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Guns Save Life Meetings
Champaign:  • Second Tuesday of month:  Tues., June 9th  
Fluid Events, 601 N. Country Fair Drive, Champaign, IL 61821
Pontiac:  • First Tuesday of month:  Tuesday, June 2 
Pontiac VFW Post 886, 531 W. Lincoln Ave., Pontiac, Illinois 61764
Peoria:  • First Thurs. of the month:  Thursday, June 4  
Childers Banquet and Catering Center, 3113 Dries Lane,                   
Peoria, IL  61604
Charleston:  • Second Wed. of the month: Wednesday,  
June 10, at the VFW, 1821 20th St., Charleston, IL. 

Dinner, conversation, exhibits at 5:00 p.m.  Meetings at 7 p.m.

Come on out and join us. The public is encouraged to attend!  

Good food and good friends. It’s a lot of fun too!
Meetings are free and open to public.  Dinner is optional.

Four-time world champion shooter Tiffany Piper from New Zealand, center, was a surprise 
guest at the Guns Save Life meeting in Pontiac.  She’s with Guns Save Life’s sponsored 
shooter Chris Betley and his daughter Hope Betley.

GSL CHICAGO
Join us on Saturday, May 30th for grass-
roots gun rights activism at its best.  Guns 
Save Life is bringing its upbeat, fun and 

exciting monthly meeting to Chicagoland!

Interested in making Chicago a more gun-
friendly community?  You need to come out 

and see what we’re about.  

Oak Lawn VFW
 Johnson – Phelps

 Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 5220
 9514 S 52nd Ave

 Oak Lawn, IL 60453

Dinner and conversation start at 4pm.  
Meeting business begins at 5:30.

ISIS in IL?
Yes, it could happen here.  
It already has.  Are you ready?

(Guns Save Life) - Terrorists aren’t coming 
to the homeland.  They’re already here.  

If you think terrorism is something we’re 
fighting “over there” so we won’t have to 
fight them “over here”, think again.  

Numerous plots by home-grown terror-
ists have been thwarted by authorities, 
including two cousins from Aurora, IL,  who 
planned an attack on an Illinois National 
Guard post.  

But what happens when the authorities 
miss one?  In some cases, the results have 
been horrific; the Boston Marathon bomb-
ing and the Fort Hood mass shooting are 
two examples.  

And then there is the recent incident in Gar-
land, Texas, where two homegrown Muslim 
terrorists, one of whom was on the FBI’s 
radar for years, attempted to carry out a 
slaughter at a “Draw Muhammad” contest.  
They didn’t get far, due to the presence of 
an armed off-duty cop working security for 
the event.   The rifle-toting and body armor 
wearing jihadis managed to shoot one 
(unarmed) security guard, before the armed 
good guy took them both out with his pistol.  

Had a good guy with a gun not been there 
and taken immediate action, the body count 
would no doubt have rivaled the Fort Hood 
or Charlie Hebdo attacks.  

The ISIS types, despite their embrace of 
martyrdom, do learn from their mistakes.  
Perhaps their next attack will be in a state 
without the long tradition of armed citizens 
and quick response.  Perhaps in Illinois.  
They’ve already tried once (that we know 
of).  The authorities have to be right every 
time; the terrorists only have to evade the 
attention of the authorities once to do mas-
sive damage.  

What lesson should you take from this?  
YOU are a first responder; if terrorists 
strike where you are, will you wait to be 
slaughtered, or could you take action?  Get 
a permit.  Get training.  Carry your gun 
everywhere you legally can.  Be aware of 
your surroundings,  at all times.  

One good person with a gun can make the 
difference, as evidenced by the results of 
the abortive terrorist attack in Garland.  But 
to make that difference, you have to be 
armed, trained, and of the proper mindset 
to tell the barbarians NO, and mean it.  

GSL South has moved 
from Effingham to 

Charleston.  

Beginning June 10, 2015, and 
the Second Wednesday of the 

month threreafter, the  GSL 
South meeting will be held at 

the 
VFW, 1821 20th St., 

Charleston, IL. 
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Burma-style highway sign count:  
24 sets, 10 counties, two states.  
500,000+ sightings per day, 182+ million per year

GUNS SAVE LIFE.com

Guns Save Life
Champaign-Urbana
Champaign Meeting Notes May 12, 2015
Meeting notes by John Naese and John 
Boch

It was a packed house as about two 
hundred showed up for Guns Save Life’s 
Ladies Night meeting.  After our normal 
openers of the Pledge of Allegiance and 
introduction of first time visitors, we got 
right down to business.  

President’s Report
President Eric St. Pierre noted that our 
long-awaited foray into Chicago would 
happen in less than three weeks.  The Oak 
Lawn VFW will host our event on Saturday, 
May 30th.  We picked a Saturday for our 
first meeting to facilitate the ease of people 
coming from across the city without the 
weekday rush-hour traffic to deal with.  This 
organizational meeting will then lead to 
other meetings in the Chicagoland area as 
we already have leaders identified for other 
regions on the city.  

Executive Director’s Report
Of course, we covered legislative news.  
John Boch summarized what is needed.  
In short, contact your state Senator, 
especially if they are a Democrat and 
encourage them to ask Senate President 
John Cullerton to allow pro-gun and pro-
hunting bills to be heard in committee 
before the end of the month and allow a 
free and fair vote on the senate floor…  Call 
Cullerton’s office as well and ask him to do 
the same.

We discussed current events too, including 
how a good guy with a gun can stop a 
terrorist attack in its tracks – as evidenced 
by the ISIS attack near Dallas where two 
body armor clad “trained soldiers” / bad 
guys with rifles were taken down by a 
single beat cop with his Glock.  “Be aware 
of your surroundings and carry your gun!”  
Boch told the audience.  

We also discussed how millions of 
Americans had their misplaced confidence 
that the police will be there for them in an 
emergency further eroded by the images 
coming out of Baltimore.  “These people 
are going to buy guns and ammo to protect 
themselves and their family as they are 
coming to realize the police might not be 
there for them,” Boch said.  “That means 
hopefully more educated voters when it 
comes to guns!  And that’s good news!”

Why I Joined GSL
Dean Rothermel spoke about his 
cancer fundraiser, and thanked all who 
have shown support.  The drawing has 
expanded to four guns, and in honor of 
Dean’s birthday of 05-05-55, the number of 
tickets that will be sold was set at 555.  The 
last ticket in the series, numbered 05-05-
55, was donated by Dean tonight as a door 
prize.  (Information on that drawing can be 
found on page 13).  

He then spoke about what had drawn him 
to Guns Save Life in the first place, and 
why he thinks you should join, too.  

Dean said he was acquianted with 
Dr. Richard Klein and Attorney Paul 
Vallandigham, as well as John Naese.  
He heard Charlie Dukes was going to be 
the guest speaker at one meeting, and 
he had always wanted to hear him, so he 
decided to come.  Charlie was a US Army 
veteran who had been captured first by 
the Germans, and then by the Russians 
(our ostensible “allies”) near the close of 
World War II.  Dean liked the people he 
found attending.  They were educated, 
well mannered, and pleasant to be around.  
He decided to come back for a second 
meeting.  

At that meeting, a local Judge candidate 
was speaking of his service in Vietnam as 
a translator interviewing captured enemies.  
Dean recalled John Boch asking the 
candidate if he’d ever done any of those 
interviews in a helicopter.  The candidate 
then spoke candidly and with great effect 
about such incidents.  Dean said he 
remembered thinking of John Boch “this 
kid’s got spunk!”.  Dean was liking what he 
was seeing and hearing at these meetings.  

About this same time, a good friend of 
Dean’s, the promoter of the Indy 1500 Gun 
Show, challenged Dean to find an active, 
local group dedicated to gun rights and 
freedoms, and join it.  That’s the only way 
we’re going to save this country, and save 
our gun rights for future generations, Dean 
was told.  Dean decided to make Guns 
Save Life that group, and he found a home 
here.  

Dean then recalled more of the memorable 
speakers we have heard over the years:  
a survivor of the sinking of the USS 
Indianapolis, a Battan Death March 
survivor, a ball turret gunner on a B-24 
that was shot down over France, and who 
evaded capture by the Germans, and many 
other wonderful speakers.  

Dean challenged everyone who’s not 
already a member to become one, and 
to be active.  He praised GSL for keeping 
operational costs to a minimum, and putting 
every dollar contributed to its maximum 
use.  

Dean received a big round of applause the 
thanks of many members for his years of 
service to the organization.  

Tolono Masonic Lodge
Ray Cummings of the Tolono Masonic 
Lodge spoke of their gun giveaway 
fundraiser.  “No, we’re not mean old men 
trying to take over the world.  We can 
barely put enough people together to do a 
fish fry!” he said.  Ray had tickets available 

Guns Save Life President Eric St. Pierre, 
left, stands with Bob Taft, winner of the TK 
Custom Store’s custom modified Ruger 
LCR, and GSL VP Adrienne Logue.  Thanks 
to TK Custom Shop of Thomasboro for 
donating this month’s gun to GSL for our 
fundraiser.

Thanks TK Custom Store!
Congrats to Bob

Grassroots at its finest!

Roughly two hundred guests turned out to hear our three main speakers at the May 2015 
Ladies Night Guns Save Life meeting.  Rachel Thomas addresses the audience here, 
discussing her new “The Well Armed Woman” group near Springfield.

Bear St. Pierre with our main speakers:  Rachel Thomas from The Well Armed Woman, 
Annette Chapman from Pistol Prep Academy and Marilyn Smolenski from Nickel and 
Lace.

for their drawing, which includes a 9mm 
S&W M&P compact pistol, as well as a 
shotgun.  Proceeds will be used to put a 
new roof on the Lodge, so that they can 
keep doing things for the community.  One 
of the community projects they do every 
year is fund a scholarship for a Unity High 
School graduate who is going into the 
medical or educational fields.  They also put 
on a yearly Friends of Santa breakfast to 
benefit some of the less fortunate children 
in the community.  The drawing for the guns 
will be at 10:30 am on June 27 in Tolono, at 
the end of their community breakfast which 
runs 7:30 to 10:30 am that day, and just 
prior to the kickoff of the annual Tolono Fun 
Days Parade.  

HOOAH Golf Outing Coming Up
Wendy Boch reminded everyone of a golf 
outing to help wounded warriors through 
the HOOAH Deer Hunt for Heroes program.  
September 28 is the outing; mark your 
calendars now, and if you can volunteer to 
help in some way, contact Wendy.  

Door Prizes and Drawings
We ended the night (albeit running a little 
late, but when you’ve got great speakers 
sometimes it happens) with something 
special for all of the kids in attendance (the 
water guns were popular), a special set 
of door prizes for the ladies and lastly, the 
drawing for a very nice Ruger LCR revolver 
modified to take moonclips for faster 
reloads, provided by the TK Custom Store 
in Thomasboro, IL.  

We hope to see you all at a Guns Save Life 
Meeting soon.  Chicago, Peoria, Pontiac, 
Champaign, Charleston.  With more coming 
soon.  Come be a part of it!
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Next Month

Main Speaker - Dan Metz on Hunting in Africa

Tech Time - To Be Announced

The Drawing Gun -- a Glock 19, one of the most popular 
concealed carry firearms out there

Rachel Thomas

Annette Chapman

Marilyn Smolenski

Annette Chapman
Instructor, Pistol Prep Academy, 
Atlanta, IL.  
Annette Chapman is a firearms instructor, 
having gotten the bug to learn guns while 
her husband was away for weekends with 
the National Guard a number of years 
ago.  She has since become certified and 
today runs a training company (Pistol Prep 
Academy) and has about a dozen (male) 
firearms instructors working with her.  

She said her emphasis is on training ladies 
to defend themselves, because “there’s 
a lot of dirtbags out there.  I don’t like 
dirtbags.  I was a victim of a dirtbag”.  She 
told the story of a stalker, who was finally 
discouraged from further pursuit when she 
reminded him, when he woke her up with a 
phone call at two a.m., that she slept with 
a .44 and would make confettii of his face 
should he show up.  (This, she said, was 
the “clean” version of what she actually told 

Marilyn Smolenski
CEO of Nickel and Lace 
“It’s not your daddy’s holster” is the 
slogan for her business.  It’s an online 
company that sells ladies shapewear 
with holsters built in.  She talked 
about the challenges of becoming an 
entrepreneur, and at the same time 
the overwhelming support she has 
received from folks far and wide.  The 
only major exception to that being the 
Chicago media.  In one instance, a 
Chicago reporter intimated that she 
was making holsters so the young girls 
on Chicago’s south side could pack their 
blasters in their panties.  That hit piece, 
however, resulted in yet more support 
rolling in.  

Marilyn said she grew up in a large 
family in Texas and Louisiana, and guns 
and hunting were just part of that life.  
She shot on the FFA skeet shooting 
team in high school.  She also said she 
was a victim of stalking, and guns and 
the ability to be armed became very 
important to her.  Now, in addition to 
her business, she is involved in helping 
women.  She lets them know that there 
are women’s only courses available if 
they want them.  She also encourages 
young women to be entrepenuers. 
She was raised to believe that you 
do whatever you want, and you can 
overcome adversity, and she wants to 
pass that on to young women.    

When she developed her own line 
of women’s shapewear with holsters 
(it’s been described as “Spanxx with 
holsters”) she did so because women 
are shaped differently and have different 
needs when it comes to carrying a 
gun.  She urged women in attendance, 

if they have an idea for a product or 
an improvement to a product, to reach 
out to manufacturers.  You can sign an 
NDA (nondisclosure agreement) so that 
the company doesn’t steal your ideas 
without compensation.  But the biggest 
improvements come from regular people 
who use the products every day, and 
suggest improvements.  

She said her company started to have 
some success when she was contacted 
by the Women’s Tactical Association, 
a group of women police officers and 
others who promoted women’s-only 
training sessions.  They partnered for a 
fashion show, and in the spirit of go big 
or stay home, their first show had 350 
attendees and 25 vendors.  
She became acquainted with Guns 
Save Life after she said she was lucky 
enough to have the booth next door 
to the GSL crew at the Chicagoland 
Outdoor Sports and Gun Show.  She 
thanked GSL for having her come down 
from Chicago.  She just finished with 
a three day USCCA Concealed Carry 
Expo in Wisconsin.  

You can look up her clothing line at 
www.nickelandlace.com.  

Rachel Thomas
SangChris Chapter
The Well Armed Woman

Rachel (fresh off her appearance at the 
May Peoria GSL meeting) spoke about 
her new group and the education and 
opportunities it offers for women.  She had 
contacted GSL in the weeks before her first 
organizational meeting for her new chapter 
and asked for some publicity to get the 
word out about the meeting.  We put it up 
on our website and in GunNews and helped 
her make that first meeting the biggest 
organizational meeting in The Well-Armed 
Woman’s history.  Rachel expected maybe 
twenty ladies.  She got sixty-three! 

Rachel said she has always been around 
guns and shot guns.  She particularly likes 
prairie dog hunting.  “It’s like Whack-a-
Mole for adults”, she exclaimed.  It was her 
idea for her and her husband to start TnT 
Arms in Edinburgh, IL.  She asked him one 
day if he wanted to be an FFL, and when 
he agreed, she presented him with the 
papers, already filled out - sign here, here, 
and here.  And oh, by the way, we have 
an appointment at the county clerk’s office 
tomorrow.  

As their business grew, she began to see 
a pattern.  Women would call her to get 
advice.  They weren’t comfortable shopping 

Main Speakers
LADIES NIGHT AT GSL 
About 200 people turned out for Guns 
Save Life’s Ladies Night meeting in 
Champaign with well over a third of those in 
attendance women, and a couple of score 
of newcomers.  It was grassroots activism 
at its finest.

Our guest speaker lineup was incredible.  

him.)  

She urged both women and men to get that 
carry license and to carry every day, citing 
the fact you never know when you’re going 
to find yourself singled out for victimization.  
She says she has been accused of being 
paranoid, and she reponds that she carries 
because she loves her family so fiercely.  

She said she loves her job as a firearms 
instructor.  “Gun people are just awesome!”.  
She recently taught a 67 year young lady 
how to safely and competently handle a 
1911 pistol.  

If you’re going to rely on a gun for self-
defense, you should handle it at least once 
a month, and be as familiar with it as you 
are with your car.  She told a story about 
once taking her employer’s new car to run 
an errand.  She had never driven one like it 
before; wouldn’t you know it, she got pulled 
over, and she couldn’t figure out how to 
lower the window for the officer.  The same 
principle applies; be familiar with your gun.  
 
When it comes to training, she said you 
often get what you pay for.  It’s definitely 
“buyer beware”.  Get references from a 
potential instructor, and actually check 
those references.  

Besides marksmanship, you need 
to practice the mindset necessary to 
successfully defend yourself.  Have a 
personal protection plan.  If you’re going to 
carry, you’ve got to train.  

Finally, she added that you need to get 
involved in the political process.  If you 
don’t know, right now, who your state 
representative and senator are, you need 
to find out.  And you need to bug them with 
calls, emails, etc.  “It’s not just for that other 
guy over there - it’s for you”.  

at the big box stores or in some traditional 
gun shops.  Most of them didn’t want a 
purple or a pink pistol; they just wanted 
something good.  

So after hearing about The Well Armed 
Woman, she partnered with the female 
owner of Sidden’s Indoor Range in 
Rochester, IL to start a local chapter.  In 
additon to that chapter, she has assisted in 
the formation of two other chapters.  

Chapters generally meet once per month; 
they have a guest speaker, talk safety and 
tactics, and do some target shooting.  “At 
each meeting, I bring about every pistol we 
own” she said, so the ladies can try various 
things.  

You can find out more about the national 
organization and its local chapters at www.
thewellarmedwoman.com.  

GIVE US YOUR SUGGESTIONS 
WE WANT YOU and others to come to our monthly meetings in Champaign, Peo-
ria, Pontiac, Charleston, Chicago, or where ever we expand to in the future.  To do 
that, we need to put on fun and interesting gun-related programs each month.  

If YOU have a suggestion for a main speaker or a Tech Time speaker, please give 
it to us!  If you have a particular expertise or have a gun or shooting related story 
you’d like to tell, suggest yourself.  If you know someone who might put on an 
interesting display or talk, please share that info with us.  

Troy Hinds is our program coordinator; get him the information and he will contact 
the people that you suggest and try to line them up for one of our meetings.  

You can email Troy Hinds with your suggestions at 
troyhinds@gunssavelife.com 

or call him at 217-493-7033 
Or if you prefer, mail your suggestions to:  

GunsSaveLife.com, PO Box 51, Savoy, IL 61874.  
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Guns Save Life Board of Directors Meeting Notes 
Summary of the March 24, 2015 GSL 
Board Meeting

Attendees:  Adrienne Logue, Vice-
President; John Boch, Executive 
Director; Tammy Williams, Executive 
Secretary; David Pike, Immediate Past 
President; Troy Hinds, Speaker Coor-
dinator; Roger Dorsett, Director; Mindy 
Gardner, Director; George Irick, Direc-
tor; Peter Wheeler, Director; Rachel 
Puckett, Committee Chair; Lois Morton, 
Corporate Secretary

Meeting was called to order by Vice 
President Adrienne Logue at 6:04 p.m.  
David Pike made a motion to approve 
the February meeting minutes; sec-
onded by George Irick; motion passed.

Executive Secretary Report:  Tammy 
reported that membership continues to 
increase.  Tammy and Jim have visited 
several gun shows recently.  At the 
recent Belleville show, she reported 
a very good reception, handing out 
500-600 fliers and signing up many 
new members.  She spoke about hav-
ing a GSL meeting in Quincy, and that 
Mike Schuttler would coordinate these 
meetings.  She will also send Mike the 
GSL guidelines.  The 2015 GSL IGOLD 
table was swamped!  Many copies of 
Gun News were distributed.  Tammy 
and Jim will attend a gun show in Bel-
leville in May, as well as one in August 
in Bloomington.

Executive Director Report:  John 
Boch reported that he attended a 
breakfast meeting in Streator, wherein 
discussion was held regarding a celeb-
rity speaker at the inaugural Streator 
meeting around June of 2015.  Bear 
spoke with Chicago GSL people with 
regard to a possible May meeting that 
would then evolve into separate north 
and south Chicago meetings for June 
and July, and maybe a West Chicago 
meeting later in the summer.  Frank 
Wright voiced concerns that a Chi-

cago GSL meeting could evolve into 
something non-GSL.  John raised the 
possibility of using video conferencing 
for GSL board meetings to allow distant 
GSL sites to attend meetings without 
driving long distances.  

John and Bear want to use an outside 
IT firm to build a website for selling 
merchandise and accepting payments.  
This would allow advertiser payments, 
memberships and merchandise sales 
using a debit card system.  They want 
this by the end of the month for the 
website and gun shows.  

Treasurer Report:  No report.  

Vice President Report:  Bibbs will 
continue as caterer the Champaign 
GSL meetings.  Adrienne’s feedback 
is that Champaign GSL attendees are 
very satisfied with the quality of the 
food.  

Past President Report:  No report.  

AFTER MEETING SUMMARIES
Peoria:  George reports that the March 
meeting was well attended, and they 
had a great speaker.  They are chang-
ing the venue to Childer’s Banquet 
Facility on DeVries Avenue.  They have 
posted this in the most recent issue 
of Gun News and will post signs at 
Childer’s Restaurant.  

Champaign:  No report.  

Pontiac:  No report.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Gun News:  John Boch suggests 
that the next issue of Gun News be 
expanded to 32 pages with a 6-page 
Live Free USA section.  Live Free USA 
has 800 members in the Chicago area 
and this section may help to increase 
attendance.  

Sign Committee:  Rachel reports 
that a presentation was given to the 
Congerville Gun Club and they will be 
voting at their April 14th membership 
meeting to accept the terms GSL pro-
posed for a joint sign project.  Conger-
ville Gun Club will provide contacts for 
their club members who own the land 
along I-74 in the Carlock-Morton area. 
Congerville Gun Club believed they 
had members with both eastbound and 
westbound properties.  Rachel also 
discussed several sign sets in need of 
repair.  Rachel and Pete Wheeler also 
discussed plans for a trailer dedicated 
to GSL road signs.  Also, Rachel is will-
ing to store the trailer on her property.  

Speaker Coordinator:  Troy reports 
that speaker scheduling is coming to-
gether for the April and May meetings.  
For the May 12 Champaign meeting, 
he plans all female speakers, including 
female trainers, and a female entre-
preneur who manufactures women’s 
concealed carry apparel.  

OLD BUSINESS
David Pike made a motion to pur-
chase a $250 scholarship for “Friends 
of NRA” dinner; motion seconded by 
George Irick; motion passed.  Tammy 
wrote out a check for the scholarship.  

NEW BUSINESS
David Pike made a motion to approve a 
$500 gift to “Pheasants Forever Young 
Guns” youth organization; motion sec-
onded by Adrienne; motion passed.  

Meeting adjourned at 7:40 p.m.

Dan Metz with fond recollections of his trips 
to Africa to hunt big game.

Main Speaker
Dan Metz 
Hunting Africa
Dan Metz shared with us his experiences 
while preparing for, traveling to,  hunting 
in, and bringing trophies home from South 
Africa. He had put together an excellent 
Power Point presentation containing critical 
details including how to get ready, what to 
take, what to hunt and how to get trophies 
back home, in addition to some examples 
of the various costs involved.  He showed 
photos of some of his several trophies.  Dan 
brought a couple of his guns that he has 
used, including a 
.500 416 Nitro Double Rifle, which he said 
would be used for large game such as 
Elephants or Cape Buffalo. Each round will 
cost about $9.00.  An accompanying Pro-
fessional Hunter usually carries a .577 bolt 
action rifle for back up.

Such a hunting trip is not inexpensive, and 
Dan always selected just one species to 
hunt on each trip, although he did say that 
it was possible to make several kills if a 
person was willing to pay for the several 
necessary permits, trophy, processing, ship-
ping and taxidermy fees.

The exhaustive 19 hour flight from Atlanta 
or NY City to Johannesburg costs $2,500. 
Trophy fees vary by gender and size.  Last 
year the trophy fee for a male Lion was 
$17,000.  The total cost for a trip would be 
determined by where you go, how long you 
stay, what you hunt for, how much game 
you get.  A 21 day hunt might cost $3,500 a 
day plus the trophy fees.

He explained that there were three basic 
classifications of game available: Plains 
Game, Dangerous, and Exotics.  A very sig-
nificant difference is that if you miss or even 
wound Plains Game and/or Exotics, they 
will run from you, while Dangerous game 
really get upset when shot at and/or injured 
and will attack you.

When asked if he still collected Lugers, he 
said at one time he probably had 150, but 
he has sold them because at 74, he feels 
that he is on the final glide path to the cem-
etery and couldn’t take them with him.

Guns Save Life 
Effingham
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Guns Save Life 

SPECIAL NOTICE  
Beginning June 10, 2015, and the Second Wednesday of 
the month threreafter, the  GSL South meeting will be held 

at the 
VFW, 1821 20th St., Charleston, IL.  Format will be the 

same - Dinner and conversation beginning at 5:30 pm, with 
the meeting at 7:00 pm.  We hope to see a big turnout!  

Effingham
Meeting notes by Bill Harrison  

The May GSL South meeting was held at 
the Effingham Sportsman’s Club on Thurs-
day, May 7.  Thirty four attendees were 
present for another fine meal catered by 
Niemerg’s as well as some very interesting 
presentations.

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 
PM by GSL Executive Director, John Boch, 
who led the audience in the Pledge of Al-
legiance. There were 5 first time attendees 
who were welcomed as they introduced 
themselves.  All veterans were asked to 
stand and were thanked and given a round 
of applause for their service.

Executive Director’s Report
John Boch announced that two GSL 
satellite meetings were being finalized in 
Chicago with meetings to begin this month.    

John reminded us that there are several 
pro-gun bills which we should see passed 
in the near future, and also anti-gun bills 
which should not pass.  An existing prob-
lem in getting pro gun legislation passed is 
that Cullerton & Madigan frequently do not 
let proposed bills out of committee so they 
could be voted on.  Everyone is encour-
aged to contact your representatives and 
inquire why bills are not leaving commit-
tees.

He then noted that the recent attempted 
terrorist attack in Garland, TX was nipped 
in the bud by an off duty security officer 
with a Glock.  This reinforces our position 
that bad guys with guns can be stopped by 
a good guy with a gun!

Following the Baltimore death of a criminal 
in custody, six officers have been charged 
with numerous counts.  John noted that 
the Mayor who had been elected by 84% 
of voters refused to authorize law enforce-
ment officers to prevent the mob action 
who were destroying the property of those 
voters. This issue will be active for some 
time.

John’s recommendation is to carry your 
gun and continually be aware of your sur-
roundings.  I believe everyone present felt 
that the recent statement by the St. Louis 
Chief of Police was more than a tad off 
base when he announced that everyone 
should leave their guns at home because 
there are cameras everywhere.  I can’t see 
how a camera can/will prevent crimes from 
being committed. Do you remember the 
old western movies where the “bad guys” 
always covered their faces with a mask 
or bandana to prevent victims or bystand-
ers from recognizing them.  Now we have 
hoodies & turtle neck shirts!

John announced that the Pontiac news-
paper, which ran the biased and inaccu-
rate evaluation of the recent Pontiac GSL 
meeting, might issue a more pro gun article 
in the near future. We understand that the 
Managing Editor of the paper did reprimand 
the reporter for his article, but that he was 
still employed there.  

Rothermel Fundraiser
GSL Treasurer, Larry Shurbet, announced 

the fund raiser for GSL Director, Dean Ro-
thermel of Homer, who will be undergoing 
exhaustive treatment for Cancer.  Several 
very desirable firearms have been provided 
for gun draws, with limits on the number of 
the tickets to be sold.

GSL South is MOVING! 
An announcement was made that the next 
and future meetings of GSL South would 
be in Charleston beginning on Wednesday, 
June 10.  The meeting will observe the 
same format that we are all used to with 
dinner at 5:30 and meeting at 7:00. It will 
easy to find since it will be held in town at 
the Charleston VFW at 1821 20th Street.  

Mother of the Year
Lyle Kruger, host 
from the Effingham 
Sportsman’s club 
asked for recogni-
tion of Mary Higgs 
from Altamont who 
had recently been 
honored by being 
named the “2015 Illi-
nois Country Mother 
of the  year”.

Tech Time
David Pike 
Illumination Tools
GSL Past President David Pike showed us 
several “illumination tools” he owns.  One 
was a Trust Fire 3000 Lumen light, which 
he said would illuminate most everything a 
block away. It had 3 settings: Full, Dim and 
Strobe.  Another was a Razer 300 Lumen 
light.  One light even has a Taser!

John Boch also showed his favorite carry 
lights, a variable 150 to 1000 Lumen Sure-
fire light costing around $60 and an Eagle 
Tac 400-500 Lumen costing about $60. He 
also told about a Deal Extreme 300 Lumen 
light with a rechargeable battery for about 
$11.  New batteries are being developed to 
replace those which can actually overheat 
or explode when light is left on for lengthy 
periods of time. He warned that if the light 
got hot or began smoking, get away from it 
as the vapors are toxic.  

Several items were given away for door 
prizes.  

Gun Giveaway
Wes Drockton from Tower Hill held the 
matching ticket for the drawing for a new 
Ruger LCP .380 furnished by Liberty Guns 
and Ammo in Homer.  He indicated that he 
was strongly thinking about selecting the 
pink model to give to his wife.

Mary Higgs.

Wes Drockton, left, with Scribe Bill Harrison
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Sangamon Co. Rifle Association
www.sangamoncorifleassociation.org

Don Gwinn, Chairman  
don.m.gwinn@gmail.com

(217) 502-2452

Regular monthly meetings take place the first 
Monday of each month at 6:30 p.m.

KC Banquet Hall
2200 S. Meadowbrook Rd

Springfield, Illinois  

The next meeting of the 
Sangamon County Rifle Association will be on 

Monday, June 1
Come out and join us!  It’s fun.

The public is encouraged to attend.  

DAVE’S FIREARMS
Firearms - Ammunition - Reloading - Accessories

IT’S TIME to stop in and see the Largest Selection of 
Firearms and Accessories in East Central Illinois, in our 
NEWLY EXPANDED SHOWROOM.

Located between 
St. Joseph and Urbana, 

IL., on Route 150 
in Mayview

IN THE 

BIG RED 
BUILDING

1868 CR 1600 N.
Urbana, IL   61802

217-469-8000

100% WIN: 
Media Attends Range Day; 
suppressor myths 
dispelled

by John Boch

Shooting sports are safe and fun.

That’s precisely what a gaggle of 
media representatives found out in 
the past few days at a police range 
near Springfield.  At least seven news 
outlets were present as the NRA-ILA’s 
man in Springfield, Todd Vandermyde, 
gave a no-nonsense demonstration of 
how suppressors really work.

The “cans” (as suppressors are 
sometimes nicknamed) were donated 
by SilencerCo, who along with other 
members of the American Suppres-
sor Association are doing great work 
educating the media and politicians 
on the facts about suppressors.  They 
are working alongside the National 
Rifle Association, Guns Save Life and 
the Illinois State Rifle Association 
to pass a measure to allow civilian 
ownership of these devices that 
are legal to use in almost 40 states.  
Most of the opposition to legalizing 
suppressors for civilian use in Illinois 
revolves around Hollywood fiction 
and irrational fears.

There has been some misinformation 
flowing from opponents of the law’s 
change.  This misinformation comes 
primarily from the Illinois Coalition 
Against Handgun Violence (ICHV) and 
other also-ran Illinois anti-gun groups 
struggling for relevancy.

Once again, these paid gun control 
shills are as wrong in their fears and 
misinformation about suppressors as 
they have been wrong about every-
thing else in the past.  There’s no 
blood running in the streets now that 
we have right-to-carry.  There’s not 
even an increase in violence limited to 
places where card-carrying good guys 
in Illinois can carry their guns – the 
violence has instead migrated upward 
in “no guns” locations where bad guys 
know they won’t face a good guy with 
a gun.

Todd 
Vander-
myde 
explained 
to the as-
sembled 
media 
the use 

of silencers for guns and why they 
want them to be legalized in IL, as in 
39 other states

After answering questions and provid-
ing the demonstration, Vandermyde 
invited the media reps to try their hand 
at shooting.  Several had never shot 
a gun before and it was a memorable 
day at work for them.  They had big 
grins as they fired those guns, both 
suppressed and conventionally.  They 
LOVED it.  Even the camera opera-
tors got a chance to do some shoot-
ing.  One of the reporters even put up 
a video of her shooting on her own 
personal Facebook page – that’s how 
excited they were.

Even the local cop got a chance to 
do some shooting as the media were 
packing up to head out.  He LOVED 
getting some trigger time on a sup-
pressed AR.

Compare and contrast that home run 
event with the misinformation and 
weak reasons against legalization 
provided by the ICHV and their ilk.

Here are a couple of the stories from 
the event:

Gun silencers demonstrated for 
media
SPRINGFIELD (Decatur Herald and 
Review) – Hoping to trigger support 
for a law legalizing gun silencers, an 
Illinois firearms lobbyist said Monday 
there is a difference between the way 
Hollywood portrays suppressors and 
how they actually work and sound.

Todd Vandermyde, a key architect of 
the state’s concealed carry law, took 
members of the Central Illinois media 
to the Athens Police Department’s 
gun range Monday and had them lis-
ten to the difference in the ways guns 
sound with and without a suppressor. 
Reporters then tested the guns.

“So what this is all about is we’ve 
had some legislation pending in the 
statehouse to legalize suppressors in 
Illinois,” Vandermyde said. “Suppres-
sors are the industry term for what a 
lot of people call silencers. They’re 
called suppressors because they 
don’t really silence the sound of the 
gun, they suppress it.”

Thirty-nine states allow some form 
of legal possession of suppressors. 
Vandermyde said suppressors help 
limit the noise from neighbors who 
are shooting on their own land or 
hunting and helps give peace to 
neighbors of gun ranges. They are 
also helpful to those who are shoot-

ing the firearms, especially if ear 
protection is not being worn.

And another:

(WICS) – More than a year after the 
gun lobby successfully pushed for 
concealed carry here in Illinois, it’s 

now focused on a new issue – legal-
izing gun suppressors.

Gun suppressors are legal in 39 
other states. Advocates say it will 
help with noise complaints and help 
with hearing problems that can come 
with shooting. And those working to 
change the law say the tools come 
with a lot of misconceptions.

Gun suppressors are most com-
monly seen in movies and gun rights 
advocates say that’s not an accurate 
representation.

Nice going, Todd.

It’ll be hard for ICHV to continue 
to dupe these mainstream media 
reporters in the future, not only on the 
suppressor issue, but whatever else 
comes down the road.

Storage Containers
And Trailers

For Rent or Sale
Delivered to your site

20’ or 40’ Long - 8’ Wide
MEL PRICE & CO.

1938 Bowman Ave.
Danville, IL 61832

217-442-9092
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Woodford County 4-H 
Shooting Sports 
Shotgun Program 

With a king sized helping of “Yes Sir, No Sir” 
plus  “Please and Thank You” they started 
yelling “PULL”  and then that sweet sound 
of a shotguns’ roar. 

The Woodford County 4H Shooting Sports 
Shotgun Training class has approximately 
25 young men and women enrolled. The 
10 week program is hosted by the Secor 
Sportsman’s Club at their lovely trap range 
in eastern Woodford County. 

 It started with a long 2 weeks of the boring 
classroom material, organizational pa-
perwork, parental permission forms, 4H reg-
istration and the necessary training in gun 
safety, gun handling, cleaning and range 
procedures.      However,  tonight the fun 
really began. 

The instructors started with a short introduc-
tion and thank you to Guns Save Life  Inc. 
for their financial aid and volunteer support 
for this Woodford County program.  

Finally, we got down to the fun part of the 
afternoon, breaking some clay birds. 

On a perfect afternoon with crystal clear 
skies and a light southerly  wind,  we finally 
started shooting.   

GSL helped out the program financially, and 
they displayed our banner.  We’re proud to 
help with such programs.  

Pictured are 
the TriStar 
Raptor 
Shotguns  
that GSL 
helped the 
County 
Extension 
program 
acquire to 
support their 
shotgun 
program.   

Here an instructor assists one of our 
youngest participants. 

A new shooter calls for the next bird launch.    

This program introduces kids of all ages 
to the enjoyment of the shooting sports. It 
certainly made me want to break out my old 
shotgun and head down to the range for a 
few birds!

Complete Auto Repair
Family Owned & Operated

Tires, brakes, starters, 
alternators, computer 
diagnostics, exhaust, 

transmission, scheduled 
maintenance, oil changes & 

more

Urbana
217 384-5593

212 N. Vine Street
(in schnuck’s plaza)

St. Joseph
217 469-6224

221 E. Warren
(Main & Warren)

10% Discount to GSL Members
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Peoria!

333 DERBY STREET
PEKIN, IL

309-353-7522BUY-SELL-
TRADE 

GUNS, NEW 
AND USED

LARGE 
VARIETY OF 
RELOADING 

COMPONENTS

Over 800 Guns in Inventory!

DAVE’S 
TRADING POST

GSL Peoria Thursday May 7, 2015

Peoria area regulars, several new faces, 
and several members of the GSL executive 
board were in attendance for the May 2015 
meeting.  Eric St. Pierre, Tammy Williams, 
and Troy Hinds all spoke about happenings 
within GSL.

Main Speaker 
Rachel Thomas 
The Well Armed Woman

Rachel Thomas once told her husband “I 
want to get a FFL.”  Her husband Lance 
gave no objection and the couple went on 
to start T&T Arms in Edinburg Illinois.  As 
the business evolved, Rachel began to look 
into more ways to help women shooters.

She eventually discovered the national 
group called The Well Armed Woman and 
started the SangChris chapter which is 
based out of the female owned Siddens 
Indoor Gun Range.  The group has a great 
website with tons of resources to help lady 
shooters.  The monthly meetings are a 
place to find new friends and develop valu-
able skills.

The group has three goals—educate, 
equip, and empower.  Chapters meet once 
a month for two hours.  Several instructors 
donate their time and equipment to provide 
a great experience to shooters of all skill 
levels.

Michelle McCullough spoke about the 
new Peoria area chapter of The Well Armed 
Woman that she is leading.  The group will 
meet at the Chillicothe Sportsmen’s Club 
on the fourth Friday of the month starting in 
July 2015.

Check out:  thewellarmedwoman.com

Tech Time 
White Oak Dry-Fire Device

Steve Schnurbusch gave a demonstration 
of the new dry-fire device sold by long time 
GSL supporters White Oak Armament in 
Carlock, IL.  

Dry-fire practice is a great training tool—
“you can’t beat the price,” as Steve said.  
The problem in practicing with the AR plat-
form is that the position and crucial cheek 
weld must be broken to cock the rifle’s 
hammer.  White Oak’s product solves this 
as it allows the hammer to be cocked by the 
device instead of by the bolt carrier group.

The device, which is the same size as a 
standard magazine, replaces the bolt car-
rier group which adds safety as the rifle will 
not be able to fire.  The shooter can simply 
press the button on the device with their 
trigger hand to cock the hammer for another 
practice trigger squeeze.  Not having to 
use the charging handle simulates the 
procedures used in actual slow-fire events.  
Check out the video on the White Oak web-
site:  whiteoakarmament.com

Alan Bliss won the Century Underfolder AK.

GSL Peoria  June Lineup:  
Meeting:  Thursday June 4, 2015 

Speaker:  NRA Training Counselor Norm Parsley - Shooting Fundamentals
Tech Time:  TBD

Drawing:  Glock 43 9MM
Menu:  Pulled pork, meatloaf, mashed potatoes and gravy, rolls, mixed 

vegetables, salad, and drinks.  $10, $5 for kids.  Served from 5:30pm to 6:45pm

Above, Michelle 
McCullough and 
Rachel Thomas 
discuss their 
respective chapters 
of The Well Armed 
Woman.

Steve Schnurbusch demonstrates the dry 
fire device made by White Oak Armament 
of Carlock, IL.  Dry fire practice is important 
to developing marksmanship skills.  And, as 
Steve quipped, “You can’t beat the price!”  

With a blissful smile, happy drawing winner 
Alan Bliss poses with GSL President Bear 
St. Pierre and his new Yugoslavian AK 
underfolder.  

A nice crowd showed up for the May Peoria GSL meeting.  There’s roomj for more, so plan on joining us 
next month at Childer’s Banquet Center.  
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May 29, 30, and 31st

Chicago:  Home to Illinois’ 
strictest gun control laws

CHICAGO ISN’T SAFE

CHICAGO
Saturday
May 30

4pm

Dewitt County Sportsman’s Club
Clinton, IL

Now seeking new members.  ACT NOW!
Come join a growing club, with dual, independent ranges, a nice club-
house and permissive rules which allow shooters to practice shoot-
ing from holsters, double-taps and so forth.  Centrally located on 
Route 10, six miles east of Clinton, IL (15423 State Highway 10).  Great 
people and a warm atmosphere.  Facilities include a 100 yard rifle 
range range, handgun range, clubhouse, and more.  An archery range 
is also available.  Dues are $50/year plus two work days.

You can download an application at our website: dewittcountysc.
com  or by mailing a request to Dewitt Co. Sportsman’s Club; PO Box 
322; Clinton, IL 61727 

Looking for a place to shoot?

ALL YOU CAN EAT BREAKFAST - $5 - 8:30 AM
First & third Sunday each month.  Open to public!

Win a Glock 17!
DCSC is raising money for 
a new roof by conducting a 
drawing for a Glock 17 with 
two magazines.  Tickets are 
$5 each and can be pur-
chased at the club breakfasts 
or by mailing a check to the 
above address.  Enclose a 
SASE to have your ticket 
stubs mailed back.  Drawing:  
Sun., May 17th.

Location:  
Oak Lawn VFW

 Johnson – Phelps
 Veterans of Foreign 

Wars Post 5220
 9514 S 52nd Ave

 Oak Lawn, IL 60453

Dinner and 
conversation begin 

around 4pm.
Meeting business at 

5:30pm.

Our first Chicago area 
meeting is taking place on 
a Saturday afternoon, to 

avoid traffic problems and 
allow as many to attend as 
possible. Come on out and 

be a part of it.  

NO GUNS ZONE: Woman 
sexually assaulted on Chicago 
Transit train. Read what 
happens next…

May 14, 2015 - We wish this story had a 
happy ending, but alas, it doesn’t.

A 27-year-old woman was riding a CTA 
train by herself – well, until 34-year-old 
Ronald Sparks (pictured above) showed 
up on the scene and began fondling her 

legs.  She told him to leave her alone, but 
he persisted.

Base photo by NBC5

Of course, mass transit in Illinois is a safe 
working environment for criminals thanks 
to the Illinois General Assembly members.  
Good guys with carry licenses can’t carry 
their guns on public transit facilities.

He told her he was going to rape her and 
then pulled her to the ground and pulled off 
her shorts and panties.  Give the girl her 
props though, she fought hard.

The train stopped at the next stop and then 
the appalling happened.

The woman cried for help to a male 
passenger who had boarded the train.

What did he do?

He turned around and left the train.

Welcome to Chicago.

The good news is Chicago cops were able 
to use the surveillance footage to put the 
image of the attacker out to CTA employees 
and cops, and ultimately that led to the 
capture of Sparks.  Thanks in part to Sparks 
wearing the same clothes the day he was 
caught.

Guns Save Life:  We defend  
your right to defend yourself
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Live Free USA’s

CAMP
INDEPENDENCE
Learning life skills, preparedness and independent living
by John Boch
(Winamac, IN) - Live Free USA, the na-
tion’s oldest survival and preparedness 
group, held its annual Camp Independence 
event at Tippecanoe River State Park near 
Winamac, IN on Saturday, May 16th.  It was 
a big success, as scores of families turned 
out to learn more about personal prepared-
ness and independent living in 50-minute 
segments.

Live Free’s instructor Richard Rock was the 
opening speaker discussing food preserva-
tion and storage.  He encouraged folks to 
store some food for unforeseen emergen-
cies ranging from storms to labor strikes to 
other problems.  

Mr. Rock mused that it wasn’t raining when 
Noah started building the Ark.  “In a crisis, 
supermarkets will sell out of food in hours,” 
he noted.  “Food control is people control.”

George Lloyd, a full-time firefighter and Tae 
Kwon Do instructor from Nashville, Ten-
nessee was on hand to teach a segment 
on unarmed self-defense.  He stressed the 
critical importance of physical fitness and 
its role in successfully fighting off an attack.  
He also touted situational awareness of 
one’s surroundings and the avoidance of 
trouble.  When that fails, use your shoes to 
run like Forrest Gump.  

For the times when running isn’t an option, 
he showed some simple techniques for 
escaping a grab (work against the thumb of 
the attacker) and chokes.

Live Free’s Dave Pappas led a discussion 
and demonstration of “Bug Out Bags”, 
covering the basics and then showing one 
of his own.  John Boch joined in with a 
minimalist pack for a compare and contrast 
show and tell, with the audience taking 
away lots of good information about options 
they can choose from in making their own.

Following lunch and the fundraising drawing 
for three tables full of prizes, Instructor and 
retired professor Patsy Clark took every-
one out on an Edible and Medicinal Plant 
Walk, pointing out plants in the wild that 
have been used for food and medicine for 
centuries.  She also explained how to make 
powerful tinctures out of herbs to treat all 
sorts of ailments.

Live Free survival instructor John Boch 
discussed the basics of armed self-de-
fense.  Firearms, he noted, are not a magic 
talisman but merely one layer of a multi-
layer strategy towards personal safety and 
security.   Nothing good comes of using 
a firearm in self-defense aside from living 
another day.  If you can avoid using the 
firearm with other strategies (like situational 
awareness, de-escalation or leaving the 
scene of an unfolding problematic situa-
tion), then you will avoid risking financial 
ruin, all sorts of personal problems and 
negative publicity from shooting a violent 
criminal attacker.

During his lecture, Mr. Boch mentioned that 
the George Zimmerman / Trayvon Martin 
case will be used as a case study for just 
how badly a justifiable use of deadly force 
incident can ruin an innocent person.

Mr. Boch covered gun and ammo selection, 
and gear selection and some strategies for 
home safety.

There was a medical course, discussing 
treatment in emergency scenarios by the 
Live Free Survival Medical Group.  

Two final mini-segments were held before 

the end of the day.  The first, with George 
Lloyd on Improvised Health and Safety, 
explored online resources and educational 
materials to help both health and public 
safety professionals and laypersons alike.  

Lisa Kujawa did a bang-up job on fire-
starting using commonly available materi-
als found in any Midwest woods.  She had 
about a dozen “teams” pair off and race to 
build fires using a host of dead plant materi-
als once they learned the basics.

Look for next year’s event to take place in 
early May at the same park in north central 

Indiana.  Cabins (with electricity service, 
which will sleep up to six) can be reserved 
from the Indiana Department of Natural 
Resources, or you can tent or RV camp in 
the family campground at the park.  Modern 
restroom facilities are available at the site, 
and dirt cheap and tasty lunch is available 
courtesy of an Amish family.

It’s a family-friendly good time for all in-
volved.  You’ll learn new things, meet new 
friendly people and have great time.

For more information, visit Live Free USA’s 
website:  AmericanSurvivor.org.
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Guns Save Life | Pontiac

Tech Time was slated to be the M1 Carbine but we ran short 
on time.  Jackie Vandt brought in a magnificent collection of 
specimens, including a number that she has refinished the 
stocks into beautiful works of art, thanks to a lot of work and 
layers of oil.  Among the specimens was an original paratroop-
er model (pictured below), a very rare and very valuable piece 
of history.  Thank you Jackie for bringing these!

Michelle Ramlow as our main speaker, 
talking about her career in the Navy which 
included serving at the Pentagon on 9/11.

Tiffany Piper, world champion shooter from 
New Zealand, has a little fun with a big fan 
after our meeting.  There are always good 
role models at GSL meetings.

Bill Fritz (center) won the Kel-Tec PMR-30 
pistol, provided by the good folks at South 
Post Guns in Streator, IL.  He’s pictured 
with Dan Parcher of South Post and GSL 
Pontiac Coordinator John Gahm.

What a crowd!
Roughly 120 people turned out for 
the May 2015 Pontiac GSL meeting, 
our biggest turn-out to date.

If you miss a meeting, you miss a lot, and 
that was the case at the May 2015 Pontiac 
GSL meeting.  John Gahm led our largest 
crowd to date, with 120+ in attendance, 
in the Pledge of Allegiance, and then he 
recognized the veterans in the audience 
(nearly half of those present) and first-time 
attendees.  We had well over a dozen first-
timers.  Welcome one and all.

John Boch delivered his Executive Direc-
tor’s notes, including a mention on the nasty 
editorial that appeared in the Pontiac Daily 
Leader.  He expressed optimism that we 
might get a fairer shake in a future issue. 
(Sure enough, a few days later, a very fair 
editorial was published describing the GSL 
meeting as “A couple hours well spent”).

Wendy Boch pitched the September 26th 
golf outing in Pontiac for HOOHAH Deer 
Hunt for Heroes program to help wounded 
warriors from Ft. Campbell Kentucky.

Winning the prize for “coming the furthest” 
for the evening (and perhaps all-time), 
21-year-old Tiffany Piper from New Zea-
land was in the audience.  She was visiting 
friends and decided to experience the best 
of American gun-rights grassroots activism 
in person.  She was warmly welcomed, as 
one might expect.  She talked about her 
upbringing around guns and how she had 
been competing since she was a youngster. 
She won her first title at 13, and was the 
New Zealand Junior Champion since she 
was 15.  She won the Bianchi Cup Junior 
championship four years in a row and this 
year will compete as an adult.  She’s got a 
whole bunch of additional trophies as well 
[Editor’s note:  Sorry, I couldn’t write fast 
enough.]  It was delightful to hear from a 
world champion.

Our main speaker was Michelle Ramlow, a 
local woman who spent a whole lot of years 
in the U.S. Navy, including serving at the 
Pentagon on September 11, 2001.

She says most of her office was in San 
Diego for a meeting, but she and a few 
others were still at the Pentagon.  They 
were watching the TV as the second jetliner 
struck the World Trade Center complex.  It 
was about then a young Marine Corporal 
said, “I don’t want to be here.”  Moments 
later, the building shook violently, nearly 
knocking them onto the ground.  Smoke 
began to fill the hallways and the alarms 
sounded.

Unknown to her at the time, a third jet-
liner had slammed into the building below 
where she was working.  “It was probably 
their plan to fly the plane in straight and 
level, and if they had succeeded, I almost 
certainly wouldn’t be here today.  Instead, 
the plane hit at an angle and much of the 
energy was absorbed by the ground,” she 
recalled.

Michelle wasn’t among the emergency 
responders who she saw return to the build-
ing to rescue the injured during the disaster.  
In fact, she left with the Marine Corporal to 
drive up to Annapolis as they would only be 
getting in the way at the Pentagon and both 
wanted to let their families know they were 
okay.

Psychologically, she said it was a bad 
day.  She couldn’t even remember her 
parents’ phone number, but did remember 
a neighbor’s number and called them once 
she finally made it to another Naval facility.  
She also let her bosses know that those in 
their office had survived, although the office 
would need months and months of rebuild-
ing and remodeling.

The biggest thing 
she recalled was the 
kindness and human-
ity of people that day, 
extending courtesy far 
beyond the norm to 
strangers everywhere.  

Dean Rothermel 
spoke briefly about his 
fundraising drawing 
to help offset some of 
his medical expenses 
involved with his 
cancer fight.  He also 
gave a very passionate 
presentation on why 
he has become active 
in Guns Save Life and 

asked everyone in the audience to join if 
they haven’t already.

A couple of announcements were made for 
upcoming events includ-
ing a health screening 
event in Dwight, IL 
sponsored by one of 
our GSL family, Gary 
Helsing.  Also Terry Ric-
colo pitched the Dwight 
American Legion golf 
outing coming June 
14th.

Terrance c. Sullivan, managing broker

Lyons-suLLivan ReaLty, inc.
321 W. madiSon STreeT, PonTiac, il 61764 
office 815-842-1400 | direcT 815-674-6299 

LyonssuLLivanReaLty.com
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Guns Save Life-sponsored 
Appleseed Shoot...
JUNE 6 & 7

DARNALL’S IN 
BLOOMINGTON!

Are you a Rifleman?  That is, can you, right now, pick up 
your rifle and hit a man-size target at 500 yards?  

If not, you should attend and participate in an Appleseed.  
We’ll walk you through all the skills you need to accom-
plish that marksmanship goal.  

Just as importantly, we’ll walk you through the heritage of 
what it means to be an American, and a Rifleman.  

This nation was founded by a nation of Riflemen.  You 
should be one too.  

Several other Appleseed opportunities are to be had, 
all around the state, in the next few months.  Set aside 
some time now, and spend a day or a weekend waking 
up your inner Rifleman, and your inner American.

In addition to the GSL-sponsored event above, you might 
consider:  

Effingham, IL - May 30 & 31
Georgetown, IL - June 6 & 7
Bonfield, IL - July 18 & 19
McLean, IL - August 8 & 9

You can find out about other Appleseed shoots, not only 
in Illinois, but in every other state as well, by visiting 
Appleseedinfo.org.  Or come to a Guns Save Life 
meeting, where you’re likely to run into lots of Appleseed 
instructors and past attendees, who can answer your 
questions and give you all the info you need.  See you 
on the line!  

Central Illinois’ Largest
GUN AUCTIONS

2601 Lakeland Blvd., Mattoon, IL 

Also, consignment and estate auctions.  Consignments welcome! 
Complete listings & photos at www.bauerauction.com

Next big gun auction:  July 20th, 2014
Ron Baker FFL  (217) 273-5056
Bauer Auction (217) 259-5956

Lic. #440000242  
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GUN LIABILITY 
INSURANCE 

for Illinois Concealed Carry license holders

Don’t Get Caught On The Wrong Side Of The Law 
Without Adequate Protection

• Civil Liability 
• Personal Liability
• Criminal Defense 
  Reimbursement

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THIS UNIQUE PRODUCT VISIT:
www.insuremygunliability.com or gunliability@spriska.com

Who Needs Gun Owners
Liability Coverage?

Gun Liability Insurance 
is designed for 

concealed carry license 
holders who want to 

protect their assets and 
their freedom.

If you’re going to carry, you should practice.  One of the best ways to practice and have 
fun at the same time is by participating in an IDPA shoot.  International Defensive Pistol 
Association (IDPA) shoots are designed to let you practice “real world” scenarios, under 
the watchful eye of a safety officer and against time.  You get points for not only hitting 
your targets, but for using cover, reloading when necessary, and not shooting the innocent 
(the targets with hands on them are “no shoot” targets).  Many clubs hold monthly IDPA or 
IDPA style matches.  Spectators are welcome as well, so come out and see what it’s like 
to deploy your piece from concealment, using movement and cover.  And it’s fun!  
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The

Armed American
True stories of firearms used by law-abiding Americans 
to save innocent life.

Now teaching 
Illinois Concealed Carry

Training at multiple locations!
Call or see our web site for details 
and course registration materials.

Illinois-approved Concealed Carry classes | NRA Basic Pistol | Florida Non-Resident Conceal & Carry  
We Do Private Classes for Groups or Individuals.  Call for Details!

Your Certified Training Professionals!
Call us at 217 960-3070.

www.SafetysOn.com

Tuition:  $125 for Basic Pistol, $125 for IL C and C; or $200 for both 
if both classes are purchased at the same time.  

Illinois C and C for all military veterans and current military is $100.

June 13, 2015
NRA Basic Pistol Course 

(Part 1 of Illinois Conceal and Carry)

June 14, 2015
Illinois Conceal and Carry 

(Part 2 of Illinois Conceal and Carry)
Classes are 8am to 6pm each day

Profound Error in Victim Selection

Two criminals with nothing better to do than 
cruise a neighborhood looking for a victim 
to rob erred in their victim selection, and it 
was fatal for one of them.  

Give the thugs a tiny bit of credit:  they were 
out looking for a victim at 6:30 am.  Perhaps 
they had not yet gone to bed.  

They found a man loading things into his 
truck in his driveway, and forced him at 
gunpoint to drive his own truck to an ATM 
to withdraw cash.  While doing this, they 
threatened to return to the man’s home and 
harm his family.  

After the ATM, the thugs told him to stop on 
a side street and ordered him out.  

According to Fox News, the victim “grabbed 
a gun out of his truck and opened fire, 
killing one robber and sending the other 
fleeing”  Edwin Robinson was the thug who 
didn’t flee.  

Fox News mentioned that the robbery victim 
was a doctor.  What they didn’t metion was 
supplied by the Jackson Jambalya, a local 
blog.  The robbery victim was a competitive 
shooter, who was loading his truck to be on 
the way to a shooting competition.  

As Edwin’s partner no doubt said, “Oops!”

Sources: Jackson Jambalaya blog, May 16, 
2015, and FoxNews.com, May 17, 2015

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR, A GUN 
OWNER IS THERE: Neighbor 
challenges lunatic pounding on 
homeowner’s front door then bad 
things happen

Neighbors say it was a quiet neighborhood.  
A great place for kids and families to feel 
safe and all that stuff you hear in the media 
as they report on a serial killer slashing an 
oblivious family to death.  

The story in Minerva, OH had a different 
ending,  WFMJ had the report shortly after 
it happened.  In a nutshell:

A homeowner in Minerva, Ohio heard a 
man pounding violently on his neighbor’s 
front door and armed himself before 

Screencap of WFMJ video

opening his own front door to ask what the 
commotion was all about.

The reaction of the man pounding on the 
door, 33-year-old Ryan P. Johns of nearby 
Canton, OH?

It wasn’t the smartest decision he ever 
made.

He charged the neighbor – running full-bore 
at him.

The 63-year-old retreated, then shot Johns 
once in the chest as Johns rushed into the 
senior’s home.

Johns, having noted with sudden and 
profound awareness that he had chosen 
very badly, abruptly ceased his attack 
and ran outside, only to collapse in the 
neighbor’s yard after running a few dozen 
more strides.

If Spock were present, he would have 
looked up at Captain Kirk and intoned:  
“He’s dead, Jim.”

I’d add that he only died tired.

Source:  WFMJ.com, May 9, 2015

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR, A GUN 
OWNER IS THERE, Part 2: CCW 
bystander thwarts carjacking

Police are 
hailing a 31-
year-old con-
cealed carry 
licensee who 
put an end to 
a one-man 
crime spree 
in Orem, UT last weekend while making 
a trip to buy some groceries, according to 
KSL.com.

The gun owner heard a woman screaming 
as she was being carjacked, and intervened 
to stop the violent attack.  The 27-year-old 
would-be carjacker, Taulagi Matafeo, had 
already attacked another woman earlier 
in the morning and stole a truck from a 
residence.  The good Samaritan stopped 
the carjacking and ordered Matafeo out of 
the vehicle.  Matafeo feigned compliance 
at first, but feeling his oats, the violent thug 
lunged towards the gun in an effort to wrest 
the gun away.  Mr. Matafeo got himself 
perforated for his troubles.

LESSON:  Violent criminals will often say 
what they what they believe you want to 
hear while every fiber of their being does 
what they want to do.  Don’t listen to their 
words, but instead watch their actions and 
their hands.

Original Story:  KSL.com, May 2, 2015
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 Freedom’s Forum

GunNews Magazine
The monthly journal of Guns Save Life

John Naese, Editor
johnnaese@frontier.com

John Boch, Editor Emeritus
templar223@comcast.net

Letters, including complaints or commenda-
tions, to the Editor are welcome.  Please, limit 
your letter to 200 words.  We reserve the right 
to edit or refuse publication of any submission.  
Anonymous letters are discouraged. Guest 
columns of 400 words are also welcome on 
timely issues, particularly those related to 
firearms, self-defense or similar topics. Letters 
and guest columns may be sent electronically 
to:  johnnaese@frontier.com.  

Or you can mail your letter to:
Guns Save Life, Post Office Box 51, 
Savoy, Illinois 61874

Our thanks goes out to Oleg 
Volk for his continued permis-
sion to use his creative works in 
our gun rights advocacy work.  
You can see more of them at 
his website:

a-human-right.com

Nothing says True Love, 
Like… 
 
by Amber Miller

Okay guys, listen up.  I have got to let you 
know something that I have just found out. 
 
Nothing says, true love, like a new gun for 
the wife.  Years ago, I would have said, “No 
thanks.  How about some jewelry?”  But to-
day, I stand a changed woman.  Years ago, 
I didn’t think that I would ever want or need 
to carry a firearm for personal protection. 
“Why?” you may ask.  Because, I had my 
big strong husband to protect me.  I was 
young and naive, but it worked for me. 
 
Then years later, I was out shopping with 
my kids.  Nothing tragic happened, but my 
big strong protector just wasn’t there, he 
was at work, (where he happens to spend 
A LOT of his time).  This was the moment, 
it became real for me.  What was I going to 
do?  Sit at home and wait for him to come 
home, so he could go out with me.  There 
just wasn’t enough time and my husband, 
who I love very much, just couldn’t do 
everything. 
 
Over the years my husband went out, get-
ting additional training and education, I 
sometimes would tag along, to spend time 
with him.  The instructors were always nice 
to me and encouraging.  By the end of 
each course, my husband would be beam-
ing with pride at my accomplishments and 
the fact that I was a better shot than him.  
(In his defense, he is an excellent shot, 
too.) 
 
When concealed carry became available in 
Illinois, we had to scrimp and save, but we 
finally made the sacrifice.  We went out 

looking for firearms to get, to take to the 
Conceal Carry class.  We looked at and 
rented several at the local firing range 
(High Caliber, I expect a discount).   My 
husband did extensive research, before 
we picked out what was to become my 
sidearm.  

When we went in to purchase it, my hus-
band made sure I had all the right acces-
sories (Belt, holsters, etc.).  He even made 
sure, I would get the proper instruction and 
signed up with me for the GSL Defense 
Training Personal Protection and Conceal 
Carry class.  He took the class, just so 
I wouldn’t feel awkward in front on new 
people. 

We had a great time and it was not at all 
intimidating.  It was actually quite fun and 
enlightening.  After the two day class was 
over, and I’d received my certificate, I sat 
there in a room of men and women and 
knew, just knew, that my husband loved 
me. He sat beside me and I knew he had 
my back, and now I could cover his.  We 
were partners now, in a very real sence. 
 
So guys, when you go out to find that Moth-
er’s Day or Anniversary gift, think about it. 
Who would you want to back you up?  
Cover your six?  Some stranger next door, 
or the cop fifteen minutes away?  Or would 
you rather have your partner in life, love 
and all things by your side.  
 
Cause, trust me, ain’t nobody going to 
mess with this family. 
 
Amber Miller is mother to three, and wife 
to one, and a member of Guns Save Life 
since 2010.  Proud to carry both a FOID 
and NRA Card, this budding gun enthusi-
asts can’t wait to get her CCL in the mail.  

The Humble Patriot
By Adrienne Logue

The old soldier breathed slowly with all the will he had
As he gazed into the reddened eyes of his only living girl

Every evening in the VA she spent hanging onto Dad
Wanting him to know at last how he changed her world

Their history filled with walls they built very high between
She felt stifled by his protection and opposing views

He couldn’t understand her grievances when she was a teen
But forgiveness overcame the bricks with nothing left to lose

Each sunset he revived the soldier as she listened in great awe
Tales of the courageous men that bled freely for Old Glory

Scared boys returned as conflicted men with sorrows they all saw
Living gallantly for all of those who couldn’t tell their story

Dad, you hid your pain from me for the hope I’d live on strong
Remembering our brave patriots that sacrificed their youth 

Heroes freed the world of evil and preserved our freedoms long
Yet sadly ridiculed by fools who would never see the truth

The sun had set, the soldier happy they had this time to share
His daughter there to hold his hand and kiss her dad goodbye

God welcomed this hero to join the others and be in His great care 
Their gifts she proudly wrote of and how in honor they did die

You don’t have to be a helpless victim.
Empower yourself.  Become a gun owner.  

Get training.

In response to FARNAM: A Tale of Two 
States; ISIS claims credit for Texas terror 
attack:  

This was definitely a happy ending but do 
not discount the possibility that terrorists 
may be more successful in other locations 
where the response will not be as effective. 
I am particularly worried about Gun Free 
Zones where armed response by those 
who obey the law may be difficult. That is 
why we as citizens must continue to press 
our elected officials to reduce the number 
of GFZs and thereby allow us to protect 
ourselves against terrorist action.  - SED 

In response to FARNAM: The Baltimore / 
Ferguson Model is coming to a city near 
you 

I don’t live in a big city, but if I did… I 
wouldn’t worry.

I’ve got more ammo than they have 
courage. - Dyspeptic Skeptic

Comments in response to posts at GunsSaveLife.com  
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The History of 
Decoration Day

by Adrienne Logue

“It is foolish and wrong to mourn 
the men who died.  Rather we 
should thank God that such men 
lived.”~ George S. Patton

How many of us really know the 
meaning of Memorial Day and 
how it came to be?  

Inspired by a long tradition from 
mourning mothers of the Civil 
War sons, on April 25, 1866 in 
Columbus, Missouri, a woman’s 
organization adorned the graves 
of both Union and Confederate 
soldiers as an act of putting the 
division of the country behind 
them.  Interestingly, later, General 
John Logan of the Grand Army 
of the Republic, not Congress, 
declared the originally titled 
Decoration Day as the official day 
to remember the sacrifice of all 
Civil War soldiers.  

On this first May 30th celebration 
of 1868 at Arlington Cemetery, 
General Logan remarked that 
on this day “we decorate their 
graves with the tokens of love 
and affection, is no idle ceremony 
with us, to pass away an hour; 
but it brings back to our minds 
all the fearful conflicts of that 
terrible war in which they fell as 
victims…Let us, then, all unite in 
the solemn feelings of the hour, 
and tender with our flowers the 
warmest sympathies of our souls!  
Let us revive our patriotism and 
love of country with this act, and 
strengthen our loyalty by the 
example of the noble dead around 
us…” thus reflected the urgency of 
the country to heal its wounds.

However, naturally, the rift 
between the North and South 
would not so quickly mend as 
many southern states refused to 
recognize this holiday until much 
later after World War I.  It was 
not until then, that Memorial Day 
was designated as remembering 
all deceased soldiers in all the 

wars.  Even today, Texas, South 
Carolina, Alabama, Florida, 
Georgia, Tennessee, Louisiana 
and Mississippi have their own 
designated days to honor their 
sons of the Confederate Army.

In 1971, Memorial Day officially 
became  observed on the fourth 
Monday of May by a National 
Holiday Act of Congress. In 
2000, the National Moment of 
Remembrance asks all Americans 
to pause for a moment of silence 
at 3:00 p.m.

As is the long-standing tradition, 
the American flag should be hung 
at half mast until noon and then 
at full mast the remainder of the 
day.  Likewise, the VFW became 
the first organization to sell the 
now traditional red Poppy flower in 
support of all veterans.

Despite what our sorry excuse 
of an educational system that 
our children are victim to, many 
ignorant people believe this day is  
about kicking off the summer with 
barbeques and baseball.  Or that 
it is really meant to honor all those 
dear deceased family members 
one may have.

So, this Memorial Day, be sure 
to re-educate your children and 
grandchildren that the only true 
reflective reason for this day 
off of school is to honor the 
thousands of deceased American 
soldiers that gave of themselves 
completely and selflessly.  By 
these heroes untimely deaths, 
we are able to live freely in this 
exceptional country we call The 
United States of America.

Finally, please consider stopping 
by a cemetery on the way to 
that barbecue, and taking a 
quiet moment to place a flag or 
flower on the tombstone of some 
forgotten soldier of very long ago.  
Say a silent prayer thanking God 
for allowing this brave patriot 
to carry out his or her duty in 
protecting our Christian nation and 
its hard-fought history of liberty 
and moral fortitude.

Heroes
Soldiers
Sacrifice
Country
Vietnam
Iwo Jima
Purple Heart
Honor

Bataan
Normandy
Army
Navy
Air Force
Marines
Freedoms 
Taps

Flag
Courage
Patriots
MacArthur
Camouflage
Korean
Iraq
Afghanistan

Desert Storm
Combat
Arlington
Remember
Forever
Civil War
Revolutionary

Try this Memorial Day themed word search, or better yet, have your child try it (yes, even your adult child).  
If some of these names don’t ring a bell with them, discuss them with them, or look them up.  To know 
these names is to honor the memory of those who died that we might live in this free country.  

A caisson carries the remains of seven service members who died on Oct. 24, 1964, near Bu Prang, 
Vietnam. They were buried as a group in a single casket at Arlington National Cemetery in Arlington, 
Va., on Friday, March 21, 2014. (Photo:  Military Times)

Above:  The inscription on the Tomb of 
the Unknown Soldier at Arlington National 
Cemetery.  

At left, the Marine Corps Memorial at 
Arlington National Cemetery.  
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News Shorts

DARNALL GUN WORKS & RANGES
FULL LINE GUN SHOP --  INDOOR & OUTDOOR RANGES -- OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Darnall FAST - FireArms Safety Training Group
6125 E. 1175 North Road
Bloomington, IL 61705
Phone:  309-379-4331
Fax:  309-379-4332
www.darnalls.com

NRA 1st Step Basic Pistol
2 evenings 6-8:30 pm     

Every Tuesday & Wednesday

IDNR Hunter Safety Course
May 23 & 24

CARRY CONCEALED CLASSES
ILLINOIS STATE POLICE APPROVED

16 Hour Classes  8 Hour Class
           Call!    Call! 

SASS Cowboy Action Shoot
June 20     July 18

3-Gun Shoot
                         June 21     July 19

Machine Gun Rentals!
To Be Announced

CARRY CONCEALED CLASS FEES:
Contact us now to register.

16 hour class - $250.00
8 hour class - $150.00

INDOOR PISTOL RANGE
OUTDOOR PISTOL, RIFLE, & SHOTGUN RANGES

LARGE SELECTION OF FIREARMS
AMMUNITION AVAILABLE

RELOADING SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT

Maryland: Casing Closed
(NRA) - Finally there’s some good gun 
news coming out of Maryland. Republican 
Gov. Larry Hogan has signed Senate Bill 
736, which removes the current mandate 
for firearm manufacturers to submit shell 
casings for all handguns sold in the state. 

Based on a law adopted in 2000, manufac-
turers have been sending shell casings to 
be stored in the state’s ballistics imaging 
database. That database has then been 
cross-referenced against casings left at 
crime scenes. The problem? Not a single 
match has ever been made nor case 
solved as a result.

First introduced by Republican state Sen. 
Edward R. Reilly, SB 736 will now serve 
to effectively shut down an unfunded and 
unsuccessful program. And that’s a win-win 
for taxpayers and gun manufacturers.  

Court Rules Gun Owner Can 
Sue Officer
(NRA) - An appeals court has ruled that 
an Ohio man detained for openly carrying 
a firearm can sue the police officer who 
detained, disarmed and handcuffed him.

According to court records, Officer Dave 
Bright responded to a call from a motorcy-
clist saying Shawn Northrup was carrying 
a firearm in his neighborhood. When Bright 
arrived and Northrup tried to record the 
episode, Bright took his gun and put him in 
the squad car under suspicion that he was 
“inducing a panic.” Northrup later sued for 
violation of his Fourth Amendment rights.

“Ohio law permits the open carry of fire-
arms … and thus permitted Northrup to do 
exactly what he was doing,” Circuit Judge 
Jeffrey Sutton, of the 6th U.S. Circuit Court 

of Appeals, wrote. “While the 
dispatcher and motorcyclist 
may not have known the 
details of Ohio’s open-carry 

firearm law, the police officer had no basis 
for such uncertainty.”

Democrat NJ Congresswoman 
proposes mail order ammo 
ban
(GunsSaveLife.com) - Democrat New 
Jersey Congresswoman Bonnie Watson 
Coleman – proud mother to three boys, 
two of which have been convicted of 
armed robbery of a Kids-R-Us store – has 
introduced legislation to ban the mail order 
sale of ammunition.

Of course, the bill is going nowhere, 
and was merely a publicity stunt for the 
New Jersey Democrat, but indicative of 
the direction that party is taking at the 
national level to restrict gun rights.  Her 
co-sponsor, another Democrat, commented 
at their pathetic little press conference 
to announce their scheme.  “This guy 
[scumbag’s name redacted] in Aurora, 
Colo. had 6,000 rounds of ammunition,” 
said leftist Democrat Frank Pallone.  “Just 
thinking about that, it boggles the mind. 
How in the world can there be opposition to 
this kind of initiative?”

Why are gun grabbers such control freaks?

Watson Coleman was promoted to head 
of the NJ Democrats in 2002, despite 
being mom of the year for two of her sons 
sticking up a store.   How many other 
armed robberies did the dynamic duo 
commit and not get caught?  How many did 
they commit as individuals?  Who knows.

Is she a good mom?  Most good moms 
I know don’t have sons going around 
sticking a gun in people’s faces offering 
them a choice of giving up their money or 
their lives.

It stands to reason that she’s working 
on the side of criminals to make gun 
ownership and possession of guns by the 
law abiding more difficult.  After all, she 
doesn’t want her criminal children – or 
those like them – to be shot down by a law-
abiding person while committing their next 
criminal enterprise.

Jesse Jackson’s anti-gun 
protest a big dud
(GunsSaveLife.com) - Jesse Jackson and 
his Monochrome Push Coalition held an 
anti-gun rally May 9 in Riverdale in front of 
Chuck’s Guns.

Talk about a dud.

Those present said there was little energy 
from Jesse and the locals that he had 
bused in.  One person said he looked 
“like an old man”, tired and out of energy.  
Another person who was there opined 
that it was a lack of cameras that left 
Jesse looking lethargic.  In any event, 
there was little or none of the tension 
or aggressiveness from the last event 
at Chuck’s orchestrated by the Brady 
Campaign.  

Jackson was very approachable, and even 
posed for pictures with some of the pro-gun 
folks.

Our side brought out all sorts of folks, 
including families.

If Jackson was hoping for a headline-
grabbing event, he failed big time.

Which is fine with us.  

Federal Seventh Circuit rules 
Illinois town’s scary gun 
ban legal in part because of 
“feelings”, not facts
(The Truth About Guns) - In a 2-1 split 
ruling today, the Federal appeals court for 

Illinois ruled that the “Assault Weapons 
Ban” in Highland Park — enacted days 
before new legislation went into effect 
banning exactly that kind of law — was 
constitutional. 

The majority opinion written by Seventh 
Circuit Court of Appeals Judge Frank 
Easterbrook relies heavily on the idea of 
“home rule” for the majority of its rationale, 
but buried in the text is the true reason 
why this court believes that infringing on 
the right to keep and bear commonly used 
firearms is legal: it makes people feel safe.

From the opinion:

If a ban on semiautomatic guns and 
large capacity magazines reduces the 
perceived risk from a mass shooting, 
and makes the public feel safer as a 
result, that’s a substantial benefit. Cf. 
Frank v. Walker, 768 F.3d 744, 751 
(7th Cir. 2014).

Big Loss for Big Brother: 
Federal Appeals Court Rules 
Against Government on Mass 
Surveillance 
 (NRA-ILA) - On May 7, 2015, in a 
significant victory for Americans’ right to 
privacy and the rule of law, the U.S. Court 
of Appeals for the Second Circuit ruled in 
favor of the plaintiffs in the case of ACLU 
v. Clapper, which challenged the National 
Security Agency’s bulk collection of 
telephone metadata under Section 215 of 
the USA PATRIOT Act. 

While the plaintiffs raised various claims, 
the court ultimately ruled that the provision 
of law the government claimed enabled 
the mass surveillance program did not 
confer that authority. According to the 
court’s opinion, “the text of § 215 cannot 
bear the weight the government asks us to 
assign to it, and … it does not authorize the 
telephone metadata program.” 

Your NRA had participated in the case by 
filing friend of the court briefs at different 
stages of the proceedings. We have also 
supported legislation to curtail the NSA’s 
dragnet surveillance of American citizens. 

Photo by CountZero at Illinois Carry

The good-guy counter protesters were nu-
merous and having a good time at Jesse 
Jackson’s antigun rally.  
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URBANA AMERICAN 
LEGION POST 71

Supporting Our Troops &
Our 2nd Amendment Rights

Urbana American Legion Post 71
107 N. Broadway Ave.

Urbana, IL 61801
(217)367-3121

Open Daily 10 am to 2 am. 

$100.00 off Banquet rental for GSL members.

and
SONS OF 

AMERICAN LEGION
SQUADRON 71

Registration Form
Critical Threat Management

____:   August 15 & 16, 2015
____:   September 12 & 13, 2015

Name:  ________________________________

Address:  ______________________________

City, State, Zip:  _________________________

Phone:  _______   Email: _________________

Bring a friend!

Name:  ________________________________

Address:  ______________________________

City, State, Zip:  _________________________

Phone:  _______   Email: _________________

Mail this form and payment to:
GSL Defense Training, LLC
21 Brookshire Green
Bloomington, IL 61704

Upon receipt, we’ll send you a welcome packet that 
includes map, directions, hotel recommendations 
and a list of suggested items to bring. 

John Boch  217 649-3702   templar223@comcast.net
John Naese  217 840-0246   johnnaese@frontier.com
Jeff Schwarm  630 605-1898  jschwarm@aol.com

Critical Threat Management
Comprehensive Force-on-Force training to overcome a violent attack

GSL Defense Training’s Critical Threat 
Management course integrates mul-
tiple layers of practical, defensive tactics 
to help keep you and your loved ones 
safer.  

This dynamic course will test your 
critical decision-making and personal 
defense skills early on in stress-filled 
scenarios against real-life adversar-
ies.  We will use airsoft guns to provide 
adrenaline-charged stress similar to 
what one might encounter in a real-life 
experience.  Students will then learn 
proven tactics and problem-solving 
skills.  

Also included:  
Unarmed defense techniques •	
taught by Krav Maga instructor
Live-fire	segment	•	 (~150 rounds) 
to	implement	&	refine	new	skills
De-escalation & disengagement•	
Mindset considerations•	
Situational	awareness	strategies•	
Much more...•	

Students will have a second try at 
scenarios similar to those initially faced, 
and others, giving them an opportunity 
to integrate new skills and tactics to live 
and win against a violent attack.

GSLDefenseTraining.com
Firearms training for everyone!

Prerequisites:  This is not entry-level mate-
rial.  An Illinois or Florida Carry License or 
proof of previous firearm training at the level 
of NRA Personal Protection in the Home or 
better is required.  This class will involve 
physical contact with others and some physi-
cal exertion (jogging short distances).  

Class Location:  Timber Pointe Outdoor 
Center, Hudson, IL (tentative)

Tuition:  $225/person
Registration includes range fees, lunch, 
snacks, drinks, class materials, safety gear 
and more.  Loaner guns and gear also avail-
able at no charge.  

Women are encouraged to attend!
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Liberty Guns  
“We have expanded!”

307 East Second Street * Homer, IL
217 896-8024

e-mail:  drothermel at gunssavelife.com
Tues. through Fri. 2p-5p, Sat. 10-5p. 
If no answer, call: Dean:  217-377-3326

Area’s largest Pro-Shot dealer since 1987.

Full-line gun shop
* Reloading supplies & equipment.
* New, used, consignments wel-
come.
* We’ve got ammo.  
* Now offering Internet sales of 
your consignments.
* Did we mention guns?  We’ve 
got ‘em and special orders are 
welcome.

In Homer on Route 49, turn east at 
the Marathon station and go 1 1/2 
blocks.  We’re on the south side of 

the road.  
Next door to the American Legion.  

Ammo is coming back!
400+ guns in stock!

Lots of Rugers, Glocks and 
Springfield Armory pistols in stock.

Double-tap Derringers arrived!
Come see our growing retail space!

New shipment has arrived 
from Berry’s Bullets!
Come see us soon!

10 Things I’ve Noticed At 
Ranges That Hurt Those Who 
Conceal & Carry

by Steve Weldon 
www.champaignccw.com 

1. Inexpensive, (read really cheap) 
safety gear.   I’d rather see you buy a less 
expensive gun than less expensive safety 
gear.  Quality safety glasses and hearing 
protection only serve to save your eyesight 
and preserve your hearing.   

$10 safety glasses generally are not made 
for shooting, and believe it or not either are 
same priced “shooting glasses” you buy in 
department stores.   Prescription glasses, 
even if plastic lenses, are not ideal shoot-
ing glasses.  Ideal shooting glasses should 
have polycarbonate lenses, anti-reflective 
coatings, no dark coatings that restrict vi-
sion, and be big enough to cover the entire 
eye and eye socket.  Check out Oakley for 
some of the best shooting glasses avail-
able anywhere.  They even make prescrip-
tion models which I personally love. 

If you can only afford passive (non-elec-
tronic) hearing protection then look for 
those with at least 29-33db attenuation.  
They should be new enough to have a 
soft cup to seal your ears and a nice snug 
band to hold them securely.   Ideal hearing 
protection is electronic and are both noise 
cancelling and amplified.  They typically at-
tenuate less than passive headphones but 
they more than make up for it by allowing 
you to hear range commands, instructions, 
and what’s going on around you.  I find 
it near impossible to teach students who 
can’t hear me.  Electronic headphones are 
a real blessing for any sort of instruction or 
top safety.  Hearing a CEASE FIRE com-
mand could save yours or someone else’s 
life. 

2. Guns you conceal & carry must 
absolutely without question 100% of 
the time GO BANG.  And bang again and 
again until the threat is stopped.  You might 
not believe this but it’s true.  A full 60% of 
the guns students bring to my concealed 
carry classes, have at least one malfunc-
tion during the very short 30 round quali-
fication test.  Wow, 60%.  How can you 
reconcile that with carrying concealed?  It’s 
like driving a car whose brakes fail 60% of 
the time.  Or an airplane whose motor fails 
60% of the time. 

Why?  Various reasons.  Often the gun 
is so new, combined with shooting lower 
powered reloads or even inexpensive 
training ammunition, produces several 
types of failures.  Often the gun is so new 
the operator has yet to read the manual, 
scrub the manufacturing gunk off it, and 
discover it’s lubrication sites.  Older guns 
often haven’t been cleaned and lubed in 
ages, combined with often bent/mis-aligned 
magazine lips and the gun can’t help but 
fail.   Others just bring either inadequate 
or ill-specce’d ammunition.  And yet others 
haven’t yet learned, despite our instruction 
in the classroom, to hold the weapon prop-
erly which can and will induce failures. 

We’ve never had so many choices in 
defensive handguns.  This follows that 
we’ve never had so many ill-designed, first 
generation, and other problematic models 
being sold through hyped marketing.   My 
two main conceal & carry guns I personally 
use were selected based on a lifetime of 
personal experience and having my ear to 
the ground of the shooting sports industry 
including my own gunsmithing business.  
This means they are great guns.  For me.  
Not necessarily for you.  Guns are a per-
sonal thing.  I bring about 20 different con-
ceal carry style handguns to my classes to 
help “fit” a gun to someone not too terribly 
different than you would fit shoes. 

3. No planned drills or other targeted 
conceal & carry practice.   I love plink-
ing with my .22’s and I enjoy distance 
shooting.  But if you conceal and carry you 
should be practicing drills that prepare you 
for that fateful eventuality where only a well 
trained response with a weapon will save 
your life.  Every course of instruction for 
concealed carry should teach you drills you 
can practice on your own and a means of 
gauging your current proficiency.  Before 
putting down your deposit for any type of 
instruction make sure these drills are part 

of the course.  Keep in mind, if you aren’t 
measuring/timing your drills then you have 
absolutely no idea if you’re better/worse 
than last time.  A good instructor will ab-
solutely introduce you to a shot timer and 
how to use it. 

4. Not using a holster and/or not 
drawing.   As I look around I notice no 
one is working from a holster.  It’s very 
rare to catch anyone working a holster.   I 
wrote an article about my own philosophy 
concerning teaching drawing and holstering 
during the short range time allotted in a 
concealed carry class.  In short, there’s 
not enough time to do it well and more 
importantly safely.  I do teach it during our 
Step-Up advanced courses and we teach 
you drills to use during your own practice 
and encourage you to practice your draw, 
especially from concealment, every chance 
you get.  Including even when dry firing 
practice in your leaving room, or Airsoft 
practice in your garage or backyard.  In 
most all armed encounters your draw is 
vital.  It needs to be done second nature, 
in a smooth fluid motion without having 
to think through every small step.  This 
requires frequent and quality practice.  

The elephant in the room is that many if 
not most ranges won’t allow drawing from 
a holster.  I understand why.  Read my 
article. Because it’s dangerous and a few 
incidents could be enough to get their in-
surance cancelled which immediately shuts 
down the range.  Often for good.   So when 
you do find a range that allows drawing 
from a holster, and hopefully concealment, 
respect that range by being especially safe 
and seeking quality instruction so you don’t 
become one of the statistics closing down 
a quality range. 

5. Most armed encounters take place 
during the hours of darkness.    Yet, I 
actually see people hurrying up to fin-
ish their range session so they can leave 
before it becomes dark.  Ranges generally 
don’t stay open during the hours of dark-
ness, many reasons for that I’m sure, but 
depending on the time of year it can and 
does get near darkness for a period of time 
and I’m there experiencing my sight picture 
in darkness, how severe the muzzle flash 
is for the ammo I use and possibly experi-
ment with different ammunition.  I run my 
drills from dusk to near and even complete 
darkness.  I’ll promise you this, you’ll be 
surprised how different it is to operate dur-
ing darkness. It could save your life. 

6. Not practicing with real carry ammo.   
Or worse, I see people loading up and 
holstering as they leave the range WITH 
PRACTICE AMMO!!!   Remember what you 
learned in your concealed carry class, FMJ 
ammo penetrates a lot making it unsuitable 
for carry where you can’t always control 
your backstop.  Almost always a good qual-
ity hollow point ammo that expands as it 
penetrates is the most appropriate ammu-
nition to use for concealed carry.    

Don’t bother with the super expensive 
premium boxes of 20 rounds unless you 
have money to burn.  You should ide-
ally run at least 200 rounds of your carry 
ammo through your carry weapon without 
a malfunction before even think of car-
rying it.  And run a full mag through your 
weapon every range session o ensure it’s 
maintained its ability to cycle and feed that 
ammunition.  To shoot this much and not 
have money be a problem you will need 
to find a good quality hollow point ammo 
sold in boxes of 50.  I like to buy cases at a 
time so once I regulate my sights different 
lots of ammunition won’t result in a differ-
ent point of impact.  There are many such 
brands that fit the bill, often around $20 for 
a box of 50. 

Don’t bother with +P or +P+ ammunition.  
Here’s the thing, we used to rate different 
rounds by how much “stopping power” 
they had using the FBI as the authorita-
tive reference body because they get the 
government funding to do the tests and 
virtually every police department and even 
the military listens to their results.  This 
last year they shocked everyone by saying 
stopping power was a myth.  After study-
ing virtually tens of thousands of shootings 
they found that the definitive variable which 
really mattered was shot placement.  They 
stated that virtually every major handgun 
round would work the same if you achieved 
proper sight placement with fast follow up 
shots.   

So stay away from anything that increases 
muzzle flip and the time it takes to get back 
on target, like +P or +P+ ammunition.  I 
personally shoot 9mm because of this and 
I carry a quality 147g hollow point to maxi-
mize energy down range while achieving 
the fastest follow up shots.  I used to carry 
230g .45’s +P’s.  I’m sure they deliver more 
energy down range, in fact the ballistic ta-
bles prove it.  But according to the FBI, and 
they are the trusted authority, what stops 
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threats is show placement first, followed by 
fast follow-up shots on target. 

7. Their gun isn’t properly regulated!   
My gosh, how obvious is this one?  If your 
sights aren’t regulated so you can reliably 
and consistently hit your point of aim then 
it’s next to worthless. You don’t know if it’s 
you or the gun. Nail in the head frustrat-
ing.   Yet, many aren’t.  And if you’re not 
sure where you’re gun is hitting, then how 
do you know if it’s your shooting or the 
gun?  And if you don’t know for sure where 
it should hit, then how can you diagnose 
issues with finger placement and trigger 
pull?  And if this is your only gun you can’t 
even compare it to something different.  
What this does is it results in whatever bad 
habit you’re doing to hit where you want.. 
and breaking the bad habit later takes a lot 
of work. 

I can’t count the number of times I’ve seen 
people struggling on the range, letting 
others shoot their gun thinking that will sort 
things out.  I’ve seen many variations of 
this.  Here’s how to correct this: 

A very popular and wise handgun modifica-
tion, especially for concealed carry, is a set 
of sights which is properly regulated, suit-
able for your eyes at their current age and 
health, and ideally compliments your carry 
habits.. i.e. night sights, fiber optics, etc.  
At 55 with two eye surgeries behind me I 
find the Ken Hackathorn sight system with 
a plain serrated flat black rear sight, and 
either a tritium night sight or a quality fiber 
optic.  You can read more about selecting 
these sights, which sizes, thicknesses, and 
even their installation here. If you buy your 

new sights from Amerigo and after instal-
lation the regulation is off, give them your 
information and they’ll calculate a new sight 
height and exchange them for free. 

8. They never train with a tactics based 
instructor.   In my experience most people 
have learned to shoot from someone they 
either really respect or care about, often 
both.  And of course that person takes 
it personally when you go elsewhere for 
instruction.  I’ve had some almost violent 
episodes in my concealed carry classes 
between spouses because one spouse 
having paid attention during class was 
starting to realize their significant other 
wasn’t necessarily the shooting guru they’d 
for years purported to be.   And even if they 
could help them hit the target with regular-
ity.. unless they had really advanced train-
ing in their past, they had no real concept 
of tactics.  And folks, I’d much rather have 
on my side an average shooter with knowl-
edge of tactics than a great shooter with no 
knowledge of tactics.   If you disagree, you 
are due for some tactics classes so give 
me a call.. 

9. That person with the loaded gun is 
being distracted by……      I can’t count 
the number of times I’ve been on the range 
trying to get in some serious practice and 
a parent is there with youngsters, not to 
shoot and learn which I think is entirely ap-
propriate dependent on age and maturity, 
but as self-babysitters.  The parent has 
usually managed to perch ear protection on 
them, set them in a row, and as soon as the 
parent turns around to shoot the kids start 
playing.  Of course they do, they’re kids.  
But then, the parent gets distracted, yells at 
them (they’ve got earphones on so they’re 
yelling much louder than they’d otherwise 
be), and distracts everyone.  Worse case 
the parent turns around with a loaded gun 
in their hand, angry and stressed, endan-
gering everyone.    

Most ranges have rules against this.. but 
they’re often not followed.  Those that don’t 
allow dogs.  Do I  really have to explain 
why dogs are a bad idea at a range?  
They’re like young kids with all the same 

issues, but who resist to their last wearing 
earphones.    Yep, some people try to put 
ear-protection on their dogs.. and others.. 
well.. dogs can easily lose their hearing by 
being too close to guns. 

10. They don’t follow range rules.   I can’t 
even fathom why a shooter would ignore 
range rules but they do.  From bringing kids 
or dogs like mentioned before, to shooting 
.50bmg’s on the rimfire range.  Folks, rang-
es cost a lot of money to build and maintain 
and a single person can cause thousands 
in damage in a very short time.  Worse they 
become dangerous.  Sometimes ignoring 
the rules puts the wrong gun in the wrong 
area resulting in bullets flying into houses, 
highways, fields, and more.  Folks, I could 
tell you a book worth of stories that I’ve per-
sonally seen where not following the rules 
resulted in a severely dangerous condition.  
People think if they’re the only ones there it 
won’t matter.  Maybe, maybe not.  Integrity 
is all about what you do when no one is 
watching..  

Registration Form
ESSENTIAL CARRY (IL CCW)

____:  June 20 & 21 - Burlington, IA
____ :   July 18 & 19 - Clinton, IL

____:   August 29 & 30 - Bloomington, IL

Name:  ________________________________

Address:  ______________________________

City, State, Zip:  _________________________

Phone:  _______   Email: _________________

Bring a friend!

Name:  ________________________________

Address:  ______________________________

City, State, Zip:  _________________________

Phone:  _______   Email: _________________

Mail this form and payment to:
GSL Defense Training, LLC
21 Brookshire Green
Bloomington, IL 61704

Upon receipt, we’ll send you a welcome packet that 
includes map, directions, hotel recommendations 
and a list of suggested items to bring. 

John Boch  217 649-3702   templar223@comcast.net
John Naese  217 840-0246   johnnaese@frontier.com
Jeff Schwarm  630 605-1898  jschwarm@aol.com

GSLDefenseTraining.com

ESSENTIAL CARRY
Illinois Concealed Carry Training (16-hour)

Learn	safe	defensive	gun	handling	skills
Whether you’re a new gun owner or an experienced 
shooter, GSL Defense Training can help.  Our emphasis 
is on building the skills and mindset to use your handgun 
safely and effectively.  We want you to stay safe!

Our nearly 20 expert, extensively-trained instructors, both 
male and female, bring diverse backgrounds and expe-
riences to your benefit.  They’ll give you a broad, solid 
foundation so that you can confidently use your firearm 
for recreation or to defend yourself and your family.  GSL 
Defense Training is also one of the few companies that 
excels at working with people with disabilities.  With prac-
ticed lawyers presenting lethal force discussions, you can 
get answers to your legal questions and clarification of the 
laws.  Our classes are for anyone who wants to feel safe at 
home or out and about.

GSL Defense Training’s ESSENTIAL CARRY 
Our two-day, Essential Carry is a 16+-hour concealed carry 
class that covers:

High quality training at a value price
Training days with GSL Defense Training includes:

No Range fees•	
Practice	firing	of	approx.	250	rounds	to	learn	new	skills•	
LOANER	FIREARMS	if	needed	(a	wide	array	to	choose	•	
from	at	no	charge)
Safety	equipment	as	needed•	
Lunch,	snacks	and	drinks	both	days•	
Bonus	GSL	Defense	Training	materials•	
No•	 	Power	Point	slides

Limited amounts of ammunition are available at additional cost  A 
Firearms Owner ID card (FOID) is recommended, but not required.  
We love helping novice shooters!

Registration	for	one	person	$300		
Registration	for	two	people	$450

SAVE MONEY!   Buy one, get one half off!  
Bring	a	partner,	friend	or	family	member!

*	NRA	gun	safety	rules
*	How	to	avoid	becoming	a	
victim	
*	Gun	ownership	laws
*	Strategies	for	home	safety	

*	Defensive	shooting	tactics		
*	Gun	cleaning	
*	Safe	storage	of	firearms	
*	Use	of	firearms	responsi-
bly,	ethically	&	legally	

Completion of this class satisfies the concealed carry 
license requirements for Illinois, Iowa, Florida, Arizona 
and other states.  Application packets for many of these 
licenses are provided at no charge.  GSL-DT Essential Carry 
also earns you the NRA Personal Protection in the Home 
certification.

     EXPERIENCED AND SAFE
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Space is available for advertisements in GunNews 
Magazine.  The current circulation is now 24,000 copies, 
distributed mostly in Illinois.  SIGN UP NOW.  

Ad rates Once    5+ times       One year 
Full page  $250 $200 $150  ($1800 total)
Half page $150 $125 $100    ($1200 total)
Quarter   $100 $80 $65   ($780 total)
Eighth  $65 $50 $40   ($480 total)
Sixteenth $40 $35 $25    ($300 total)
Columns are 12” tall and 2.4” wide.  

Guaranteed four-color ad placement is twice the normal 
rate, as space permits.

Deadline
The first Friday of the month preceding publication.

Ad Submissions
Ideally, ad should be in electronic format or camera / scan-
ner ready.  If in electronic format, Adobe InDesign (3.0) is 
strongly preferred, although a high-quality Adobe .pdf will 
work.  They can be submitted via email to templar223 at 
comcast.net or via CD or DVD to GunNews, PO Box 51, 
Savoy, Illinois 61874.  

If not in electronic format or camera ready, submit a basic 
description of what the ad should look like (business name, 
address, phone, product lines, prices, hours, message, 
etc) and we will put an ad together for you.

 

Advertising Information

Coming events  -- to add your event, email johnnaese at frontier.com

GUNS SAVE LIFE, INC.
D I R E C T O R Y

Staff
John Boch
Executive Director
jboch@gunssavelife.com
217 649-3702

Tammy Williams
Executive Secretary
twilliams@gunssavelife.
com
217 318-9827
 

Officers
Eric ‘Bear’ St. Pierre
President
estpierre@gunssavelife.
com
217 480-2327

Adrienne Logue 
Vice-President
alogue@gunssavelife.com
217 417-3157

Larry Shurbet
Treasurer 
lshurbet@mchsi.com
217 643-7314

Corporate Secretary
Lois Morton
lotheangel@reagan.com

David Pike, Immediate 
Past President
Pike2020@gmail.com
  

Directors
Dave Clark
dave@xringcustom.com
217-849-3353

Roger Dorsett 
ruger1669@aol.com
217-384-7302

John Gahm
jgahm@mchsi.com
815 848-1252

Mindy Gardner
blacksmith@flood
plainforge.com
309 838-6491

Troy Hinds
troyhinds
@gunssavelife.com 
217-493-7033

Lou McClellan
lou_mcclellan@hotmail.
com   217 493-5195

Kent Metzger
whitleycreek@yahoo.com
217 259-2496

Dean Rothermel
drothermel@
gunssavelife.com   
217 834-3093

Steve Schnurbusch
steve_schnurbusch@
hotmail.com   
573-768-2450 

Peter Wheeler
Speed1@Speednet.com
309 275-7269 

Committee Chairs

GunNews Distribution 
Warren Drake 
wdrake@gunssavelife.com
217-898-9602 

GunNews Editor 
John Naese
johnnaese@frontier.com
217 840-0246

Burma Sign Coordinator
Rachel Puckett
(217) 419-1235
Since1776antiques@
gmail.com

Gun and Trade Show 
Coordinator
Jim Henry
(217) 766-9961
twilliams@gunssavelife.
com

Speaker Coordinator
Troy Hinds
troyhinds
@gunssavelife.com 
217-493-7033

Pontiac Coordinator:
John Gahm

Effingham Coordinator:
Currently vacant

Peoria Coordinator:
Steve Schnurbusch

CONTACT US:
GunNews@
GunsSaveLife.com.

Appleseed Marksmanship and 
Heritage Events

Effingham, IL - May 30-31
Waterman, IL - May 30-31
Bloomington, IL - June 6-7 (At Darnall’s 
Range, Sponsored by Guns Save Life
Georgetown, IL - June 6-7 (First Appleseed 
at Otto Newlin Shooting Range)
Bonfield, IL - July 18 & 19
McLean, IL (Holland Farm) - August 8 & 9

Shooters can attend one or both days.  
For info about these Appleseed events 
you can go to: www.appleseedinfo.org; or 
email johnnaese@frontier.com or call 217-
840-0246.  At appleseedinfo.org, select 
“Appleseed” from the top menu bar, then 
“schedule”.   You’ll be able to pick a state 
and see all the events on the schedule.  

United States Rifleman’s Association
Sunday, June 7, 2015, Durand, IL – Intro-
duction to Tactical Carbine 1
June 13 - Intro to Defensive Handgun, 
Bonfield, IL.  
Saturday, June 20, 2015, Chillicothe, IL – 
Introduction to Defensive Handgun
www.usrifleman.org; (847) 920-USRA 
(8772)
Email: info@usrifleman.org  

Danville Rifle and Pistol Club, 
Oakwood, IL.

Bullseye Shoot - Every Wednesday, May 
through the last Wednesday in August.  
Match begins at 5 pm and concludes 
about 7:30 pm.  
Steel Plate Challenge Match – 2nd Sunday 
of each month, March through December 
(weather permitting).  Sign up is from 9 to 
9:45 am; after a shooter’s meeting, ham-
mer falls at 10 am.  Match concludes at 
about 12:30 pm.  You can use a .22 rifle, 
.22 pistol, or a center fire pistol.   
June 14, 2015 - Myron Deckard Memorial 
Shoot.  Raffles, steel-challenge targets, 
door prizes.
Directions: Take Oakwood exit off I-74, 
go north four miles and turn left at 2250N.  
Range a quarter mile down on right.
Larry Pasquale, 217-443-2050, 
l.pasquale@drpc-danville.com.  
Range website is www.drpc-danville.com/

Foosland Sportsmens Club
Bullseye 101, 8am to 10am Monthly on the 
first Saturday, until October 3, 2015.  3-30 
shot strings, 90 rounds total usually .22 
and .45 cal (but any handgun will work).  
Friday night Trap shoot, 6 pm; Weekly on 
Friday, until August 28, 2015
www.fooslandsportsmensclub.com 

Leroy Rifle and Pistol Club
June 7 - Blackpowder Shoot, 1 pm, Susie 
Hulvey, 217-935-6804 
June 14 - Bullseye pistol competition, 9am 
to 4 pm - Dick Miller coordinator, 309-962-
8102, pistol@lerpyrifleandpistolclub.org  
June 28 - Trap Shoot, 9 am, Dick Miller 

coordinator, 309-962-8102
Every Thursday Evening, 4pm to 9pm – 50 
bird Trap Derby. Dick Miller, 309-962-8102 
rcmillerir2001@vahoo.com 

St. Joseph Sportsman’s Club
Every Wed (5-10p) & Sat. (noon-4) – Trap 
and skeet shooting, open to the public. 
stjosephsportsmanclub@gmail.com; or 
Call (217) 469-2768.  

Westville Sportsmans Club  
Every Wednesday: Trapshooting Practice 
open to the public 6-10pm.  Every Sat-
urday:  Trapshooting Games open to the 
public 6-10pm.  Kitchen open both nights.  
Rifle and Pistol Range open to mem-
bers only during daylight hours.  $55.00 
single/$75.00 family yearly memberships 
available.  nuthinbutdust@yahoo.com / 
217-267-2612.

Darnall’s GunWorks and Ranges, 
Bloomington, IL

June 20 - SASS Cowboy Shoot
June 21 - 3-Gun Shoot

Tuesday through Sunday, Trap shooting 
and indoor pistol range open to the public 
9 am until closing.  
Every Tuesday and Wednesday, NRA First 
Steps pistol, 6:30 pm.  

For information about events or to register 
for a CCW class, calls Darnall’s at 309-
379-4331, or see www.darnalls.com.  
Also see their ad in this issue for a list of 
classes.  

ISRA Range, Bonfield, IL
June 20 - ISRA Range Open House, 10 
am to 4 pm
June 26, 27, & 28 - 17th Annual Clyde 
Howell NRA Youth Shooting Sports Camp.  
Campers will rotate through training ses-
sions all day Saturday and Sunday includ-
ing: .22 caliber pistol, .22 Caliber rifle, 
20 gauge shotgun, archery, AR-15, Gun 
Cleaning, 3 gun and more.  Cost:$150.00.  
For More Information or to register contact:  
Samantha Ritacco, Camp Director & 
Registrar708-829-8446; director.clydehow-
ellyssc@yahoo.com  

For information about  events, see www.
isra.org, or call the ISRA office at 815-635-

3198.  

Highland Rifle & Pistol Club, 
Highland, IL

June 6 - Cowboy Shoot, 8 am - 4 pm
June 7 - Military Shoot, 8 am - 1 pm
June 13 & 14 - Trap Clinic
June 20 - 2700 Pistol Shoot, 8 am - 4 pm
618-654-5971; www.highlandgunclub.com.  

High Caliber Training Center and Indoor 
Range, Urbana, IL

 
Glock Sport Shooting Foundation Indoor 
Match Series - June 13, July 11, and 
August 8; Registration 7-8 am; Shooting 
starts at 8 am.  
Summer Rimfire League:  8 weeks on 
Tuesdays starting June 9 and ending 
August 11.  
Summer Centerfire League:  10 weeks on 
Mondays, starting on June 15 and ending 
August 17.  
Every Friday Night:  Date night; special 
pricing for couples.  
May 25 - Memorial Day Shoot-Out; begins 
at 8 am.  $20 per shooter; up to 44 shoot-
ers.  After each round of 50 shots, the top 
half of shooters go on until the top 3 win 
prizes.  

Open to the public Monday through 
Sunday.  Indoor pistol, rifle, and shotgun 
range.  For information about events or to 
register for courses, call 217-344-4282 or 
visit www.highcalibertrainingcenter.com. 

MEETINGS
May 30 - CHICAGO GSL - 1st Meeting.  
Saturday, May 30, at the Oak Lawn VFW 
Johnson - Phelps Veterans of Foreign 
Wars Post 5220, 9514 S. 52nd Ave., Oak 
Lawn, IL, 60453.  Dinner and Conversation 
begin around 4 pm; Meeting at 5:30 pm.  
‘Bear’ St. Pierre, estpierre@
gunssavelife.com; 217-480-2327.
June 1 - Sangamon County Rifle Assn. 
Meeting, at 6:30 p.m. at KC Banquet Hall, 
2200 S. Meadowbrook Road, Springfield, 
IL.  Don Gwinn, 217-502-2452; 
dongwinn@thefiringline.com.  
June 2 – Pontiac GSL Meeting, VFW 
Post 886, 531 W. Lincoln Ave., Pontiac, 
IL   61764.  John Gahm, 815-848-1252, 
jgahm@mchsi.com.  
June 4 -  Peoria GSL Meeting, Childers 
Banquet Center, 3113 Dries Lane, Peoria, 
IL   61604.  Steve Schnurbusch at steve_
schnurbusch@
hotmail.com
June 9 – Champaign Guns Save Life 
Meeting, Fluid Events, 601 N. Country Fair 
Drive, Champaign, IL.  ‘Bear’ St. Pierre, 
estpierre@
gunssavelife.com; 217-480-2327.  
June 10 - NEW LOCATION, NEW 
DAY.  Second Wednesday of the month.  
CHARLESTON GSL South Meeting, 
Charleston VFW, 1821 20th Street, 
Charleston, IL.  
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If you need additional cards, mail a 
self-addressed, stamped envelope to:

Guns Save Life
PO Box 51
Savoy, IL 61874-0051

Cards are available 4 / $1 to cover our 
printing costs.

We have noticed your sign, and will respect your wishes

BY DOING BUSINESS ELSEWHERE.

Where can I get those “No Guns” cards?

Guns Save Life furnishes new members 
with a few “No Guns” cards with their 
membership materials.  

Sharp Defense
Jim Sharp

N.R.A. & Illinois Concealed Carry Classes
Paxton, IL

Serving Ford, Iroquois, Livingston, McLean, Piatt, 
Champaign, Vermilion Counties and beyond

Call 217 379-3652 
email:  training@sharpcs.com

Gun Shows
May 30 & 31 - CADA Gun Show, Dupage Expo, 
St. Charles, IL.  Contact: Gary Greissinger, 847-
566-1591, mjduchane@yahoo.com.  
June 6 & 7 - Cullom Gun Show, American Legion, 
Cullom, IL.  Rick Allen (815) 689-2658;  rjfarms@
maxwire.net.  
June 6 & 7 - Pecatonica Gun Show, Winnebago 
Co. Fairgrounds, Pecatonica, IL.  (815) 964-
6134; http://www.nirpc.com.  
June 7 - Joliet Moose Lodge Gun and Sportsman 
Show, Joliet Moose Lodge, Joliet, IL.  Ross Cloe, 
(815) 263-2810; http://www.thecloegroupllc.com.  
June 13 & 14 - Illiana’s Gun Hunting Showcase, 
Palmer Arena, Danville, IL.  Shawn Dowler, (217) 
714-6620; Email: shawn@sportsplaygraphics.
com.  
June 14 - McHenry County Gun Show, Holiday 
Inn Convention Center, Crystal Lake, IL.  Don  
Cichoski,  (815) 385-1982; dandjguns1911@att.
net.  
June 20 & 21 - Kankakee Gun & Sportsman 
Expo, Kankakee Co. Fairgrounds, Kankakee, IL.   
Ross Cloe, (815) 263-2810; http://www.thecloe-
groupllc.com.  
June 21 - Joliet Military Collectors Show, Ameri-
can Legion Post 5, Joliet, IL.  (630) 968-5985; 
Email: historicalinvinc1@aol.com.  
June 27 & 28 - Belleville Gun Show, Belle-Clair 
Fairgrounds, Belleville, IL.  millmanxx@gmail.
com, 618-495-2572.  

Guns Save Life is proud to announce our new 
“Life Membership” for those who wish to show 
an exemplary level of support towards Guns 
Save Life and our mission defending your 
right to defend yourself.

The new “Life Membership” is available for 
$1000, and for those aged 65 and over, it’s 
available at half-price, $500.

Be among the second ten individuals to step 
up and help us defend your right to defend 
yourself with a life membership to Guns Save 
Life.  

To sign up for this new Life Membership op-
tion, fill out the form on the back page of this 
issue of GunNews and send it in today.

Guns Save Life’s 
LIFE MEMBERSHIP!

We defend your right 
to defend yourself.

TK CustomStore.com
  24x7 Online Firearms & Sporting Goods Store

   

Kimber Stocking Master Dealer, STI Stocking Level II Dealer, Glock Semi-Autos, 
S&W Revolvers - Semi-Autos - Rifles, Ruger Handguns - Long Guns, Rock River Rifles

Physical Store
503 N. Church St.
Thomasboro, IL   

61878
Tom@TKCustom.com
(217) 643-2002

M-F 9A-5P
Saturday 9A-3P

CLOSED Sunday
JOIN US!
Myron Deckard Memorial Shoot
Sunday, June 14, 2015
Danville Rifle & Pistol Club
Raffles, steel-challenge targets, door prizes.
Directions: Take Oakwood exit off I-74, 
go north four miles and turn left at 2250N.  
Range a quarter mile down on right.

Coming events  Continued
IDNR Wingshooting Clinics

May 30 & 31 - Hunters Wingshooting Clinic, Des 
Plaines Conservation Area, Wilmington, IL.  217-
785-8129.  
June 5, 6, & 7 - Becoming an Outdoors Woman 
Workshop, Oregon, IL.  http://dnr.state.il.us/lands/
Landmgt/Bow/index.htm.  
June 6  - Youth (boys and girls, ages 10 to about 
15) Wingshooting Clinic, Middle Fork State Wild-
life Area, Collison, IL.  217-497-7333.  
June 7  - Women’s (girls, ages 10 and up, and 
women) Wingshooting Clinic, Middle Fork State 
Wildlife Area, Collison, IL.  217-497-7333.  
June 13 - Youth / Women’s Wingshooting Clinic, 
Jim Edgar Panther Creek SFWA, Ashland, IL.  
217-452-7741.  
June 13 & 14 - Hunter’s Wingshooting Clinic, 
Briar Knoll Hunting & Fishing Club, Amboy, IL.  
815-857-2320.  
June 27 & 28 - Youth / Women’s Wingshooting 
Clinic, St. Charles Sportsmen’s Club, Elburn, IL.  
630-363-6180.  

Other Events of Interest
June 4 - Little Egypt Friends of NRA, 5:30 pm, 
The Pavillion, Marion, IL; Evelyn Gates, 317-674-
3672; egates56@frontier.com 
June 6 – South Suburban Police Pistol League, 
30 round Bullseye matches, 9 am to 5 pm, Mid-
lothian, IL.  Norm Pestlin, 708-532-4743 
June 9 – Knox County Riflemen monthly meeting, 
7pm, VFW Post 2257, Galesburg, IL.  Facebook.
com/knoxriflemen. 
June 13 - Rifle Matches, ICLEA, Crescent City, 
IL.  iclea2001@hotmail.com.  
June 20 & 21 - Father’s Day Pistol Match, ICLEA, 
Crescent City, IL.  iclea2001@hotmail.com.  

Youth (ages 10-15) and Women’s Wingshooting Clinics are being held around Illinois 
this summer, including at the Middle Fork State Wildlife Area near Collison, IL, on June 
6 & 7.  Expert instruction at no cost to participants.  Lunch, shotguns, shells, targets, 
safety equipment - all is provided by the sponsors.  And it’s fun!  See the Illinois Dept. 
of Natural Resources for info, or call 217-497-7333.
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State Line Rifle Association
 
Proud sponsor of Brownell’s NRA Day Family Fun Shoot.
In affiliation with: NRA, ISRA, GOA, IFOR, CMP, GSL, 
MCSA

Monthly meetings on the fourth Tuesday each 
month at 7pm
American Legion
111 E Main Street
Round Lake Park, IL 60073
 

www.statelinerifle.com   
see us on Facebook

“An influential voice in 
advancing armed self-
defense ‘north of I-80’ ”

For each year you sign up or 
renew your membership in 
Guns Save Life, and you can 
sign up another individual 
for an annual membership for 
only $20 more.  

Like you, they will enjoy 
full membership privileges 
in Guns Save Life, includ-
ing delivery of GunNews to 

their mailbox each month.  
And they will thank you for 
introducing them to Guns 
Save Life!  Limited time offer.  
Enroll now!  

No limit on this deal.  For 
example:  sign up for a three-
year membership or renewal, 
you can sign up three new 
members for $20 each.

A SCREAMING GOOD DEAL!

Sign up a friend for 
only $20 more...

 

Join Guns Save Life
Name

Address

City                                                                     State             ZIP

Telephone (for urgent alerts only)                      E-mail

Dues:

Donations:

Is this a gift membership?  If so, from whom:

_______   $30 - Annual membership
_______   $20 - Sign up a friend bonus
            (with a regular annual membership)
_______   $90 - Three-year membership
_______ $1000 - Life Membership 
_______  $500 - Life Membership Age 65+

_______   Legal Defense Fund donation
_______   Range Acquisition Fund donation
_______   Burma-style Sign Fund donation

_______    Total Enclosed

We encourage anyone who supports civil rights, particularly the civil right of 
self-defense to join with us in our battle to retain and restore our civil rights.  

Clip this application and mail it along with your check to 
GunsSaveLife, PO Box 51, Savoy, IL 61874.   Thanks!

Do you like GunNews?  Would you 
like it delivered to your house each 
month so you can stay up to date on 
the latest news, politics and informa-
tion?

Join the family today.  It’s just $30 
each year and that allows us to 
continue our good work, including 
publication of GunNews each month.

Membership has its privileges and 
rewards.

*  Acess to GSL’s Legal Defense 
Fund in event of an improper arrest.

*  Guns Save Life is a CMP club.  
Visit thecmp.org to order an M1 Ga-
rand rifle for $495 to $695.

*  Discounts for GSL members.  
Members get it cheaper.

*  GunNews mailed to your house 
each month.  No more hoping some-
one dropped them off at your favorite 
sporting goods shop.

*  Ownership in our famous high-
way sign program.  Yes, you may 
call them “your own” when telling 
friends about them.

*  Helping to educate non-gun 
owners in Illinois and beyond in the 
proven benefits of firearm ownership.

Join the family today.  Welcome 
home!

JOIN THE GUNS SAVE LIFE 
FAMILY TODAY.

SIGN UP HERE.

If you need additional cards, 
mail a self-addressed, stamped 
envelope to:

Guns Save Life
PO Box 51
Savoy, IL 61874-0051

Cards are available 4 / $1 to cover 
our printing costs.

We have noticed your sign, and will respect your wishes

BY DOING BUSINESS ELSEWHERE.

Where can I get those “No Guns” cards?

Guns Save Life furnishes new members 
with a few “No Guns” cards with their 
membership materials.  

Join Guns Save Life today.
Get •	 GunNews delivered to your mailbox each month!
Stay up to date on the latest news and information about •	
gun rights in Illinois and beyond.
Learn how to better protect yourself and your family.•	
Access to GSL’s legal defense fund to fight improper arrest.•	
Network with like-minded, pro-gun folks.•	
Support freedom and liberty.  •	
Defend your right to defend yourself.•	


