 
you to hold the flashlight like a cigar whilst 
depressing the button while using it with a 
handgun.  There’s a spacer ring if you want 
to take off the combat grip ring.  Last on the 
list is the pocket clip. The clip is made out 
of stainless steel, but coated in titanium, but 
more on the clip later.

The light is set up with “regular” and “tacti-

cal” modes.  The tactical mode has all sorts 
of settings, including strobe settings and a 
moonlight setting.  There’s also a host of 
other novelty settings that in my opinion are 
just gimmicks.  You can probably signal the 
space station, or your friends or enemies, 
but those settings are a pain to use as you 
need both hands  to access them (“Hold on, 
Mr. Bad Guy.  I need to access my beacon 
setting...”).  

I will say there’s a tailcap strobe setting 
which is at least marginally useful, and 
when I finally got it activated, I had a whole 
new respect for this tool.  It’s accessed by 
rapidly depressing the tailcap momentarily 
two times.  It’s genius, simple and I like it. I 
will say it was a pain to get it turned on, but 
now that it’s activated, it has got the poten-
tial to be useful.

I don’t think EagleTac thought their clip 
placement all the way through.  Why can’t 
we have two if not three options of where to 
place the clip? The clip on this light is about 
1½ inches from the on/off switch, leaving 
about that much flashlight to dig in your hip 
when sitting, driving, or bending down.   I 
would have preferred to move the clip a 
little closer to the switch allowing more 
flashlight into my pocket and less digging 
into my hip.

The light comes with a lifetime warranty, but 
there’s a catch.  A big catch.  You have to 
send it to China for service.  According to 
my friend John Boch, it takes about a month 
or six weeks to get it back.  

In many ways I’m happy with this light, but 
there are some drawbacks.  The EagleTac 
T25C2 Tactical Flashlight has earned 3.5 
bear paws out of 5. 

You’ve completed your safe room and 
now have lots of secure space.  What 
is the best way to store, organize and 
display your firearm collection?  Many opt 
for beautiful wood cabinetry or finished 
wood racks.  I’ve even run into a few 
people who put a gun safe inside their 
safe room!

We wanted a storage system that was 
sturdy, easy to clean, looked nice, kept 
our firearms organized and allowed for 
quick access.  We finally settled on a wall 
mounted storage system made by Gallow 
Technologies (www.gallowtech.com).

Gallow Tech’s system is modular, con-
sisting of wall mounted 2 x 3 foot metal 
panels strong enough to hold hundreds of 
pounds of equipment.  You can arrange 
these panels in almost any configuration.

The system includes a variety of shelves, 
holders and hooks designed to safely and 
securely hold your long guns, hand guns, 
magazines, ammunition and all of the 
associated equipment.  Gallow’s system 
is designed to use space very efficiently – 
allowing you to put more stuff in a smaller 
space while still keeping things organized 
and easy to access.  Also, this system 
can be reconfigured.  As your gun col-

lection changes, this storage system can 
change right along with it.

We opted for one of Gallow Tech’s pre-
configured systems, which included sev-
eral metal panels and a variety of firearm 
holders.  These pre-configured systems 
come in multiple sizes to accommodate 
different gun collections and different 
budgets.

Installation required some basic carpen-
try skills.  Things need to be level.  You 
need to make sure the mounting screws 
are solidly anchored to the studs.  Any 
experienced do-it-yourselfer should 
find this system very straight forward to 
install.  Once completed, the system was 
very sturdy and looked like a pro had 
installed it.

The firearm holders easily snap into the 
metal panels, similar to pegboard hooks, 
allowing you to place them pretty much 
anywhere.  The holders are lined with soft 
rubber to avoid scratches.  

After years of locking our firearms away 
in a gun safe, it’s going to feel a little 
weird storing them on the wall in our safe 
room.  But, I’m betting we will get over 
that pretty quickly.

Product review: 
Gallow Technologies Modular Gun Storage System
by A. GunsSaveLife Member

Did you pick up this copy of GunNews at a 
store or restaurant?  
1.  Thank the business for allowing us to place Gun-
News there.  

2.  If you’re not already a member of Guns Save Life, 
please join.  You’ll be helping to maintain and expand 
our firearm civil rights, and you’ll get this newspaper 
delivered to your door each month.  
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Pontiac!
Guns Save Life’s Executive Director John 
Boch call the October 2015 Pontiac GSL 
meeting to order and led the assembled 
masses of the faithful in the Pledge of Al-
legiance.

Pontiac Regional Coordinator Jackie Grag-
son was self-quarantining with a case of 
the mumps, courtesy of her classmates at 
Heartland Community College.  The good 
news is Jackie has since recovered and is 
doing well and will return next month to as-
sume her duties.

It was a bit of a skeleton meeting as the 
support materials to run a meeting weren’t 
present, but we adapted and overcame, 
recognizing newcomers (sorry, no stick-
ers this month) and our veteran attendees 
(which, as normal, ran about 50% of the 
audience).  It was a good turn-out with sixty 
to seventy present.

The Honorable Senator Jason Barickman.

The Honorable State Senator Jason 
Barickman was on hand as a special 
guest speaker.  He was warmly welcomed 
by the audience and spoke to what’s hap-
pening (and not happening) in Springfield at 
the moment.

In short, the General Assembly has been 
“all budget, all of the time” for the past few 
months as the governor and the House and 
Senate leaders are locked in a stalemate 
about the state’s budget - or lack thereof.

Senator Barickman said that he expects 
The World Shooting Complex in Sparta, 
Illinois will probably reopen when an 
agreement on the budget is reached.  In 

the meantime, the facility is closed, but 
the state is still paying most of the workers 
there.

The audience peppered the youthful sena-
tor with questions of a host of topics.  We 
thank Senator Barickman for taking time to 
stop by.

John gave his ED Report and Wendy Boch 
gave a summary of the spectacularly suc-
cessful HOOAH Deer Hunt for Heroes golf 
outing that took place a couple of weeks 
earlier right there in Pontiac.

While half of the soldiers weren’t able to 
make it for unknown reasons, we still had 
four active duty military that turned out 
Thursday night.  Bernardi’s II comped their 
meals Thursday evening, and the St. Paul 
Lutheran Church fed the soldiers and some 
civilians that accompanied them on a warm 
up golf outing on Friday.

Wendy thanked the Elk’s Club for their 
magnificent hospitality, including the club 
waiving all of the fees for the Friday golfing 
and giving the group an exceptional price 
break for Saturday’s event.  She reported 
that the event probably will end up netting 
about $10,000, not bad for Wendy’s first 
golf outing.  She’s already making plans to 
make it even better next year.  Among the 
locals that went way above and beyond  
included Terry Riccolo, James Kirk, Beck’s 
Seeds, Big R, and a bunch of GSL mem-
bers from the Pontiac area who volunteered 
in a host of ways.

Main Speaker
Randy Levere from Mission 22
Randy Levere praised Guns Save Life and 
its mission expanding gun rights in Illinois.  
Randy hails from Indiana, a state that’s a 
little bit more firearm-friendly than Illinois.

He said he became aware of GSL from 
meeting GSL’s sponsored shooter Chris 
Betley at a national 3-gun competition and 
arrangements were made to bring him and 
the Mission 22 message to Guns Save Life.  

Mission 22 is a fairly new service organiza-
tion whose mission is to raise awareness, 
enlist support, and end veteran suicide in 
America.   

We lose about 22 veterans each and every 
day to suicide and Randy talked about how 
important it was to get at-risk veterans help, 
even if it’s as simple as getting them out 
amongst other people doing things.

John Wolf won the gun at the Pontiac 
GSL meeting, the new Savage A17 semi-
automatic .17 HMR rifle.  Congrats.  He’s 
pictured here with Lonny Wilcox from Big R.  
Thanks to Big R in Pontiac for providing this 
month’s gun!

John Boch brought some Glocks to the 
meeting, showing different models and the 
differences between generations in both the 
guns and the magazines.  There are mil-
lions of Glocks in America today, thanks to 
their reliability, durability and affordability.

Randy Levere, left, of Mission 22 poses ahead of the meeting with Guns Save Life’s Ex-
ecutive Director John Boch.  Mission 22 works to raise awareness and work towards the 
prevention of the 22 veteran suicides that take place each day in America.

Mission

22

By getting them involved in positive activi-
ties, and talking with other people, those 
simple things can help bring them out of 
“that dark place” that has them contemplat-
ing ending their lives.  

One of the core missions of the group is to 
provide resources and information to the 
veterans themselves, as well as their fami-
lies and communities to combat suicide.

We’ll feature some of their potentially 
life-saving strategies in a future issue of 
GunNews.

Tech Time
The Ubiquitous Glock
John Boch reviewed the Glock pistol in its 
origination around 1980, through its gen-
erations of improvements, using samples 
to show some of the changes that have 
been made to this gun that’s everywhere in 
America.

We gave away a few door prizes and John 
Wolf won the Savage A17 rifle.  

We’ll see you next month!
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DAVE’S FIREARMS
Firearms - Ammunition - Reloading - Accessories

IT’S TIME to stop in and see the Largest Selection of 
Firearms and Accessories in East Central Illinois, in our 
NEWLY EXPANDED SHOWROOM.

Located between 
St. Joseph and Urbana, 

IL., on Route 150 
in Mayview

IN THE 

BIG RED 
BUILDING

1868 CR 1600 N.
Urbana, IL   61802

217-469-8000

Product Review

CQB MK-V Tactical Destroyer 
Author unknown

Instruction From The Editor To The Journalist
Frangible Arms just bought a four page color ad 
in our next issue. 
They sent us their 
latest offering, the 
CQB MK-V Tactical 
Destroyer. I told 
Fred to take it out 
to the range to test. 
He’ll have the data 
for you tomorrow.

Feedback From Technician Fred
The pistol is a crude copy of the World War II 
Japanese Nambu type 14 pistol, except it’s made 
from unfinished zinc castings. The grips are 
pressed cardboard. The barrel is unrifled pipe. 
There are file marks all over the gun, inside and 
out.

Only 10 rounds of 8mm ammunition were sup-
plied. Based on previous experience with a genu-
ine Nambu, I set up a target two feet down range. 
I managed to cram four rounds in the magazine 
and one in the chamber. I taped the magazine in 
place, bolted the pistol into a machine rest, got 
behind a barricade, and pulled the trigger with 
20 feet of 550 cord. I was unable to measure the 
trigger pull because my fish scale tops out at 32 
pounds. On the third try, the pistol fired. From 
outline of the holes, I think the barrel, frame, 
magazine, trigger and recoil spring blew through 
the target. The remaining parts scattered over the 
landscape.

I sent the machine rest back to the factory to see 
if they can fix it, and we need to replace the shoot-
ing bench for the nice people who own the range. 
I’ll be off for the rest of the day. My ears are still 
ringing. I need a drink.

Article Produced By The Journalist
The CQB MK-V Tactical Destroyer is arguably the 
deadliest pistol in the world. Based on a combat 
proven military design, but constructed almost 
entirely of space age alloy, it features a remark-
able barrel design engineered to produce a cone 
of fire, a feature much valued by Special Forces 
world wide. The Destroyer shows clear evidence 
of extensive hand fitting. The weapon disassem-
bles rapidly without tools. At a reasonable combat 
distance, I put five holes in the target faster than I 
would have thought possible. This is the pistol to 
have if you want to end a gunfight at all costs. The 
gun is a keeper, and I find myself unable to send 
it back.

Reviews:  Gun Magazines
by John Boch
Gun magazines are big 
business and they’re getting 
pricey.  You could spend a 
C-note on a handful of some 
titles and come away pretty 
disappointed, or you can fol-
low us towards some wheat, 
leaving the chaff behind.

After looking over a host of 
titles, there are a couple of 
outstanding dead-tree gun 
magazines that I feel stand 
head and shoulders above 
the competition.  

First, for honest reviews that 
don’t pull punches or cover 
up problematic guns, Gun 
Tests is the gold stan-
dard.  GunTests accepts no 
advertising, yet subscription 
rates are still quite affordable 
(about $20/year with web 
access to past issues).

GunTests pulls no punches 
and calls them fairly.  If they 
get a poor performer, they 
detail failings.  They don’t 
cover up flea-infested dogs 
to play nice with big advertis-
ers (see sidebar).

If you’re looking for the latest 
and greatest in a gun maga-
zine, there’s only one place 

to go:  RECOIL.

RECOIL overcame some 
backlash from one instance 
of bone-headed writing 
early on.  They sacked the 
writer/editor in question (and 
his boss) and have since 
rehabilitated their brand with 
outstanding writing, great 
photos and an appealing, 
modern layout every issue.  
The pages are made of 
heavy stock, the cover is 
made of super-heavy stock 
and it’s color from cover to 
cover.  In short, RECOIL is 
cool, hip and exciting.  Think 
of it as Maxim for guns.

Their most recent issue 
featured over two hundred 
pages chock full of good 
stuff, including:  carbon-fiber 
handled folding self-defense 
knives, a go-anywhere, do 
anything custom Jeep, the 

next generation subgun, 
the importance of training, 
S&W’s new CORE pistol, a 
new suppressed precision 
shooting rifle, a new DPMS 
.308 M4, a profile on Ernest 
Emerson, bear hunting in 
Idaho, a fold-out target, a 
new, state-of-the-art .308 
bolt gun, a story on survival, 
home security considerations 
when shopping for a new 
home,  AR armorer tools, 
another story on personal 
defense, and information on 
some nationally recognized 
trainers (including Steve Ta-
rani, who taught a defensive 
knife class I particularly en-
joyed).  Even the advertise-
ments feature cutting edge 
products.

Contrast that with barely 
100 pages in this month’s 
Guns & Ammo, your daddy’s 
favorite gun magazine from 
the 1960s and 1970s.  Guns 
& Ammo is pretty standard 
for the old, traditional gun 
magazines.  

What do you get when you 
bust your $10 bill for a G&A?  

You get the G&A “Of the 
Year” awards for products 
that may or may not be from 
big advertising customers.  
You get pages that feel as 
thin as tissue paper with sto-

ries on topics like powerful 
revolver cartridges, hunt-
ing mule deer and the 50th 
anniversary of the .22-250 
cartridge.  Thank goodness 
for amphetamines, right?

Also there is a big article on 
Springfield Armory’s new 
“Mod 2” pistols, right before 
over two (more) pages of 
Springfield Armory advertise-
ments.  If Duck Dynasty is 
your thing, you might like 
their multi-page interview 
with a couple of the Robert-
sons.  There’s also a story 
that asks, “Are rifle hunters 
doing it wrong?” 

The choice is clear.

RECOIL is not cheap at 
about $10 for a single issue, 
or $49.95 for an annual ride 
(six issues), but in our view, 
it’s worth every penny to 
keep abreast of what’s new 
in the gun culture.

Guns & Ammo, and a slew of other gun 
periodicals are published by InterMedia 
Outdoors, a company based smack-
dab in Guns Save Life territory in 
Peoria, IL.   

They are rumored to have scores of 
full-time employees.  You would think 
they would live and breath gun rights 
as part of gun culture.  You might think 
they would be all over grassroots gun 
rights activism in their home city, right?

Guns Save Life has held monthly meet-
ings with great speakers and technical 
presentations every month for two plus 
years right on the doorstep of Guns & 
Ammo.  

If they’ve shown up in that time, they 
haven’t introduced themselves or of-
fered to share insight into the firearm 
world not even once.  It’s not for a lack 
of invitations, either, via telephone, in 
writing and in person.

More than a few of our members have 
asked why they don’t attend or even 
try to promote their publications at 
our meetings.  “Are they really part of 
the gun culture or are they just writing 
about guns for a paycheck?” seems to 
be the most commonly asked question.  

We would love to get a definitive an-
swer to that question ourselves.

PLAYIN’ IN PEORIA:  
Do the gun mag employees really care about gun rights?



GunNews Magazine  - 22 - November 2015

Coming events  -- to add your event, email johnnaese at frontier.com
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Danville Rifle and Pistol Club, 
Oakwood, IL.

Steel Plate Challenge Match – 2nd Sunday 
of each month, March through December 
(weather permitting).  Sign up is from 9 to 
9:45 am; after a shooter’s meeting, hammer 
falls at 10 am.  Match concludes at about 
12:30 pm.  You can use a .22 rifle, .22 pis-
tol, or a center fire pistol.   Larry Pasquale, 
217-443-2050, l.pasquale@drpc-danville.
com.  Range website is www.drpc-danville.
com/  

Foosland Sportsmens Club
Sept. 5 - Nov. 8 - 6am Breakfast, 8am Splat-
terboard.  Tuesday night Trap shoot, 6 pm 
on the second and fourth Tuesdays; Nov. 
dates are Nov. 10th and Nov. 25th.  www.
fooslandsportsmensclub.com 

Leroy Rifle and Pistol Club
Every Thursday Evening, 4pm to 9pm – 50 
bird Trap Derby. Dick Miller, 309-962-8102 
rcmillerir2001@vahoo.com 
St. Joseph Sportsman’s Club Every Wed 
(5-10p) & Sat. (noon-4) – Trap and skeet 
shooting, open to the public. stjoseph-
sportsmanclub@gmail.com; or Call (217) 
469-2768.  

Westville Sportsmans Club
Every Wednesday: Trapshooting Practice 
open to the public 6-10pm.  Every Saturday:  
Trapshooting Games open to the public 
6-10pm.  Kitchen open both nights.  Rifle 
and Pistol Range open to members only 
during daylight hours.  $55.00 single/$75.00 
family yearly memberships available.  
nuthinbutdust@yahoo.com / 217-267-2612.

Highland Rifle & Pistol Club, 
Highland, IL 

Nov. 1 - Military Shoot 
Nov. 7 - Cowboy Shoot 
Nov. 27 & 28 - Hunter Safety Course.  8 am 
to 4:30 pm Friday, 8 am to noon Saturday.  
618-654-5971; www.highlandgunclub.com.  

Darnall’s GunWorks and Ranges, 
Bloomington, IL

Nov. 1 - IDPA Shoot
Nov. 21 - SASS Cowboy Shoot
Tuesday through Sunday, Trap shooting and 
indoor pistol range open to the public 9 am 
until closing.  
Every Tuesday and Wednesday, NRA First 
Steps pistol, 6:30 pm.  
For information about events or to register 
for a CCW class, calls Darnall’s at 309-379-
4331, or see www.darnalls.com.  Also see 
their ad in this issue for a list of classes.  

ISRA Range, Bonfield, IL
Oct. 24 – ISRA Annual Sighting-In Day.  
ISRA Indoor Air Gun League, every 
Wednesday, 5 pm to 9 pm, ISRA Range 
Clubhouse, Bonfield, IL.  Indoor Precision 
Shooting League for Air Rifle and Pistols.  
Contact Mike James, mikej@isra.org, 847-

456-3386.  
For information about  events, see www.
isra.org, or call the ISRA office at 815-635-
3198.  

ICLEA, Crescent City, IL 
Oct. 24 & 25 – Hunter Safety Class
Info:  email iclea2001@hotmail.com

High Caliber, Urbana, IL
Nov. 4 - The Well Armed Woman, Cham-
paign Co. Shooting Chapter meeting, 6 pm.  
Glock Sport Shooting Foundation Indoor 
Match Series:  Nov. 14, Dec. 12. 
Every Friday Night:  Date night; special pric-
ing for couples.  
Open to the public Monday through Sunday.  
Indoor pistol, rifle, and shotgun range.  
For information about events or to register 
for courses, call 217-344-4282 or visit www.
highcalibertrainingcenter.com. Also see their 
ad in this issue.  

GUNS SAVE LIFE MEETINGS
Oct. 25 - Chicago GSL - Oak Lawn VFW, 
9514 S. 52nd Ave., Oak Lawn, IL, 60453.  
Dinner and Conversation begin around 4 
pm; Meeting at 5:30 pm.  Alfreda Keller, 
708-800-5263, kellerf@gunssavelife.com.  
Nov. 2 – Sangamon County GSL, 
Springfield.  Scheels, 3801 South 
MacArthur Boulevard, Springfield, IL. 
Nov. 3 – Pontiac GSL, VFW Post 886, 531 
W. Lincoln Ave., Pontiac, IL   61764.
Nov. 5 -  Peoria GSL, Childers Banquet 
Center, 3113 Dries Lane, Peoria, IL   
61604.  Dinner 5 pm - 6:45 pm, meeting 
7 pm.  Steve Schnurbusch at steve_
schnurbusch@hotmail.com
Nov. 10 – Champaign GSL, Fluid Events, 
601 N. Country Fair Drive, Champaign, IL.  
‘Bear’ St. Pierre, estpierre@gunssavelife.
com; 217-480-2327.
Nov. 11 - Charleston GSL, Charleston 
VFW, 1821 20th Street, Charleston, IL. Bill 
Harrison, 217-345-2556, mrbil1@juno.com.  
Nov. 29 - Chicago GSL - Oak Lawn VFW, 
9514 S. 52nd Ave., Oak Lawn, IL, 60453.  
Dinner and Conversation begin around 4 
pm; Meeting at 5:30 pm.  Alfreda Keller, 
708-800-5263, kellerf@gunssavelife.com.  

IDNR Wingshooting Clinics
Oct. 24 – Youth Wingshooting Clinic & 
Pheasant Hunt; Edward R. Madigan State 
Fish & Wildlife Area, Lincoln, IL.  618-267-
3846, or register online at IDNR.  
Oct. 25 – Youth / Women’s Wingshoot-
ing Clinic & Pheasant Hunt, Quail Country 
Hunts, Mulberry Grove, IL.  618-267-3846.  
Oct. 24 & 25 - Youth / Women’s Wingshoot-
ing Clinic, Ten Mile Creek State Fish & Wild-
life Area, McLeansboro, IL.  618-643-2862.  
Oct. 31 – Youth Wingshooting Clinic & 
Pheasant Hunt, Wild Rural Park Hunting & 
Fishing Preserve, Waggoner, IL.  217-498-
9799.  

Friends of NRA Events

Oct. 24 - Carroll County Friends of NRA, 
5 pm, Henry’s Double K, Mount Carroll IL.  
Clark Van Buskirk, 815-493-2601; Email: 
carrollcountyfnra@gmail.com 
Oct. 31 - Southern Illinois Calendar Project 
Friends of NRA, 5:30 pm. Stier Arms, 
Marion, IL.  Michael Corkran, 618-521-1305; 
Email: mcorkran@mchsi.com 
Nov. 7 - Land of Lincoln Friends of NRA, 5 
pm, Indian Oaks Country Club, Shabbona, 
IL.  Mike Huber, 815-652-0033, mhuber@
nrahq.org.  

Gun Shows
Oct. 24 & 25 – Effingham Gun Show, 
Knights of Columbus, Effingham.  
millmanxx@gmail.com, 618-495-2572.  
Nov. 7 & 8 - Bloomington Gun Show, Inter-
state Center, Bloomington, IL.  millmanxx@
gmail.com, 618-495-2572.  
Nov. 8 - McHenry Co. Gun Show, Holiday 
Inn Convention Center, Crystal Lake, IL.  DJ 
Guns, Don Cichoski, 815-385-1982; dandj-
guns1911@att.net 
Nov. 8 – Kane County Sportsman’s Show, 
Kane County Fairgrounds, St. Charles, 
IL.815-758-2773; kanesportshow.com.  
Nov. 14 - Joliet Sportsman & Gun Show, 
Moose Lodge, Joliet, IL.  Ross Cloe, 815-
263-2810; www.thecloegroupllc.com 
Nov. 14 & 15 - Jacksonville Gun & Out-
doorsman Show, Diamond Expo Center, 
Jacksonville, IL.  Diamond Center LLC, 217-
248-1698; www.diamondexpocenter.com 
Nov. 21 & 22 - New Berlin Gun Show, 
Sangamon Co. Fairgrounds, New Berlin, IL.  
Rick Thrasher, 217-416-0618; wra662000@
yahoo.com 
Nov. 22 - Joliet Military Collectors Show, 
American Legion Post 5, Joliet, IL.  Histori-
cal Investments, 630-968-5985; historicalin-
vinc@aol.com 
Nov. 28 & 29 - Champaign Gun Show, Fluid 
Events Center, Champaign, IL.  Bob Leck-
rone, millmanxx@gmail.com, 618-495-2572.  
Nov. 28 & 29 - Kankakee Gun & Sports-
mans Expo, Kankakee Co. Fairgrounds, 
Kankakee, IL.  Ross Cloe, 815-263-2810; 
www.thecloegroupllc.com 

Other Events of Interest
Nov. 7 – South Suburban Police Pistol 
League, 30 round Bullseye matches, 9 am 
to 5 pm, Midlothian, IL. Norm Pestlin, 708-
532-4743
Nov. 7 - Youth Quail / Pheasant hunt for 
ages 10-16; Louisville, IL.  Dan Hecht, 217-
342-6226; dannyhecht@danhecht.com 
Nov. 10 – Knox County Riflemen monthly 
meeting, 7pm, VFW Post 2257, Galesburg, 
IL.Facebook.com/knoxriflemen.
Oct. 17, 24, 31; Nov. 7, 14, 21 - Ladies Intro 
to Trapshooting.  Give trapshooting a shot!  
Six Saturday afternoons, 2 pm to 4 pm.  
$20 one time league fee, then $9 per day 
for 50 targets.  Bring two boxes of shells.  
Instruction & loaner guns included.  X-Line 
Gun Club, Kankakee, IL.  Jack Miller, 815-
295-1194.  

Get proven results
Why advertise in GunNews?  Because we get proven re-
sults for your advertising dollars.  With over 20,000 gun 
owners reading GunNews each month, mostly in Illinois and 
western Indiana, it’s targeted at the people you likely want 
to access:  intelligent, productive, gun-owning folks with 
money to spend.  In addition, issues are posted online and 
hundreds of additional copies are downloaded electronically.  

AND you’re supporting a grassroots organization that gets 
proven results getting its members involved and constantly 
educates the public to the proven benefits of firearms own-
ership.  

Deadline
The first Friday of the month.

If not in electronic format or camera ready, submit a basic 
description of what the ad should look like (business name, 
address, phone, product lines, prices, hours, message, etc) 
and we will put an ad together for you.

Ad Rates
Ad rates per run Once      4+ times   12 times  (per year) 
Full page * $350 $320 $300  ($3600 total)
Half page $250 $220 $200    ($2400 total)
Quarter   $160 $140 $120 ($1440 total)
Eighth  $100 $90 $80   ($960 total)
Sixteenth $55 $50 $45   ($540 total)
Columns are 12” tall and 2.4” wide.  
*Full page advertisers are entitled to one free “Blog” post 
advertisement at GunsSaveLife.
Guaranteed four-color ad placement is twice the normal 
rate, as space permits.

Ad Submissions
Ideally, ad should be in electronic format or camera / scan-
ner ready.  If in electronic format, Adobe InDesign (3.0) is 
strongly preferred, although a high-quality Adobe .pdf will 
work.  They can be submitted via email to johnnaese at 
frontier.com or via CD or DVD to GunNews, PO Box 51, 
Savoy, Illinois 61874.  

ADVERTISE
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Dean Rothermel  
1955 - 2015

It is with profound sadness that we must report 
one of the earliest members of our Guns Save 
Life family has passed away.

Guns Save Life Director Dean Rothermel 
slipped away early September 30th at Barnes 
Hospital in St. Louis following a valiant, near 
year-long battle with multiple myeloma.

Dean Rothermel was a true gentleman and 
exceptional patriot.    He was a remarkable man 
among remarkable men, and a tireless advo-
cate for civil rights and freedom and a great 
friend.

We’re reminded of what George Patton once 
said:  “It is foolish and wrong to mourn the men 
who died. Rather we should thank God that 
such men lived.”

Indeed, let us give thanks to God for sending us 
men like Dean Rothermel.

by John Boch
Dean Rothermel was one of 
many great friends I’ve made 
at Guns Save Life over the 
years.  Dean loved guns and 
shooting.  He was always at a 
gun show, Liberty Guns or his 
White Barn gunshop before 
that it seemed.  When it came 
to Ruger firearms, Dean was 
the guy to see for custom 
work.

One of Dean’s best friends 
from way back was the Indy 
1500 gun show promoter Bob 
Lacrone.  Dean told us that 
many years ago, Mr. Lacrone 
personally challenged Dean 
to do something meaningful, 
in person, that was larger 
than himself to ensure future 
generations would be able 
to share Dean’s passion in 
shooting.  

About that time, Dean heard 
about a monthly meeting of 
gun rights enthusiasts less 
than an hour from his home.  
That meeting was for the 
predecessor group to Guns 
Save Life.

At that first meeting, Dean 
found something far more 
than he expected.  It was a 
group of educated, intelligent 
and passionate people shar-

ing their fondness for free-
dom and firearm civil rights.  
“These weren’t wild-eyed 
radicals, or dumb rednecks,” 
Dean recalled.  

He kept coming and contin-
ued to be impressed.

Soon, Dean had found a 
home and new friends.  Over 
the years, both good and 
bad, Dean was a regular at 
our meetings and somehow 
managed to find time to help 
with projects big and small, 
not the least of which was our 
highway sign program.  

I worked many a sign detail 
with Dean, riding shotgun 
as we hauled tools and sign 
panels in Dean’s big Dodge 
pickup truck.  He and I and 
many others worked shoul-
der-to-shoulder, erecting sign 
sets that have since been 
seen over a billion times by 
passersby.  

Those signs entertain travel-
ers and commuters each day, 
silently and subtly influenc-
ing readers towards our way 
of thinking on gun rights.  It 
was one program of many 
where Dean helped do things 
far bigger than himself.  He 
helped change the attitudes 

and beliefs of millions of 
Americans to be far more pro-
gun than they were back in 
the early- to mid-1990s.

Dean helped the cause in 
countless other ways as well, 
and served as a Director of 
Guns Save Life for many of 
the last ten years, bringing 
his firearm business expertise 
and enthusiasm to help us 
grow.

Personally, our friendship 
continued to flourish over the 
years and recently, Dean was 
an usher at my wedding.  It 
seemed a natural position as 
he knew, or was known by, 
almost everyone from my side 
of the ceremony.    Not that it 
mattered though as Dean was 
liked by pretty much everyone 
he ever met.  That explains in 
part why it was almost impos-
sible to find parking within five 
blocks of his funeral visitation.

He was well-liked for good 
reason:  he was a prototypical 
nice guy with a sense of hu-
mor and an eternal optimism.  
His knowledge, honesty, eth-
ics - and patriotism - ran wide 
and deep.

Even in his illness at the end, 
he still did things far bigger 

than himself.  

In one of many nondescript 
medical center waiting rooms, 
he overheard some people 
talking about a relative’s un-
wanted pregnancy.  He struck 
up a conversation, and put 
the family together with his 
church pastor.  Dean knew 
his pastor had for many years 
struggled with fertility issues 
in his marriage.  

Today, the pastor and his wife 
are finalizing the adoption of 
that newborn baby, forever 
grateful to Dean Rothermel 
for helping God answer their 
prayers for a child of their 
own.  

Just as America misses its 
Founding Fathers, America  
too will miss Dean Rothermel.  

Rest assured his work, like 
that of our Founding Fathers, 
will live on, influencing people 
on a daily basis towards the 
freedom and liberty Dean 
held so dear.

Thank you Lord, for sending 
us men like Dean Rothermel, 
men rarer and more precious 
than diamonds.

Dean Rothermel remembered

Liberty Guns will continue to operate
Liberty Guns, Dean Rothermel’s gun shop in Homer, IL, will 
continue to operate.  Dean’s widow, Sharon Rothermel, has 
filed the necessary paperwork with the ATF to continue to run 

the shop.  The same folks who have helped run the shop for 
these past few months will continue on, serving customers in 
the afternoons as Dean had done for many years.

Support 
Operation Santa
Operation Santa is the largest stocking 
drive for our nation’s armed forces mem-
bers serving overseas, combat support 
hospitals and K-9 units. Two weeks before 
Thanksgiving, 10,000+  stockings will be 
stuffed and shipped to all branches of our 
armed forces.

We are an all-volunteer force, so 100% of 
your gift supports our  Armed Forces.  Due 
to the economy, funds are our greatest 
need and they are used primarily to pay 
postage for the care packages. 

Please send your tax deductible gift to:

Operation Santa
PO Box 1975
Bloomington, IL  61702-1975
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Renew or sign up for a new 
one-year membership in 
Guns Save Life (form on back 
cover), and you can sign up a 
second individual for an an-
nual membership for only $20 
more.  

They will enjoy full member-
ship privileges in Guns Save 

Life, including delivery of 
GunNews to their mailbox 
each month.  Limited time of-
fer.  Enroll now!  No limit on 
this deal.  For example:  sign 
up for a three-year member-
ship or renewal, you can sign 
up three new members for 
$20 each.

A SCREAMING GOOD DEAL:

Sign up a friend for only $20 more...

 

Join Guns Save Life
Name

Address

City                                                                     State             ZIP

Telephone (for urgent alerts only)                      E-mail

Dues:

Donations:

Is this a gift membership?  If so, from whom:

_______   $30 - Annual membership
_______   $20 - Sign up a friend bonus
            (with a regular annual membership)
_______   $90 - Three-year membership
_______ $1000 - Life Membership 
_______  $500 - Life Membership Age 65+

_______   Legal Defense Fund donation
_______   Range Acquisition Fund donation
_______   Burma-style Sign Fund donation

_______    Total Enclosed

We encourage anyone who supports civil rights, particularly the civil right of 
self-defense to join with us in our battle to retain and restore our civil rights.  

Clip this application and mail it along with your check to 
GunsSaveLife.com, PO Box 51, Savoy, IL 61874.   Thanks!

Do you like GunNews?

Would you like it delivered to your 
house each month?

Join the family today.  It’s just $30 
each year and that allows us to 
continue our good work, including 
publication of GunNews each month.

Membership has its privileges.

*  First consideration for Guns Save 
Life’s legal defense fund for im-
proper arrests relating to guns.

*  Guns save Life is a CMP-eligible 
club.  Visit thecmp.org to see how you 
can order an M1 Garand rifle!

*  GunNews mailed to your house 
each month.  No more hoping some-
one dropped them off at your favorite 
sporting goods shop or restaurant.

*  Discounts at some gun shops

*  Discounts on products and ser-
vices from the club and its mem-
bers.  Members get it cheaper.

*  Pride of ownership in our famous 
highway signs.  Yes, you may call 
them “your own” when telling friends 
about them.

Join the family today.  Welcome 
home!

JOIN THE GUNS SAVE LIFE 
FAMILY TODAY.

SIGN UP HERE.

TK CustomStore.com
  24x7 Online Firearms & Sporting Goods Store

   

Kimber Stocking Master Dealer, STI Stocking Level II Dealer, Glock Semi-Autos, 
S&W Revolvers - Semi-Autos - Rifles, Ruger Handguns - Long Guns, Rock River Rifles

Physical Store
503 N. Church St.
Thomasboro, IL   

61878
Tom@TKCustom.com
(217) 643-2002

M-F 9A-5P
Saturday 9A-3P

CLOSED Sunday

State Line Rifle Association
 
Proud sponsor of Brownell’s NRA Day Family Fun Shoot.
In affiliation with: NRA, ISRA, GOA, IFOR, CMP, GSL, 
MCSA

Monthly meetings on the fourth Tuesday each 
month at 7pm
American Legion
111 E Main Street
Round Lake Park, IL 60073
 

“An influential voice in 
advancing armed self-
defense ‘north of I-80’ ”

Dewitt County Sportsman’s Club
Clinton, IL

Now seeking new members.  
ACT NOW!

Come join a growing club, with dual, independent ranges, a 
nice clubhouse and permissive rules which allow shooters to 
practice shooting from holsters, double-taps and so forth.  
Centrally located on Route 10, six miles east of Clinton, 
IL (15423 State Highway 10).  Great people and a warm atmo-
sphere.  Facilities include a 100 yard rifle range range, hand-
gun range, clubhouse, and more.  An archery range is also 
available.  Dues are $50/year plus two work days.

You can download an application at 
our website: dewittcountysc.com  or 
by mailing a request to Dewitt Co. 
Sportsman’s Club; PO Box 322; Clin-
ton, IL 61727 

Looking for a place to shoot?

First and Third Sunday $5 Breakfast 
starting at 8:30a.m.

Scrambled eggs, fried eggs, sausage, pancakes, 
biscuits and gravy and more.


