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Guns Save Life Meetings
Champaign:  •	 Second Tuesday of month:  Tues., Mar. 10th  
Fluid Events, 601 N. Country Fair Drive, Champaign, IL 61821
Pontiac:  •	 First Tuesday of month:  Tuesday, Mar. 3rd 
Pontiac VFW Post 886, 531 W. Lincoln Ave., Pontiac, Illinois 61764
Peoria:  •	 First Thurs. of the month:  Thursday, Mar. 5th 
Peoria Pizza Works, 3921 N. Prospect, Peoria Heights, IL 61616
Effingham:		•	 First Thurs. of the month: No March meeting. 
Effingham County Sportsmen’s Club, 14295 N. 1025th Street,  
Effingham, IL 62401

Dinner, conversation, exhibits at 5:00 p.m.  Meetings at 7 p.m.

Come on out and join us. The public is encouraged to attend!  

Good food and good friends. It’s a lot of fun too!
Meetings are free and open to public.  Dinner is optional.

We’re making progress on gun rights!•	
Join us on Wednesday, March 18th to •	
continue educating Illinois’ leaders on 
how good guys with guns save lives

(GunsSaveLife.com) – Illinois Gun Owners Lobby Day 
events have gotten proven results advancing gun rights 
in the Illinois General Assembly in recent years, thanks 
to the strong turnout of gun owners and supporters at 
the Illinois Capitol complex in Springfield, IL.

We’re doing it again this year on Wednesday, March 
18th.  Be a hero.  Join us.  Do it for your yourself, you 
kids and their children.

Size matters – when it comes to political rallies.  Guns 
Save Life urges all Illinois gun owners to take a break 
from their regular routine and participate this year.

Numbers matter.  Legislators sit up and pay atten-
tion when thousands of constituents all show up on the 
same day for the same reason and saturate the Illinois 
capitol complex in a sea of yellow.  Legislators “squishy” 
on the gun issue are influenced most dramatically, and 
that’s just what we as good-guy gun owners want.  

Attendance matters.  You are important.  Take a vaca-
tion day, take your children out of school that day and 
bring them to Springfield.  Bring your spouse, too.  Tell 
the teachers that your children will write a report about 

Continued on page 4

Join us in Springfield at 

IGOLD
Illlinois Gun Owners Lobby Day
Wednesday, March 18th
What to Expect - See Page 2

CALL TO ACTION!

IGOLD
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Burma-style highway sign count:  
24 sets, 10 counties, two states.  
500,000+ sightings per day, 182+ million per year

GUNS SAVE LIFE.com

Guns Save Life
Champaign-Urbana
Champaign GSL Meeting
February 10, 2015
Fluid Events Center, Champaign, IL.
Summary by John Naese

Opening Remarks
As has become customary, GSL President 
Bear St. Pierre opened the meeting with 
the Pledge of Allegiance followed by the 
introduction of first time visitors.  We had 
new attendees from near and far – Cham-
paign, Decatur, Tuscola, and other places.  
Welcome!  Come back next month and 
you’ll be regulars!  

GSL Vice President Adrienne Logue 
on IGOLD
Illinois Gun Owner Lobby Day is coming up 
March 18, and Adrienne not only filled us in 
on the nuts and bolts of the day, but gave 
us good reasons to attend.  

Thousands of gun owners will show up 
in Springfield that day, to celebrate the 
Second Amendment.  Why should we go?

1.  Because we can.  
2.  Because we still need to.  

There are lots of rich elitists and anti-
freedom people out there working against 
what we hold dear.  They are always trying 
to take away our right to self-defense as 
they try to turn our state and our nation into 
nanny states.   
 
We fought hard and gained right-to-carry, 
so we won, right?  It’s far from perfect.  We 
want to be able to carry almost everywhere 
just like bad guys do, so modifications are 
definitely needed.  Also, we came within a 
single vote last session of losing standard-
capacity magazines, and even losing semi-
automatic guns.  We need to make sure 
those things don’t happen.  

We are achieved great progress, but we 
must remain vigilant.  Sitting on the couch 
or letting others do the work won’t do.  At-
tend IGOLD.  It’s your civic duty and you’ll 
be pushing back against those who would 
leave you and your family defenseless from 
violent predators.

Schedule for IGOLD.  

You and drive or take a bus. 
The Prairie Capital Convention Center will 
open at 10:30 am, and there is parking right 
in that area.  

Busses will be bringing gun owners in from 
across Illinois, including GSL-sponsored 
busses coming from Danville, Urbana, and 
Decatur.  Schedules for IGOLD busses from 
many other Illinois locations can be found 
at ISRA.org, or by calling the ISRA office at 
815-635-3198.  

If you want to ride the GSL busses, make 
a reservation by calling contacting John 
Naese at johnnaese@frontier.com or calling 
or texting him at 217-840-0246 (you can 

leave a message).   There is a $20 per rider 
suggested donation for the bus. If you can’t 
afford the $20, pay what you can and don’t 
worry about it.  We want you there.  

GSL-Sponsored Bus Schedule:
Depart the Family Dollar in Danville (1628 
Georgetown Road, Tilton, IL) at 7:30 a.m.
Depart Farm & Fleet in Urbana (North Cun-
ningham Ave/Rt. 45) at 8:30 a.m.
Depart Sam’s Club in Decatur at 9:15 a.m.
Stop at Golden Corral in Springfield at 
10:30a.m. to eat lunch.
Guns Save Life busses will leave from 
North side of Capitol building at 4pm

What to expect at IGOLD
11:30:  Rally at the Prairie Capital Conven-
tion Center.
1pm:  March about five blocks to the Capitol 
building at 1pm.  (Designated bus available 
to those with mobility issues.)
1:30pm:  Rally out front of the Capitol
From 1:30-3pm, you will deliver lobby cards 
to your legislators.
3pm:  “Rally at the Rotunda” at 3pm.  
You’ll want to be there for that as we deliver 
our thunderous message to the anti-gun 
politicians hiding behind closed doors.

No matter if you take the bus or come on 
your own, wear your Sunday best or an IG-
OLD shirt.  No camo or blaze orange.  You 
represent Illinois Gun owners.  Also, leave 
the guns, knives, and other stuff like that at 
home.  You will have to pass through metal 
detectors to get inside the Capitol com-
plex.  And one more thing:  be sure to bring 
friends, family – the whole neighborhood!

Executive Director’s Report
John Boch reported on some of the legisla-
tion being supported by gun owners this 
session.  One bill would allow suppressors 
for hunting and sport; another would allow 
the use of automatic knives and would al-
low carry permit holders to use tasers as an 
alternative to firearms.  

Boch talked up some points about suppres-
sors, including the fact they are effectively 
mufflers for guns, and nothing more.  They 
aren’t “silencers” (and gun owners shouldn’t 
refer to them as such).  They are legal in 
39 states, including for hunting in 35.  To 
acquire one, you must undergo a federal 
background check and purchase a tax 
stamp.  That process takes months.

Suppressors can help save a shooter’s 
hearing; they can reduce noise complaints 
from people who are situated close by hunt-
ing or shooting activities; and they can help 
newer shooters become better shooters.  
They are also useful in the training of hunt-
ing dogs.  

Be sure to use the term “suppressor”, not 
“silencer” when discussing this subject.  
The anti-gunners call them silencers in an 
attempt to demonize them.  

Continued on page 3.

Pete Wheeler holds the Springfield Armory M1A serial number 41 at the conclusion of the 
GSL Champaign meeting.  He’s talking with Jackie Vandt, left (and that’s Bob Taft on the 
right).

Terry McBride, left, pictured with GSL Presi-
dent Eric St. Pierre, bought a ticket for GSL 
monthly gun drawing for his friend Gary 
Cade in Hoopeston who couldn’t make it to 
the meeting.  Well, Mr. Cade’s ticket won 
the gun!  Now that’s a real friend.  Congrat-
ulations to Mr. Cade.

A real friend

Champaign Police Detective Pat Kelly, right, 
looks on as Hollianne Logue draws win-
ners for the Champaign Police Benevolent 
Association’s annual gun raffle at the Guns 
Save Life meeting in Champaign.  The 
PB&PA unit supports its members and their 
families, including members called up to 
active duty in the military, as well as help-
ing charitable activities in the community 
including their “Shop With A Cop” program.  
None of the winners were present in our 
audience. 

Champaign Police Benevolent 
gun	raffle	drawings

Mr. IFOR

Illinois Federation for Outdoor Resources 
President Scotty Bryant was GSL’s main 
speaker, letting GSL members know 
about the work IFOR does to promote 
and defend our outdoor resources.

Mr. Wright

Talking about the California legislature 
always evokes interesting expressions 
on Frank Wright’s face.  He talked 
about the M1A rifle for our Tech Time 
presentation.
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Another bill would legalize automatic 
knives, what some people pejoratively call 
“switchblades”.  

Assisted-opening knives are already legal 
and automatic knives aren’t much different. 
Tasers would also be allowed for carry-
permit holders as a less lethal option to 
firearms, and Illinois CCW license holders 
should have that choice..  

In the anti-gun bin, John said there’s not 
currently any anti-gun bills moving.  

Yet another reason to attend IGOLD:  
That sea of yellow-clad gun owners in the 
Capitol helps give Todd Vandermyde, the 
NRA contract lobbyist in Springfield, a lot 
of clout and credibility when dealing with 
“squishy” legislators who can be influenced 
by motivated constituent groups - like gun 
owners.  The gun owner rallies these past 
few years are easily the biggest rally at the 
Capitol.  These legislators know that when 
Todd Vandermyde talks, they should listen.  
This rally gives those politicians a visual 
reminder of just how many committed, car-
ing, and highly-motivated gun owner voters 
are our there.  The more of us that show up, 
the more clout Todd and our other pro-gun 
lobbyists will have when speaking on our 
behalf.  

John also mentioned that when at IGOLD, 
if you see an anti-gun politician trying to 
sneak through the crowd, don’t just pass 
them by!  Step in front of them, stick out 
your hand for a handshake, introduce your-
self.  Let them know where you stand.  “Hi, 
my name is John Boch, and I support the 
gun rights.  You should too.”  This will put 
them on the spot.  “I did this to the anti-gun 
Lt. Gov. Sheila Simon a couple years ago, 
and she looked like she just about piddled 
herself,” Boch chuckled.  “I encourage you 
to try it.”

Carry your gun everywhere you can.  We 
covered the story of recent armed robberies 
at, of all places, pet stores in Springfield

Robin Kelly’s public appearance in Bradley, 
IL, was a big nothingburger, but some gun 
owners showed up and got a chance to 
paint her as a weak, ineffective anti-gunner.  

Elsewhere in American, there have been 
two recent cases of “community activists” 
being given the chance to run through 
police simulators and be put in “shoot / no 
shoot scenarios”.  These have turned out 
well for believers in self-defense and the 
rule of law.  Both activists, including Quanel 
X, a famous anti-police protester from 
Houston, have changed the advice they 
give to their communities, based on their 
experiences in the simulators.  Quanel X is 
now telling his people that when the police 
order you to do something, do it!  

Bloomberg is at it again.  This time he 
publicly said that we should take guns away 
from minorities.  Yes, he said it.  

We got a nice thank you card from some-
one who has been prominently in the news 
(see the Freedom’s Forum page).  

Remember, visit our website daily, and 
leave comments on the stories.  The more 
comments, the more traffic, and the more 
good we’ll do.  

Tech Time
Frank Wright 
The	M1A	Rifle
Frank told us the story of the M1A, its popu-
larity, variations, and history – and how he 
happened to become the owner of one of 
the first fifty copies ever produced.  

The M14 was adopted by the Army in 1957.  
It was basically a Garand modified to ac-
cept the 7.62x51 cartridge (civilian equiva-
lent .308 caliber) and to use a 20 round box 
magazine.  It was intended to replace four 
weapons systems at once – the Garand 
rifle, the M1 Carbine, the “grease gun” sub-
machine gun, and the BAR, the Browning 
Automatic Rifle.  

It did not live up to expectations in all four of 
those roles.  

It had a selector switch, for semi-auto or 
full-auto operation (the “fun switch”).  How-
ever, it was pretty much uncontrollable on 
full auto; you might get the first two shots 
on target, with the rest of the 20 round 
magazine threatening only low-flying birds 
and aircraft.  It was too long and heavy for a 
subgun,  Belt fed guns better filled the role 
of a “squad automatic weapon”.  As an in-
fantry rifle it was, and still is, a fine weapon, 
to which several of our Vietnam-era vets in 
the audience attested.  

After just a few years the Army transitioned 
to the M16, leaving a lot of surplus GI parts 
for M14 rifles available.  Springfield Armory 
of Texas bought up as many of these parts 
as possible, and using newly manufactured, 
semi-auto only receivers, began building 
the M1A for the civilian market  in 1974.  

One of the first copies produced was 
obtained by a friend of Frank’s in Quincy, 
IL, who made the mistake of letting Frank 
shoot it.  Frank and four of his friends loved 
the rifle so much, they put in an order 
for five of the rifles.  The factory in Texas 
received their order, cashed their check… 
and was immediately shut down and padal-
ocked due to some obscure technical viola-
tion, which might have involved installing 
fun switches where none were supposed to 
be installed on some rifles.  

However, a friend of a friend got a judge 
to approve fulfilling Frank and his friends’ 
orders by going into the padlocked facility, 
under supervision, and pulling the five rifles 
to fill the already paid-for order.  Whoever 
pulled the rifles knew what they were doing, 
as all five were low serial numbers.  Frank’s 
rifle, here tonight, was number 41.  

That rifle was a national match configura-
tion, with a thin front sight, half minute click 
adjustments in a peep rear sight, and a very 
good trigger.  Frank had the opportunity a 
few years later to have the rifle worked on 

Next Month

Main Speaker - Joe Morelock
Deputy Chief for the Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources Conservation Police 
who will talk on outdoor opportunities in 
Illinois and mindset issues involved in self-
defense.

Tech Time - To Be Announced

The Gun -- a Ruger 10/22

URBANA AMERICAN 
LEGION POST 71

and
SONS OF 

AMERICAN LEGION
SQUADRON 71

Supporting Our Troops &
Our 2nd Amendment Rights

Urbana American Legion Post 71
107 N. Broadway Ave.

Urbana, IL 61801
(217)367-3121

Open Daily 10 am to 2 am. 
THE PUBLIC IS WELCOME!

$100.00 off Banquet rental for GSL members.

my an master armorer who had built match 
rifles for the Marines.  After keeping it for 
two weeks, the armorer told Frank that 
there was little he could do to improve it.  

Frank’s rifle, which was on display tonight, 
is still in near new condition, having had 
perhaps 300 rounds put through it.  It was 
used by one of Frank’s sons, who repre-
sented Virginia one year as a junior at the 
National Matches.  As the boy was waiting 
to check in the rifle, the old sergeant check-
ing them in called for “Name and serial 
number”.  He responded, “James Wright, 
41”.  The sergeant bawled him out, telling 
him he misunderstood and that he wanted 
the WHOLE serial number.  After a couple 
more attempts to tell him, the sergeant 
finally had to believe him when James said 
“zero, zero, zero, zero, four, one”.  

Frank also had another M1A on display, 
a standard production version from about 
2008 or so.  This had a black composite 
(plastic, synthetic) stock, standard one 
minute iron sights, no bayonet lug, and was 
enhanced with a scope rail and scope.  

Springfield Armory, which now resides right 
here in Illinois, still makes several configu-
rations of the M1A.  They originally used 
nearly all GI parts except for the receiver, 
but those parts have just about run out.  
However, they are still nice rifles.  For a 
while they dominated the National Matches, 
but in modern times the AR configuration 
in .556 has run them mostly off the line, 
except for a few old timers who just like 
them.  They can beat a .556 at the 600 yard 
range, but that’s only one part of the Na-
tional Match course; the modern .556 rifles 
beat them handily at the 200 and 300 yard 

stages that are the majority of the course.  

Some other variations available are the 
Scout configuration, with a forward mounted 
scope, and the SOCOM configuration, 
which has a 16 inch barrel and a muzzle 
brake that probably deafen and disorient 
you if you tried to use it indoors as a home 
defense weapon.  

Amazingly enough, Frank used to own two 
of these rifles with serial numbers under 50, 
but he sold off number 37 a long time ago.  

We thank Mr. Wright for sharing his vast 
knowledge and his museum quality ex-
ample of a classic American rifle.  

Meeting notes continued on page 4.
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Main Speaker
Scotty Bryant
President of IFOR
IFOR is the Illinois Federation for Outdoor 
Resources, and the president of that organi-
zation gave an entertaining and down-to-
earth account of what his organization does 
to help all of us in Illinois who enjoy the 
use of our outdoor resources.  Scotty was 
frank in what he said; he wants to guard 
our outdoor resources and our rights to use 
them against the tyrants in Springfield and 
Washington.  

He led off with a funny story about our gun 
show adventure at the Chicago Outdoor 
Sports Show.  After our people left, he took 
a stack of GunNews and was passing them 
out from his table.  A couple of Muslims 
came up and complained about the paper.  
“We don’t think this is right and we don’t like 
this” they said.  “Then don’t read it!” Scotty 
told them.  Scotty then commented to us 
that Jim Henry was right, we need to help 
the people up in the Chicago area under-
stand what we’re about.  

IFOR is an umbrella group, comprised of 
individuals and 24 organizations (of which 
Guns Save Life is one) that have an inter-
est in using, preserving, and expanding 
our opportunities in the outdoors in Illinois.  
Groups with varying interests, such as gun 
and sportsmen’s clubs, four wheeler aficio-
nados, waterfowlers, and many others have 
interests in Springfield, and need a lobbyist 
there to keep an eye on the legislature and 
the Illinois Department of Natural Resourc-
es (IDNR).   

Scotty said one of his main jobs is trying to 
keep the sometimes-competing groups un-
der the IFOR umbrella on the same team.  
For example, the four wheeler groups may 
want some land opened up to their use; 
hunters may object, or the birdwatchers 
might object to both uses.  He tries to keep 
all the outdoor groups focused on common 
interests.  

Another big part of his job is lobbying in 
Springfield, and working with the IDNR.  
Sometimes this involves trusting politi-
cians and bureaucrats, and sometimes this 
doesn’t go very well.  For example, before 
the election last fall, IFOR was supporting a 
bill about cougars – when they can be shot, 
etc.  The powers that be wanted him to pull 
the bill, and said that Quinn would veto it 
if it reached his desk before the election.  
Scotty said he talked directly to the Gov-
ernor, who said he would sign the bill if it 
reached his desk after the election.  The bill 
was delayed, reaching the governor’s desk 
after the election, but on the last day of his 
term, Quinn bowed to pressure from the 
Sierra Club and vetoed the bill.  

Another example of a fast one being pulled 
by government was a $15 fee instituted for 
four-wheelers, slipped in at the last minute 
and without consulting with IFOR.  IFOR 
managed to moderate the impact after the 
fact, getting some exemptions for landown-
ers and farmers.  Turns out there was a 
reason for the fee, other than greed.  There 
was Federal money available to create four-
wheeler accessible areas, but those funds 
required matching state funds; this is what 
the $15 fee was earmarked for.  With just 
a bit more communication, the government 
could have avoided a lot of static from the 

four-wheeler users and IFOR.  

IFOR has had many successes, 
helping craft regulations that don’t 
strip us of our ability to use and 
enjoy the outdoors.  It also helps 
balance the interest of its constitu-
ent groups.  For example, if one 
area is closed to hunting so that 
the birdwatchers can use it, IFOR 
makes sure that other areas are 
opened up for hunting, so that op-
portunities are not lost.  

During the Q & A segment, some-
one asked him why he did so 
much with that group, as it was a 
volunteer job that seems to take a 
lot of time.  He said he does this 
because when he’s sitting on his 
rocking chair as an older person, he 
wants to be sure he did everything 
he could so that his grandchildren 
would have the opportunity to do everything 
he has had a chance to do.  

We thank Scotty Bryant for his work at 
IFOR and for making the trek up from his 
home near St. Louis for the benefit of our 
members.  

The Rest of the Meeting 
Ed Wachala – Sierra’s Story 
Champaign police officer Ed Wachala and 
his wife Sheri were on hand to talk up his 
gun raffle to benefit his daughter Sierra.  

She’s a straight-A student now studying 
Marine Science in South Carolina and has 
been suffering increasingly severe aller-
gies since adolescence.  In the past few 
months, she’s been hospitalized four times 
with life-threatening anaphalactic shock 
from peanut allergies.  In short, her throat 
swells and cuts off her breathing, and it can 
be triggered by minute amounts of peanut 
dust, oils, etc.

He’s raising money for a service dog for his 
daughter.  Much like a dogs can be trained 
to sniff for drugs, bombs or cadavers, Si-
erra’s dog will sniff for peanuts and will also 
be trained to keep the girl calm should she 
begin to go into shock.

Conyers Canines in Mississippi is training 
the dog and it’s a $9000 project.  Sierra’s 
already made the downpayment on the dog 
with her savings, babysitting money and 
funds raised from a host of minor fundrais-
ers.

Mom and Dad came up with the gun raffle 
to cover most of the rest of the hypo-
allergenic dog’s training.  It’s not a German 
Shepherd, but a golden-doodle and his 
name is Gus.

Local gun range High Caliber is handling 
the transfers and the drawing will take place 
once the tickets are all sold.

We are happy to report that between Ed’s 
appearances at our Board meeting, the 
Pontiac meeting, and the Champaign meet-
ing, they sold the most of the last couple 
hundred of the 750 tickets at $10 each.  
Good luck and thanks to all who purchased 
them.  

Gun Show Report
GSL has had an active presence at several 
gun shows recently, thanks to Gun Show 

Coordinator Jim Henry.  Jim reported he 
went to the Chicago “gun show”.  When he 
asked for directions to the Rosemont Con-
vention Center, the cop he asked up there 
looked at him as if he was from another 
planet, and then figured out that he meant 
the Chicago Outdoor Sports Show.  When 
Jim got there, there was one gun dealer 
with about 75 guns displayed.  A whole 
convention hall full of displays for hunting, 
outdoor gear, fishing, etc., but only one gun 
dealer.  

Jim had a little fun at their expense telling 
the story, but he said we need to help them, 
not make fun of them.  We need to increase 
our presence in that area of the state so 
that the idea of a gun show and gun rights 
isn’t so foreign to them.  

Jim’s next gun shows will be the Bloom-
ington show at the Interstate Center in 
Bloomington on Feb. 28 and Mar. 1, and 

the Champaign Gun Show, right here 
at Fluid Event Center, on March 21 
& 22.  Be proactive and come help 
out for an hour or two, talk to friendly 
folks, hand them a GunNews or sell 
them a drawing ticket., talk to Jim 
Henry and let him know your interest.  
It’s a great fun way to help Guns 
Save Life.  

Champaign PB&PA
Champaign Detective Pat Kelly of 
the Police Benevolent and Protec-
tive Association Unit 7 briefed us in 
on their organization before draw-
ing the winners of their gun raffle.  
The PB & PA helps police officers 
and their families in times of need, 
such as when an officer member is 
deployed to active duty and has to 
leave their family for a deployment.  
They used to raise their money with 
phone campaigns, but times have 

changed and donations were down.  Three 
years ago, they started using gun raffles as 
their major fundraiser, and this year’s raffle 
culminated this evening with the drawing of 
four winners.  GSL members were support-
ive, buying a good number of the tickets.  
Congratulations to the winners.  

Our Drawing
After giving away a great selection of door 
prizes, including ammo cans, books, and 
IFOR items, our monthly gun drawing was 
held, for a hard-to-find Glock 42 in .380.  
The winner, Gary Cade of Hoopeston, had 
his name put in by his good friend Terry 
McBride.  Congratulations to Gary, both 
on winning the gun and on having a good 
friend who would do that for him.  

See you next month on March 10 – and on 
March 18 at IGOLD!

Ed and Sheri Wachala.

Continued from the front page.

their day involved in influencing the heart 
of the state government; your children will 
remember this day longer that they will any 
typical school day.  This is important.  You 
are important.  Be there.  Do your part 
to continue our success advancing our 
rights and protecting against further 
anti-gun measures.

Pressure matters.  Politicians, particularly 
in Illinois, like to go “middle of the road” 
whenever they can.  “Middle of the road” 
for gun rights generally means we get more 
restrictions.  Come join us making common-
sense improvements on the Illinois right-to-
carry law (like fewer prohibited locations for 
instance) and other gun rights bills “middle 
of the road”. 

You win.  Your kids win.  We all win - when 
you show up.  Only when politicians feel 
the heat do they see the light.  You are that 
heat.

You matter.  Freedom is not free, but in this 
case it can be promoted relatively inex-
pensively.  Take one of the IGOLD busses, 
leaving from cities all across the state (see 
ISRA.org for bus schedules).  Alternatively, 
get a car pool together, and split the gas 

cost.  After getting there, the cost becomes 
even less.  Meet us at the Prairie Capital 
Convention Center (about 5 blocks from the 
Capitol).  Listen to some great speakers as 
we rally.  Then walk the five blocks to the 
Capitol (on the street – it will be a blocked-
off parade route).  Rally briefly on the 
Capitol steps.  Then go inside, deliver some 
lobby cards to your senator and representa-
tive, and be seen as a gun owner.  Smile 
and be nice, but be firm.  That’s all there is 
to it.  

On April 19, 1775, 800 British troops 
marched on Lexington and Concord in 
Massachusetts.  Within 12 hours of Paul 
Revere starting his midnight ride, over 
14,000 colonists were moving toward the 
two towns, muskets in hand, ready to do 
what had to be done.  What we’re asking is 
a lot less than what those men willingly vol-
unteered for.  14,000 of them showed up on 
12 hour’s notice.  We’re asking for 10,000 
of you to show up on one month’s notice.  
No muskets though.  Just you, your family, 
your friends, and anyone who cares about 
defending our right to defend ourselves.  

Be a hero.  Come out with your fellow good 
guys and let’s make this a big win for our 
freedom, liberty and our families’ safety.

IGOLD 2015
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In other words, it’s really important that you 
go.

In other news, shootings are up 40% in 
Chicago for the month of January over last 
January and the mainstream media’s actu-
ally reporting on how the concealed carry 
law implementation has been a non-event.

Mr. Boch also encouraged our members 
to carry their concealed carry guns every-
where - even the pet store or other loca-
tions they think are “safe” as criminals don’t 
respect those imaginary boundaries.

We drew for door prizes and for the monthly 
gun drawing.  This month it was for a Rem-
ington 597 rifle and Larry Bushue had his 
name on the lucky winning ticket.

Guns Save Life SPECIAL NOTICE  
The next meeting of GSL 
Effingham will be April 2, 2015, at 
the Effingham County Sportmen’s 
Club.  

There will be no meeting in March 
to avoid conflicting with the Effing-
ham County Friends of the NRA 
Banquet which is held on the same 
evening.  

Effingham

Larry Bushue, left, of Effingham, was the 
winner of the Remington 597 .22 semi-auto 
with a scope at the Effingham GSL meeting.  
Many thanks to Whitley Creek for provid-
ing the gun.  He’s pictured with GSL’s Kent 
Metzger.  Next month’s gun is a Savage .17 
HMR rifle - a very nice gun.

True happiness...
...is winning a new gun

Fossil Creek Bob, left, and Fiddler’s Ridge Fox entertained with a funny and lively discus-
sion of Cowboy Action Shooting and the Wild Bunch shooting disciplines at the Effingham 
GSL meeting.

GSL’s Kent Metzger emceed the Effingham 
GSL meeting, with help from Lyle Krueger, 
President of the Effingham County Sports-
men’s Club.   We started the meeting a 
few minutes early and as is custom, Mr. 
Metzger led nearly fifty in attendance in the 
Pledge of Allegiance at the outside, and 
then welcomed newcomers of which there 
were several.  Welcome aboard and thanks 
for coming!

Tech Time Speakers
Our first guest speakers were Fossil Creek 
Bob and Fiddler’s Ridge Fox, two partici-
pants in Cowboy Action and Wild Bunch 
competitive shooting sports.  Both feature 
Old West-themed scenarios and setups, 
where shooters will engage targets with 
handguns, rifles and shotguns.  Cowboy 
Action shooting requires guns be authentic 
to the late1800s, where the Wild Bunch re-
places the single action revolvers with Colt 
1911-style pistols along with some other 
minor changes.

“You shoot big targets up close,” Fossil 
Creek Bob told the audience, “but people 
still miss them.”  Shooters are competing 
against the clock, with penalties for misses.  
The lowest time wins and there are lots 
of classifications to compete within, so it’s 
beginner-, female- and kid-friendly.  

The two gents demonstrated a scenario, or 
stage, for the audience.  They even set up 
the steel targets.    

If you have any desire at all to try Cowboy 
Action shooting, it’s fun, easy and the peo-
ple there are welcoming.  The “Old West” 
costumes are completely optional.  

“What about the ladies?” someone asked.

“They have to wear clothes too,” Bob 
quipped to the delighted chuckles of the 
audience.  

Cowboy hats are mandatory for the shoot-
ers.  And if you don’t have guns, someone 
at the matches will let you borrow theirs.

Main Speaker
Dan Hecht, Jr. and his son Geoff Hecht 
were on hand to talk about a youth hunt-
ing program unique to Effingham County.  
Each year, Hecht opens up about 250 acres 
he owns to kids aged 10-16 so they might 
learn how to safely and effectively hunt 
upload game.  

A parent and their Youth Hunt participant 
child at last year’s event.  

Photo by Gretchen Mueller Steele.

The property is divided up into several sec-
tions, and the kids start in the orientation 
section where the kids learn how the hunt 
will work, gun safety in the field, and how to  
work and hunt safely with dogs afield. They 
kids also learn how to lead a moving target 
with their shotguns by shooting clay birds 
under the supervision of instructors.  

From there, the kids moved to a second 
field where they have wooden bird dogs 
and hidden clay bird launchers to show the 
kids how to “read” the dogs, and to identify 
targets and hit them.  

The remaining sections are stocked with 
birds and each youngster is paired with a 
bird dog and dog handler to experience a 
successful hunt.  In between shooting, the 
kids are treated to an informal lessons on 
conservation, habitat and more.

All of this is done at no charge to the kids 
or their parents.  Parents, as a rule, aren’t 
allowed to hunt with the kids, however, 
because of the topography, they may watch 
from a ridgeline in the distance.

For information on how you can register 
your child or grandchild for the 2015 Dan 
Hecht Youth Hunt, email Dan Hecht at dan-
nyhecht@danhecht.com or call 800-342-
1892 a month or two before the event which 
is held on the first Saturday in November.  A 
hunter education card is strongly preferred 
and recommended, so if your kid doesn’t 
have one yet, you’ve got a few months to 
find a course and get them enrolled.

GSL Executive Director
John Boch, GSL’s new Executive Director, 
was on hand to bring folks up to speed on 
the latest gun-rights stuff in the news - and 
not in the news.  

IGOLD
First and foremost, he encouraged every-
one to make plans to go to IGOLD.  There’s 
a bus that leaves Effingham on Wednesday, 
March 18th.  The bus is free to ride, as it’s 
sponsored by the Effingham County Sports-
men’s Club and some local businesses.  
Bring your friends, family and neighbors.  
This event gives our man in Springfield, 
Todd Vandermyde, the currency he needs 
to hold bad legislation in check and let the 
gun grabbers know that gun owners are a 
force to be reckoned with.  The IGOLD rally 
has been the largest rally for any issue for 
several years running now.  
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Sangamon Co. Rifle Association
www.sangamoncorifleassociation.org

Don Gwinn, Chairman  
don.m.gwinn@gmail.com

(217) 502-2452

Regular monthly meetings take place the first 
Monday of each month at 6:30 p.m.

KC Banquet Hall
2200 S. Meadowbrook Rd

Springfield, Illinois  

The next meeting of the 
Sangamon County Rifle Association will be on 

Monday, March 2
Come out and join us!  It’s fun.

The public is encouraged to attend.  

SANGAMON COUNTY RIFLE 
ASSOCIATION
“Right Reason on Second Amendment Rights”

by John Boch
Sangamon County Rifle Associa-
tion’s chairman Don Gwinn opened 
the meeting with the Pledge of 
Allegiance.  

Chairman Gwinn then offered a 
brief commentary on how proud 
he was of how Illinois’ gun rights 
activists conduct themselves in our 
work to advance our civil rights.  He 
expressed criticism of some open 
carry activists whose inflammatory 
actions, such as carrying rifles into 
state capital buildings, has worked 
against the gun right cause.  He cit-
ed the antics of so-called “activists” 
in Washington State and Texas for 
setting back our cause with poorly 
thought out demonstrations.

Illinois has a new governor, Mr. 
Gwinn noted, “and the answer is ‘I 
don’t know’” when it comes to Gov. 
Rauner’s position on gun rights.

In an organizational housekeeping 
announcement, Don Gwinn noted 
that SCRA is not incorporated.  “We 
haven’t even had an election,” he 
noted.  Mr. Gwinn took the op-
portunity to plant the seed with 
members on the need to formalize 
the organization and establish a 
more conventional structure.  “That 
can take the form of incorporat-
ing SCRA, creating bylaws and 
a board,” he said.  He also noted 
other options are available including 
dissolving the group or folding it into 
Guns Save Life as an affilate, much 
like GSL currently has in Peoria, 
Pontiac and Effingham.  He said 
GSL has expressed an interest in 
bringing a GSL meeting to Spring-
field, so that might be the simplest 
direction to go.

Jay Ater talked briefly, urging mem-
bers to create an inventory of their 
belongings and assets so that loved 
ones will know where to look and 
what you have should the unthink-
able happen.  He advocated this a 
few months ago and in recent days, 
he lost his father.  Unfortunately 
his father didn’t have a complete 
list of assets and where they were 
held, and it’s creating unneccessary 
problems in an already difficult time 
for the family.

Tom Shaffer gave an update on the 
improvements to the Prairie Capital 
Convention Center.  They’ve made 
bathrooms more accessible and a 
host of other upgrades as part of 
a $11 million project.  “Bring your 
friends and family to IGOLD”, Shaf-
fer said of the Illinois Gun Owners 
Lobby Day.  

IGOLD.
Don Gwinn talked to some length 
on the upcoming IGOLD event on 
Wednesday, March 18th.  There 
are volunteer opportunities if you 
would like to help steer newcomer 
gun-owner participants to the right 
places.  “It’s not difficult, and our 
great volunteers really help keep 
things flowing smoothly,” he said.  
If you would be available to help 
with the event in any capacity (and 
volunteers are always needed and 
appreciated...  many hands make 
light work), contact Mr. Gwinn (you 
can call him Don) at 217 502-2452 
or email him at don.m.gwinn@
gmail.com.

Josh Whitkowski
Legislative Outreach Director
Josh spoke about what’s happen-
ing legislatively, beginning with the  
coming IGOLD mobilization of gun 
owners across Illinois for the March 
18th event.  “We’re courteous, and 
we flood the Capitol complex” he 
noted, letting both good and bad 
legislators know that gun owners 
are a force to be reckoned with.  
He urged everyone to make sure 
you find your legislators and talk 
with them to remind them of your 
staunce support for civil rights.  

He talked about a couple of bills 
that have been introduced, includ-
ing the bill to legalize suppressors 
introduced by Brandon Phelps, a 
downstate Democrat.

In answer to some questions, he 
explained that Illinois can basically 
be divided up into downstate, the 
collar counties and Chicago, each 
having about one third of the state’s 
population.  “The battle is in the 
collar counties,” he said.  We must 
work to educate those folks so they 
can’t be scared into opposing guns.

Lastly, Whitkowski announced his 
resignation as Outreach Director, 

citing a conflict of interest until after 
the Springfield City Council elec-
tions.

John Boch 
GSL’s new Executive Director 
spoke for a few minutes, and began 
by noting the special relationship 
SCRA and GSL have long enjoyed, 
even though the groups were 
separate and independent of one 
another.  Boch also lauded the tre-
mendous work Sangamon County 
Rifle Association members have 
done over the years in helping to 
educate the public and volunteering 
to help make pro-gun events in the 
state’s capital go off smoothly.  “You 
folks here deserve a higher place in 
heaven,” he noted.

John talked about the Chicago 
Gun Show where GSL had a table, 
meeting people and recruiting 
volunteers for a new GSL satel-
lite meeting that will be coming to 
Chicago before the end of this year.  
“We’re excited!” he said.  “Rahm, 
probably not so much.”

In answering questions about “no 
guns” locations, Mr. Boch noted 
that he’s very concerned about 
some of the legislatively prohibited.  
Boch recalled the family member 
of a GSL member who was killed 
at a “no guns” rest area in north-
ern Illinois.  Because of the signs, 
that person was unable to carry a 
firearm into the building to use the 
facilities when she was attacked.

Howard Peppers 
Chiappa Rhino
SCRA attendee Howard Peppers 
brought one of the new Chiappa 
Rhino revolvers, a gun that uses a 
unique design where the barrel is 
located at the lowermost chamber 
of the cylinder.  This low bore axis 
contributes to reduced muzzle climb 
when firing, especially .357 Mag-
num cartridges.

Chiappa is marketing the new gun 
towards concealed carry licensees 
by including a high-quality leather 
holster (finding a holster for the gun 
when it first came out was almost 
impossible), and moonclips to facili-
tate faster reloading.  

The gun comes in a host of cham-
berings, including several calibers 
traditionally used in semi-auto 
pistols.

He’s heard good things about the 
gun and is looking forward to shoot-
ing it some more.  

Tom Shaffer holds Howard Peppers’ new Chiappa revolver, 
discussing it’s unusual design.

The Chiappa Rhino revolver comes with moonclips to fa-
cilitate fast reloading along with a quality leather holster for 
carry.

IGOLD and updates
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Guns Save Life Board of Directors Meeting Notes 
GSL, Inc. Board Meeting
Tuesday December 23, 2014
Liberty Commons Mtg. Center
1776 Independence Ave
Urbana, IL  61801

Attendees:  Eric St Pierre, President; John 
Boch, Immediate Past President; Adrienne 
Logue, Vice-President; Larry Shurbet, Trea-
surer, Tammy Williams, Secretary; Dave 
Pike, Dean Rothermel, Director; Troy Hinds, 
Speaker Coordinator; Roger Dorsett, Direc-
tor; John Naese, GunNews Editor; Mindy 
Gardner, Director; George Irick Jr., Director; 
Bob Holland, Pete Wheeler, Director; John 
Gahm, Coordinator Pontiac, Lou McClellan, 
Director.  

Meeting called to order at 6:10 p.m. 
Motion made by John Gahm to approve the 
minutes as printed in the GunNews.  John 
Boch seconded with amendments, motion 
passed unanimously.  

Eric mentioned that the minutes to the 
Board Meetings need to be approved prior 
to them being printed in the GunNews.  
The secretary will email the minutes to the 
officers and directors prior to the Board 
meeting and then will be approved at the 
next meeting.

AFTER MEETING REPORTS 
Peoria Meeting:  George Irick Jr reported 
that the meeting went well, the room is 
about maxed out and John Boch said the 
parking lot is definitely maxed out.  Steve 
Schnurbusch will be looking for a different 
location.  Steve Schnurbusch acquired a 
new advertiser, Dave’s Trading Post, to 
advertise in GunNews.

Pontiac Meeting:  John Gahm said the 
meeting went very well.  Tom Kilhoffer did a 
nice job and speaker.  They had a very nice 
turn out.  Eric told John that Tim Lyle is very 
willing to help John out at the meetings.  
Eric will continue to speak to Tim and have 
Tim get in contact with John.

Champaign Meeting:  The meeting went 
well.  Great Guns a huge success as 
always.  

PRESIDENT’S REPORT:
Eric met with Alfreda Keller from the Chica-
goland area, to discuss starting a satellite 
location in southwest suburbs of Chicago.  
She is very interested, there will be roles 
that will need to be filled and the board will 
need to be involved.  

VICE-PRESIDENT’S REPORT: 
Food:  Piato’s will probably be serving for 
the next couple of months.   The caterer 
that Eric mentioned at the last meeting does 
not have an agreement with Fluid Events 
therefore will push his price higher.

TREASURER’S REPORT:
We received a donation from Christian 
County Rifle Association of $250.  They did 
not earmark the donation for any certain 
thing, they just wanted to help us and sup-
port our work.  Larry stated that he put the 
monies in the programs account.  

Larry reported that it should be about 5 
days or so that we will receive our cer-
tificate of name change from Champaign 
County Rifle Association to Guns Save Life 

Inc.  

SECRETARY’S REPORT:
Tammy mentioned that she would like to 
purchase a no contract phone for the Ex-
ecutive Secretary position as her personal 
phone bill is taking a “beating”.  The phone 
was okayed for purchase.
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS
Troy Hinds, Speaker Coordinator 
Speakers are going well, Troy asked 
Tammy if any forms have come in the mail 
with speaker recommendations.  Tammy 
reported that none have come in.

Sign Committee
Eric mentioned that he has someone 
interested in taking over as sign committee 
chair.  She is a new member to GSL, her 
name is Racheal Puckett.  

Jim Henry, Gun Show Coordinator
Jim said he has quite a few gun shows for 
the New Year.  There are several in the St. 
Louis area and Jim was wondering if we 
want to go that far.  The board mentioned 
probably not unless we get a satellite down 
in the area.  Jim mentioned he might go 
down for a couple to see if there is any 
interest.

OLD BUSINESS:
Executive Director Position would be for 20 
hours a week for $20,000 a year plus bo-
nuses.  Discussion by John Gahm, thought 
the position was paying $25,000. Instead of 
$20,000.  He thinks that the position should 
pay more than the Executive Secretary 
position.  John Boch mentioned that there 
would be a review of membership at the 
end of each quarter, the percentage of 
membership growth, the Executive Director 
would receive that percentage of the base 
salary.

Executive Director Position – Eric said that 
we had 2 applicants for the position.  One 
applicant is from AZ, and not willing to 
relocate.  

There was a motion made by Mindy Gard-
ner to hire John Boch as Executive Director; 
Dean Rothermel seconded.  Motion passed 
unanimously.  John will start January 5, 
2015.

Review of the Mission Statement:  John 
Boch made a motion to make our Mission 
Statement:  We defend your right to defend 
yourself. Larry Shurbet seconded.  Motion 
passed unanimously. 

By-Laws:  John Boch will be going over the 
By-Laws to see about any changes that 
need to be made.  One change definitely is 
certain addresses.

Advertising – John Boch, John Naese and 
Tammy Williams are working on all the 
advertising billing etc.  

Awesome Machines – bill for the past 6 
months and then bill monthly.  Tammy 
reported she is waiting on a return email for 
a correct billing address.

Sharp Defense is to be billed quarterly.

NEW BUSINESS:

Grant form for donations – asks several 
questions – info regarding contact info and 
with where the monies will be going.  Pete 
Wheeler made motion to approve the grant 
form that Eric emailed.  John Boch sec-
onded.  George Irick Jr. opposed.  Discus-
sion – George said that the form is overly 
burdensome.  There is a lot of paperwork 
and we would end up helping the organiza-
tions fill out the form.  John Boch then made 
a motion to recind the previous motion with 
Pete Wheeler seconded.  Motion passed 
unanimously.  George will rework the form 
and we will discuss at the next board meet-
ing.

Burma Offer - George Irick Jr. stated that 
the Congerville Gun Club, would like to 
put up Burma shave signs at Deer Creek 
and Congerville, George asked the ques-
tion How much would it cost for the signs, 
they would put them up.  The cost would be 
$500 for the materials, George will take this 

information back to the gun club.

Corporate Secretary - John Boch said that 
we need to announce again that there is a 
vacancy for Corporate Secretary position 
at the meetings.  Also, at the end of this 
meeting John Boch will resign as a member 
of the board, as the position of Execu-
tive Director cannot hold a position on the 
board.  Eric asked who are the other past 
presidents to appoint a new “past president” 
on the board.

Board Vacancy - John Boch made a motion 
to have Troy Hinds to become a Board 
Director. Pete Wheeler seconded.  Motion 
passed unanimously.

ADJOURNMENT  
Pete Wheeler made a motion adjourn at 
8:20. John Boch seconded.  Motion passed 
unanimously.
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Peoria!

333 DERBY STREET
PEKIN, IL

309-353-7522BUY-SELL-
TRADE 

GUNS, NEW 
AND USED

LARGE 
VARIETY OF 
RELOADING 

COMPONENTS

Over 800 Guns in Inventory!

DAVE’S 
TRADING POST

GSL Peoria Thursday February 5, 2015
by Steve Schnurbusch 

Kay Davis mentioned the Ladies Night held 
on the 2nd and 4th Thursdays at Allegiant 
Firearms in Peoria.  The event starts at 
6:30 and costs $10 plus the cost of ammo.  
Kay’s lesser half, Steve Davis, spoke about 
some Appleseed events in the area.  

Main Speaker - Jeff Shuck
Jeff Shuck was the night’s featured speak-
er.  Jeff is an attorney in Springfield and an 
instructor with GSL Defense Training.  He 
has been racking up the miles in Illinois 
as he generously volunteered to speak at 
the Champaign meeting in January and at 
Pontiac and Peoria in the same week in 
February.  

Jeff had been a shooter, but he didn’t really 
know what he didn’t know until he took 
some classes with GSL Defense Training.  
He performed very well in these classes 
and was asked to become an instructor.   
Jeff noticed an increased use of situational 
awareness after taking the classes and 
noted that as one of the biggest things that 
was different from before the classes.  

Nick Pratt does Tech Time with his new FN 
PS 90.  Isn’t that a Great Gun?  

Trenton Noreen holding the rifle that was 
won by Nicholas Johnston of Streator, who 
was not in attendance.

Jeff passionately spoke about the impor-
tance of being prepared and how important 
it is to be able to take care of the people 
that are close to you.  We all need help and 
to help others and having the skills and 
mindset to be able to defend loved ones is 
a great way to help others.  

The talk was wrapped up with some ques-
tions about training and carry methods.  
Jeff said some force on force training was 
especially good and mentioned the strain 
placed on the good people when so many 
places are prohibited zones.  

Tech Time - Nick Pratt - FN PS90
The December Champaign meeting pro-
vided some great news to one of the regular 
attendees of the Peoria GSL meetings.  
Nick Pratt won the FN PS90 5.7x28MM car-

bine in the 2014 Great Guns drawing.  The 
carbine truly found a great owner as Nick 
is quite the FN aficionado.  Nick graciously 
agreed to present the tech time talk at our 
February meeting.  

Nick shared various technical aspects of 
the round and its development.  Several 
loadings are available at various veloci-
ties and penetrative abilities.  Nick dem-
onstrated disassembly of the carbine and 
showed many of its unique features.  Nick’s 
presentations are always well prepared 
and very detailed.  He also offers excellent 
concealed carry training as well as custom 
made holsters so be sure to talk with him at 
future meetings.  

Gun of the Month
Nicholas Johnston of Streator won the Ru-
ger 10/22 50th Anniversary rifle.  The black 
synthetic stocked rifle comes with 25 and 
10 round Ruger magazines and a special 
50th Anniversary metal sign.  Thanks to the 
Pontiac team that sold the winning ticket.  

Next Meeting
We look forward to seeing everyone at our 
next meeting on:

Thursday March 5, 2015 at 
Peoria Pizza Works.  

Peoria County Sheriff Michael McCoy 
should be a great speaker and we will have 
some important information on our meeting 
location.

We’ll give away 
a Springfield 
XD-9 Subcom-
pact as well!
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March 13th, 14th & 15th

Chicago:  Home to Illinois’ 
strictest gun control laws

CHICAGO ISN’T SAFE

Dewitt County Sportsman’s Club
Clinton, IL

Now seeking new members.  ACT NOW!
Come join a growing club, with dual, independent ranges, a nice club-
house and permissive rules which allow shooters to practice shoot-
ing from holsters, double-taps and so forth.  Centrally located on 
Route 10, six miles east of Clinton, IL (15423 State Highway 10).  Great 
people and a warm atmosphere.  Facilities include a 100 yard rifle 
range range, handgun range, clubhouse, and more.  An archery range 
is also available.  Dues are $50/year plus two work days.

You can download an application at our website: dewittcountysc.
com  or by mailing a request to Dewitt Co. Sportsman’s Club; PO Box 
322; Clinton, IL 61727 

Looking for a place to shoot?

ALL YOU CAN EAT BREAKFAST - $5 - 8:30 AM
First & third Sunday each month.  Open to public!

Bunny Blast!
March 28, 2015

The Bunny Blast will be on March 
28th from 10 AM to 2 PM.  $5/round

The Bunny Blast is a competitive 
shoot for either handguns or rifles. 
The competition has six shooters and 
they will have 20 seconds to shoot 

up to six egg targets. The first one to 
shoot all six targets wins. 

A prize will be awarded each round.

Yale academics study common sense:

Criminals	flock	together
(Sun-Times) - If you and another person 
get arrested together in Chicago, you’re 
both part of a loose network of people with 
a high risk of getting shot in the future, 
Yale University researchers say in a newly 
published study.

Only 6 percent of the people in Chicago be-
tween 2006 and 2012 were listed on arrest 
reports as co-offenders in crimes, the study 
says. But those people became the victims 
of 70 percent of the nonfatal shootings in 
the city over the same period.

The study, called “Tragic, but not random: 
The social contagion of nonfatal gunshot 
injuries,” was published in the January 
2015 issue of Social Science & Medicine. It 
shows the risk of becoming a gunshot vic-
tim in Chicago is “more concentrated than 
previously thought,” according to Andrew 
Papachristos, one of the authors.

Despite bitter January cold, 
shootings up 40%
(ABC7 Chicago) – Chicago police have 
released their first crime report of 2015, and 
it’s up slightly from last year.

There were eight more murders this Janu-
ary compared to last year. There were also 
31 more shootings compared to last Janu-
ary, and 38 more shooting victims.

[Editor’s note:  Second City Cop reports 
those additional shooting victimes represent 
a 40% increase over last January.]

Bad news, Rahm.
Guns Save Life coming to Chicago
Guns Save Life is known for its popular and ever-growing monthly grassroots meet-
ings in several cities in downstate Illinois.  With consistent regular turnout between 
fifty and two hundred people at our meeting locations, it’s a good time.  We have 
featured speakers each month, a technical presentation about a particular firearm or 
type of firearm, a gun drawing and great fellowship with like-minded gun owners just 
like yourself.  

The meetings are educational and fun.  We 
sometimes say “history comes to life” with 
some of our speakers, while others provide 
remarkable insight into mindset issues, the 
firearms industry, and opportunities to grow 
and improve your skills as a responsible gun 
owner.

We’re forming a leadership committee to 
bring a monthly Guns Save Life meeting to 
Chicago.  We’ve identified several volun-
teers thus far and are looking for a few more 
good men and women.  If you’re interested 
in helping out in some capacity, or can offer 
logistical support, contact GSL’s President 
Bear St. Pierre at 217 480-2327 (217 480-
BEAR) or at estpierre@gunssavelife.com.

Our goal is to have the leadership committee set up, a (gun-friendly) meeting loca-
tion identified and to promote the inaugural meeting by summertime.

Why bring GSL’s style of activism and public education to Chicago?  Yes, on a per-
capita basis, there’s not (yet) a high rate of gun ownership among Chicagoland’s 
millions of law-abiding residents.  However, there are many hundreds of thousands 
of gun owners in a small geographical area and we want to help them educate their 
friends, neighbors and most importanly, elected representatives on the proven ben-
efits of firearms ownership.

We’ll see you soon, Rahm.

The Illinois Council Against Handgun 
Violence Ownership probably isn’t 
going to be happy to see us coming.
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Funks Grove (Bloomington Pan-
tagraph) — William White loaded 
an arrow into his gas-powered 
crossbow, took aim and pressed 
the trigger.

The deer fell. It was White’s 
first in three years of coming up 
empty.

Never mind that White is missing 
an arm and a leg. The U.S. Ma-
rine sergeant, a veteran of Beirut, 
Bosnia and Somalia, thanked a 
small band of soldiers and civilian 
volunteers who restored him to 
wholeness, if only for a day.

“It’s always good to find a friend 
when you need one,” said White, 
of Wood Dale, as he recognized 
the HOOAH Deer Hunt for He-
roes program.

HOOAH is a local offshoot of the 
U.S. Army’s “Healing Outside 
Of A Hospital” program. Four 
Army specialists spent last week 
working with local founder Tom 
Huffington of McLean to set up a 
week of hunting for eight injured 
warriors at Funks Grove.

“We work with the Army to screen 
candidates for the program so 
that we can do the most good,” 
Huffington said.

Physical and psychological as-
sessments, as well as material 
accommodations for what each 
candidate needs to succeed, are 
all factors that contribute to their 
inclusion, he said. Each wounded 
soldier is assigned a mentor and 
support staff to guide them on the 
hunting expedition.

Huffington said fundraisers, like 
LeRoy High School’s Hangar 
Dance, have enabled HOOAH to 
purchase hunting supplies and 
other items that provide mobility 
for the soldiers, many without use 
of their arms or legs.

More than 1,700 soldiers have 
been through the program since it 
was set up at Fort Campbell, Ky.

Josue Cordova, a U.S. Air Force 
veteran from Naperville, received 
instruction on how to fire a cross-
bow from John Masters, a civilian 
volunteer from Bloomington.

“A lot of people ask why we need 
to hunt or do other military related 
pastimes,” Cordova said. “This 
really isn’t so much about hunt-
ing. It’s about reliving some of 
the teamwork and camaraderie 
that so many of us miss when we 
were in the military.”

He added, “When you wake up 
in an Army hospital bed and 
someone tells you that you aren’t 
going to walk any longer, you lose 
something no one else could ever 
relate to.

“Programs like HOOAH put some 
meaning back into your life,” he 
said. “It made me want to get up 
and get out of my bed and get out 
from in front of a television set.”

Sgt. Justin Carter, the U.S. Army 
operations sergeant in charge of 
HOOAH at Fort Campbell, has 
worked with hundreds of disabled 
veterans.

“On Veterans Day, a lot of people 
will realize they maybe can’t take 
a veteran hunting or do some-
thing else for them, but you can 
always just say, ‘Thanks for your 
service,’” said Carter.

He’s learned that veterans 
sometimes face social discrimi-
nation from a citizenry that often 
struggles to understand what they 
have been through.

“A lot of folks might tend to just 
look away when they run across 
a disabled or injured veteran,” 
he said. “But think for a moment 
what difference it would make 
to invite them to your home 
and make them dinner and ask 
them what they did to serve their 
country.”

It could, he said, give Veterans 
Day a whole new meaning.

Guns Save Life is a 
proud sponsor
Guns Save Life is a proud spon-
sor of the HOOAH Deer Hunt 
For Heroes program, which 
remembers and helps veterans 
year round.  The program helps 
veterans transition back into 
civilian life following physical, and 
often mental wounds suffered 
during their service in the military.  
As one soldier explained, the 
HOOAH programs give these 
men inspiration to keep fighting 
and to not to give up.

The program, through comara-
derie and bonds made, saves 
lives and gives these veterans a 
reason to continue living in some 
cases.

There are plenty of volunteer 
opportunities available as this 
program grows.  For volunteer 
opportunities with the local 
HOOAH chapter, contact Wendy 
Boch at wendala2 (at) gmail.com, 
or call 815-848-6248 or visit the 
HOOAH Deer Hunt for Heroes 
Facebook page.

HOOAH: Helping Vets Heal

It’s less about the hunting and more about the camaraderie.

Breaking bread.

State Line Rifle Association
 
Proud sponsor of Brownell’s NRA Day Family Fun Shoot.
In affiliation with: NRA, ISRA, GOA, IFOR, CMP, GSL, 
MCSA

Monthly meetings on the fourth Tuesday each 
month at 7pm
American Legion
111 E Main Street
Round Lake Park, IL 60073
 

www.statelinerifle.com   
see us on Facebook

“An influential voice in 
advancing armed self-
defense ‘north of I-80’ ”
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Guns Save Life | Pontiac

Terrance c. Sullivan, managing broker

Lyons-suLLivan ReaLty, inc.
321 W. madiSon STreeT, PonTiac, il 61764 
office 815-842-1400 | direcT 815-674-6299 

LyonssuLLivanReaLty.com

Guns Save Life is proud to announce our new 
“Life Membership” for those who wish to show 
an exemplary level of support towards Guns 
Save Life and our mission defending your 
right to defend yourself.

The new “Life Membership” is available for 
$1000, and for those aged 65 and over, it’s 
available at half-price, $500.

Be among the second ten individuals to step 
up and help us defend your right to defend 
yourself with a life membership to Guns Save 
Life.  

To sign up for this new Life Membership op-
tion, fill out the form on the back page of this 
issue of GunNews and send it in today.

Guns Save Life’s 
LIFE MEMBERSHIP!

We defend your right 
to defend yourself.

GSL’s Pontiac Regional Coordinator John 
Gahm opened the February gathering of 
the faithful with nearly 80 GSL members, 
family and friends.  As is our custom, we 
opened with the Pledge of Allegiance and 
a recognition of the veterans present.  We 
also asked the newcomers to stand and be 
recognized.  They came from Dwight, Odell, 
Athens and everywhere in between.  May 
you all become regulars!

First up was Ed Wachala.  He’s a Cham-
paign, IL cop with a daughter who suffers 
from a life-threatening allergy to peanuts.  
He was selling tickets on a gun raffle to 
help the family purchase a peanut-sniffing 
service dog.  His presentation was well 
done and well received among the attend-
ees.  For more on this, see the Champaign 
meeting notes on page four.  

GSL’s Executive Director John Boch was 
also on hand to bring folks up to speed on 
the latest from the Illinois General Assembly 
and news including the 40% spike in shoot-
ings in Chicago this January.  

Main Speaker
Jeffrey Shuck
Dealing with disabilities
Jeff Shuck is a Deputy General Counsel for 
the State of Illinois, specializing in employ-
ment law.  He noted that while he’s an 
attorney, he doesn’t sport horns or a forked 
tongue.  

Jeff Shuck.

He came to talk about overcoming disabili-
ties - something we’ll all have to do in some 
way or another at some point in our lives.  

Jeff said he underwent a transformation 

beginning in 2012.  He took a class from 
GSL Defense Training well before Illinois 
new concealed carry act was voted on, 
and found that “I didn’t know how much I 
didn’t know” about guns and self-defense.  
He said he didn’t like how his vulnerability 
made him feel.  “I wanted to be able to 
protect my family,” he said.

His thirst for knowledge about self-defense, 
shooting and tactics was intense and he 
took more advanced coursework from both 
GSL Defense Training and others.  He 
noted that he gained well-placed confidence 
in his ability to now defend himself and his 
family (wife and twin teenage boys).  

It was so transformational for him that he 
felt he had to help others experience that 
same feeling, and that’s when he decided 
to become a firearms instructor.   Today, 
he’s teaching with GSL Defense Training.  
“I didn’t see the transformation coming,” he 
said.  

Jeff explained that during all those years, 
he did what he put his mind to, without 
regard to his disability.  Today, he’s helping 
disabled students in particular overcome 
lost abilities to do well.  “It doesn’t matter if 
it’s age-related, or injury-related, all of us 
are going to have issues to overcome in our 
lives.  I encourage everyone to not let those 
things slow you down in what you wish to 
achieve!”  Just because you may be getting 
older or differently abled does not require 
you to give up or not try.  

Jeff Shuck explained that sometimes things 
go full circle.  His life-long best friend - the 
one who found him in a ditch under a car 
immediately after the accident that left Jeff 
in a wheelchair decades ago - was recently 
involved in his own life-changing accident.

This one wasn’t a car accident, but an 
industrial accident where a massive food 
mixer sucked his friend in and almost 
turned him into goo.  The friend lost his right 
hand and suffered a host of injuries but is 
expected to recover.

Jeff said his friend is glad to be alive and 
looking forward to learning how to shoot 
with what used to be his non-dominant 
hand.  “I’ll be right there to help him,” Shuck 
smiled.  “But I’m joking to our friends that 
they might not want to spend too much time 
around the two of us as we seem to be ter-
ribly unlucky.”

Our monthly gun wasn’t present, but the winner certainly was!   John Gahm, GSL’s Pon-
tiac Regional Coordinator stands with the winner, Rick Kester of Fairbury.  He won the 
S&W Bodyguard .38 with Crimson Trace laser provided by South Post Guns Streator.

Tech Time
Frank Wright
The M1A.
Frank Wright did a bang-up job talking up 
the M1A for the audience, much to their 
delight.  Details of his presentation can be 
found in the Champaign meeting notes (see 

page 3) as he delivered the same presenta-
tion in Champaign a week later.

GSL’s John Boch will emcee next month’s 
meeting and it should be a hoot.  See you 
all on Tuesday, March 3rd!  Next month’s 
gun is a Ruger P95, courtesy of Big R.
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comPlete Auto rePAIr
fAmIly owned & oPerAted

tIreS, brAkeS, StArterS, 
AlternAtorS, comPuter dIAg-

noStIcS, exhAuSt, trAnSmISSIon, 
Scheduled mAIntenAnce, oIl 

chAngeS & more

urbAnA
217 384-5593

212 n. VIne Street
(In Schnuck’S PlAzA)

St. JoSePh
217 469-6224
221 e. wArren
(mAIn & wArren)

10% dIScount to gSl memberS

Champaign Ford City:
“NO GUNS” no more!
Champaign, IL (GSL) - Champaign Ford City, a division of Worden-
Martin, Inc., is just the latest high-profile retail location to pull 
down their NO GUNS signage in recent days.  Days later, another 
Worden-Martin Nissan next door also took down their NO GUNS 
signage from their entrance doors.  Bob Ridings in Decatur has also 
pulled their signs recently as well!

The moves follow would-be customers being turned away by the 
signs which prohibit card-carrying good guys from carrying their fire-
arms into the buildings.  Those gun owners let the sales staff know 
that they would be shopping elsewhere.  

When GSL stopped in on Thursday, February 5th, one of the Ford 
sales reps told John Boch that he personally knew of at least a 
couple of truck buyers saw those signs and left the dealership with-
out even entering the building.

We welcome Worden Martin’s Nissan dealership, as well as Cham-
paign Ford City and Bob Ridings Ford, Lincoln, Dodge, Chrysler, 
Jeep back into the fold of merchants who don’t discriminate against 
card-carrying good guys.

“NO GUNS” SIGNAGE:
What you can do to challenge them and help get rid of them
When you notice a business 
posted “NO GUNS” the best and 
most important thing you can 
do is to avoid doing business 
with them.  Money talks like little 
else.

If you are up for it, walk in and 
present the owner or manager a 
“No guns = No money” card and 
explain that their sign prohibits 
card-carrying good guys like 
yourself from entering their store 
and spending money there.  At 
the same time, it does nothing to 
prohibit the street criminal car-

rying a gun into their store.  Be 
polite - you’re representing almost 
two million gun owners in your 
demeanor.

Even better than presenting a 
card in person is to do your busi-
ness at a nearby competitor then 
return to the posted business 
and present them a “No guns = 
No money” card AND the receipt 
from spending at a competi-
tor.  That will speak louder than 
words.  Almost as good (and 
probably more convenient for 

you) would be to write a short, 
one-page letter to the business 
explaining how they lost your 
business and why you spent at 
their competitor.  Don’t forget to 
enclose those receipts!

If their sign is non-compliant, 
you don’t need to tell them.  A 
non-compliant sign does not carry 
the force of law and if you proudly 
point out to the business owner 
that their posting is defective, 
you may be setting up a carry 
licensee for a criminal charge at 
a future time if they later post an 
approved sign.  

Where to get the cards?
Send a SASE and $1 for each 
four cards to cover our print-
ing costs to:  GSL, PO Box 51, 
Savoy, IL 61874-0051.

* Criminals will seek unarmed victims to attack, so the sign some thought would keep their customers and 
employees safer is in reality only increasing the risk of violence.  Only the law-abiding, card-carrying good 
guys are required to leave their legal guns behind.
* Every multiple death mass public shooting rampage since the 1950s, except one, has occurred in a 
designated “No Guns” zone.
*  Illinois has 1.8 million registered good-guy gun owners.  Why needlessly alienate 1.8 million potential 
customers?
*  America’s largest companies don’t post their businesses.  Why would you post yours?

  FACTS ABOUT THOSE RISKY “NO GUNS” SIGNS
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Train with the people you 
know and trust.

GSL Defense Training
Firearms Training for Everyone

GSLDefenseTraining.com

GSL Defense Training, LLC
21 Brookshire Green
Bloomington, IL 62704
217 649-3702
templar223@comcast.net

GSL Defense Training’s 
NRA Personal Protection in the Home (IL 16-hour)
This NRA Personal Protection in the Home course, along with supplemental lectures and range exercises, satis-
fies Illinois’ 16-hour training requirement for the Illinois concealed carry licenses and is Illinois State Police ap-
proved.  Course goal: To develop the basic knowledge, skills and attitude essential to the safe and efficient use of 
a handgun for protection of self and family, and to provide information on the law-abiding citizen’s right to self-de-
fense.  This class covers a review of NRA gun safety rules, using firearms responsibly and ethically for personal 
protection, developing the proper mindset for using a firearm for personal defense when facing a life-threatening 
encounter, mental awareness, how to avoid becoming a victim, strategies for home safety and responding to a vi-
olent confrontation in your home.  We offer an in-depth instruction on the judicious use of deadly force - taught by 
real instructor-lawyers, not power point slides - including when deadly force is justified, even against “unarmed” 
aggressors.  Additional topics and activities above and beyond the NRA Personal Protection in the Home Course:  
We will also teach you fundamentals of how to fight with your personal defense handgun, a discussion of interac-
tions with potential assailants, the moral and ethical considerations to decision-making involved in using  deadly 
force, and post-shooting interventions with witnesses, responding police officers, investigating officers, media and 
others.  We’ll also cover the Illinois State Police-required aspects of the new Illinois Firearm Concealed Carry Act.

Students will spend several hours on the range with live-fire both days and will fire 250 rounds, including the Il-
linois qualification shoot.  Less experienced shooters are welcomed & encouraged.  

Tuition:   $225 per person when you take advantage of our buy one, get one half-price sale.  $300 for a single 
registration, buy one, get one half price for the second.  Registration includes lunch, drinks, range fees, safety 
equipment (as needed), and the NRA required student packet of materials.  AZ, FL non-resident permit-to-carry 
applications are also included, along with a long list of bonus materials.   Loaner guns and gear offered at no 
additional charge.  Ammo (9mm, .38 Special, .22LR and others) typically available at all class locations.
A Firearms Owners ID Card is recommended, but not required.  

March 28 & 29 - Bloomington, IL (Darnall’s GunWorks & Ranges)
April 25 & 26 - Crescent City, IL (Iroquois Co. Law Enf. Assn.)
June 20 & 21 - Burlington, IA (DesMoines Co. Conservation)

July 18 & 19 - Clinton, IL (DeWitt Co. Sportsman’s Club)
August 29 & 30 - Bloomington, IL (Darnall’s GunWorks & Ranges)

Great ratio of instructors to students.  Family- and female-friendly.  More than the minimum of everything.  
Lunch, range fees, and loaner equipment included.  Real lawyers, experienced instructors - not Power Point 
slides.  Great value!   GSL	Defense	Training:		We	don’t	just	provide	training,	we	provide	confidence!
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You don’t have to be a helpless victim.
Empower yourself.  Become a gun owner.  Get training.

 

The

Armed American
True stories of firearms used by law-abiding Americans 
to save innocent life.

Now teaching 
Illinois Concealed Carry

Training at multiple locations!
Call or see our web site for details 
and course registration materials.

Illinois-approved Concealed Carry classes | NRA Basic Pistol | Florida Non-Resident Conceal & Carry  
We Do Private Classes for Groups or Individuals.  Call for Details!

Your Certified Training Professionals!
Call us at 217 960-3070.

www.SafetysOn.com

Tuition:  $125 for Basic Pistol, $125 for IL C and C; or $200 for both 
if both classes are purchased at the same time.  

Illinois C and C for all military veterans and current military is $100.

Canton, TX (Tyler Morning Telegraph) - A 
woman shot a convicted sex offender who 
was attempting to forcefully enter her home 
early Tuesday morning, according to Van 
Zandt County Sheriff’s Office. The woman 
called 911 about 4:30 a.m., and deputies 
responded to her home on Texas State 
Highway 19 north of Canton.

Upon arrival, deputies found Christopher 
Ray Foster, 37, of Edgewood, was dead. 
Investigators determined that Foster was in 
the process of forcing entry into a side door of the home when the homeowner fatally shot 
him.

“Presently, as the result of underfunding and inadequate staffing at the Van Zandt County 
Sheriff’s Office, homeowners need to take appropriate precautions to protect their fami-
lies,” Sheriff Michael Ray said. “I will continue to support the law abiding citizens of our 
community when they are forced to take actions to protect their lives, liberty and property.”

Foster, who had a lengthy criminal history, and recently was released on bond from the 
Van Zandt County Jail, after he was accused of failing to comply with registration require-
ments as a sex offender.

He won’t do that again.  Chris Foster in bet-
ter days before he got shot dead.

Registered sex offender meets single woman gun owner

DeKalb County, GA (Breitbart.com) - On 
February 8, a customer who ignored 
Sonic’s request that “customers refrain from 
bringing guns to the restaurant” was able to 
pull his gun and shoot one of three alleged 
armed robbers, killing him and stopping the 
would-be robbery.

Breitbart News previously reported that on 
May 30, 2014, Sonic asked law-abiding 
citizens to come to the restaurant unarmed. 
We also reported that a Sonic in Topeka, 
Kansas, was robbed the very day that cus-
tomers were asked to come and eat while 
defenseless.

But on February 8, the tables were turned. 
Atlanta’s NBC 11 reports that 23-year-old 
Joseph Toombs “was waiting in line at the 
drive-thru [in DeKalb County, Georgia,] 
when he saw three suspects approach him 
on foot.” Toombs alleges that “at least one 
of the suspects” had a gun.

Toombs then drew the gun he’d brought 
with him and opened fire, striking and killing 
one of the suspects–19-year-old Kenneth 
Brayboy. The other two suspects immedi-
ately fled and are still at large.

Sonic customer ignores “NO 
GUNS” sign, thwarts armed 
robbery trio

Gutterpunk learns not to 
disrespect dangerous old men
Southgate, MI (WDIV) - A 19-year-old is 
dead after breaking into his neighbor’s 
home early Thursday morning and be-
ing shot by the homeowner, Local 4 has 
learned.

Southgate Director of Public Safety Thomas 
Coombs said the 74-year-old homeowner 
got his gun when he heard the intruder, who 
was also armed, break in.

“As he walked through the home, the home 
invader confronted him with the gun. He 
shot the home invader and the home in-
vader died here on scene,” Coombs said.

Intruder	finds	himself	with	a	
knife	at	a	gunfight
Dover, WI (Milwaukee Journal-Sentinel) - 
An intruder who said he planned on killing 
the occupants of a home he broke into in 
rural Racine County slit one person’s throat 
but fled when a second fired a gun at him, 
according to a criminal complaint.

Ronald E. Kaehne, 28, of Kansasville 
was charged Tuesday with two counts of 
attempted first-degree intentional homicide-
use of a dangerous weapon in connection 
with the break-in reported shortly after 2:30 
a.m., Saturday in the Town of Dover, ac-
cording to the complaint.

March 21st, 2015
April 18, 2015

NRA Basic Pistol Course 
(Part 1 of Illinois Conceal and Carry)

March 22nd, 2015 
April 19, 2015

Illinois Conceal and Carry 
(Part 2 of Illinois Conceal and Carry)

Classes are 8am to 6pm each day
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 Freedom’s Forum

GunNews Magazine
The monthly journal of Guns Save Life

John Naese, Editor
johnnaese@frontier.com

John Boch, Editor Emeritus
templar223@comcast.net

Letters, including complaints or commenda-
tions, to the Editor are welcome.  Please, limit 
your letter to 200 words.  We reserve the right 
to edit or refuse publication of any submission.  
Anonymous letters are discouraged. Guest 
columns of 400 words are also welcome on 
timely issues, particularly those related to 
firearms, self-defense or similar topics. Letters 
and guest columns may be sent electronically 
to:  johnnaese@frontier.com.  

Or you can mail your letter to:
Guns Save Life, Post Office Box 51, 
Savoy, Illinois 61874

Our thanks goes out to Oleg 
Volk for his continued permis-
sion to use his creative works in 
our gun rights advocacy work.  
You can see more of them at 
his website:

a-human-right.com

By Celeste Miller
I was raised in a household where 
beliefs were firm and silly notions were 
told to see the front door. My parents 
are of strong character and mind. Grow-
ing up under their guidance greatly 
benefitted me; it still does today. I was 
never raised to fear guns. Perhaps 
fear those who wield them, yes, but not 
guns as objects themselves.  

My family comes from a background 
where guns played a key part of our 
lifestyle. Whether it be sheep herding 
or hunting, it’s just in our blood. It’s in 
everyone’s, if you care to think about 
your ancestors. Guns
have been around for a long time, and 
they aren’t going to disappear over-
night. But there are two sides to this 
story.  

I met a woman on one of my shoot-
ing experiences at a range during an 
Appleseed shoot. I never spoke with 
her personally, but my father did. But 
I could see how she feared the guns. 
The banging as a round was shot made 
her flinch. She needed the encourage-
ment of the shoot bosses and instruc-
tors to even begin to ease into the 
process. But over the course of those 

two days, I could see her growing more 
at ease with the rifle. 

Learning how to put lead on paper and 
make the shot. 

Learning to not fear.  

There are some who are raised to love 
guns, who find it an everyday part of 
their lives. Increasingly our everyday 
lives are filled with work, deadlines, kids 
needing rides to activities and technol-
ogy. It is hard to get out to a range. It 
is difficult to find the time to learn. It’s 
easy to fear something that could cause 
so much harm.  

But it doesn’t have to be so. Just one 
day out of a 24/7 schedule can be all 
it takes. To learn that you can change 
something. Learn something that your 
grandfather knew. Learn a skill that may 
or may not help you.  

There is something liberating when you 
get down to business, rifle in hand, tak-
ing in deep breaths as you focus on the 
target ahead. In the pull of the trigger 
and recoil. The bang that fills your ears 
and the smell of smoke.  

I was taught not to fear guns. I was 
taught to be smart with guns.  

There are people who abuse this 
weapon, who make it so that they are 
feared. But that is a weakness I wasn’t 
raised to let hinder me. I wasn’t raised 
to cower in fear. That’s not who I was 
meant to be, and I’m not going to let 
that fear dictate who I will become.  

That woman at the range who feared 
guns, walked away loving the experi-
ence. Walked away with a smile, telling 
us that she was going to go buy herself 
a firearm. She came with fear and left 
with strength.  

So I ask you to ponder this question, 
take the time to think it out and be 
smart: How many of you want to get rid 
of your fears? And how many of you 
want to be strong?  

About the author:  Celeste Miller 
fired her first shot with a rifle not that 
many years ago.  She’s since become 
involved in Appleseed as an Instructor-
in-Training.  When she turns 18 in a 
few years, she’ll probably become a full 
instructor.  

Thanks from ISRA
We received your generous donation for 
the IGOLD expenses.  The Illinois State 
Rifle Association thanks you for your 
continuing support.  Your contribution will 
help us fulfill our obligations.

Let’s make IGOLD 2015 the best event 
yet!

Thanks again.

Richard Pearson
Chatsworth, IL

Thanks from Darren Wilson
Thank you very much for your support.  It 
is greatly appreciated.

Thank you.
 
Darren Wilson
St. Louis, MO

From the mailbag...

And a few comments from our 
website blog posts...

From a post about Dave Grossman:
My wife and I attended an amazing ses-
sion with Lt. Col. Grossman at the last 
NRA meeting. The concepts and approach 
he teaches are simple but based on the 
truth. He will change how you think about 
self-defense and the defense of others. He 
will change how you train and prepare to 
defend yourself.

DM

From a post about Champaign Ford City 
taking down “No Guns” signs:  
Guns Save Life members contribute to 
another win for the good guys. My cousin 
dropped a card there a couple of weeks ago 
that he got when he signed up as a GSL 
member.

Sounds like that freebie was priceless in the 
work it did.

Great job GSL and welcome Champaign 
Ford.

Dyspeptic Skeptic

She came with fear.  She left with strength.

Oleg Volk photo.
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Storage Containers
And Trailers

For Rent or Sale
Delivered to your site

20’ or 40’ Long - 8’ Wide
MEL PRICE & CO.

1938 Bowman Ave.
Danville, IL 61832

217-442-9092

DAVE’S FIREARMS
Firearms - Ammunition - Reloading - Accessories

IT’S TIME to stop in and see the Largest Selection of 
Firearms and Accessories in East Central Illinois, in our 
NEWLY EXPANDED SHOWROOM.

Located between 
St. Joseph and Urbana, 

IL., on Route 150 
in Mayview

IN THE 

BIG RED 
BUILDING

1868 CR 1600 N.
Urbana, IL   61802

217-469-8000

What in the world are online “Witness Slips”?  And why should I fill one out?  
The Illinois General Assembly has 
implemented online witness slips for 
interested parties to communicate with 
legislative committees prior to commit-
tee votes to either kill bills or to forward 
them on to the entire Illinois House or 
Senate.

These are the latest way to influence 
the legislative process.  Below, John 
Naese writes a hypothetical conversa-
tion about the slips and their impor-
tance.  Remember, scarce few people 
are involved influencing politicians in 
Springfield - so when you participate, 
your input is magnified dramatically.

by John Naese

I’m Involved because I care.  What 
else do I need to do besides vote?  
Yes, you care.  That’s evident because 
you’ve made it to page 17 of Gun-
News.  But it’s not enough.  You’ve got 
to let the folks in Springfield know what 
you want.  

Ok, I do that... sometimes.  
Call or write your legislators.  Those 
used to be your main avenues to make 
your voice heard in Springfield.  
  
But what else can I do?  
A lot of the real work gets done is in 
committee hearings.  And that’s where 
witness slips come in.  

What’s a Witness Slip?  
Committee hearings are where law-
makers call witnesses, including our 
lobbyists, to find out more about a bill.  

Anyone can attend a hearing at the 
Capitol, and even if you’re not called 
on to talk, you can fill out a witness slip 
to let the lawmakers know where you 
stand on the bill they’re debating.  It’s 
a simple fill in the blank form that lets 
them know if you are a “proponnent”, 
“opponent”, or have no position on the 
bill.  

But now you don’t have to be there; 
you can fill out a witness slip online.  

Sounds like a lot of trouble.  I don’t 
do a lot online other than read my 

mail and check my Facebook.  
The first time you do it, it will take a 
couple minutes to set up your account.  
It doesn’t cost anything, but you will 
need to write down your username and 
password.  

After that first time, if you know what 
bill you’re looking for, it takes just a few 
seconds to fill one out and submit it.  

It probably doesn’t matter if I do one 
or not; the politicians are not going 
to look at them.  
Au contraire!

They may not look at them, but they 
will count them, or some staffer will.  

This can be important.  Most bills, and 
most details of bills, are not foremost 
in the mind of the average Senator or 
Representative.  It may be something 
they are not familiar with, or that they 
pay little attention to.  So when they go 
to a committee hearing about some-
thing like this, they will look at the sup-
port and oppostion it’s generating.  

If a bill comes up for a vote, and it has 
generated a lot of witness slips on one 
side, and only a few on the other, many 
legislators will vote with the side that 
will offer them the least static.  

If a committee room is packed with 
supporters and only has a few op-
ponents, that can have an immediate 
influence.  

The same applies in the virtual world of 
online witness slips.  

Where there’s a handful in opposition, 
but hundreds in support, those slips 
can sway legislators who don’t feel 
strongly one way or another.  

But how will I know what bill number 
to put in a slip for?  
We’ll tell you.  Your friends in the pro-
gun world will keep you informed.  Go 
to Guns Save Life.com every time 
you’re online.  (You already do that, 
don’t you?)  We will pass on the most 
important alerts we receive from the 
NRA, ISRA, or other sources.  If you’re 

already online, it is only a matter of a 
few clicks to fill out the slip and submit 
it.  Trust us, we’ll make it easy for you.

But I don’t know what’s in all these 
bills.  
Neither do many of the politicians.  But 
we have people on our side whose 
job it is to read these bills, come up 
with talking points in support or op-
position, and who are constantly on 
guard against a slippery Legislature 
that might try to run a bill in the dark of 
night, or anti-gun pols who will spread 
lies about what we support and op-
pose.  

Does it really make a difference?  
You bet it does!  If you’ve been around 
a few years, you may remember all the 
bad gun bills that used to sail through 
the Legislature.  Why do legislatures 
pass bad bills?  Because they can!  

Unless we show up and support the 
good bills and oppose the bad ones, 
the good bills will go nowhere and the 
bad bills will pass.  

With the advent of the online witness 
slip, hundreds or thousands of us can 
register our approval or disapproval of 
specific bills, in real time, at the com-
mittee meetings where it will probably 
do the most good.  

Central Illinois’ Largest
GUN AUCTIONS

2601 Lakeland Blvd., Mattoon, IL 

Also, consignment and estate auctions.  Consignments welcome! 
Complete listings & photos at www.bauerauction.com

Next big gun auction:  July 20th, 2014
Ron Baker FFL  (217) 273-5056
Bauer Auction (217) 259-5956

Lic. #440000242  

Activism tactics:  Online Witness Slips
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DARNALL GUN WORKS & RANGES
FULL LINE GUN SHOP --  INDOOR & OUTDOOR RANGES -- OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Darnall FAST - FireArms Safety Training Group
6125 E. 1175 North Road
Bloomington, IL 61705
Phone:  309-379-4331
Fax:  309-379-4332
www.darnalls.com

NRA 1st Step Basic Pistol
Call.  Dates every week.

Rifle and Pistol Tactical Shoot
 March 22

CARRY CONCEALED CLASSES
ILLINOIS STATE POLICE APPROVED

16 Hour Classes  8 Hour Class
  Call!     Call!

SASS Cowboy Action Shoot
  Mar. 21

Tactical Pistol League
Every Thursday Night

CARRY CONCEALED CLASS FEES:
Contact us now to register.

16 hour class - $250.00
8 hour class - $150.00

INDOOR PISTOL RANGE
OUTDOOR PISTOL, RIFLE, & SHOTGUN RANGES

LARGE SELECTION OF FIREARMS
AMMUNITION AVAILABLE

RELOADING SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT

National News Shorts

Bloomberg says 
“no guns for minority males”
(Russia Today) - To keep them alive, young minor-
ity males should not be allowed to possess firearms, 
former New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg said 
before a sold-out crowd at the Aspen Institute.

Hard as they try, freedom won’t die
Anti-gun vandals attack new signs
Lancaster, PA (Town 
News) - After new pro-
gun signs were vandal-
ized in Conoy Township, 
leaders hope to sell 
similar ones to benefit 
local nonprofits.

The township erected 
12 red, white and blue 
signs saying “Welcome 
to Conoy Twp. THIS 
IS NOT A GUN FREE 
ZONE” along roads 
Feb. 4 and 5.

Someone spraypainted four of them overnight Feb. 5. 
News of the vandalism spread fast. A story even ran in 
the Daily Mail newspaper in England.

Now, the township is fielding  requests from people 
who want to buy similar signs. Phone calls and emails 
have come in from elsewhere in Pennsylvania and 
California, Texas, Florida, Mississippi, Ohio, Idaho, 
Kentucky, and other states, township supervisor 
Stephen L. Mohr said. Requests for signs have come 
from pro-gun and 2nd Amendment organizations, too.

He expects the township will buy new signs from a 
private company and then resell them. Campaign-
like yard signs and window stickers are also being 
planned. No prices or quantities have been deter-
mined.

POLITICAL THEATER
CCW national reciprocity introduced
(The Hill) - Gun owners would be al-
lowed to carry concealed weapons 
around the country under new legisla-
tion introduced in the Senate.

The Constitutional Concealed Carry 
Reciprocity Act would allow gun owners 
who have a concealed carry permit in 
their home state to bring their firearms 
in any other state with concealed-carry 
laws.

[Editor’s note:  The bill will never be 
signed by Barack Obama.]

Gura wins again
(The Truth About Guns) - [A] Federal 
judge has declared that the longstand-
ing ban on gun dealers selling hand-
guns to residents in different states 
is not only unconstitutional under the 
Second Amendment, but also violates 
other fair trade provisions of the United 
States Constitution. [T]his looks to be a 
major win for the Citizen’s Committee 
for the Right to Keep and Bear Arms.

Remington killing PARA USA
(GSL) - Remington has announced they 
are killing off PARA in the coming few 
months.  The Freedom Group bought 
PARA USA a three years ago, and like 
many of the brands they buy, they fold 
them into Remington.

Really stupid quote from FSU head
(GSL) - FSU’s President John Thrasher 
told the Florida Herald Tribune that, and 
we quote, “I think, in fact, the shoot-
ing demonstrated that we have a safe 
campus.”  Three people were wounded 
before good guys with guns could arrive 
and truncate the shooter’s miserable 
existence.  Thrasher is, of course, 
dead set opposed to good guys with 
concealed carry licenses carrying on 
campus.

SAF announces training division
Bellevue, WA (SAF) – Following a year 
of organization, the Second Amend-
ment Foundation Training Division 
(SAFTD) has embarked on the develop-
ment of a program specifically directed 
at training the new and inexperienced 
shooters in the defensive use of pistols, 
shotguns and carbines.

FDIC ends “Operation Choke Point” 
against gun shops
(GSL) - The National Shooting Sports 
Foundation released news that not 
only did the Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation acknowledge wrongdoing 
with regards to discouraging banks from 
doing business with gun shops, but 
that the FDIC was going to cease the 
arbitrary and unconstitutional actions 
against law-abiding merchants.

Operation Choke Point was supposed 
to be use to combat money laundering 
by unlawful businesses, the Obama 
regime used the program to target busi-
nesses they deemed undesirable, such 
as gun shops.

ATF seeks to ban M855 ammo
(NRA-ILA) - ... The Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives 
unexpectedly announced ...that it 
intends to ban commonplace M855 ball 
ammunition as “armor piercing ammuni-
tion.” The decision continues Obama’s 
use of his executive authority to impose 
gun control restrictions and bypass 
Congress.
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Review of the Ruger 10/22 
50th Anniversary Design 
Contest	Rifle
By henschman
www.appleseedinfo.com/smf

Part 2 - Range Testing
My initial trip to the range to test the Design 
Contest Rifle revealed a major defect in 
my particular rifle – the sights did not have 
nearly enough windage adjustment to zero.  
Even with the rear sight adjusted all the way 
to the right, my group was still nearly a foot 
left of my point of aim.  Realizing there was 
something seriously wrong with the rifle, I 
did some online research and discovered 
that several other people who own Design 
Contest Rifles have had the same problem.  
I learned that the problem is usually due to 
the barrel being installed out of square with 
the receiver.  I tested my rifle by removing 
the barreled action from the stock, remov-
ing the bolt and charging handle, and lay-
ing the right side of the receiver flat against 
a desk, noting how far the muzzle was from 
the desk surface.  I then turned the receiver 
over and laid it on the left side and noted 
the distance from muzzle to desktop.  Sure 
enough, the muzzle nearly touched the 
desk surface when lying on the left side, but 
was well above it on the right side, showing 
that the barrel was quite a bit out of plumb.  

Ruger’s Customer Service
I called Ruger about the problem, and one 
of their Customer Service reps promptly 
e-mailed me a shipping label so I could 
return the rifle.  I told her about the review I 
was conducting of the rifle, and asked if the 
repair or replacement could be expedited, 
as we were hoping to include this review 
in the November/December edition of the 
Appleseed newsletter.  She told me that 
the best way to expedite things would be 
to include a note in the box with the rifle 
explaining my situation.  I did as instructed 
and mailed the rifle back to Ruger.  A Ruger 
rep called me two days later and left a mes-
sage, offering to immediately send me a re-
placement rifle.  They called again the next 
day.  Unfortunately these calls came when I 
was out of town on a hunting trip – I missed 
them and did not check the messages that 
were left.  It wasn’t until about five weeks 
later that Ruger reached me by e-mail, and 
I was able to provide them with the address 
of a local gun shop for the replacement 
rifle to be sent to.  Five days later, I had my 
replacement rifle in hand – after paying the 
dealer a transfer fee and getting the govern-
ment’s permission to exercise my privilege 
to bear arms, of course.  

I am very impressed with Ruger’s customer 
service and return process.  Part of the 
reason I missed their calls and messages 
was that I didn’t think there was any way 
Ruger was actually responding to me that 
soon, just two days after I shipped the rifle 
back.  The defective rifle was disappointing, 
but Ruger certainly remedied the situa-
tion as quickly as possible.  I have owned 
several Ruger firearms and this is the first 
problem I’ve had with one – it is good to 
know that they stand behind their products 
and promptly address problems when they 
do arise.  

Range Testing, Part Deux
Upon arriving at the range with my replace-
ment Design Contest Rifle, I applied some 
MPro7 oil to the bolt, installed some 1 1/4” 

swivels and a GI web sling, and got down 
to business.  Things went much better 
this time around.  It took just two sight 
adjustments to get the Design Contest rifle 
zeroed at 25m.  One of the first things I 
noticed about the rifle when I looked down 
the sights at a target was that the rear 
sight aperture is larger than a Tech Sights 
aperture.  This can be both a blessing and a 
curse – a larger aperture lets in more light, 
and is therefore easier to use in low light or 
on targets that blend with the background, 
like you can expect to encounter in the field, 
and makes for quicker acquisition of sight 

picture; but it also makes for less precise 
sighting when it comes to target work.  I’d 
say that the Design Contest Rifle’s aperture 
is more suited to hunting and field use than 
it is for target shooting.  This is fine by me, 
as Appleseed is all about effectiveness un-
der field conditions.  Besides, I was testing 
the rifle late in the afternoon on an overcast 
winter day, so the greater light transmission 
of the larger aperture was welcome.  I like 
the front sight quite a bit.  It is not terribly 
wide – I would estimate around 6 MOA – 
and has a lined texture that makes it easy 
to focus on.  I “warmed up” as I fired my 
zeroing groups, getting used to the sights 
and tightening my groups slightly with each 
subsequent group.  I had no trouble what-
soever with adjusting the sights.  However, 
one issue I noticed with the sights was that 
to zero at 25m, I had to adjust the rear sight 
low enough that the scope mount “cut off” 
the view through the bottom 1/4 or so of the 
aperture, making it more of a challenge to 
center the tip of the front sight in the rear 
sight.  I believe that making slight changes 
to my sight alignment as I struggled with 
this is why my last zeroing group showed 
some vertical stringing.  The first two 
groups were fired with point of aim on the 
center square; the third was aimed at the 
upper right square.  

After zeroing, I shot a 25m Quick and Dirty 
Army Qualification Test, and scored Expert 
with a score of 225.  Clearly, as with most 
rifles, this one is capable of shooting to 
Rifleman’s standards if the shooter is.  

As far as the operation of the rifle goes, it is 
the same as any other 10/22.  I was using 
two brand new factory 10 round magazines 
in a brand new rifle, and had to shake the 
rifle a bit to get the mags to drop free dur-
ing my reloads.  In my experience, a bit of 
sanding on the mags should fix this issue, 
if they don’t just wear in by themselves 
after a bit of use.  The trigger was typical 
for a factory 10/22, which is to say quite 
heavy but serviceable, with a very posi-
tive reset.  Though I didn’t put that many 
rounds through it, this rifle exhibited perfect 
reliability.  I used CCI Blazer bulk ammo for 
the test.  

After the AQT, I decided to have some fun 
– I loaded a mag with Remington subsonic 
rounds, installed a YHM .22 suppressor on 

Joe DeBergalis is also:  
- A Longtime Member of 

Guns Save Life
- An Avid Reader of GunNews

- Vice President, New 
York State Rifle and Pistol 

Association 

What Joe has to say about 
GunNews:  

“I read each edition every 
month to keep abreast of ev-

erything that is going on in the 
great state of Illinois with re-

gards to our God-given rights.”  

If you are a NRA Life of consecutive five year or more Annual Member, the ballots will 
appear in the February NRA magazine of choice.  That magazine will appear in your 
mailbox in mid-January, 2015.  If you choose to receive your magazine electronically, 
look for the ballot to be mailed to you via USPS around the same time.

NRA Voting Members:  Please Re-Elect Joe D. 
in the upcoming NRA Board Election.  

paid advertisement

the rifle, and went to work on some 4” steel 
plates.  The suppressor worked very well 
– the most noticeable sound was the bolt 
working and the brass hitting the concrete.  
The rifle was perfectly reliable with this 
setup as well, and fed the subsonic rounds 
with no trouble.  I can definitely confirm that 
this rifle makes a great suppressor host.   

Conclusion
The Ruger 10/22 50th Anniversary Design 
Contest Rifle is a unique rifle that brings 
a lot of features to the table compared to 
most other factory .22 LR rifles.  The sights 
are a major improvement over all other 
factory 10/22s from the past 50 years.  
Though they could still use a little refine-
ment, I hope Ruger will continue to offer this 
sight type on 10/22 variants in the future.  

The Design Contest Rifle makes a great 
Liberty Training Rifle once swivels, a sling, 
and an extra magazine are added.  Barrel 
alignment is a demonstrated problem with 
this rifle.  However, this does not entirely 
keep me from recommending it, due to the 
fact that you can count on Ruger’s excel-
lent customer service to make things right 
if you are unlucky enough to get one of the 
defective ones.  The rifle is a unique piece 
of both Ruger and Appleseed history.  I plan 
on immediately putting mine to work making 
Riflemen on the Appleseed trail.  It will also 
make a nice keepsake to pass on to future 
generations, and will serve as a reminder of 
what I’m sure will someday be remembered 
as the “early days” of Project Appleseed.
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The 
Illinois 
Hard Dogs
By Peter Lawless

(Traditions Magazine) - Sports fans and 
athletes alike take great pride in their 
team’s identity: its name, its mascot and the 
community it represents. The junior high 
power rifle team of the Illinois State Rifle 

Association (ISRA) brings this same pride 
to the shooting range as the Illinois Hard 
Dogs, represented by the image of a grin-
ning bulldog peering through the sights of 
an AR-15. 

The Hard Dogs regularly compete against 
some of the best civilian and military shoot-
ers in the country, attending high power 
rifle competitions in Illinois and Wisconsin 
as well as the National Matches at Camp 
Perry, Ohio. “I can say that every major 
match will have members of the US Army 

Reserve Team and/or National Guard All 
Guard Team,” says Russ Friend, chairman 
of the ISRA Junior Highpower Program. 
“When the juniors see the President’s 
Hundred patches on the adults’ coats, they 
know they are competing with the best.” 

Being a Hard Dog offers a unique experi-
ence and exciting opportunities, but partici-
pation demands a serious commitment of 
time and effort. Among other requirements, 
members are issued and responsible for 
the care of $2,300 of equipment, including a 
match-grade AR-15 rifle. 

To maintain membership status, each junior 
must shoot in at least one match or event 
per month from April through September, 
keep a thorough rifle data book, and uphold 
high academic, behavioral, and firearms 
safety standards set by the coaches. 
Communication helps both coaches and 
competitors uphold their obligations. Shoot-
ers must report scores to the coaches, and 
the coaches publish the Hard Dog Herald, a 
quarterly newsletter featuring team updates 
and schedules, rifle maintenance instruc-
tions and detailed articles with marksman-
ship advice. 

In 2013 the Hard Dogs had 23 firing mem-
bers — an incredible number for a civilian-
run high power rifle team — and they 
constantly recruit new marksmen as others 
age out at 20-years-old. And with such a 
commitment to learning and experience, it 
is no surprise that several Hard Dogs are 
shooting at Master (94+/100 point average) 
or High Master (97+/100 point average) 
levels: Alex Vitous, Matt Durdan, Eli Slo-
necker and Andrew Friend, to name a few. 

Recognizing the achievement and further 
ambitions of its high power program mem-
bers, the Hard Dogs have recently started a 
Palma rifle program for juniors who want to 
shoot even further out than 600 yards. 

Like the equipment used and maintained by 
the team members, replenishing the team’s 
supply of bullets, powder and primers for 
reloading would not be possible without 
the support of numerous grants, including 
funds from The NRA Foundation. “Ammo is 
costly, even when reloading our own brass,” 
Friend explains. Each year team committee 
member Mike James manually reloads over 
22,000 rounds of match-grade .223 am-
munition for the team in two different loads: 
77-grain bullets for the 200 and 300 yard 
courses of fire and longer, heavier 80-grain 
bullets for greater accuracy at 600 yards. 

“Last year we also used our grant funds to 
recondition eight upper receivers with new 
barrels and ¼-minute sights as needed,” 
Friend continues. “We also bought new 
shooting coats and added a huge Hard Dog 
patch, which can be seen half way across 
any range. We bought spotting scopes and 
mats and replaced broken gear as well.” 

Few shooting sports teams have as strong 
a sense of identity and a commitment to 
excellence as the Hard Dogs. Even in 
Illinois, where state law can complicate 
firearm ownership, these juniors and their 
coaches continue to pursue their passion 
for firearms safety, education and superior 
marksmanship. 

LOAD AND BE READY! The Hard Dogs anticipate their targets appearing 500 yards away 
during the National Infantry Trophy Team match, better known as the Rattle Battle
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Liberty Guns  
“We have expanded!”

307 East Second Street * Homer, IL
217 896-8024

e-mail:  drothermel at gunssavelife.com
Tues. through Fri. 2p-5p, Sat. 10-5p. 
If no answer, call: Dean:  217-377-3326

Area’s largest Pro-Shot dealer since 1987.

Full-line gun shop
* Reloading supplies & equipment.
* New, used, consignments wel-
come.
* We’ve got ammo.  
* Now offering Internet sales of 
your consignments.
* Did we mention guns?  We’ve 
got ‘em and special orders are 
welcome.

In Homer on Route 49, turn east at 
the Marathon station and go 1 1/2 
blocks.  We’re on the south side of 

the road.  
Next door to the American Legion.  

Ammo is coming back!
400+ guns in stock!

Lots of Rugers, Glocks and 
Springfield Armory pistols in stock.

Double-tap Derringers arrived!
Come see our growing retail space!

New shipment has arrived 
from Berry’s Bullets!
Come see us soon!

by A. GunsSaveLife Member
This is the first of an occasional series.  
We’ll track the project, from design to 
completion.  We hope you enjoy it.  

Several years ago, when my wife and I first 
decided to take responsibility for our own 
protection, I ran out and bought a cheap 
gun safe – just so we could store our fire-
arms responsibly.  The safe wasn’t even fire 
rated.  It was small and flimsy.  What can I 
say – I didn’t know any better.

As our gun collection grew, our small, flimsy 
gun safe became very crowded.  With our 
most recent purchase (a beautiful old Sako 
Forester chambered in .308 Winchester), it 
became clear that we couldn’t fit anything 
else into our safe.  It was time for a new 
safe.

After researching gun safes, we realized 
that a large, good quality gun safe would 
be very expensive. Just to get an idea – I 
priced out the largest safe made by Fort 
Knox: a 72” x 61” Legend with every bit of 
extra metal available (including armor plate 
and a layer of stainless).  That monster 
weighed in at 5500 pounds and cost about 
$18k – not including shipping.  A Graffunder 
safe would cost even more!  And when you 
get right down to it – these safes were not 
all that large.  What would we do when we 
filled up the new safe?   

There is an alternative: build a safe room.  
You can build a safe room as large as you 
want – much larger than a gun safe.  A well-
built safe room can be used as an emer-
gency shelter.  Think about it - a room that 
can withstand an F5 tornado might come in 
handy in central Illinois.  You can design a 
safe room to have whatever fire rating you 
want.  You can connect your safe room to 
the house HVAC – no more dehumidifier 
hassles.  In short, the possibilities for a safe 
room are endless.

If you are building a new house or a new 
addition – then is it easy to incorporate a 
safe room into the basement design.  If, 
like me, you are adding a safe room to an 
existing structure – well that is a little more 
complex. Here are a few things I learned 
while designing our safe room.

A safe room needs a proper foundation 
with footings.  A 14x14 foot safe room with 

8” thick concrete walls, floor and ceiling 
weighs about 65,000 pounds.  The typical 
4” slab floor found in most basements and 
garages is not strong enough to support 
that much weight – the floor will crack.  If 
you want to build a safe room in an existing 
garage or basement – you will probably 
need to remove the floor, pour footings and 
pour a new floor.

A safe room needs adequate climate 
control.  Heat in the winter. Cooling in the 
summer. Humidity control.  We went back 
and forth between a ductless HVAC unit 
verses tying the safe room into the HVAC 
system.  We ended up tying into the HVAC 
system.  However, in a different situation, 
the ductless system could easily be the 
better choice.

What sort of technology and utilities should 
you put in a safe room?  Power outlets 
and lights for sure. Water? What about a 
security system?  The rebar in reinforced 
concrete may interfere with radio transmis-
sion into and out of your safe room.  So, 
you may have problems with common hand 
held electronics (cell phones, radio, TV, 
Wi-Fi and G3/G4 Internet).  Should you run 
Ethernet and set up Wi-Fi inside your safe 
room?  Plan ahead.  If you want tech or 
utilities in your safe room, then you need 

to run the conduit before the concrete is 
poured.

A vapor barrier is important if you plan on 
storing firearms or framing and hanging 
drywall to finish the interior of your safe 
room.  An architect told me about his prod-
uct of choice for waterproofing concrete: 
Drylok Extreme (drylok.com).  Spray foam 
insulation is another great way to establish 
a vapor barrier.

The floor of your safe room needs to be 
above the water table.  That can be a real 
challenge in Illinois.  Many Illinois homes 
have footing drains and sump pumps to 
keep the basement dry.  If the sump pump 
fails, or if the electricity goes out for an 
extended time, then the basement floods. 
Do you want to take a chance on your safe 
room flooding?  In places with a high water 
table, or if you are adding a safe room to 
an existing house, if may be best to build 
your safe room above ground.  I know this 
is obvious, but I’ll say it anyway: don’t build 
your safe room in a flood plain.

Safe room doors can open out (out-swing) 
or open into the room (in-swing).  There are 
good reasons for each.  Out-swing doors 
maximize usable space inside the safe 
room.  However, debris can block an out-
swing door.  If you plan on using your safe 
room to ride out a tornado or to retreat from 
evil people, then an in-swing door may be 
the better choice.

There are a number of good resources for 
safe room design.  FEMA has a web page 
including plans for rooms designed to with-
stand a tornado or hurricane (www.fema.
gov/safe-rooms).  High wind safe rooms is 
a web site about multi-function safe rooms 
(highwindsaferooms.org).  There are also 
lots of resources covering ICF (insulated 
concrete form) construction.  If you are 
trying to decide between ICF or traditional 
concrete form construction – my advice is 
to go with whatever your contractor knows 
and does best.

How thick should the walls be?  I’ve heard 
of guys building safe rooms with anywhere 
from 6-inch to 2-foot thick walls.  It all 
depends on how much you want to pay.  A 
couple of manufacturer reps suggested to 
me that 8-inch walls are a good compro-
mise.

The weakest link in a safe room is the door.  
Before choosing or specifying a door, you 
need to get educated.  Youtube has some 
reasonable video discussions that will at 

least get you a basic knowledge of the is-
sues.  Once I grasped the basics, I gained 
a much better understanding by calling 
different safe companies and talking with 
the manufacturer reps.  The most important 
lesson I took away from these discussions 
is that more metal makes for a better, more 
secure door.  

Many safe manufacturers have gone to a 
“compound” door.  These doors look mas-
sive, but actually are made out of a thin 
metal shell.  These doors are flimsy and 
easily breached.  Choose a door with a 
thick, solid outer steel plate. Also, consider 
choosing a door that includes special met-
als.  Stainless steel resists cutting torches.  
Armor plate is hard to drill through.

There are many excellent safe manufactur-
ers who supply safe room doors.  I ended 
up ordering a custom door Fort Knox (www.
ftknox.com) with all the extra metal I could 
add.  Door fabrication takes about 8-9 
weeks.  Our door will weight in at about 
2200 pounds.  Once completed, it will be 
delivered right to the safe room construction 
site.

Hiding or disguising your safe room is a hot 
topic.  A lot of people fantasize about hiding 
their safe room behind a hinged book case, 
fake fireplace or some sort of trap door.  Be-
fore you get too elaborate – remember that 
your safe room needs to be easily acces-
sible.  If your safe room is hard to access, 
then you probably won’t use it.  What good 
is the safe room that you don’t use?  Simple 
concealment of your safe room is probably 
best.  If the bad guys get past your conceal-
ment, they still need to break in to the safe 
room.

Selecting a contractor to build your safe 
room is a complicated, personal decision.  I 
was fortunate to find an excellent contractor 
with experience building bank vaults.  We 
will be using traditional form construction.  
The contractor is going to install the door, 
hook up HVAC and build in several conduits 
for electricity, Ethernet, a security system 
and other tech.

Building a home safe room is a big deci-
sion.  It comes down to security, what you 
want to store and how much you want to 
spend.  If you decide that a safe room is in 
your future – take your time.  Get educated.  
Talk to contractors and safe manufacturer 
reps.  Draw up plans and get a good con-
tractor.  It’s a lot of work.  But consider the 
security you get in return.

Designing a home 

SAFE ROOM



Appleseed Marksmanship and 
Heritage Events

Bonfield, IL (ISRA Range) April 18 -19 
Marion, IL - April 18 -19
LeRoy, IL - May 16 – 17
For info about these Appleseed events you 
can go to: www.appleseedinfo.org; or email 
muttipie@htc.net; or call 618-458-7745.  

Danville	Rifle	and	Pistol	Club,	
Oakwood, IL.

Steel Plate Challenge Match – 3rd Saturday 
of each month, March through December 
(weather permitting).  Larry Pasquale, 217-
443-2050, l.pasquale@drpc-danville.com.  
Range website is www.drpc-danville.com/

Foosland Sportsmens Club
Mar. 8 - Splatter Board Shoot – Breakfast 
starts 6 am, Shooting starts 8 am.  
Mar. 13 - Friday night Trap shoot, 6 pm.
Mar. 27 - Friday night Trap shoot, 6 pm.   
www.fooslandsportsmensclub.com 
Waylena McCulley, waystar@
gmail.com, 217-840-0972.

Leroy	Rifle	and	Pistol	Club
Every Thursday Evening, 4pm to 9pm – 50 
bird Trap Derby. Dick Miller, 309-962-8102 
rcmillerir2001@vahoo.com 

St. Joseph Sportsman’s Club
Every Wed (5-10p) & Sat. (noon-4) – Trap 
and skeet shooting, open to the public. 
stjosephsportsmanclub@gmail.com; or Call 
(217) 469-2768.  

Westville Sportsmans Club  
Every Wednesday: Trapshooting Practice 
open to the public 6-10pm.  Every Saturday:  
Trapshooting Games open to the public 
6-10pm.  Kitchen open both nights.  Rifle 
and Pistol Range open to members only 
during daylight hours.  $55.00 single/$75.00 
family yearly memberships available.  
nuthinbutdust@yahoo.com / 217-267-2612.

Darnall’s GunWorks and Ranges, Bloom-
ington, IL

Tuesday through Sunday, Trap shooting 
and indoor pistol range open to the public 9 
am until closing.  
Every Tuesday and Wednesday, NRA First 
Steps pistol, 6:30 pm.  
309-379-4331, or see www.darnalls.com.  

ISRA	Range,	Bonfield,	IL
Mar. 21 – AR 15 Maintenance Clinic, 9am 
to 3pm at the ISRA Range.  Non-shooting 
event.  
Mar. 28 - AK47, SKS, Mosin Nagant Rifle 
Operation & Maintenance Class.  9am to 
3pm at the ISRA Range.  Non-shooting 
event.  
www.isra.org, 815-635-3198.  

Highland	Rifle	and	Pistol	Club
Highland, IL

A variety of pistol shoots planned on their 
indoor range, as well as outdoor events.  
618-654-5971; www.highlandgunclub.com.  

High Caliber Training Center and Indoor 
Range, Urbana, IL

Open to the public Monday through Sunday.  
Indoor pistol, rifle, and shotgun range.  
 Glock Sport Shooting Foundation Indoor 
Match Series - Feb. 28, Mar. 28, and Apr. 
25 AND June 13, July 11, and Aug. 8.  Pre-

registration the night prior from 5-8 p.m.  
Registration 7-8 a.m.
Shooting starts at 8 a.m.
Call 217-344-4282 or visit www.highcalib-
ertrainingcenter.com. Also see their ad in 
this issue 

MEETINGS/EVENTS
Mar.	2	-	Sangamon	County	Rifle	
Assn. Meeting, at 6:30 p.m. at KC 
Banquet Hall, 2200 S. Meadowbrook 
Road, Springfield, IL.  Don Gwinn, 
217-502-2452; dongwinn@thefiring-
line.com.  
Mar. 3 – Pontiac GSL Meeting, VFW, 
Pontiac, IL. Conversation and Dinner, 
6pm; Meeting 7pm. John Gahm, 815-
848-1252, jgahm@mchsi.com.  
Mar. 5 -  Peoria GSL Meeting, Peoria 
Pizza Works, 3921 N. Prospect, Peoria 
Heights, IL. Dinner and conversa-
tion, 5:30 p.m.; Meeting 7 p.m. Steve 
Schnurbusch at steve_schnurbusch@
hotmail.com
Mar.	5	-	Effingham	GSL	South	Meet-
ing is CANCELLED for this month.  
Instead, attend the Friends of NRA 
Event that night at the KC Hall in Ef-
fingham. 
Mar. 10 – Champaign Guns Save 
Life Meeting, Fluid Events, 601 N. 
Country Fair Drive, Champaign, IL.  
‘Bear’ St. Pierre, estpierre@gunssave-
life.com; 217-480-2327.  
March 18:  SET ASIDE THE DATE 
NOW:  IGOLD, Illinois Gun Owners 
Lobby	Day,	11:30	am,	Springfield,	IL.		
Plan now not only to attend, but to 
bring friends.  

Gun Shows
Feb. 21 & 22 – Jacksonville Gun & Out-
doorsman Show, Diamond Expo Center, 
Jacksonville, IL.  Diamond Center LLC, 
217-248-1698; email info@diamondexpo-
center.com.  
Feb. 21 & 22 – New Berlin Gun Show, 
Sangamon Co. Fairgrounds, New Berlin, IL.  
Rick Thrasher, 217-416-0618; www.cigca.
net.  
Feb. 28 & Mar. 1 – Bloomington Gun Show, 
Interstate Center, Bloomington, IL.  Bob 
Leckrone, 618-495-2572; www.ecahuntin-
gandtradeshows.com.  
Mar. 1 – Pine Tree Pistol Gun Show, Forest 
Hills Lodge, Loves Park, IL.  815-980-1252; 
gunshow@pinetreepistolclub.com.  
Mar. 1 – Dupage County PVSA Gun Show, 
Dupage Co. Fairgrounds, Wheaton, IL.  
PVSA, (630) 365-2808, www.pvsashow.org 
Mar. 7 & 8 – Hoopeston Gun Show, McFer-
ren Park, Hoopeston, IL.  Wabash Valley 
Gun Collectors, 217-762-4060; janc-
don1954@yahoo.com.  
Mar. 7 & 8 – Collinsville Gun Show, Gate-
way Center, Collinsville, IL.  Bob Leckrone, 
618-495-2572; www.ecahuntingandtrade-
shows.com.  
Mar. 8 – Kane Co. Sportsman’s Show, Kane 
Co Fairgrounds, St. Charles, IL.  815-758-
2773;  kanesportshow.com.  
Mar. 14 & 15 – Prairieland Frintiersmen 
Historic Arms & Craft Show, Knights of 

Columbus Hall, Teutopolis, IL.  Steve Wood, 
217-728-7369.  
Mar. 14 & 15 – Belleville Gun Show, 
Belle-Clair Fairgrounds, Belleville, IL.  Bob 
Leckrone, 618-495-2572; www.ecahuntin-
gandtradeshows.com.  
Mar. 15 – McHenry County Gun Show, 
Holiday Inn Convention Center, Crystal 
Lake, IL.  Don  Cichoski,  (815) 385-1982; 
dandjguns1911@att.net.  
Mar. 21 & 22 – Champaign Gun Show, Fluid 
Events, Champaign, IL.   Bob Leckrone, 
618-495-2572; www.ecahuntingandtrade-
shows.com.  
Mar. 29 – Dupage County PVSA Gun Show, 
Dupage Co. Fairgrounds, Wheaton, IL.  
PVSA, (630) 365-2808, www.pvsashow.org 

Friends of NRA Events
Feb. 26 – Salt Kettle Friends of NRA, 5:30 
pm, Georgetown Fairgrounds, Georgetown, 
IL.  Linda Potter, 217-474-3485; lpcoon@
gmail.com.  
Mar. 5 – National Trail Friends of NRA, 5:30 
pm, KC Hall, Effingham, IL.  Lyle Kruger, 
217-343-6161; lekruger@frontiernet.net.  
Mar. 7 – Madison County Friends of NRA, 
5:30 pm, Collinsville VFW, Collinsville, 
IL.  Katherine Johnson, 618-791-5211; 
1911trainer@gmail.com.  
Mar. 7 – Northwestern Illinois Friends of 
NRA, 5 pm, Eagles Club, Freeport, IL.  Jake 
Backus, 815-232-6361; northwesternilf-
nra@gmail.com.  
Mar. 13 – Lake County Friends of NRA, 
5:30 pm, Midlane Resort, Wadsworth, IL.  
Tammy Teigland, 847-436-1793; 
lakecountyfnra@gmail.com.  
Mar. 14 – Shoal Creek Friends of NRA, 
5:30 pm, Copper Dock Winery, Pocahontas, 
IL.  Don Niehaus, 217-264-4665; ddnie-
haus@live.com.  
Mar. 19 – East Central Illinois Friends of 
NRA, 5:30 pm, Doubletree by Hilton Hotel, 
Bloomington, IL.  Christina Darnall; 309-
379-4410; eastcentralfnra@gmail.com.  
Mar. 19 – West Central IL Friends of NRA, 
5:30 pm, American Legion, Jacksonville, 
IL.  Trevor Lahey, 217-243-4433; trevor@
laheymachine.com.  
Mar. 21 – Two Rivers Friends of NRA, 5:30 
pm, Virgina at Scripps Park, Rushville, IL.  
John Goddard, 217-322-7621; jgoddard@
gmsipes.com.  
Mar. 21 – Kishwaukee Valley Friends of 
NRA, 5 pm, Faranda’s Banquet Center, 
DeKalb, IL  Dennis Leifheit, 815-501-9421; 
kishwaukeevalleyfnra@gmail.com.  
Mar. 22 – Three Rivers Friends of NRA, 
3:30 pm, Clarion Hotel & Convention Cen-
ter, Joliet, IL.  815-768-3878; threeriversf-
nra@gmail.com.  
Mar. 26 – Kaskaskia River Valley Friends 
of NRA, 5:30 pm, Fellowship Hall, 1st 
Church of Nazarene; Shelbyville, IL.  James 
McDonald, 217-825-3982; mcfarm1965@
yahoo.com.  
Mar. 28 – Illini Country Friends of NRA, 5:30 
pm, Labor Hall, Urbana, IL.  John Clayton, 
217-586-7947; longhonker@mchsi.com.  

Other Events of Interest
Mar. 7 – South Suburban Police Pistol 
League, 30 round Bullseye matches, 9 am 
to 5 pm, Midlothian, IL.  Norm Pestlin, 708-
532-4743 
Mar. 10 – Knox County Riflemen monthly 
meeting, 7pm, VFW Post 2257, Galesburg, 
IL.  Facebook.com/knoxriflemen.  
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Space is available for advertisements in GunNews 
Magazine.  The current circulation is now 19,500 copies, 
distributed mostly in Illinois.  SIGN UP NOW.  

Ad rates Once    5+ times       One year 
Full page  $250 $200 $150  ($1800 total)
Half page $150 $125 $100    ($1200 total)
Quarter   $100 $80 $65   ($780 total)
Eighth  $65 $50 $40   ($480 total)
Sixteenth $40 $35 $25    ($300 total)
Columns are 12” tall and 2.4” wide.  

Guaranteed four-color ad placement is twice the normal 
rate, as space permits.

Deadline
The first Friday of the month preceding publication.

Ad Submissions
Ideally, ad should be in electronic format or camera / scan-
ner ready.  If in electronic format, Adobe InDesign (3.0) is 
strongly preferred, although a high-quality Adobe .pdf will 
work.  They can be submitted via email to johnnaese at 
frontier.com or via CD or DVD to GunNews, PO Box 51, 
Savoy, Illinois 61874.  

If not in electronic format or camera ready, submit a basic 
description of what the ad should look like (business name, 
address, phone, product lines, prices, hours, message, 
etc) and we will put an ad together for you.

 

Advertising Information

Coming events  -- to add your event, email johnnaese at frontier.com
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Sharp Defense
Jim Sharp

N.R.A. & Illinois Concealed Carry Classes
Paxton, IL

Serving Ford, Iroquois, Livingston, McLean, Piatt, 
Champaign, Vermilion Counties and beyond

Call 217 379-3652 
email:  training@sharpcs.com

Tickets are also available for purchase at Liberty Guns and Ammo, Dave’s Firearms, 
and High Caliber Training Center and Range.  You do not need not be present to win.

(NRA/ILA) - On Wednesday, 
the Library of Congress made 
the Rosa Parks Collection 
available to researchers. 
The compilation includes 
2,500 photos and 7,500 
manuscripts pertaining to 
the civil rights icon. Among 
these documents is a short 
autobiographical piece 
highlighting some of Parks’ 
early experiences with armed 
self-defense.

 A February 3 Washington 
Post article details the “bio-
graphical sketch.” According 
to the Post, Parks explains 
how her grandfather used a 
shotgun to protect the family 
home in Pine Level, Ala., 
from potential attack by the 
Ku Klux Klan. One excerpt 
states that her grandfather 
“would stay up to wait for [the 
Klansmen] to come to our 
house… He kept his shot-
gun within hand reach at all 
times.” Another portion notes 
that Parks’ grandfather “de-
clared that the first to invade 
our home would surely die.”

Stories like Parks’, where 
firearms were used to protect 
against racially motivated 
violence before and dur-
ing the Civil Rights Era, are 
common. At a time when law 
enforcement officials were 
sometimes indifferent to 
acts of violence perpetrated 
against African-Americans (or 
in some cases even complicit 
in them), those seeking any 
protection at all had few other 
options.

 History could certainly have 
been altered in dramatic 
fashion had the Parks home 
been left undefended against 
the depredations of the Klan. 
Thankfully, Parks’ family had 
access to an effective means 
of self-defense, even as they 
strove to obtain other basic 
human rights. 

 Examples abound of the 
beneficial role arms have 
played in the struggle for 
civil rights in the U.S. Local 
NAACP leader Rob Williams, 
author of Negroes with Guns, 
notably chartered a National 
Rifle Association affiliated 
club in order to train and 
arm members of his Monroe, 
N.C., community to combat 
the Klan. 

Chapters of the heavily 
armed Deacons for Defense 
and Justice formed through-
out the Deep South to protect 
their communities from racial 
violence. 

According to UCLA Profes-
sor Adam Winkler, Martin 
Luther King Jr. unsuccess-
fully applied for concealed 
carry permit in Alabama after 
his home was bombed, and 
lived surrounded by what was 
described as “an arsenal.” 

In his book, Restricting Hand-
guns: The Liberal Skeptics 
Speak Out, Don B. Kates 
Jr. recalls his time spent as 
a civil rights worker in the 
early 1960s South, stating, 
“The black lawyer for whom 
I principally worked did not 
carry a gun all the time, but 
he attributed the relative 
quiescence of the Klan to the 
fact that the black community 
was so heavily armed.”

The story of armed self-
defense revealed in the 
Rosa Parks Collection is 
a welcome and important 
addition to the already well-
established history of the use 
of arms to deter and defend 
against racially-motivated 
violence.

Civil Rights Icon Rosa Parks and her 
exposure to armed self-defense 
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Renew or sign up for a new 
one-year membership in 
Guns Save Life (form on back 
cover), and you can sign up a 
second individual for an an-
nual membership for only $10 
more.  

They will enjoy full member-
ship privileges in Guns Save 

Life, including delivery of 
GunNews to their mailbox 
each month.  Limited time of-
fer.  Enroll now!  No limit on 
this deal.  For example:  sign 
up for a three-year member-
ship or renewal, you can sign 
up three new members for 
$10 each.

A SCREAMING GOOD DEAL:

Sign up a friend for only $10 more...

 

Join Guns Save Life
Name

Address

City                                                                     State             ZIP

Telephone (for urgent alerts only)                      E-mail

Dues:

Donations:

Is this a gift membership?  If so, from whom:

_______   $30 - Annual membership
_______   $10 - Sign up a friend bonus
            (with a regular annual membership)
_______   $90 - Three-year membership
_______ $1000 - Life Membership 
_______  $500 - Life Membership Age 65+

_______   Legal Defense Fund donation
_______   Range Acquisition Fund donation
_______   Burma-style Sign Fund donation

_______    Total Enclosed

We encourage anyone who supports civil rights, particularly the civil right of 
self-defense to join with us in our battle to retain and restore our civil rights.  

Clip this application and mail it along with your check to 
GunsSaveLife.com, PO Box 51, Savoy, IL 61874.   Thanks!

Do you like GunNews?

Would you like it delivered to your 
house each month?

Join the family today.  It’s just $30 
each year and that allows us to 
continue our good work, including 
publication of GunNews each month.

Membership has its privileges.

*  Discounts at some gun shops

*  Guns save Life is a CMP-eligible 
club.  Visit thecmp.org to see how you 
can order an M1 Garand rifle for $495 
to $695.

*  GunNews mailed to your house 
each month.  No more hoping some-
one dropped them off at your favorite 
sporting goods shop or restaurant.

*  Discounts on products and ser-
vices from the club and its mem-
bers.  Members get it cheaper.

*  Pride of ownership in our famous 
highway signs.  Yes, you may call 
them “your own” when telling friends 
about them.

Join the family today.  Welcome 
home!

JOIN THE GUNS SAVE LIFE 
FAMILY TODAY.

SIGN UP HERE.

Join Guns Save Life today.
Get •	 GunNews delivered to your mailbox each month!
Stay up to date on the latest news and information about gun •	
rights in Illinois and beyond.
Learn how to better protect yourself and your family•	
Network with like-minded, pro-gun folks.•	
Support freedom and liberty.  •	
Defend your right to defend yourself.•	

Great losses: locally and nationally
Richard Schwahn
It is with heavy hearts and a great sense of loss that we must report the passing of Rich-
ard Schwahn, a well-known firearm-rights activist, GSL member and former director of the 
Illinois State Rifle Association.  He died February 5, 2005. 

“Schwahnny” as he was known to many, was a wonderful and gregarious man, with a 
heart of gold and a spine of steel.  He was a loyal activist and friend, while a fierce adver-
sary for anyone standing in the way of freedom.  He was a very dear friend of Guns Save 
Life and its leadership, both personally and professionally, volunteering regularly and often 
for our cause.  We miss him already and wish the best for his family.

Nationally, Neil Knox also passed away.

Richard Schwahn, third from right, joined others from Champaign County Rifle Association 
at the 2001 Gun Rights Policy Conference.  From left, Richard Klein, John Boch, Erica 
Brown, Angel Shamaya, Todd Newsom, Richard Schwahn, Tom Menner and Tom Gordon.

Back through the years...

From the March 2005 issue of GunNews Magazine.

GROSS’ 
BURGERS
25 Henderson Street
Danville, IL 61832
(217) 442-8848


