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GSL Celebrates 20 Years!
Hollianne and Olivia Logue are pictured here at one of our previous meetings.  GSL cel-
ebrates 20 years of growth and exciting gun rights advocacy.  For more photos, turn to page 

GSL Chicago:  Gretchen Fritz Jun. 28th
Guns Save Life’s Chicago meeting will be Sunday, June 28th at the Oak Lawn VFW Post 
5220, 9514 South 52nd Ave., Oak Lawn, IL 60453.  Dinner and conversation at 4pm, 
Meeting business begins at 5:30pm.  Firearms are welcome!  Bring your friends, family 
and neighbors.  The meeting is open to all and it’s free.  Get there early to take advantage 
of a tasty buffet-style dinner.  Gretchen Fritz, co-host of On Target Radio will be our main 
speaker.

July 2015 
Guns Save Life Meetings

Champaign:  • Second Tuesday of month:  Tues., July 14th  
Fluid Events, 601 N. Country Fair Drive, Champaign, IL 61821
Pontiac:  • First Tuesday of month:  Tuesday, July 7th 
Pontiac VFW Post 886, 531 W. Lincoln Ave., Pontiac, Illinois 61764
Peoria:  • First Thurs. of the month:  Thursday, July 2nd  
Childers Banquet and Catering Center, 3113 Dries Lane,                   
Peoria, IL  61604
Charleston:  • Second Wed. of the month: Wed.,  July 8th 
VFW, 1821 20th St., Charleston, IL. 
Chicago: •	  Sunday, June 28th at Oak Lawn VFW Post 5220, 9514 
South 52nd Ave., Oak Lawn, IL 60453.  Dinner and conversation at this 
location at 4pm, Meeting at 5:30pm

Dinner, conversation, exhibits at 5:00 p.m.  Meetings at 7 p.m.

Come on out and join us.  Meetings are free and open to public.  
Dinner is optional. 

Good food and good friends. It’s a lot of fun too!

Dear Police:
THANK YOU
Police officers put their health and 
well-being on the line everyday to 
help maintain law and order in our 
society from America’s biggest cities 
to the most rural locales.  

They do their jobs professionally, 
even for their most vocal and some-
times violent critics.  

Among some, the latest fad is to 
bash the badge and those wearing 
it.  In many cases, critics are show-
ing not only their ignorance of the 
law but their own bigotry as well.  In 
other cases, they and their race-hus-
tling lawyers attack police actions to 
win a cash settlement.

In some circles, this visceral hatred 
for police spans generations, and 
cooperation with police is near zero, 
yet these same people expect police 
to single-handedly stop criminal 
violence in their communities. 

In this time when our men and wom-
en of law enforcement are ridiculed, 
bad-mouthed, second-guessed and 
maligned, we at Guns Save Life 
would like to say “thank you, law 
enforcement, for the work you do”.

Thank you for standing between 
us good people and the criminal 
element.  Thank you for maintaining 
order and deterring criminal acts.  
Thank you for the work you do help-
ing to keep us and our families safe.

We invite our friends to join us 
and take the time to thank a police 
officer.  It’s the classy thing to do 
to show support for the men and 
women who help keep us safe and 
maintain some semblance of order.  
We’re pretty sure most of them will 
appreciate the kind words of sup-
port, a welcome change from the 
more typical verbal and physical at-
tacks they face almost every shift.

photo courtesy Magnum Essential Equipment

GSL Champaign:  Alan Gottlieb!
Guns Save Life’s special guest speaker in Champaign for our July 14th meeting will be Alan 
Gottlieb, the head of the Second Amendment Foundation.  He’ll be joining us to discuss 
where we’ve been as gun owners and where we’re headed, thanks in part to the many court 
actions undertaken by SAF.  



Running the beer tent at the Fair was the 
primary annual fundraiser for the group, and 
after 55 years, the Fair Board has displaced 
them.  Not only that, the DAV built the beer 
tent pavilion, adding to it and improving it 
over the years.  The DAV has put $55,000 
into construction of that pavilion, but the 
Fair Board says the DAV doesn’t own it.  
The DAV will be picketing at the fair this 
year, urging people to not patronize the 
beer tent.  

CTO Table
Todd and Caleb Williams of Cross Trail Out-
fitters spoke briefly, thanking GSL for their 
support and their permission to have a table 
at the meeting selling fundraising tickets to 
send CTO boys on a summer camp.  First 
prize is a shotgun, OR an IPAD Air 2, so 
even non-gunners can feel good about buy-
ing a ticket and helping the boys.  

Speaker Coordinator Needs Your Help
Troy Hinds wants your help.  He’s looking 
for leads to identifying and securing new 
and interesting speakers for our meetings.  
If you know of a possibility, let Troy know.  
His info is on page 22 of every issue.  

He is also asking for help running down 
some loose ends via phone calls.  Got 
a few minutes you could donate to help 
the cause (and perhaps bring in a good 
speaker you would like to hear), by all 
means contact Troy.  

Next month:  Alan Gottlieb
Troy also mentioned that next month would 
be a GREAT month to invite someone to 
the Champaign GSL meeting, as our main 
speaker is slated to be nationally-known 
gun rights advocate Alan Gottlieb of the 
Second Amendment Foundation.  

GSL Champaign - June 9, 2015
Meeting Notes by John Naese

Welcome
GSL President Bear St. Pierre brought the 
meeting to order at 7 pm, led the Pledge of 
Allegiance, and asked first time visitors to 
rise and introduce themselves, and where 
they’re from.  He then gave his President’s 
Report.

Bear filled us in on some of the details of 
our first Chicago GSL meeting.  A room 
that could hold two hundred was about half 
full, and it was a success.  Chicago GSL 
Coordinator Alfreda Keller now has a 
team to assist her, and the next meeting 
has been set for June 28.  Meetings will 
continue to be held on weekends to avoid 
rush hour traffic and give more people the 
opportunity to attend.  They already have a 
list of speakers lined up through September.  
Bear is very excited about our expansion, 
and wants all GSL members to be a part of 
it.  See the President’s Report on page 17.  

Executive Director’s Report 
John Boch
John began by wishing Guns Save Life 
a happy birthday, as it was 20 years ago 
now that the organization that became GSL 
began meeting.  Birthday cake was served, 
alongside the excellent food that was avail-
able before the meeting.  “GSL is almost old 
enough to drink,” quipped Boch.  

Good National News
John reported on good things happening 
for gun freedom all over the country.  Maine 
is a whisker away from joining about six 
other states with Constitutional Carry (that 
is, no permit required).  Alabama approved 
permitless carry of loaded guns in cars.  (In 
New Jersey, that will get you 10 years.)  
Florida, Oklahoma, and Texas have all 
approved some form of allowing guns in 
schools.  

Illinois News - Not As Good
In Illinois, John reported, all of our good 
pro-gun bills have been held up in commit-
tee, with one exception.  Senate President 
John Cullerton has prevented those bills 
from getting a fair up or down vote.  The 
one bill that did come out was a “clean up” 
bill, fixing some technical language in the 
CCW law.  The main improvement it pro-
vided was to allow gun sales to go forward 
at the Amateur Trapshooting Association’s 
Grand American tournament, held each 
year at Sparta, IL.  Even that bill was gutted 
by Cullerton, removing language allowing 
active duty military to get an Illinois CCW.  

John urged everyone who is the constituent 
of a downstate senator to write to their sen-
ator and write letters to the editor of local 
papers, asking why Cullerton is preventing 
fair up or down votes on gun bills and why 
their local senator hasn’t pushed Cullerton 
off his obstructionism.  

TSA Fail
In another example of government promis-
ing protection and failing to deliver, audit 
teams were sent to Transportation Secu-
rity Administration (TSA) checkpoints at 
airports, and were successful in getting past 
the checkpoints with guns or explosives 
NINETY FIVE percent of the time.  In re-
sponse, a NY State Democrat is proposing 
more gun bans!

Chicago Meeting
John told a few more stories about the 
Chicago meeting of GSL.  Mayor Rahm 
Emmanuel, he of more gun control is the 
answer fame, was a no show at the GSL 
meeting.  However, John was heartened 
that the first thing he saw upon entering 
the Oak Lawn VFW was a sign that said 
“Guns Welcome”.  More about that meeting 
elsewhere in this issue.  

Chuck’s Rally
John had some good stories to tell as 
well about the pro-gun counter-protest at 
Chuck’s Guns in Riverdale.  This is the third 
time in less than a year that anti-gunners 
have showed up there to try to blame the 
law abiding for Chicago’s crime problems.  
John Riggio, owner of Chuck’s Guns, ex-
pressed his gratitude for all the pro gunners 
who have shown up, including this time.  
John showed off his favorite sign for the 
counter-protest:  a handmade sign that said 
“Armed Blacks Don’t Get Oppressed”.  He 
said he thought that several of the bussed-
in protesters may have had some second 
thoughts about what they were doing after 
seeing that sign.  

HOOAH Golfing for Heroes Fundraiser
Wendy Boch was present, and left informa-
tion on each table for the HOOAH (Healing 
Outside Of A Hospital) wounded veterans 
program.  The event, which includes a 
golf scramble, silent auction, friendship, 
and a benefit dinner will be held starting 
at noon on September 26th at the Pontiac 
Elks Club.  Single registrations are $80, 
and a team of four can register together for 
$320.  The event includes 18 holes of golf, 
cart rental, refreshments, and dinner.  For 
information, contact Wendy Boch via email 
at wendala2@gmail.com, or call 815-848-
6248.  Please 
consider participat-
ing or helping.  All 
it takes is one to 
affect the lives of 
many!

Disabled Ameri-
can Veterans and 
the Champaign 
County Fair Board
Marty Poling, 
commander of the 
local DAV, reported 
that the DAV lost 
its battle with 
the Champaign 
County Fair Board.  
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Burma-style highway sign count:  
24 sets, 10 counties, two states.  
500,000+ sightings per day, 182+ million per year

GUNS SAVE LIFE.com

Guns Save Life
Champaign-Urbana

Dean Rothermel speaks to the audience.  
His wife, Sharon, is pictured over his 
shoulder.

Marty Poling, 
commander of 
the Champaign 
County Disabled 
American Veterans 
organization.

No fish story
Dr. Dan Metz talks about his big 
game hunting experiences from 
Zimbabwe.

GSL President Bear St. Pierre with 
Dan Davies, winner of the Glock 19.  
It’s Dan’s second win in about a year!  
Congratulations.

GunNews Distribution
As you may already know, bundles of 
GunNews for Champaign and surrounding 
counties are dropped off at High Caliber 
Training Center in Urbana (they will usually 
be there about 8 days after the Champaign 
GSL meeting) and members can take them 
and place them at willing commercial loca-
tions - sporting goods stores, restaurants, 
truck stops, car repair shops, and other 
locations.  There is now a sign out sheet 
at High Caliber.  When you pick up papers 
to distribute, please sign that sheet and let 
us know approximately how many you’re 
taking and where approximately you intend 
to place them.  This will help us get a better 
handle on where the paper is available and 
how many we need to print.  Thanks for 
your help in getting the GunNews out.  

Following our speakers, we gave away a 
table full of door prizes and Dan Davies 
won the Glock 19, our gun of the month.  
Come out next month and you can meet 
Alan Gottlieb and win a S&W Shield 9mm.

Caleb and Todd Williams, manning the 
Cross Trails Outfitters table.  
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Next Month

Alan Gottlieb 
The Second Amendment Foundation’s 
head will be coming out from Washington 
State to join us to discuss where we’ve 
been and where we’re headed.  The 
SAF are the people who brought us the 
landmark Heller & McDonald cases and 
got Illinois the right-to-carry via court 
wins.

Tech Time:  CZ’s new Scorpion.  In 
a subgun configuration, of course.  For 
hypothetical and informational use only.

Special Guest: Sierra Wachala 
and her new service dog GSL members 
helped her acquire.

The gun:  S&W Shield 9mm.

URBANA AMERICAN 
LEGION POST 71

and
SONS OF 

AMERICAN LEGION
SQUADRON 71

Supporting Our Troops &
Our 2nd Amendment Rights

Urbana American Legion Post 71
107 N. Broadway Ave.

Urbana, IL 61801
(217)367-3121

Open Daily 10 am to 2 am. 
THE PUBLIC IS WELCOME!

$100.00 off Banquet rental for GSL members.

Main Speaker
Daniel Metz
Big Game Hunting in Africa
Dan introduced himself as probably the only 
full professor at the University of Illinois En-
gineering Department that is a Life Member 
of the NRA.  

Before getting into his Africa stories, he 
related a story that just happened to him 
today.  He has a Federal Firearms License, 
and he got a visit today from a very nice U 
of I police officer, who said they were visit-
ing all the local FFL’s to remind them NOT 
to sell guns to terrorists.  Really.  

Going on to tonight’s subject, Dan related 
that there is lots of information available 
out there, and you should do your home-
work before planning an African hunting 
trip.  There are also conventions - the Safari 
Club and others - that you can attend to get 
the info you need.  

Something else you should do is practice 
shooting - with the guns that you will be 
using.  If you only wound some of the big 
game in Africa, the roles will suddenly be 
reversed, and the wounded animal may 
come to see you about it.  

Before leaving, you need to file a Form 
4457, which is a list of all the expensive 
items you are taking, including guns.  This 
establishes that you owned the stuff before 
you left, and did not buy it overseas and 
attempt to avoid paying taxes on it.  

Of course, you will need a passport and 
visas to some countries.  Many African 
countries want your cash, and will usually 
sell you a visa on the spot after you land.  
In response to an audience question, he 
said that it used to be that you had to get a 
whole raft of inoculations before leaving, but 
that’s usually not the case now.  Also Ebola 
was not a problem, as that is generally 
confined to west Africa, and he was hunting 
the southern portion of the continent, in the 
South Africa and Zimbabwe regions.  

Also on a medical note, AIDS is a problem 
throughout Africa.  On one trip, he was shot 
accidentally in the foot, handing his rifle 
up while climbing a hill.  They took him to 
the hospital and he was adamant with the 
doctor - NO blood transfusions, as about 
one in four people there carry the HIV virus.  
Luckily his wound was minor and no blood 
was needed.  

As to getting there, there’s no real choice 
for international flights but to fly into Johan-
nesburg in South Africa.  The flight costs 
about $2500, and is 19 hours long.  How 
long is that?  Dan said you’ve watched 
three movies and eaten four meals - and 
then you realize there’s still six hours to go.  
And that’s just the first leg of the journey.  
Then there’s the short haul flight to Zim-
babwe, and then a bush plane out to the 
hunting camp.  

Costs are extensive, and not for the faint of 
heart.  In addition to the flights, you will pay 
fees and / or give tips to your professional 
hunter (PH), the game scout (who is a gov-
ernment agent and in addition to scouting 
makes sure the laws are followed and the 
fees are paid), trackers, skinners, and camp 
personnel who do cooking, laundry, and 
camp maintenance.  You also need to pay a 

trophy fee for each animal you take; the fee 
varies from $150 for an impala to $17,000 
for an elephant.  

Dan said he thinks Zimbabwe is the best 
place to hunt big African game.  The outfit-
ters were professional there, and everything 
went smoothly.  

A day in the hunt
A typical day of hunting starts with “early 
to rise” about 4 am.  The trackers take the 
lead, and they are phenomenal!  You’ll gen-
erally drive along a trail or dirt road until the 
tracker sees something.  If it looks promis-
ing, then you’ll get out and walk - perhaps 
for many hours - as the trackers do their 
thing.  They can tell not only what animal, 
but the size, sex, and how long ago the ani-
mal was there, just by a footprint that Dan 
said he sometimes couldn’t even see.  

There are three types of hunts:  plains 
game, dangerous game, and exotic game.  
Rhinos are generally no longer hunted due 
to their dwindling numbers.  Elephants, on 
the other hand, are plentiful, despite what 
you may read in the media.  US law no lon-
ger allows the importation of ivory, but it can 
be sold in Africa, and the tusks sold there 
may just pay for most of your trip.  

Hunting can be done in national parks, 
communal /tribal areas (called “campfire” 
areas), and game ranches.  Dan avoids 
the game ranches as not sporting.  It may 
be 75,000 acres, but there’s still a fence 
around it.  The best time to go is late May 
into June (this is the southern hemisphere, 
so this is their fall season).  

If you shoot at something, and it doesn’t go 
down right away, it may attack you.  What-
ever you do, don’t run.  Anything that runs 
is food.  Your PH, who is also armed, will be 
backing you up.  Dan told the story of his 
taking of a Cape Buffalo.  These animals 
are extremely dangerous, especially when 
wounded.  Dan got his chance, made the 
shot, and the animal went down.  His PH 
then told him to wait 30 minutes.  After the 
wait, they approached v-e-r-y slowly, and 
then at a distance, circled to the side away 
from the animal’s head.  His PH then told 
Dan to shoot it again - four more times.  
Only then did they approach.  The PH knew 
that if there was any life left in that animal, 
and they got close, both of them might be 
killed.  

Dan told many more stories than are related 
in this summary.  He reported that every 
single thing that grows in Africa has thorns.  
Your legs will get shredded as you walk 
through the bush.  Dan also asked his PH 
what he should do if he saw a poacher.  
“Shoot him” was the reply.  Camouflage 
clothing is not allowed for hunters, and 
anyone hunting in camo is assumed to be a 
poacher.  Somehow we had the impression 
that shooting a poacher would not result in 
extra hunting fees or paperwork.

Dan had pictures, along with charts and info 
on costs, etc.  He stayed after the meeting 
to answer any further questions.  He was 
an interesting, entertaining, and gracious 
speaker, and GSL thanks him for sharing 
his experiences with us.  

Tech Time 
Dehumidifying Your Gun Safe
John Boch
John showed off a neat little gadget, 
about the size of a small toaster.  It was a 
dehumidifier that uses Peltier technology, 
something John doesn’t understand.  All he 
knows is that he keeps it running inside his 
gun safe and it gently warms the air by a 
few degrees and pulls out humidity, keeping 
things dry.  

If your gun 
safe is located 
in a garage or 
basement, you 
will need to do 
something to 
keep the humid-
ity from rusting 
your guns.  
Rather than de-
humidifying the 
entire garage 
or basement 
space, you can 
just take care 
of the air inside 
the safe. 

This Eva-Dry 1100 unit has a small foot-
print, takes up very little room, and only 
needs the pint-sized reservoir to be emptied 
every week or so.  It uses a small wall-wart 
transformer, and eats about 50 watts of 
electricity.  The cord passes out the small 
hole in the back of the safe and plugs 
into the wall.  It’s a small investment ($60 
at Walmart.com, delivered to your local 
Walmart store) that pays big dividends in 
keeping your firearms rust-free in otherwise 
humid locations.

Sue Wade of Paracord Concepts was at 
the meeting, working behind her table on 
“all things paracord”.  She donated a nice 
paracord bracelet to our door prize table.  
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GSL Board Meeting Notes
Tuesday, April 28, 2016
Liberty Commons Mgt. Center
1776 Independence Avenue
Urbana, IL  61801

Attendees:  Eric St Pierre, President; John 
Boch, Executive Director; Adrienne Logue, Vice-
President; Larry Shurbet, Treasurer; David Pike, 
Immediate Past President; Dean Rothermel, Di-
rector; Steve Schnurbusch, Director; Troy Hinds, 
Speaker Coordinator; George Irick, Director; 
Mindy Gardner, Director; Peter Wheeler, Director; 
Rachael Puckett, Burma Shave Sign Coordina-
tor, John Naese, Gun News Editor; Jim Henry, 
Gun Show Coordinator; Lois Morton, Corporate 
Secretary

Thank You
Before the meeting began, Dean Rothermel gave 
a gracious “thank you” to everyone who sent 
cards and called during his recent time away.  It 
was nice to have him in attendance.  

Meeting was called to order at 6:11 p.m.  Motion 
to approve March minutes was made by David 
Pike; seconded by Adrienne Logue; minutes 
approved.  

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: John Boch reported 
that the NRA Convention went well and was well 
attended.  He was able to make several new 
connections, as well as reinforcing some pres-
ent ones.  Col. David Grossman was one of the 
speakers at the conference; John was able to 
speak with him and invite him to speak at a GSL 
meeting sometime in 2016.  
John invited those who could to attend the May 
2015 GSL meeting in Pontiac, IL as a show of 
support.  John also reported that Gun News has 
been distributed in Chicago.  

PRESIDENT’S REPORT: Bear reports that 
progress continues regarding “Authorize.net” 
as the official credit card company for GSL; he 
also spoke about “Wild Apricot”, a management 
software program, which could be used to assist 
with membership management.
Bear discussed the possibility of having Taya 
Kyle (widow of Chris Kyle, American Sniper) 
come to speak in February of 2016.  GSL would 
need support from the community to advertise 
this meeting.  He spoke about meeting with local 
radio stations to see if there would be interest 
and if they would advertise for this meeting.  

EFFINGHAM MEETING: John Boch reports that 
there were 40 in attendance.  Kent Metzger has 
stepped down as coordinator of the Effingham 
monthly meeting; Dave Clark also indicated that 
he won’t be able to run the meetings; Bill Har-
rison indicated that he would step up into leader-
ship if we moved the meeting to Charleston.  
John recommends making the move, effective 
June 2015. 

Adrienne made a motion to move the monthly 
Effingham GSL meetings to Charleston; motion 
was seconded by Mindy Gardner; motion passed.  

GUN NEWS: Both John Naese and John Boch 

spoke about the need for additional assistance in 
preparing the monthly GunNews.  John Naese is 
willing to train any and all interested persons.  

John Naese also made a motion to have GSL 
sponsor the upcoming Project Appleseed at 
Darnall’s, scheduled for June 6 & 7, 2015; motion 
was seconded by Peter Wheeler; motion passed.  

Bear spoke about his goal of having Gun News 
pay for itself through advertising.

SPEAKER COORDINATOR: Troy reports that he 
has had great luck in procuring women speak-
ers for upcoming meetings!  He also reports that 
a few of the women are from the Chicago area, 
and that they would be willing to speak at any 
upcoming Chicago GSL meetings.  

SIGN COMMITTEE: Rachel spoke with a 
landowner who initially offered his fence for GSL 
signage.  Apparently, this man’s neighbor (who 
owns part of the fence) has decided not to go 
along with GSL’s request.  The Congerville Gun 
Club will continue to seek out a landowner who 
would be amenable to having GSL signs on his 
property.  

Rachel also reports that she is looking into a 6 x 
12 foot trailer in Monticello.  

TRADE SHOW COMMITTEE: Jim reports that he 
hasn’t attended any shows recently.  

OLD BUSINESS: Bear spoke about an affiliate 
membership program, which would bring in ad-
ditional income for GSL.  He also is looking for 
ways to have the monthly GSL meetings become 
more appealing to women and kids.  Ideas 
included prizes for all the kids in attendance; 
specific prizes for women; having a kid-focused 
GSL meeting; having a youth-focused meeting in 
August.  A motion was made by Mindy Gardner to 
have the youth-focused GSL meeting in August; 
seconded by Adrienne; Dean, Steve and George 
abstain; motion passed.

David Pike made a motion to allow affiliate mem-
berships; seconded by Adrienne; motion passed.  

NEW BUSINESS: There was discussion about 
having the fee for the “Sign up a Friend” mem-
berships increased to $20.00, effective June 1, 
2015.  David Pike made a motion to increase 
the Sign up a Friend memberships to $20.00; 
seconded by Dean; motion passed.  

David Pike made a motion to have family mem-
berships at a cost of $50.00, effective June 1, 
2015; seconded by Dean; motion passed.  

David Pike made a motion to have business 
memberships at a cost of $50.00; seconded by 
Troy; motion passed.  

David Pike made a motion to sponsor Chris 
Betley in his appearance at the Bianchi Cup; 
seconded by Pete Wheeler; opposed by Steve; 
abstained by Mindy; motion passed.  

David Pike made a motion to adjourn; seconded 
by John; motion passed; meeting adjourned.

Dewitt County Sportsman’s Club
Clinton, IL

Now seeking new members.  
ACT NOW!

Come join a growing club, with dual, independent 
ranges, a nice clubhouse and permissive rules which 
allow shooters to practice shooting from hol-
sters, double-taps and so forth.  Centrally located 
on Route 10, six miles east of Clinton, IL (15423 
State Highway 10).  Great people and a warm atmo-
sphere.  Facilities include a 100 yard rifle range 
range, handgun range, clubhouse, and more.  An 
archery range is also available.  Dues are $50/year 
plus two work days.

You can download an application at 
our website: dewittcountysc.com  or 
by mailing a request to Dewitt Co. 
Sportsman’s Club; PO Box 322; Clin-
ton, IL 61727 

Looking for a place to shoot?
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Charleston!
Meeting notes by Bill Harrison 
The inaugural meeting of GSL Charleston 
was held at the Veterans of Foreign Wars 
Post 1592 on Wednesday, June 10, 2015.  
A very impressive turnout of 60-70 attend-
ees were present for fine meal catered by 
Country Catering as well as some very 
interesting presentations.

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM 
by Bill Harrison, who led the audience in 
the Pledge of Allegiance.  Nearly two dozen 
were at their first GSL meeting, and they 
were recognized and welcomed.  All veter-
ans were asked to stand and given a round 
of applause for their service.

Bill Harrison and Justin Bawcum introduced 
themselves as the newly serving Charleston 
Regional Co-Coordinators for GSL.

Four of the GSL Corporate officers were 
present and were introduced, including 
Executive Director, John Boch; Executive 
Secretary, Tammy Williams; Treasurer, 
Larry Shurbet, and Gun & Trade Show 
Coordinator, Jim Henry.

History of GSL
John Boch elaborated on the 20 year 
history of GSL, including its initiation as 
a grassroots subcommittee of the Illinois 
State Rifle Association which first met in 
Rantoul in 1995 and how we’ve grown and 
evolved since then.  For a quick history, turn 
to page 13.

Executive Director’s Notes
John updated the faithful present on the 
latest news and political information.  (For 
more on this, turn to page two.)  

He did mention how his wife Wendy, is very 
active with the Hooah Deer Hunt for Heroes 
Program, which is has been created to help 
wounded veterans being transitioned out of 
the service due to their injuries.

GSL also supports the Honor Flight which 
sends World War II veterans to travel to 
Washington DC at no charge.

One attendee noted that the VFW has a 
posted “No Guns” sign, but John’s previous 
response was that IF you do have per-
mission from someone with a controlling/
proprietary interest in the business, then it 
would be permissible to carry there as you 
would be carrying with their permission, and 
not through your carry license.  In the case 
of our meeting, it is held in a dining area 
separate from their bar and gaming areas 
and the entrance we use is not posted 
“no guns”.

GSL Treasurer, Larry Shurbet, announced 
the fund raiser for GSL Director, Dean Ro-
thermel of Homer, who will be undergoing 
exhaustive treatment for Cancer.  Several 
very desirable firearms have been provided 
for gun draws, with limits on the number of 
the tickets to be sold.

Door Prizes & Drawings
Several nice items were given away for 
door prizes, including a coupon for an Apple 
Seed event, trophy mount boards, a box of 
.22 Long Rifle ammo, hats, lights, ammo 
boxes & more.

Scott Thompson of Mattoon held the match-

ing ticket for the drawing for the choice of a 
pair of new sheath knives, and Larry Johns 
of Charleston held the matching ticket for 
the new Smith & Wesson SD9VE 9mm 
pistol.

Coming up next month
Our next meeting will be held at the 
Charleston VFW on July 8 and there will be 
a drawing for another knife and a Savage 
Model 350 18 1/2” barrel 12 GA pump Shot-
gun, furnished by Liberty Guns of Homer, 
IL.

Main Speaker
Sgt. Garrett Anderson (retired) 
Garrett Anderson is one of those remark-
able young Americans who joined the 
military to serve his country.  He left high 
school to enter the military in 1998, serv-
ing as an infantryman.  He was selected 
to receive extensive training to become a 
military sniper.  He was stationed in Korea 
when September 11th happened.  Months 
later, he was stationed in Bulgaria for more 
training, where he was told that he would 
be going to Iraq soon. He returned to the 
US for an additional six months of training.  
Two weeks before he deployed to Iraq, he 
got married.  

The first day he was there he was greeted 
by the unrelenting heat of the day and 
incoming fire.  Welcome to Iraq.

He said they were helping the locals and 
getting results in their mission.  “It wasn’t 
bad for a war zone,” he said.

On October 14th, 2005, he was on patrol.  
He enjoyed watching the sunrise that morn-
ing and then a call came in for them.  On 
the way, his vehicle was hit by an IED - two 
large M155 rounds went off under him.  He 
lost most of his right arm, breaking his jaw 
and inflicting a traumatic brain injury.  

He recalled that despite his terrible wounds, 
his comrades had him at a Level III casualty 
hospital within ten minutes.  “The last thing 
I heard them say was ‘get the bone saw’.  
The first thing I thought was that I’ll never 
clap again and the second thing was that 
my wife was going to kill me,” he said.

He was very complimentary for the prompt 
and excellent medical attention he received.   
He was treated at Walter Reed Army Medi-
cal Center for 8 months. He stated that they 

needed to teach him what the “new normal” 
was going to be for him.  He now has a 
functional prosthesis for his right hand and 
he does not hesitate to extend it when 
greeting someone.

He related that he was one of the early 
casualties and despite setbacks, he has 
mastered the “impossible”.  “Sometimes 
when I get down, I think back to my fellow 
servicemen who didn’t make it.  I know feel-
ing sorry for myself doesn’t honor their sac-
rifice - and it lets our enemies have a victory 
over me, which they will never have.”

“I’m not going to let terrorists win.  I’m going 
to be successful,” Anderson said.  Since 
coming back and adjusting to the new nor-
mal, he and his wife have finished college 
degrees.  She’s a lawyer and he’s working 
on his Master’s degree at the University of 
Illinois.  They have two daughters and An-
derson says he looks at what’s happened 
as a gift.  “I’m retired at 35 and can spent 
lots of time with my kids and family.”

The audience gave him a lengthy standing 
ovation as he finished his inspiring presen-
tation.  

Tech Time 
Justin Bawcum 
Ghillie Suits and more
For Tech Time, GSL member Justin Baw-
cum (pictured above) displayed Ghillie Suits 
and a camouflage blanket which he had 
constructed for use during his active duty 
assignments as a sniper in Afghanistan. He 
still uses them on occasion while hunt-
ing.  He also showed his rifle, which has a 
shorter barrel but is similar to the one he 
used as a sniper in the military.  

Justin noted that during his deployment on 
active duty, he would normally be assigned 
as a member of a seven-man team.  As a 

sniper, he was a primary target for enemy 
snipers.  He learned to carry his sniper rifle 
vertically at his side so that its extended 
length would not be easily identified.  

He explained that considerable preparation 
would be made upon arrival at a Forward 
Observation Base (FOB), including pre-
paring of charts containing distance to 
numerous points to assist with rifle settings 
for specific shots.  Each of the numerous 
mountains were given code names so that 
artillery support could be directed to those 
points quickly and accurately.  

For long range targets, spotting scopes 
were used. A usual range might be 600 to 
800 yards, unless they were being over-
run by an enemy force.  Justin’s unit was 
overrun one night, however, and Justin es-
caped death because his chest armor plate 
stopped 7 rounds, allowing him to return fire 
and “neutralize” his attacker.  

Justin explained that a normal pack that 
was carried might easily weigh 200 lbs. 
including ammunition and water. His com-
mander was adamant about being fully 
equipped at all times, but due to the ter-
rain and the ambient temperature greatly 
exceeding 100º during the day, responses 
were frequently given to explain why equip-
ment might not be complete with the simple 
statement, “It is HOT!”

Like Sgt. Anderson, Justin also indicated 
that he is still very cautious and notices 
things which just do not seem to be right, 
such as suspicious looking containers ob-
served along roadways.  

Garrett Anderson, a wounded warrior with an unflappable, unstop-
pable attitude, was our main speaker.  He’s learned how to live life 
to its fullest with his “new normal”, in part to honor those who didn’t  
make it back, and in part to spite those who tried to kill him.

Tech Time was a precision shooting Remington 7.62x51 rifle, all 
tricked out, a Leupold spotting scope - indispensable for identify-
ing potential targets and spotting hits at targets a third of a mile 
or more away, and all the accountrements, including personal 
camouflage setups including ghillie suits.

Scott Thompson, right, won the bonus 
drawing for a very nice set of sheathed 
knives (destined for his son).  Larry Johns 
won the S&W 9mm pistol, provided by 
Hickory Ridge Outfitters.
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SANGAMON COUNTY RIFLE 
ASSOCIATION
“Right Reason on Second Amendment Rights”

August 28th, 29th, & 30th

Sangamon Co. Rifle Association
www.sangamoncorifleassociation.org

Don Gwinn, Chairman  | don.m.gwinn@gmail.com | (217) 502-2452

Regular monthly meetings take place the 
first Monday of each month at 6:30 p.m.

KC Banquet Hall
2200 S. Meadowbrook Rd

Springfield, Illinois  

The next meeting of the Sangamon County Rifle Association will be on 

Monday, July 6th
Come out and join us!  It’s fun. The public is encouraged to attend.  

Phil Davis, above, shows off one of his family of Sig-Sauer 
1911-style pistols. 

SCRA’s Don Gwinn opened the June 
meeting of the faithful with the Pledge 
of Allegiance and then recognized the 
veterans in the audience.  

He then introduced Darin LaHood, an 
Illinois state senator who is running 
for the Republican nomination for 
the special election to replace Aaron 
Schock in Illinois 18th Congressional 
District.  LaHood touted his strong 
Second Amendment support and his 
past roles in Illinois concealed carry 
law and other pro-gun legislation he’s 
been involved with in his time in the 
General Assembly.  Before serv-
ing in the legislature, he was a local 
and federal prosecutor.  He’s been 
endorsed by both the NRA and the 
ISRA in the race.

Mr. Gwinn welcomed Guns Save 
Life’s Executive Director John Boch 
to talk about our Chicago grassroots 
meeting held two days before.  “It 
was a big success,” Boch noted, say-
ing that we had a great turnout, and 

a leadership team was rounded out 
for future, regular monthly meetings 
there.  

Mr. Boch noted that Guns Save Life 
has already set up a second meet-
ing for the last Sunday of the month, 
June 28th at the same Oak Lawn 
VFW.   We are excited to bring Guns 
Save Life-style advocacy to Chicago.  

Don Gwinn addressed the Illinois 
“clean up” bill, Senate Bill 832 and 
its provisions.  Turn to page 19 for 
a complete run-down of the bill, as 
passed by an overwhelming, bi-
partisan majority.  The governor is 
expected to sign the bill.

Phil Davis talked up a “pile” of Sig-
Sauer 1911-style pistols.  Phil likes 
Sigs and carries one just about 
everyday, everywhere he’s allowed to 
legally.  

One of his favorites is the “Scorpion” 
which comes with factory night sights 

and a cerakote finish.  One thing he’s 
lukewarm on is some of the grips are 
a little rough and act like sandpaper 
as they rub against your skin (or 
clothes) while packing it.  

Phil’s solution?  Polymerized ivory 
grip panels.  Couple those grip panels 
with a rounded mainspring makes it a 
lot more comfortable to carry.

John Boch brought a safe dehumidi-
fier and discussed how it replaces 
goldenrod safe heaters by not only 
putting out gentle heat, but also 
pulling out moisture and condensing 
it into a reservoir that needs to be 
emptied every week or so.

“For those who have a safe in a hu-
mid basement or garage - especially 
in the summer-time, this can be well 
worth the $60 or so,” Boch said.  The 
model was Eva-Dry Model 1100 and 
you can get it from Walmart.com or 
Amazon.

SCRA June:  Darin LaHood, Legislative update, Chicago & Sigs

FOR SALE:  
S&W Mod 586 revolver .357 mag, 

Blue, 6 inch bbl, adj rear sight, hard 
rubber grips, 4 speed loaders, nylon 
holster, original walnut grips and original 
shipping box. Asking $850.00.

2. Browning, FM Argentine Hi Power, 
9mm (M90), semi-auto pistol, leather 
carry holster, 7 extra magizines, speed 
loader and original shipping box. Asking 
$450.00 
w9pge@arrl.net, 217-841-0091
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Now teaching 
Illinois Concealed Carry

Training at multiple locations!
Call or see our web site for details 
and course registration materials.

Illinois-approved Concealed Carry classes | NRA Basic Pistol | Florida Non-Resident Conceal & Carry  
We Do Private Classes for Groups or Individuals.  Call for Details!

Your Certified Training Professionals!
Call us at 217 960-3070.

www.SafetysOn.com

Tuition:  $125 for Basic Pistol, $125 for IL C and C; or $200 for both 
if both classes are purchased at the same time.  

Illinois C and C for all military veterans and current military is $100.

For each class weekend, 
the first day is the 

NRA Basic Pistol Course 
(Part 1 of Illinois Conceal and 

Carry)
the second day is 

Illinois Conceal and Carry 
(Part 2 of Illinois Conceal and 

Carry)
Classes are 8am to 6pm each day

July 25 & 26 - SOLD OUT!

Upcoming Classes:  

Sept. 26 & 27
Oct. 24 & 25
Nov. 21 & 22

68% of Americans prefer living in neighborhoods with guns
(Rasmussen Reports) - American Voters 
overwhelming prefer living in a neighbor-
hood where they have the option of owning 
a gun than to live where nobody is allowed 
to be armed.
 
 A new Rasmussen Reports national tele-
phone survey finds that just 22% of Likely 

U.S. Voters would feel safer living in a 
neighborhood where nobody was allowed to 
own a gun over one where they could have 
a gun for their own protection. Sixty-eight 
percent (68%) would feel safer in a neigh-
borhood where guns are allowed, while 
10% are not sure. 

The national survey of 977 Likely Voters 
was conducted on June 8-9, 2015 by Ras-
mussen Reports. The margin of sampling 
error is +/- 3 percentage points with a 95% 
level of confidence. Fieldwork for all Ras-
mussen Reports surveys is conducted by 
Pulse Opinion Research, LLC .
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Registration Form
Critical Threat Management

____:   August 15 & 16, 2015
____:   September 12 & 13, 2015

Name:  ________________________________

Address:  ______________________________

City, State, Zip:  _________________________

Phone:  _______   Email: _________________

Bring a friend!

Name:  ________________________________

Address:  ______________________________

City, State, Zip:  _________________________

Phone:  _______   Email: _________________

Mail this form and payment to:
GSL Defense Training, LLC
21 Brookshire Green
Bloomington, IL 61704

Upon receipt, we’ll send you a welcome packet that 
includes map, directions, hotel recommendations 
and a list of suggested items to bring. 

John Boch  217 649-3702   templar223@comcast.net
John Naese  217 840-0246   johnnaese@frontier.com
Jeff Schwarm  630 605-1898  jschwarm@aol.com

Critical Threat Management
Comprehensive Force-on-Force training to overcome a violent attack

GSL Defense Training’s Critical Threat 
Management course integrates mul-
tiple layers of practical, defensive tactics 
to help keep you and your loved ones 
safer.  

This dynamic course will test your 
critical decision-making and personal 
defense skills early on in stress-filled 
scenarios against real-life adversar-
ies.  We will use airsoft guns to provide 
adrenaline-charged stress similar to 
what one might encounter in a real-life 
experience.  Students will then learn 
proven tactics and problem-solving 
skills.  

Also included:  
Unarmed defense techniques •	
taught by Krav Maga instructor
Live-fire	segment	•	 (~150 rounds) 
to	implement	&	refine	new	skills
De-escalation & disengagement•	
Mindset considerations•	
Situational	awareness	strategies•	
Much more...•	

Students will have a second try at 
scenarios similar to those initially faced, 
and others, giving them an opportunity 
to integrate new skills and tactics to live 
and win against a violent attack.

GSLDefenseTraining.com
Firearms training for everyone!

Prerequisites:  This is not entry-level mate-
rial.  An Illinois or Florida Carry License or 
proof of previous firearm training at the level 
of NRA Personal Protection in the Home or 
better is required.  This class will involve 
physical contact with others and some physi-
cal exertion (jogging short distances).  

Class Location:  Timber Pointe Outdoor 
Center, Hudson, IL (tentative)

Tuition:  $225/person
Registration includes range fees, lunch, 
snacks, drinks, class materials, safety gear 
and more.  Loaner guns and gear also avail-
able at no charge.  

Women are encouraged to attend!

by A Guns Save Life Member
(GunsSaveLife.com) - I had one of the new 
latest Steyr Aug A3s.  I emphasize HAD 
since I just got rid of it after the chrome be-
gan peeling out of two different barrels after 
less than 500 rounds each.  

Steyr USA said they would replace the 
barrel a third time, but would not address 
the issue of what was going on with their 
chrome lining process.  

No, I did not use steel Wolf ammo or bore 
solvents containing ammonia.  Quite frankly 
I’ve used steel Wolf and nasty bore solvents 
in AKs and SKSs and it never did anything 
to the chrome in those except shine it.  

I have a Beretta ARX 100 that I bought 
not long before the Aug and it has over 
1000 rds through it and no chrome issues 
whatsoever.  The Aug is now gone -- just 
replaced it with a FN Scar 16.

Please warn people to steer clear of the 
Aug until it is made with a stainless steel 
barrel or a melonite coating.

Above, a Steyr Aug A3 M1 Bore after 500 
rounds of mixed 5.56 and .223 copper 
jacket factory ammo up to 75 grain.  

No steel case ammunition was ever used.  
The barrel was marked “Made in USA” 
and the rifle was purchased new in late 
2014.  M-Pro 7 was used for cleaning.  The 
chrome was intact when new, intact at 300 
rounds, and peeling by 500 rounds.  

It must be noted this was a replacement 
barrel after the original did the same thing 
by the 500-round mark, i.e, this was the 
second new AUG barrel to flake out.  

Does Steyr have an AUG barrel problem?
Don’t let it become your problem

Cheyenne Dalton is 14. How fast can she ran the updated Auto 5 
shotgun and still hit clays?  Pretty fast, I think.

Photo and caption by Oleg Volk.
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Peoria!

July 2nd Lineup:  
Speaker:  Hannah Martin--Hannah is a 
local champion youth trap shooter and will 
speak about trap shooting, collegiate pro-
grams, area youth programs, and the Grand 
American in Sparta IL. 

Tech Time:  Jane Grogg of White Oak 
Arms--CMP Talladega Marksmanship Park 
and the White Oak sight hood tool

Drawing Gun:  Ruger LC9S

Menu:  Roasted chicken, beef lasagna, 
roasted vegetable medley, cookies, and 
drinks

 

DAVE’S 
TRADING POST

333 DERBY STREET
PEKIN, IL

309-353-7522
BUY-SELL-

TRADE 
GUNS, NEW 
AND USED

LARGE 
VARIETY OF 
RELOADING 

COMPONENTS

Over 800 Guns in Inventory!

GSL Peoria Thursday, June 4
Meeting Notes by Steve Schnurbusch & 
John Boch

GSL Peoria meeting coordinator Steve 
Schnurbusch called the meeting to order 
and led those in attendance in the Pledge of 
Allegiance.  Veterans were recognized and 
then newcomers were asked to stand and 
give their name and where they were from.  
We had several first-time attendees and 
welcomed them all.  May you all become 
regulars!

GSL Executive Director John Boch was in 
attendance and he briefed those gathered 
on several matters.  He gave an update on 
legislation in Springfield and happenings 
around the nation, and an update on the 
GSL Chicago meeting as part of his Execu-
tive Director’s report. 

He also gave a history of the past twenty 
years of Guns Save Life, from our humble 
beginnings of a half-dozen folks meeting 
in Rantoul at a Hardee’s restaurant to the 
where we are at today.  The group steadily 
grown into the nationally known entity that it 
is today with well-attended meetings in five 
cities across Illinois, a website that’s among 
the top ten firearms blogs in the nation and 
an all-volunteer GunNews publication that’s 
second to none when it comes to grass-

roots journals. 

Those in attendance especially enjoyed 
tales from past Chicago gun buy back trips. 

“It’s been a great ride, especially these last 
five or ten years.  I hope you’ll join me for 
the next ten years.  I’m sure it’s going to be 
a lot of fun!” Boch said.

Main Speaker 
Norm Parsley
Shooting Fundamentals
NRA training counselor Norm Parsley was 
the night’s main speaker.  Norm gave a 
presentation 
on shooting 
fundamentals 
that sometimes 
people who 
think of them-
selves as more 
experienced will 
overlook.  

Fundamentals 
start with a 
position and 
Norm covered 
the isosceles 
and modified 
Weaver stances.  Norm emphasized the im-
portance of a high grip on a handgun along 
with pushing outward with the strong hand 
and pulling inward with the support hand for 
additional stability.  Sight alignment, sight 
picture, and trigger control are then added 
to the solid position.  Finally, follow through 
wraps everything up and is essential for an 
accurate shot.  

Asked what he thought was the most 
important fundamental, Mr. Parsley said 
“trigger control” was probably one of the 
most critical.

John Gillespie, left, won the Glock 43 acquired from SIPCO Products.   He’s 
smiling on the inside, where it counts!

Steve Davis celebrated his retirement from 
the Galesburg Municipal Sanitary District 
with a big cake at the Peoria GSL meeting.  

Darin LaHood, candidate for Congress in a 
special election to be held July 7, stopped 
by.  Candidates are welcome to meet voters 
at Guns Save Life meetings.  

Retirement is sweet!

It was a nice audience of better than sixty at the June Peoria GSL meeting.

Tech Time 
John Boch
Gunsafe Dehumidifer
It was far from sexy or fun-looking, but John 
Boch showed a dehumidifier that is the 
perfect thing to add to a gun safe during the 
hot and muggy summer months.  One of 
these would be money well spent towards 
protecting valuable safe contents.  It was an 
Eva-Dry Model 1100 and it’s available from 
Walmart.com.

Gun Winner
John Gillespie won the Glock 43 acquired 
from SIPCO Products.
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Building a 

SAFE
ROOM
Part 2 in a series
by A. GunsSaveLife Member

The construction of our safe room began 
with a signed bid.  We specified 8 inch thick 
walls, 8 foot high interior ceiling and a 10 
inch thick roof supported by footings and a 
foundation.  Everything was to be reinforced 
concrete except for the below grade foun-
dation walls, which were to be reinforced 
concrete block.

We chose to build our safe room above 
ground because of the high water tables on 
our property.  To help the safe room blend 
in, we also specified covering the outside 
with metal siding and an angled metal roof 
– matching our other outbuildings.

Our design specified 5 conduits exiting the 
safe room (120 V AC, data network, 12V 
DC, radio antenna and a spare).  Since we 
had decided to tie in to the existing HVAC 
system, we also needed penetrations for air 
supply and return ducts.

Where possible, we wanted conduits to en-
ter the safe room from underground, pass-
ing through the foundation and coming up 
through the floor.  There were three reasons 
for this:  First, it protected the conduits from 
damage and the weather.  Second, conduit 
penetrations are potential weak spots – 
putting them under ground decreases the 
chance of compromising the safe room 
walls.  Finally, putting the conduits under-
ground hides them from bad guys.

It takes 8-9 weeks to fabricate a safe room 
door – so we ordered our door in January, 
several months before construction was 
to begin.  We ended up ordering our door 
directly from Fort Knox Safes.  I had several 
very specific security features I wanted 
incorporated into our door.  Ryan, National 
Sales Director for Fort Knox Safes was kind 
enough to work with me to make sure the 
door was built to my exact specifications.  
Sure enough, 8 weeks later, the door ar-
rived on a flatbed truck.  A few minutes with 
a forklift and our door, still in its crate, was 
siting in our garage.  We unpacked the door 
to make sure there was no damage during 
shipment.

Construction started in early April, once 
the ground had thawed.   Trenches were 
dug below the frost line (code requires 
36 inches below grade in our area), rebar 
placed and the footings poured.  Founda-
tion walls made from concrete block were 
built on top of the footings with the top of 

each wall even with the existing grade.  We 
used reinforced concrete block foundation 
walls for a couple of reasons: First, in our 
case, they were less expensive than poured 
concrete.  Second, setting up our curved 
conduit penetrations to sit exactly where 
we wanted them was much easier with the 
concrete block wall than trying to modify the 
forms for a poured concrete wall or trying to 
drill the penetrations after the fact.

Conduits were mortared in place, positioned 
to exit through the safe room floor and out 
through the foundation walls underground.  
Each conduit was capped to keep dirt/con-
crete out.  Dirt was filled and compacted 
around the foundation. Forms for the slab 
were built.

The contractor then placed rebar into the 
voids in the foundation walls, extend-
ing from the footings to 3 feet above the 
foundation.  This rebar will reinforce the 
foundation walls, as well as tying the safe 
room walls to the foundation. Rebar was 
also placed in the floor, strengthening the 
floor and tying it to the walls.

Concrete was poured for the slab and also 
to fill the voids in the concrete block founda-
tion walls.

Once the foundation and floor had cured, 
forms for the walls went up quickly and 
rebar tied in place. Horizontal rebar was 
spaced 18 inches O.C.  Vertical rebar was 
spaced 24 inches O.C. 

Based on our planned layout for the safe 
room interior, we had the contractor place 
the rough opening for the door in one 
corner.  The rough opening had to be level 
and square with fairly tight tolerances.  The 
contractor nailed it.

Finally, the walls were poured.  This thing 
was actually starting to look like a safe 
room!

The safe room roof is a 14 x 14 foot, 10 
inch thick slab of concrete weighing about 
21,000 pounds.  Supporting this during the 
pour and while it cures required supports 
inside the safe room.  A piece of corrugated 
sheet metal was then laid on top of the sup-
ports.  Rebar and forms were then added.  

The concrete pour went uneventfully.  The 
supports were left in place for 4 weeks, 
allowing the roof to cure and develop 
strength.

At this point, our safe room was basically 
built.  The only problem is that it was ugly – 
it looked like a giant gray cube sitting in our 
back yard.  

This is where our contractor started to work 
some real magic.  He put up exterior wood 
framing to attach metal siding.  He also 
built trusses on the concrete roof to support 
an angled metal roof.  The outside metal 
siding, walls and roof were extended to 
the adjacent building, creating a protected 
corridor to the safe room door and making 
our safe room look like an addition.  Gutters 
and downspouts provided the final touches.  

Our contractor insulated the attic space 
above the safe room to prevent condensa-
tion on the inside of the metal roof. He then 
ran HVAC ducts and a conduit for 120V AC 
above ground from the adjacent building di-
rectly into the safe room.  Eventually, these 
will be insulated and hidden by a false wall.

Installing the door was fascinating and a 

little scary.  
Any do-it-
yourself types 
thinking about 
installing a 
safe door – 
my advice 
is to hire 
someone to 
do it for you.  
This is not a 
do-it-yourself 
project.  Our 
door weighed 
2200 pounds.  
Standing a 
2200 pound 
door on end 
and then moving it into position is challeng-
ing and frankly, dangerous.  You do not 
want your door to fall and crush someone.

Door installation day finally came.  Our 
contractor used a forklift to stand the door 
upright and move it as close as possible to 
the rough opening in the safe room wall.  
The door was then very carefully maneu-
vered into the rough opening.

Fort Knox doors have a “split jam” design, 
with a bolt-on inside flange and a fixed out-
side flange.  Once the door was positioned 
in the rough opening, a person inside the 
safe room bolted the inside flange in place, 
clamping the door to the concrete wall.  Be-
fore clamping the door tightly in place, the 
contractor leveled the door using a couple 
of thin metal shims. The image above 
shows the installed safe room door.

Just a quick word on safe combinations.  
Obviously, you want to keep your safe com-
bination secret.  However, your contractor 
needs to know the combination to install the 
door and subsequently finish the inside of 
your safe room.  The electronic lock on our 
door allowed us to set up multiple combina-
tions that can be individually activated/inac-
tivated or changed.  We set up an easy one 
for the contractor to use (1-2-3-4-5-6-7-8).  
Once the job was completed, we changed 
it.  Simple!

This is it – we have a protected space.  
Next steps include finishing the interior and 
setting up a gun storage rack.  Plus, I have 
a whole bunch of tech to install. This will be 
covered in the next installment.

Should you try this at home?  Absolutely!  
But, you need to plan ahead.  The most im-
portant decisions are where to put your safe 
room, how much do you want to spend and 
which contractor to use.  Set a budget with 
a contingency fund.  Stick to your budget.
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State Line Rifle Association
 
Proud sponsor of Brownell’s NRA Day Family Fun Shoot.
In affiliation with: NRA, ISRA, GOA, IFOR, CMP, GSL, 
MCSA

Monthly meetings on the fourth Tuesday each 
month at 7pm
American Legion
111 E Main Street
Round Lake Park, IL 60073
 

www.statelinerifle.com   
see us on Facebook

“An influential voice in 
advancing armed self-
defense ‘north of I-80’ ”

CHICAGO

Miss Kiya Sharp looks up 
to GSL President “Bear” St. 

Pierre as she holds the ticket 
for the next door prize winner 
at the Chicago GSL meeting 

Saturday evening.  She 
also won a pink Daisy Red 

Ryder BB gun!  Below, GSL’s 
President with Brian Bussean, 
the winner of the monthly gun, 

a Glock 19.

Join us for grassroots in action!

Sunday, June 28th
Oak Lawn VFW

Johnson – Phelps
Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 5220

9514 S 52nd Ave
Oak Lawn, IL 60453

Dinner, conversation and displays begin around 4pm.
Meeting business at 5:30pm.

by John Boch
I knew it was going to be a 
good night when I saw the 
sign on the door of our first-
ever Chicago GSL meeting 
venue:  “Guns are welcome 
on premises”.

Sure enough, it was a good 
meeting at the Oak Lawn 
VFW as dozens turned out 
on a rainy and dreary Satur-
day evening for the first ever 
Guns Save Life grassroots 
meeting in Chicago.

The big disappointment of 
the evening, if you could call 
it that was that Mayor Rahm 
Emanuel didn’t take us up 
on our invitation to join us 
for a great night of fun, fel-
lowship and firearms rights.

That’s okay.  We had a great 
time without him.  

We had guns and holsters 

on display, distributed 
over a thousand copies of 
GunNews to be dissemi-
nated among the faithful in 
Chicagoland, and even gave 
away a Glock 19.  Brian 
Bussean was the lucky 
winner.  We’ve got a social 
shotgun on tap for our next 
meeting, June 28th.

The first speaker was GSL’s 
enormous President Bear 
St. Pierre (“5.11 doesn’t 
make their pants in a ‘Bear’ 
size,” St. Pierre quipped).  
In his spare time, Bear is a 
professional wrestler that 
still competes, albeit more 
on a part-time basis today.

GSL’s Executive Director 
talked about GSL’s history 
and where we’ve come in 
the past twenty years (see 
more about this on page 
13.)  Then the two of them 
did an informal tech time, 
discussing popular con-
cealed carry holsters for 
gents.

The new GSL Chicagoland 
coordinator Alfreda Keller 
introduced herself.  She 
invited interested parties to 

join her after the meeting to 
form a steering committee 
of volunteers to lead GSL’s 
northern-most outpost to 
date.  A steering committee 
was formed.

The next meeting has been 
slated for Sunday, June 
28th at the same location, 
the Oak Lawn VFW.  Why 
Sunday evening?  To avoid 
the weekday afternoon rush-
hour traffic.

Speaker line-up for the 
June 2015 meeting:

Main Speaker:  Gretchen 
Fritz, co-host of On Target 
Radio.

Tech Time:  TBA.  May be 
Rocco Wlodarek of Black 
Flag Training.  

The Gun:  Savage Arms 
Model 350 social shotgun.  
The perfect implement for 
bidding uninvited, anti-social 
intruders adieu. 

June’s monthly drawing gun:
The Savage Arms/Stevens 350 
Security Pump-Action Shotgun
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SOUTH POST GUNS:  
A really neat little local gun shop
by John Boch
It’s hard to pick my favorite local gun shop.  
I’m lucky enough that I’m close personal 
friends with the owners or managers of sev-
eral.  Some of these folks were even at my 
wedding.  So you can imagine that for me, 
picking a favorite is like looking at your kids 
and picking a favorite son or daughter.

Having said that, my non-gun shop owning 
friends had repeatedly told me to go check 
out South Post Guns on the south side of 
Streator, IL.  Well, it took me a few months 
as it wasn’t exactly on the beaten trail of my 
travels.  When I finally got there, the first 
thing I said when I walked in was “wow”.   
The second thing I said upon entering was 
also “wow”.

The place has an ambiance kind of like the 
Cubi Bar Cafe inside the Naval Air Museum 

in Pensacola, Florida.  It’s rich with col-
lectibles, old photos and militaria, nicely 
displayed in well-lit cases and on the walls.  
Most of the collectibles aren’t for sale - un-
less the price is right and the owner thinks 
they would be going to a good home.  

The building itself isn’t all that big, but it’s 
not a mega store.  It feels like warm and 
welcoming.  It feels like home with hard-
wood floors that creak softly as you walk 
across them.  

Yeah, they have plenty of guns for sale - 
scores and scores each of popular rifles, 
pistols and shotguns.  The prices are 
competitive and significantly cheaper than 
places like Gander Mountain.  South Post 
even had a Taurus Turd - er, I mean “Curve” 
- for sale.  In fact, it was the first Curve/Turd 
I saw in the wild.

Daniel Parcher is the guy behind the coun-
ter.  If you didn’t know otherwise, you would 
think he was the owner.  He’s not.  He is 
though the jack of all trades there, doing ev-
erything from making coffee to book-keep-
ing to customer relations.  He’s knowledge-
able and seems like he knows everyone 
that comes in.  If he knows you and he’s 
free, he’ll probably bring out something 
extra special to see.  Even if he doesn’t 
know you and you ask, he’ll probably still 
show you.  When I was there, I got to see a 
couple of really nice specimens that would 
test the limits of my credit card, and far 
surpass my wonderful bride’s tolerance for 
impulse purchases that don’t sparkle.

You owe it to yourself to stop in.  Take your 
kids or grand kids.  They should appreci-
ate the collectibles there as much or more 
as the new guns.  Who knows, you might 
spark in them an interest in America’s 
history and guns that turns into a lifetime 
of patriotism, gun ownership and love and 
respect for all things American.

Storage Containers
And Trailers

For Rent or Sale
Delivered to your site

20’ or 40’ Long - 8’ Wide
MEL PRICE & CO.

1938 Bowman Ave.
Danville, IL 61832

217-442-9092

GROSS’ 
BURGERS
25 Henderson Street
Danville, IL 61832
(217) 442-8848
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Above, young riders of our Independence 
Day Parade float from Champaign-Urbana.  
Below, $6200+ of Chicago taxpayer money 
to be used to help buy ammo for NRA Youth 
Shooting Camps.

Left, Joe Miller of the Central Illinois Preci-
sion Shooters accepts a check for over 
$10,000 from Guns Save Life towards some 
of the final work on the new indoor shooting 
range and Olympic training center in Bloom-
ington.  Above, Gene Martin, the father of 
the Illinois Gun Owners Lobby Day.

Guns Save Life celebrates 
20 years

by John Boch
Guns Save Life got its start with six people meeting at Hard-
ee’s in Rantoul in late spring 1995 as a grassroots subcom-
mittee of the Illinois State Rifle Association.  

We incorporated on our own in the late-1990s and Guns Save 
Life was born.  What a great ride it’s been.

Our membership has grown from hundreds early on to thou-
sands today from 38 states.  With our members’ successes 
and remarkable guest speakers came increasing crowds, and 
we outgrew several meeting locations with upbeat, exciting 
meetings promoting civil rights, honoring our veterans and 
oftentimes watching history come alive with great speakers.  

That single monthly meeting has grown to five monthly meet-
ing locations across Illinois and we are set to launch a sixth 
location by September.  Next year Guns Save Life will go 
national, becoming a multi-state gun rights group!

GunNews has grown from a 4-page photocopied newsletter to 
a 4-color monthly journal with a circulation of about 20,000.  

Our now-famous highway sign program grew out of a refusal 
by a Champaign company to put up a billboard.  Today we 
have about thirty sets of signs seen by about 600,000 people 
each and everyday.  The Lord works in mysterious ways.

We revamped our website in late 2012 and it has grown to 
one of the ten largest firearms blogs in the nation, averag-
ing well over 6,000 unique visitors each and every day.  It’s 
proven to be quite the thorn in the side of anti-gun groups and  
gun-hating political hacks - especially in IL.  One of our stories 
cost the former Chicago Police Superintendent his new job 
with Troy Industries less than 24 hours after we put it up.  
There have been scores of other GunSaveLife.com stories 
that have had notable impact, nationally and within Illinois.

We’ve helped bring back two ranges from the verge of closure 
with publicity and operational recommendations and today 
they are stronger than ever.  We also contributed to the 
completion of two new ranges in Illinois.

We’ve helped nearly a half-dozen people improperly arrested 
for transporting guns in Illinois - having secured acquittals or 
dismissal of the gun-related charges in every case - including 
one in Cook County.  

We received national publicity when we sent 18-year-old 
Sarah McKinley a new, tricked out home defense shotgun.  
She was a new mother living in Oklahoma, whose husband 
died of cancer on Christmas day.  Her gun was taken as 
evidence after she shot a home intruder on New Year’s Eve.  

We’ve also enjoyed international publicity for our trips to Chi-
cago, selling scrap metal for perfectly good Chicago taxpayer 
money that we used to send kids to NRA Youth Camp and 
other youth shooting programs.  

We have hosted reporters, both local and from as far away as 
London and Moscow, to report on our enthusiastic celebration 
of America’s gun culture.  We’ve been the subject of video 
documentaries seen internationally.

It’s all made possible by our members and their work.  Are 
you a member yet?  Sign up today!  Be a part of our next 
twenty years!

We honor and support our 
veterans!
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Grassroots patriots face off against the Brady 
Campaign astroturf at Chuck’s Guns in Riverdale, IL
by John Boch
(Riverdale, IL) - Chuck Gun Shop is a small 
shop in Riverdale, IL, just outside of Chi-
cago.  Their proximity to America’s Second 
City and its virulently anti-gun politicians 
and community agitators has earned it a 
special place in their hate-filled hearts.

For the third time in less than a year, 
Chuck’s has been targeted by local radicals.  
They surely hoped the third time would be 
the charm to score a public relations coup.  
Alas, it wasn’t to be as scores of gun rights 
defenders showed up to counter increas-
ingly irrelevant gun control supporters.

The Brady Campaign spent over $10,000 
to put on the event.  Among the headlin-
ers was the far-left radical Catholic Priest 
“Snuffy” Pfleger who advocated snuffing out 
Chuck’s owner in 2008.  He brought four 
armed bodyguards.  

If guns are so bad and dangerous, why 
doesn’t Pfleger dispense with his armed 
protective detail?

When Dan Gross tried to get his group to 
chant “Chuck’s sells guns that kill our kids!”, 
our side chanted “Chuck’s sells guns that 
protect our kids!”  It was like that all morning 
as freedom-loving patriots countered the 
gun grabber leaders and their rent-a-mob.

Jesse Jackson, Father Pfleger and Dan 
Gross of the Brady Campaign were all in 
front of Chuck’s just before noon, effec-
tively blocking the store’s entrance for a 
short while.   Seeking to avoid a physical 
confrontation (like the one that happened 
a few years ago when Jesse Jackson was 
arrested – and reportedly found to have 
$26,000 in cash in his pockets), the store’s 
staff had closed the gate out front and told 
Jesse and crew that the store was closed 

for lunch until 2pm.

Jackson, with plenty of news cameras in his 
face, said he was prepared to stay there un-
til the store re-opened and he was arrested.

That wasn’t necessary as The Brady Cam-
paign had only rented the three buses until 
1pm.

At 12:30, bus captains advised Jackson and 
crew that the buses would need to begin 
loading or the astroturfers would have to 
walk home.  

At that point, Jackson pretty much acknowl-
edged that the cause was lost.  “Next time, 
we’ll rent the buses,” he was reported to 
have said to Brady chief Dan Gross with 
some irritation in his voice.

Guns Save Life is proud to announce our new 
“Life Membership” for those who wish to show 
an exemplary level of support towards Guns 
Save Life and our mission defending your 
right to defend yourself.

The new “Life Membership” is available for 
$1000, and for those aged 65 and over, it’s 
available at half-price, $500.

Be among the second ten individuals to step 
up and help us defend your right to defend 
yourself with a life membership to Guns Save 
Life.  

To sign up for this new Life Membership op-
tion, fill out the form on the back page of this 
issue of GunNews and send it in today.

Guns Save Life’s 
LIFE MEMBERSHIP!

We defend your right 
to defend yourself.

Bianchi Cup 2015

The 36th Annual Bianchi Cup National Action Pistol Championship was held May 
20-23 at the Green Valley Rifle and Pistol Club near Columbia, Missouri.  At the 
event, competitors work to shoot turning and moving targets, and knock down 
metallic silhouette targets in timed stages.

We regret that while the NRA’s photographers didn’t capture any photos of Guns 
Save Life’s sponsored shooter Chris Betley and his 14-year-old daughter Hope, 
they did have some of four-time Bianchi 
Cup champ Tiffany Piper (above) who 
finishes second among the ladies at 
this year’s event.  Miss Piper of New 
Zealand was a surprise guest at Guns 
Save Life’s Pontiac meeting in May 
2015.  We’re pleased to see she did so 
well.

Chris finished 39th in Production class, 
and161st overall, with a score of 1619-
71x.  14-year-old Hope finished 250th 
at 987-31x - but it was good enough to finish 6th in Ladies’ Production class and 
26th overall among the ladies (adult and juniors combined).  The perfect score?  
1920 - 192x.  

Thanks to Kyle Jillson of NRA for the photo of Tiffany.

JOIN US!
Myron Deckard 
Memorial Shoot
Danville Rifle & Pistol Club
Rescheduled Sunday, July 26, 2015
Raffles, steel targets, door prizes.
Directions: Take Oakwood exit off I-74, 
go north four miles and turn left at 2250N.  
Range a quarter mile down on right.
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The

Armed American
True stories of firearms used by law-abiding Americans 
to save innocent life.

Registration Form
ESSENTIAL CARRY (IL CCW)

____ :   July 18 & 19 - Clinton, IL
____:   August 29 & 30 - Bloomington, IL

Name:  ________________________________

Address:  ______________________________

City, State, Zip:  _________________________

Phone:  _______   Email: _________________

Bring a friend!

Name:  ________________________________

Address:  ______________________________

City, State, Zip:  _________________________

Phone:  _______   Email: _________________

Mail this form and payment to:
GSL Defense Training, LLC
21 Brookshire Green
Bloomington, IL 61704

Upon receipt, we’ll send you a welcome packet that 
includes map, directions, hotel recommendations 
and a list of suggested items to bring. 

John Boch  217 649-3702   templar223@comcast.net
John Naese  217 840-0246   johnnaese@frontier.com
Jeff Schwarm  630 605-1898  jschwarm@aol.com

GSLDefenseTraining.com

ESSENTIAL CARRY
Illinois Concealed Carry Training (16-hour)

Learn	safe	defensive	gun	handling	skills
Whether you’re a new gun owner or an experienced 
shooter, GSL Defense Training can help.  Our emphasis 
is on building the skills and mindset to use your handgun 
safely and effectively.  We want you to stay safe!

Our nearly 20 expert, extensively-trained instructors, both 
male and female, bring diverse backgrounds and expe-
riences to your benefit.  They’ll give you a broad, solid 
foundation so that you can confidently use your firearm 
for recreation or to defend yourself and your family.  GSL 
Defense Training is also one of the few companies that 
excels at working with people with disabilities.  With prac-
ticed lawyers presenting lethal force discussions, you can 
get answers to your legal questions and clarification of the 
laws.  Our classes are for anyone who wants to feel safe at 
home or out and about.

GSL Defense Training’s ESSENTIAL CARRY 
Our two-day, Essential Carry is a 16+-hour concealed carry 
class that covers:

High quality training at a value price
Training days with GSL Defense Training includes:

No Range fees•	
Practice	firing	of	approx.	250	rounds	to	learn	new	skills•	
LOANER	FIREARMS	if	needed	(a	wide	array	to	choose	•	
from at no charge)
Safety	equipment	as	needed•	
Lunch,	snacks	and	drinks	both	days•	
Bonus	GSL	Defense	Training	materials•	
No•	 	Power	Point	slides

Limited amounts of ammunition are available at additional cost  A 
Firearms Owner ID card (FOID) is recommended, but not required.  
We love helping novice shooters!

Registration	for	one	person	$300		
Registration	for	two	people	$450

SAVE MONEY!   Buy one, get one half off!  
Bring	a	partner,	friend	or	family	member!

*	NRA	gun	safety	rules
*	How	to	avoid	becoming	a	
victim 
*	Gun	ownership	laws
*	Strategies	for	home	safety	

*	Defensive	shooting	tactics		
*	Gun	cleaning	
*	Safe	storage	of	firearms	
*	Use	of	firearms	responsi-
bly,	ethically	&	legally	

Completion of this class satisfies the concealed carry 
license requirements for Illinois, Iowa, Florida, Arizona 
and other states.  Application packets for many of these 
licenses are provided at no charge.  GSL-DT Essential Carry 
also earns you the NRA Personal Protection in the Home 
certification.

     EXPERIENCED AND SAFE

FACE LIFT?  Homeowner 
shoots invader 5 times in face
Houston (GSL) - What happens when you 
invite people you really don’t know into your 
home?  It can end badly, as was the case in 
Houston.  

A homeowner had another couple over visit-
ing into the early morning hours, according 
to KPRC TV.  When they walked out at 
three a.m., a co-conspirator rushed in.  The 
homeowner pulled his gun and shot the 
intruder five times in the face.

It must have been a small caliber pistol, be-
cause the suspect was still alive when cops 
arrived.  He survived a helicopter ride to a 
trauma center where he will face charges 
upon his release.

The visiting couple fled, but cops caught up 
with the male half and arrested him.

Parolee with ankle-bracelet 
gets shot by homeowner, then 
bit by police dog
Redding, CA (GSL) - Dillon Carmello prob-
ably wishes he’d listened to cops when 
they told him to stop in Redding, California.  
Instead, he rushed a 40-year-old female in 
her backyard.  She was retrieving her dogs 
after a reverse 9-1-1 call warning her of the 
police pursuit of a potentially armed and 
dangerous suspect.  

She shot him and he continued to resist 
deputies until Thor, the sheriff’s K-9, took a 
bite out of crime.

Doggy-door intruder gets shot 
for his troubles
San Antonio, TX (San Antonio Express-
News) – A man who is believed to have 
broken into a home through a doggy door 
suffered life-threatening injuries Thursday 
after being shot several times by the hom-
eowner, police said.

...The homeowner, in his late 50s, told 
police he came home to find some of his 
belongings scattered around the house and 
then saw the suspect. The homeowner fired 
several shots from a handgun, striking the 
suspect multiple times in the upper body, 
including one in the head, police said.

The suspect, in his late 20s or early 30s, 
was transported to SAMMC in critical condi-
tion and the homeowner was taken into 
custody for questioning.

Oklahoma City, OK (News9) - New information is coming out regarding the rookie 
Oklahoma City police officer who was beaten by a suspect with his own baton fol-
lowing a burglary on the northwest side of the metro.

An armed witness may have 
been the only thing that kept that 
officer from a more serious beat-
ing, or worse.

It happened just after 2 p.m. 
Tuesday in the 2800 block of W. 
Park Pl. Rookie Officer Adam 
Eller and field training officer Sgt. 
Michael Lambert were respond-
ing to the burglary call.

The two suspects in the burglary, 
Tremaine and Jermaine Williams, are twin brothers. Police say Tremaine was 
already gone when they arrived, but Jermaine was there and when he saw the 
officers he took off on foot.

During the chase the two officers became separated. Eller found himself alone 
when he caught up to Jermaine in a driveway of a nearby home and as he tried to 
place him under arrest, a fight ensued. During the struggle, Jermaine was able to 
take Eller’s police baton and then proceeded to strike him over the head some-
where between six and 12 times.

According to a report, that’s when a witness nearby charged up with his weapon 
drawn and told Jermaine he would shoot him if he did not stop hitting Eller. That 
heroic witness has not been identified.

Gun owner saves Oklahoma City cop
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 Freedom’s Forum

GunNews Magazine
The monthly journal of Guns Save Life

John Naese, Editor
johnnaese@frontier.com

John Boch, Editor Emeritus
templar223@comcast.net

Letters, including complaints or commenda-
tions, to the Editor are welcome.  Please, limit 
your letter to 200 words.  We reserve the right 
to edit or refuse publication of any submission.  
Anonymous letters are discouraged. Guest 
columns of 400 words are also welcome on 
timely issues, particularly those related to 
firearms, self-defense or similar topics. Letters 
and guest columns may be sent electronically 
to:  johnnaese@frontier.com.  

Or you can mail your letter to:
Guns Save Life, Post Office Box 51, 
Savoy, Illinois 61874

Our thanks goes out to Oleg 
Volk for his continued permis-
sion to use his creative works in 
our gun rights advocacy work.  
You can see more of them at 
his website:

a-human-right.com

Great patriots.  Great people.
by John Boch

As Guns Save Life grows and across 
Illinois, I’m constantly impressed with 
the outstanding quality of people we 
attract in each town where we host 
meetings.  Lawyers, doctors, business 
owners and professionals, blue collar 
and public safety professionals, judges, 
and a host of law-abiding, upstanding 
Americans that are the finest members 
of their respective communities.  They 
are good hearted, compassionate, hon-
est men and women of integrity.  

We even see some honest politicians, 
current and retired.  

Yes, honest politicians.  It’s not an 
oxymoron at GSL meetings, especially 
when they show up and don’t need 
your vote.

Recently, primarily because of logistics 
issues, GSL’s Board of Directors voted 
to move our “GSL South” outpost from 
Effingham to Charleston.  It wasn’t an 
easy decision and I’ll tell you why:  we 
had a good meeting venue, with out-
standing, affordable food provided by 
Niemerg’s Steakhouse in Effingham.  

Our Effingham volunteer coordinators 
did great work carrying the torch.  Don 
Huskey brought GSL to Effingham 
(with the help of Don Jaynes and Don 
Jaynes), then the baton was handed to 
Dave Clark of X-Ring Guns in Toledo, 
and then Kent Metzger of Whitley 
Creek Outfitters in Gays, IL.  Each went 
above and beyond, particularly Mr. 
Metzger the last few months who car-
ried the water almost single-handedly 
when Mr. Clarke had to step back to be 
there for his family in their time of need.

These men are surely deserving of a 
higher place in Heaven.

It doesn’t stop with them.  

The Effingham County Sportsman’s 
Club was a tremendous host, allowing 
us to bring the fun and upbeat GSL 
meetings to their locale after our previ-
ous meeting location abruptly posted 
“no guns” signage.  

Their members supported Guns Save 
Life, our mission and our message.  
Lyle Krueger, the club’s president, is an 
amazing man with an already full plate 
running one of the two largest Friends 
of the NRA events in the state and a 
700-member premier sportsman’s club.  
Despite his existing commitments, Lyle 
carved out some time and used his 
contacts in the shooting community 
to help keep things running smoothly 

with Kent.  I can’t praise them highly 
enough.  If you call them your friends, 
you’re as privileged as I am to know 
such fine men.

Lyle Krueger, left, and Don Huskey.

Why did we move?  Two reasons.  Mr. 
Metzger had to step down as coordina-
tor and Mr. Clark was still tied down 
with his family.  Secondly, we had a 
team from Charleston - Bill Harrison 
and Justin Bawcum - willing to lead 
GSL’s southernmost outpost if we 
brought the meeting to Eastern Illinois 
University’s hometown.  I suppose their 
“southernmost outpost” is only tempo-
rary until a team of volunteers further 
south into God’s country brings a GSL 
meeting to their locale.   

With a significant component of our 
Effingham meeting attendees from the 
Mattoon - Charleston area, and a wel-
coming VFW post offering their facility, 
it seemed like a logical decision.

Kent Metzger.

I’ll close with a hearty recommendation 
for those within an hour or two of Ef-
fingham to consider joining the Effing-
ham County Sportsman’s Club.  With 
a bevy of ranges, including a 500-yard 
rifle range, a beautiful new clubhouse 
and a ton of events and activities, you 
can’t go wrong by joining.  Their rates 
are affordable as can be, and if they 
aren’t currently at their membership 
cap, they probably will be soon.

So, on behalf of all of our Guns Save 
Life family, thank you gents.  We owe 
you much.

Who Are These People
and Why Are They Smiling?
by John Naese
In the photo above, Appleseed Project 
instructor Chuck Stites poses with four 
of the participants in the recent GSL 
Sponsored Appleseed Shoot, held at 
Darnall’s Ranges.  

They’re smiling because they just won 
the Couch / TV shooting contest, a 
fun exercise where the team that shot 
away the most of the TV won a T-shirt 
or a Revolutionary War flag.  

They’re smiling because they just 
spent the weekend learning marks-
manship, as well as the Heritage of 
April 19, 1775.  

They’re smiling because they got off 
the couch, turned off the TV, and just 
by showing up, helped maintain and 
expand freedom.  

They’re smiling because when they 
look at the current situation, they don’t 

just see doom and gloom - they see a 
bright future for liberty and freedom.  

They’re smiling because it felt good to 
shoot that TV, and sybolically declare 
their independence from the all-em-
bracing nanny culture.  

They’re smiling because they are part 
of something bigger than themselves, 
and it’s a good something.  

They’re smiling because organizations 
like Appleseed and Guns Save Life 
exist to help them learn and pass on 
their heritage.  

Thanks, GSL, for picking up the 
range fees for this Appleseed Shoot.  
Thanks, volunteers, for taking the time 
to teach.  And thanks to all the mem-
bers of GSL, who by their member-
ship, participation, and actions, make 
our region, our state, and our nation a 
better place.  



GunNews Magazine  - 17 - July 2015

By Eric ‘Bear’ St. Pierre 
Like most other Americans that are 2nd 
Amendment minded, I live by a “live and 
let live” philosophy. I don’t believe that I am 
more intelligent than my neighbor, I don’t 
believe my moral compass points straighter 
north than the guy I met at breakfast. 
However I believe that we were all cre-
ated equal, and because of this, we should 
all have a voice and not be dictated to by 
government. 

Some in government believe they are more 
intelligent than the people they govern. This 
idea of elitism is the root of the evil in our 
country, and elitists are what is killing our 
government and our country. 

Why do some of these politicians believe 
they are elite? Many have never been 
successful in the private sector. They don’t 
know what it means to be “the governed.” 

You see, Guns Save Life, Inc. is the private 
sector. We are successful as an organiza-
tion because we give a voice to you “the 
governed.” We allow all of you to stand up 
and be heard! 

There are many different ways GSL pro-
vides opportunities for your voice, and you 
have every opportunity like your neighbor to 
be a part of GSL projects. 

My favorite two projects that allow you 
to have a loud and proud voice are our 
website, gunssavelife.com, and our monthly 
periodical GunNews. Our website averages 
6,000 unique visitors daily and our monthly 
printed journal has a distribution of 20,000 
copies; and both are growing. 

As a member of GSL you can have your 
voice heard - amplified, in fact. You can 
write an article monthly or you can blog as 
much as you want about your opinion of 
what is happening here in IL and around the 
world on related topics. 

Maybe you want to share about some 
volunteering programs that help youth and 
injured vets like many of the programs GSL 
currently supports. Some examples are 
Pheasants Forever’s Young Guns, Hooah 
Deer Hunt for Heroes, and Cross Trail 
Outfitters. 

It’s your voice; what do you have to say?

Maybe online or print is not your medium, 
because you’re more of a people person 
and you like to press the flesh. Your impact 
could best used at trade shows where 
you can be the herald that stands proud 
answering questions about guns rights and 
educating people about their 2nd Amend-
ment, while having a good time meeting 
new people as they file by seeking expert 
wisdom you have to impart. 

Though some of us have a huge heart for 
this work, our voice may be a little timid and 
we would prefer to use other skills that the 
Lord has blessed upon us. If you are good 
with your hands and don’t mind a little hard 
work you may be interested helping with the 
GSL Burma-style Sign program. Like a giant 
Chicago skyscraper, hundreds of thousands 
of people see our signs on a daily basis 
during their travels. 

Lastly, and probably the most important, is 
the local monthly meeting! There are many 
different roles that are needed to make 
the monthly meeting work. Each meeting 
site needs a site coordinator to make sure 
we have a place to meet. Each site needs 
drawing coordinators who help pick out the 
gun of the month and play with everyone’s 
money. And, if you’re interested in meeting 
new and exciting people you might try your 
hand as the speaker coordinator.  Or simply 
come out and have a good time while you 
figure out which opportunity is right for you.  
Be careful though - it can be addicting win-
ning friends and influencing people!

As you can see there are many different 
roles within Guns Save Life. We as an orga-
nization are continuing to grow and soon we 
will be holding meetings outside of Illinois. 
We want you to be a part of this growth. We 
are offering you an opportunity to make a 
difference! The only question is where do 
you fit in and are you willing to pass on the 
wisdom you have to other, less knowledge-
able people, or will you let the 2nd Amend-
ment die by the hands of the elitists. 

The choice is yours.

President’s Report

We give you a voice.  
Will you open your mouth? 

Liberty Guns  
“We have expanded!”

307 East Second Street * Homer, IL
217 896-8024

e-mail:  drothermel at gunssavelife.com
Tues. through Fri. 2p-5p, Sat. 10-5p. 
If no answer, call: Dean:  217-377-3326

Area’s largest Pro-Shot dealer since 1987.

Full-line gun shop
* Reloading supplies & equipment.
* New, used, consignments wel-
come.
* We’ve got ammo.  
* Now offering Internet sales of 
your consignments.
* Did we mention guns?  We’ve 
got ‘em and special orders are 
welcome.

In Homer on Route 49, turn east at 
the Marathon station and go 1 1/2 
blocks.  We’re on the south side of 

the road.  
Next door to the American Legion.  

Ammo is coming back!
400+ guns in stock!

Lots of Rugers, Glocks and 
Springfield Armory pistols in stock.

Double-tap Derringers arrived!
Come see our growing retail space!

New shipment has arrived 
from Berry’s Bullets!
Come see us soon!

Comments from our blog posts 
at GunsSaveLife.com 

From a post titled CHUCK’S GUNS PRO-
TEST (IL): Lessons learned from Jesse 
Jackson, Dan Gross, Father Pfleger, etc. 

Great job John and all the true grass 
roots people that showed up. Documen-
tation like this story doesn’t keep those 
idiots honest, but it does keep the light on 
them. - JM

I was there! My first time doing some-
thing like this for gun rights. It felt good!  
Thanks, John, for the pix, story, etc.!   
Bravo to everyone who came out. - Jim 
Beam

From the mailbag...

Keep up the good work
Keep up the good work and wishing you all 
the best during the fight against stupidity.

George Thompson
Elgin, IL

by Pete Wheeler
The pilot was locked out of 
the cockpit.

That was the horror of the 
Germanwings Flight 9525 
crash.

Co-pilot Andreas Lubitz 
waited for the pilot to leave 
the cockpit, then locked the 
door to prevent his re-entry, 
then for whatever reason, 
deliberately put the jet into 
an 8-minute descent ending 
in an explosive 434 mph im-
pact with a rocky mountain-
side. 150 men, women and 
children met an immediate, 
unthinkably violent death.

The lunatic co-pilot couldn’t 
be stopped because the 
pilot and passengers were 
locked out. It’s hard to 
imagine the growing feelings 
of fear and helplessness 
that the passengers felt as 
the unforgiving landscape 
rushed up to meet them.

Hard, but not impossible.

America is in trouble. We 
feel our own descent in the 
pits of our stomachs. We 
don’t know where we’re 
going anymore, but know 
it isn’t good. And above all, 
we feel helpless because 

Barack Obama has locked 
us out.

He and his friends locked 
the American people out 
of his decisions to use the 
IRS to attack conserva-
tives, to tear up our immi-
gration laws, and to walk 
guns across the border to 
drug cartels in Mexico and 
biggest of all, to national-
ize healthcare while at the 
same time mismanaging 
the Veterans Administration 
healthcare system.

Obama locked out those 
who advised against prema-
ture troop withdrawals and 
those who issued warnings 
about the growing threat of 
ISIS. He locked out anyone 
who could have interfered 
with his release of five 
Taliban terror chiefs in return 
for one Army deserter, those 
who sought a rescue of our 
people at Benghazi, and 
those who seek to investi-
gate Benghazi today.

And, of course, Barack 
Obama has now locked out 
Congress, the American 
people, and our allies as he 
strikes a secret deal with 
Iran to legitimize their acqui-
sition of nuclear weapons.

Was Germanwings co-pilot 
Andreas Lubitz depressed, 
insane, or abysmally evil 
when he decided to lock that 
cockpit door?

Voice recordings from his 
doomed aircraft reveal that 
as the jet began its rapid 
descent, the passengers 
were quiet. It was only near 
the end of the 8-minute 
plunge that everyone finally 
understood what was re-
ally happening. Only near 
the end did they begin to 
scream.

Like those passengers, a 
growing number of Ameri-
cans feel a helpless dread 
as they come to the ines-
capable conclusion that our 
nation’s decline is an act of 
choice rather than chance. 
The choice of the one man 
who is in full control of our 
8-year plunge.

A man who has locked 
everyone out. . . . .

Time to start screaming!
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Complete Auto Repair
Family Owned & Operated

Tires, brakes, starters, 
alternators, computer 
diagnostics, exhaust, 

transmission, scheduled 
maintenance, oil changes & 

more

Urbana
217 384-5593

212 N. Vine Street
(in schnuck’s plaza)

St. Joseph
217 469-6224

221 E. Warren
(Main & Warren)

10% Discount to GSL Members

National News Shorts

Now, if we could just do the same thing with the FOID card ...
Everytown loses big in Nevada; handgun registry dismantled
(NRA / ILA) - Say goodbye to handgun registration in and around Las Vegas, Nevada. 
On Monday, Nevada Governor Brian Sandoval signed Senate Bill 175, abolishing Clark 
County’s “blue card” handgun registration system while ushering in a host of other pro-gun 
changes to state law. 

Michael Bloomberg’s anti-gun group, Everytown, tried hard to defeat the bill. The bill 
contains several provisions that expand and protect the right to carry and use firearms 
for self-defense.  It also extends Right-to-Carry permit reciprocity to a greater number of 
states and strengthens state preemption of local gun control ordinances.

(Wall Street Journal) - Last September the  
Obama administration produced an FBI 
report that said mass shooting attacks and 
deaths were up sharply—by an average an-
nual rate of about 16% between 2000 and 
2013. Moreover, the problem was worsen-
ing. “The findings establish an increasing 
frequency of incidents,” said the authors. 
“During the first 7 years included in the 
study, an average of 6.4 incidents occurred 
annually. In the last 7 years of the study, 
that average increased to 16.4 incidents 
annually.”

... But late last week,  J. Pete Blair and 
M. Hunter Martaindale, two academics at 
Texas State University who co-authored the 
FBI report, acknowledged that “our data is 
imperfect.” They said that the news media 
“got it wrong” last year when they “mistak-
enly reported mass shootings were on the 
rise.” 

... John Lott of the Crime Prevention 
Research,,, told me in an interview that 
the FBI report is better understood as a 
political document than as a work of serious 
social science. For example, the authors 
chose the year 2000 
as their starting point 
“even though any-
one who has studied 
these trends knows 
that 2000 and 2001 
were unusually quiet 
and had few mass 
shootings.” Data going 
back to the mid-1970s 
is readily available but was ignored. How 
come? Over the past 40 years, there has 
been no statistically significant increase in 
mass shootings in the U.S.

Never mind...
“Mass Shooting” Study Authors:  “Our data was imperfect” 

Colt filing Chapter 11
(Wall Street Journal) - Gun maker Colt 
Defense LLC said late Sunday it is filing 
for chapter 11 bankruptcy-court protection, 
amid business- execution issues and a 
heavy debt burden.

The company has secured $20 million in 
financing from its existing senior lenders 
to continue operating while in bankruptcy 
and expects to remain in business after the 
restructuring.

The West Hartford, Conn., company, with a 
legacy dating to 19th century New England, 
developed a pistol it calls “the gun that won 
the West” and enjoyed a lucrative stretch in 
the late 1990s and early 2000s as supplier 
to the U.S. military of the M4 line of firearms 
widely used by front-line troops.

Texas Governor signs open 
carry
Pflugerville, TX (GSL) - Texas Governor 
Greg Abbott signed into law Texas’ new 
Open Carry law at Red’s Indoor Range in 
Pflugerville.  As of January 1, 2016, open 
carry of pistols by individuals with carry 
licenses will be legal.

In recent weeks, Texas also enacted cam-
pus carry, helping to keep young people in 
Texas safer from lunatics and terrorists with 
evil in their hearts.

Photo courtesy The Truth About Guns.



GunNews Magazine  - 19 - July 2015

DARNALL GUN WORKS & RANGES
FULL LINE GUN SHOP --  INDOOR & OUTDOOR RANGES -- OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Darnall FAST - FireArms Safety Training Group
6125 E. 1175 North Road
Bloomington, IL 61705
Phone:  309-379-4331
Fax:  309-379-4332
www.darnalls.com

NRA 1st Step Basic Pistol
2 evenings 6-8:30 pm     

Every Tuesday & Wednesday

IDNR Hunter Safety Course
To Be Announced

CARRY CONCEALED CLASSES
ILLINOIS STATE POLICE APPROVED

16 Hour Classes  8 Hour Class
           Call!    Call! 

SASS Cowboy Action Shoot
June 20     July 18

3-Gun Shoot
                         June 21     July 19

Machine Gun Rentals!
To Be Announced

CARRY CONCEALED CLASS FEES:
Contact us now to register.

16 hour class - $250.00
8 hour class - $150.00

INDOOR PISTOL RANGE
OUTDOOR PISTOL, RIFLE, & SHOTGUN RANGES

LARGE SELECTION OF FIREARMS
AMMUNITION AVAILABLE

RELOADING SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT

by John Boch
The Illinois General As-
sembly passed Senate Bill 
836 which serves to “clean 
up” some minor provisions 
in Illinois concealed carry 
law and other firearm-relat-
ed issues.  

It’s the only “pro-gun” bill 
Senate President John 
Cullerton has allowed to 
be heard in committee.  It 
passed easily with broad, 
bi-partisan support.

Contents include:

1.  Adds language that a 
person must be age 14 or 
order and have a diag-
nosis as developmentally 
disabled.  There’s also a 
raft of language spelling 
out exactly the disabilities 
that would end a person’s 
firearm civil rights in Illinois.  
Also, later in the trailer bill, 
it changes the word “handi-
cap” to disability, a subtle 
but important change to 
fix a flaw / ambiguity in the 
current law.

2.  There’s new language 
adding to the “clear and 
present danger” section of 
the act.

3.  Allows for the purchase 
of ammunition and long 
guns by participants and 
attendees of the Amateur 
Trap Association’s Grand 
American event at Sparta 
(and other similar events 
for other national-level 
organizations at the World 
Shooting Complex at 
Sparta).   It also eliminates 
the 24-hour waiting period 
on these long-gun pur-
chases at these events for 
registered participants and 
attendees.  This clears up 
some confusion as some 
non-Illinois resident par-
ticipants had difficulty pur-

chasing firearms and even 
ammunition in Illinois.  The 
catch?  The “sanctioning 
body” shall provide to the 
Illinois State Police a list of 
attendees and participants.  
ISP is supposed to destroy 
said list no longer than 30 
days after the event.  The 
ISP was supposed to re-
quire notarized statements 
on change of address for 
concealed carry licensees 
too, but they weren’t…  
Read on for more about 
that.

4.  Inserts new language 
allowing the use of the 
Firearm Concealed Carry 
License in place of the 
FOID card for purchase 
and possession of firearms 
and ammunition.

5.  Inserts language laying 
out an appeals process 
for those diagnosed to 
have mild developmental 
disabilities to allow them to 
retain their firearm owner-
ship rights.

6.  Establishes that pre-
sentation of the concealed 
carry license shall be 
construed as “notification” 
under the “Duty to Inform” 
section that an individual 
is carrying a firearm under 
the provisions of the 
FCCA.  The same section 
also dictates the CCW 
licensee shall permit the 
officer to secure the firearm 
during the duration of 
the investigative stop.  It 

goes on to say that if the 
licensee is transported to 
another location (think am-
bulance ride), the firearm 
can be given to any peace 
officer who will provide a 
receipt.  Once the traf-
fic or investigative stop is 
over, and if the licensee 
is physically and mentally 
capable, the firearm shall 
be returned to them.

7.  New language clarify-
ing that the privacy and 
confidentiality rights and 
privileges of FCCA ap-
plicants only applies to 
in conjunction with deter-
mining whether or not to 
issue a carry license.  This 
cleans up some concerns 
of privacy advocates who 
noted that there were no 
limits on the waiver under 
the existing law.

8.  FCCA license holders 
may now change address-
es without submitting a no-
tarized statement, although 
the notarized statement 
“may” be required.  In the 
existing law, a notarized 
statement was required, 
although that section of the 
law wasn’t enforced (ask 
me how I know).

9.  Eliminates the re-
quirement that the CCW 
firearms must be unloaded 
before exiting the vehicle 
to place them in the trunk 
under the terms of the 
“safe harbor” provisions of 
the FCCA.

10.  Makes an addition the 
the Unlawful Use of Weap-
ons law to allow a FCCA-
licensed individual to carry 
a concealed firearm.

The governor is expected 
to sign the bill into law any 
day now.

Illinois “Clean up” bill goes to governorNational News Shorts

Congressional Democrats:  Born stupid on guns?
Or pandering to extremists?
(Guns Save Life) - Congressional Democrats have been busy little beavers in recent 
weeks, announcing all sorts of new, going-nowhere gun control proposals.  We’re not sure 
if some of the moonbats introducing these proposals of late were just born stupid when it 
comes to firearm civil rights or if they are just pandering to what they wrongly perceive as 
a majority of Americans.

First there was the hare-brained proposal to 
require liability insurance to cover criminal 
misuse of guns.  That was followed up by 
a proposal to spend $60 million in taxpayer 
money to fabricate junk science in support 
of gun control. Then there was the proposal to ban more guns after it was found the TSA 
missed 95% of guns and other contraband brought to security checkpoints.

And now, Democrats in Congress are advancing a proposal for handgun licensing nation-
wide.  It is almost as if they don’t want the support of the 2/3rds or more of Americans who 
support firearm ownership.

(NRA-ILA) - On Wednesday, June 10, 2015, Chairman of the House Committee on Natu-
ral Resources Rob Bishop (R-UT) introduced H.R. 2710, the “Lawful Purpose and Self 
Defense Act of 2015.” This bill would remove BATFE’s authority to interpret or reinterpret 
the “sporting purposes” clauses in federal law, which only serve to undermine the core 
purpose of the Second Amendment. Under Chairman Bishop’s legislation, all lawful pur-
poses – including self-defense – would have to be given due consideration and respect in 
the administration of federal law.

The U.S. Supreme Court ruled in District 
of Columbia v. Heller that the core purpose 
of the Second Amendment is self-defense. 
Nevertheless, many federal laws that 
regulate the importation, possession and 
transfer of firearms measure the lawful util-
ity of firearms based on their usefulness for so-called “sporting purposes.”

The term “sporting purposes” is undefined by federal statute and has been subject to 
several reinterpretations by the BATFE and its predecessor agency. BATFE and anti-
gun administrations have exploited the lack of a clear definition of “sporting purposes” to 
bypass Congress and impose gun control through executive fiat. The most recent (and 
perhaps most infamous) example of this was the Obama administration’s attempt to ban a 
highly popular form of ammunition for the AR-15, America’s most popular rifle.

H.R. 2710 would put a stop to this for good and accomplish the following essential reforms 
to federal firearms laws:

Eliminate ATF’s authority to reclassify popular rifle ammunition as “armor piercing am-•	
munition.” ...
Provide for the lawful importation of any non-NFA firearm or ammunition that may •	
otherwise be lawfully possessed and sold within the United States. ...
Protect shotguns, shotgun shells, and certain rifles from arbitrary classification as •	
“destructive devices.” ...
Broaden the temporary interstate transfer provision to allow temporary transfers for all •	
lawful purposes rather than just for “sporting purposes.” ...

Bill to end BATFE’s “Sporting Purposes” test
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Pontiac!

Terrance c. Sullivan, managing broker

Lyons-suLLivan ReaLty, inc.
321 W. madiSon STreeT, PonTiac, il 61764 
office 815-842-1400 | direcT 815-674-6299 

LyonssuLLivanReaLty.com

GSL’s Pontiac Regional Coordinator John 
Gahm called the meeting to order and, as 
is custom, led the audience in the Pledge of 
Allegiance.  

He then asked the veterans to remain 
standing and just about half of those in at-
tendance were recognized and thanked for 
their service to our nation.

We then welcomed newcomers to the 
meeting.  While we didn’t have anyone 
from as far away as New Zealand as we 
did last month, it was still a great turn out 
with a number of newcomers.  May you all 
become regulars!

Chris Metz
Operation Santa

First up to speak was Chris Metz.  She’s 
president of Operation Santa, and she told 
the story of the program.

Stolen from operationsanta.info:

It began in the heart of Marine mom Patti 
Smith. During Christmas  2005, her son 
was serving in Ramadi, Iraq. Unable to 
consider receiving anything for herself, 
she instead set out to provide Christmas 
for  her son and the 40 Marines in his 
platoon.

Composing a list of desired items and 
money for shipping, the list  was given to 
everyone she met. Word spread quickly 
and others got on board. At mission’s 
end, enough for 200 troops came in-five 
times the amount asked for!

Over the years we have shipped 204,722 
stockings to our troops.

Mrs. Metz said the support has been 
overwhelmingly positive, although there 
are notable exceptions.  She said that their 
inner circle of volunteers goes over every 

Christmas card to ensure there are no inap-
propriate messages.  Asked what the nature 
of inappropriate messages was, she replied 
it was vile hatred and evil messages from 
anti-war types.  “We’ve had people yelling 
at us in the entrance to Walmart,” she re-
called.  “Not everyone supports our troops,” 
she lamented.

She brought some cards and those in at-
tendance wrote their best holiday wishes 
for our troops.  Tammy Williams began 
passing a collection canister for donations 
to help pay the shipping for the stockings, 
which all contain a Christmas card, and an 
assortment of highly sought after items for 
the the troops including travel-sized soaps 
and shampoos, and a bunch of other small 
items in a Christmas stocking.  Everything 
is donated except for postage to ship the 
items.

They are wanting to send upwards of 
10,000 stockings this year, a daunting task 
indeed.

GSL members contributed generously and 
it was a little emotional for Metz as Tammy 
Williams presented her with a little over 
$350 in cash for shipping for this year’s 
project.

Main Speakers:
The Johnson Law Group
Brett Wright, Brendan Bukalski and Mark 
Johnson from the Johnson Law Group’s 
Bloomington office came up and spoke 
to the audience about the importance of 
having an attorney represent you in matters 
dealing with gun rights and any instances 
where charges might be forthcoming.

All three guys seemed to be gun guys first, 
and good friends as well.  They have a lot 

of past experienced as cops and prosecu-
tors, and know how the system works.  
They can make that system work favorably 
for you when they are working on your 
behalf.  Mr. Johnson said $500 will get 
them started.  In some cases, that might be 
all that’s needed.  In other more complex 
cases, that’ll be just the beginning but it can 
make the difference between facing criminal 
charges and not.

They gave the example of a concealed 
carry licensee who inadvertently left his 
jacket at a bar.  In the jacket was his CCW 
piece and his license.  He went home and 
the bar’s staff found the jacket and called 
police.

He had the good sense to contact a lawyer 
before talking with police and the Johnson 
Law people represented him in “negotia-
tions” with the police and prosecutors.  In 
the end, after explaining that it was an over-
sight that wouldn’t happen again, the state’s 
attorney opted not to file charges and he 
got his gun back.  

Bukalski and Johnson talked about what to 
say to the police after a deadly force inci-
dent.  In short, if you can’t remember to play 
the victim, identify evidence and witnesses, 
and then ask to speak with an attorney, 
then just say, “I need to speak with my at-
torney before I answer any questions.”  

They also recommended asking for an 
ambulance ride to get checked out at the 
hospital.

They have an 800-number at their firm 
where you can reach an attorney 24/7 in 
case of an emergency.  Look for them to 
appear at other GSL meeting locations in 
coming months.

Big R provided the gun this month.  Next 
month’s gun is a Glock 43, provided by the 
good folks at South Post Guns in Streator.

We’ll see you next month!

He won.  Again.

Jim Kirk won again.  This is about gun #9 
he’s won at GSL meetings.  He’s pictured 
here with John Gahm, left and Jackie Grag-
son from Big R in Pontiac who provided the 
gun this month!

From left, Brendan Bukalski, Brett Wright 
and Mark Johnson from the Johnson Law 
Group answer questions from the audience.  
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DAVE’S FIREARMS
Firearms - Ammunition - Reloading - Accessories

IT’S TIME to stop in and see the Largest Selection of 
Firearms and Accessories in East Central Illinois, in our 
NEWLY EXPANDED SHOWROOM.

Located between 
St. Joseph and Urbana, 

IL., on Route 150 
in Mayview

IN THE 

BIG RED 
BUILDING

1868 CR 1600 N.
Urbana, IL   61802

217-469-8000

If you have no capacity for violence then 
you are a healthy productive citizen: 
a sheep.  If you have a capacity for 
violence and no empathy for your fellow 
citizens, then you have defined an ag-
gressive sociopath - a wolf.  But what if 
you have a capacity for violence, and a 
deep love for your fellow citizens?  Then 
you are a sheepdog, a warrior, someone 
who is walking the hero’s path.  Some-
one who can walk into the heart of dark-
ness, into the universal human phobia, 
and walk out unscathed.

-Col. Dave Grossman

by John Boch
In my contacts with gun owners in Illinois, 
I hear a common refrain:  It costs too darn 
much to get your Illinois carry license.  

That we can all agree upon, but some 
folks are taking this to an extreme - using 
the cost as a self-imposed roadblock to 
legally carry a firearm in Illinois.  Some view 
their non-participation as a form of protest 
against what they see as another govern-
ment “tax”.  In my view that’s very short-
sighted and I’ll tell you why right now.

The cost to apply is $153 and change; too 
much we can all agree.  My question to 
you is what is the deductible on your health 
insurance for an ambulance ride?

I know a delightful older couple, GSL 
members both, who visited with another 
like-minded couple at Cracker Barrel in 

Urbana every Tuesday night.  That is until 
a Tuesday night when a pair of brothers 
decided to pull an armed robbery of the 
restaurant - and its customers.  

The male half of their friends got an am-
bulance ride and a bunch of staples in his 
head after he thought the armed robbery 
was a joke.  

“I thought we were going to die that night,” 
Jimmy told me - as his wife was nodding 
her head in agreement with a deadly seri-
ous look on her face. 

Violent crime can happen to any of us - 
even if we’re not engaging in risky behavior.  
Yes, even at Cracker Barrel.  

Training is too expensive you say?  

You get what you pay for in life, including 
concealed carry training.  Affordable training 
can be had for less than $100 for the full 
16-hours.  High-quality training can be had 
for a couple of hundred bucks more plus 
a few boxes of ammo.  Either of those too 
much for you?  What would be your co-pay 
for an ER visit, tests and stapling your head 
back together?  

Then there is the direct financial loss of get-
ting robbed.  How much did you pay for that 
smart phone they took?  How much money 
did you have in your wallet?  How much of 
a pain in the butt will it be to get new IDs, 
credit cards, and related documents?  Yes, 
you can’t employ deadly force to prevent a 

simple theft, but you can threaten it - and 
use it - in the face of a robbery.  Most of 
the time, when you reach for your gun and 
move off the “X” as a potential robbery un-
folds, the criminal perpetrator will abruptly 
disengage.  That means no injuries, medi-
cal bills or property loss for you.

What’s more, there is the psychological toll 
of victimization.  If you are competent with 
a handgun for self-defense and you don’t 
have it with you when that critical moment 
comes, you’ll have forfeited your most ef-

fective tool to protect and defend innocent 
life.  You could suffer death at the hands of 
a violent perpetrator, depriving your loved 
ones of your companionship, financial con-
tributions and shared memories.

More likely you will survive, but you may 
suffer long-term injuries and psychological 
trauma.  

If one or more loved ones perish or are 
seriously injured because you elected not to 
get licensed and carry in protest over a few 
hundred bucks’ cost, you will live with that 
self-doubt and guilt for the rest of your life.  
Who among us wouldn’t risk our lives to 
protect our children or grand children?  Or 
spouses.  (Please, no jokes.)  

Stubbornly refusing to get licensed in 
protest of Illinois’ too-high license fee brings 
to mind the old expression “Penny wise, 
Pound foolish”.

A whole lot of us worked tirelessly for many 
years to finally bring some form of right-to-
carry to Illinois.  You may have even had 
a role in it yourself, through something as 
simple as membership in gun rights organi-
zations such as NRA, ISRA or GSL.  

Yes, you have a choice like everyone else 
about whether or not to pursue a license.  If 
you’re reading GunNews, you’re probably 
more of a sheepdog than a sheep.  

Don’t let $153 plus training hold you back 
from a concealed carry license for the 
wrong reasons.  Your loved ones are count-
ing on you.

Penny wise

POUND
FOOLISH

Central Illinois’ Largest
GUN AUCTIONS

2601 Lakeland Blvd., Mattoon, IL 

Also, consignment and estate auctions.  Consignments welcome! 
Complete listings & photos at www.bauerauction.com

Next big gun auction:  July 20th, 2014
Ron Baker FFL  (217) 273-5056
Bauer Auction (217) 259-5956

Lic. #440000242  

Don’t let $153 plus training hold you back from a 
concealed carry license for the wrong reasons.

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S REPORT
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Space is available for advertisements in GunNews 
Magazine.  The current circulation is now 20,000 copies, 
distributed mostly in Illinois.  SIGN UP NOW.  

Ad rates Once    5+ times       One year 
Full page  $250 $200 $150  ($1800 total)
Half page $150 $125 $100    ($1200 total)
Quarter   $100 $80 $65   ($780 total)
Eighth  $65 $50 $40   ($480 total)
Sixteenth $40 $35 $25    ($300 total)
Columns are 12” tall and 2.4” wide.  

Guaranteed four-color ad placement is twice the normal 
rate, as space permits.

Deadline
The first Friday of the month preceding publication.

Ad Submissions
Ideally, ad should be in electronic format or camera / scan-
ner ready.  If in electronic format, Adobe InDesign (3.0) is 
strongly preferred, although a high-quality Adobe .pdf will 
work.  They can be submitted via email to johnnaese at 
frontier.com or via CD or DVD to GunNews, PO Box 51, 
Savoy, Illinois 61874.  

If not in electronic format or camera ready, submit a basic 
description of what the ad should look like (business name, 
address, phone, product lines, prices, hours, message, 
etc) and we will put an ad together for you.

 

Advertising Information

Coming events  -- to add your event, email johnnaese at frontier.com

DIRECTORY

Appleseed Marksmanship and 
Heritage Events

Bonfield, IL - July 18 & 19
McLean, IL (Holland Farm) - August 8 & 9
Waterman, IL: - Aug. 29 & 30
Marion, IL - Sept. 12 & 13
Leroy, IL - Sept. 19 & 20
Bonfield, IL - Oct. 17 & 18

Shooters can attend one or both days.  
For info about these Appleseed events 
you can go to: www.appleseedinfo.org; or 
email johnnaese@frontier.com or call 217-
840-0246.  At appleseedinfo.org, select 
“Appleseed” from the top menu bar, then 
“schedule”.   You’ll be able to pick a state 
and see all the events on the schedule.  

United States Rifleman’s Association
Aug. 15 - Intro to Tactical Carbine, 
Chillicothe, IL
Aug. 29 - Intro to Defensive Handgun, 
Durand, IL
Aug. 29 - Intro to Defensive Handgun, 
Bonfield, IL
Aug. 30 - Intro to Tactical Carbine 2, 
Durand, IL.  
www.usrifleman.org; (847) 920-USRA 
(8772) Email: info@usrifleman.org

Danville Rifle and Pistol Club, 
Oakwood, IL.

Bullseye Shoot - Every Wednesday, May 
through the last Wednesday in August.  
Match begins at 5 pm and concludes 
about 7:30 pm.  
Steel Plate Challenge Match – 2nd 
Sunday of each month, March through 
December (weather permitting).  Sign 
up is from 9 to 9:45 am; after a shooter’s 
meeting, hammer falls at 10 am.  Match 
concludes at about 12:30 pm.  You can 
use a .22 rifle, .22 pistol, or a center fire 
pistol.   
July 19 - Plinker Match, .22 rifles and 
pistols.  Bob Kelly, 217-474-7824.  
July 26 - the rescheduled Myron Deck-
ard Memorial Match.  
Directions: Take Oakwood exit off I-74, 
go north four miles and turn left at 2250N.  
Range a quarter mile down on right.
Larry Pasquale, 217-443-2050, 
l.pasquale@drpc-danville.com.  
Range website is www.drpc-danville.com/

Foosland Sportsmens Club
July 18 - Bullseye 101, 8am to 10am 
Monthly on the third Saturday, until Octo-
ber 3, 2015.  3-30 shot strings, 90 rounds 
total usually .22 and .45 cal (but any 
handgun will work).  
Friday night Trap shoot, 6 pm; Weekly on 
Fridays, until August 28, 2015
www.fooslandsportsmensclub.com 

Leroy Rifle and Pistol Club
July 5 - Blackpowder Shoot, 1 pm, Susie 
Hulvey, 217-935-6804 
July 12 - Bullseye pistol competition, 9am 
to 4 pm - Dick Miller coordinator, 309-962-

8102, pistol@lerpyrifleandpistolclub.org  
Every Thursday Evening, 4pm to 9pm – 
50 bird Trap Derby. Dick Miller, 309-962-
8102 rcmillerir2001@vahoo.com 

St. Joseph Sportsman’s Club
Every Wed (5-10p) & Sat. (noon-4) – Trap 
and skeet shooting, open to the public. 
stjosephsportsmanclub@gmail.com; or 
Call (217) 469-2768.  

Westville Sportsmans Club  
Every Wednesday: Trapshooting Practice 
open to the public 6-10pm.  Every Sat-
urday:  Trapshooting Games open to the 
public 6-10pm.  Kitchen open both nights.  
Rifle and Pistol Range open to mem-
bers only during daylight hours.  $55.00 
single/$75.00 family yearly memberships 
available.  nuthinbutdust@yahoo.com / 
217-267-2612.

Darnall’s GunWorks and Ranges, 
Bloomington, IL

July 5 - IDPA Shoot
July 18 - SASS Cowboy Shoot
July 19 - 3-Gun Shoot
July 23 through 26 - NRA Youth Shooting 
Camp, recommended ages 10-16.  

Tuesday through Sunday, Trap shooting 
and indoor pistol range open to the public 
9 am until closing.  
Every Tuesday and Wednesday, NRA First 
Steps pistol, 6:30 pm.  
For information about events or to register 
for a CCW class, calls Darnall’s at 309-
379-4331, or see www.darnalls.com.  
Also see their ad in this issue for a list of 
classes.  

ISRA Range, Bonfield, IL
July 25 - Women On Target pistol class.  
8:30 is registration, class is 9:00-3:30. 
Class size is limited to 40 students.  Guns 
and ammo, ear and eye protection, are 
supplied, as well as lunch!  To register for 
this event or for information about  other 
events, see www.isra.org, or call the ISRA 
office at 815-635-3198.  

Highland Rifle & Pistol Club, Highland, 
IL

July 4 & 5 - Sam Jenny Registered 
Trap Shoot
July 18 -  - 2700 Pistol Shoot, 8 am - 4 pm
July 25 - State Free Pistol, 8 am to 1 pm.  
618-654-5971; www.highlandgunclub.com.  

High Caliber Training Center and In-
door Range, Urbana, IL

 Glock Sport Shooting Foundation Indoor 
Match Series, July 11, and August 8 - 8 
am.  
Summer Rimfire League:  8 weeks on 
Tuesdays starting June 9 and ending 
August 11.  
Summer Centerfire League:  10 weeks on 
Mondays, starting on June 15 and ending 
August 17.  

Every Friday Night:  Date night; special 
pricing for couples.  
July 4 - Indepedence Day Shoot-Out; 
begins at 8 am.  $20 per shooter; up to 44 
shooters.  After each round of 50 shots, 
the top half of shooters go on until the top 
3 win prizes.  
July 4 - Drone Shoot - $10 entry fee for 10 
shots - Winner takes home a drone.  
Open to the public Monday through 
Sunday.  Indoor pistol, rifle, and shotgun 
range.  
For information about events or to register 
for courses, call 217-344-4282 or visit 
www.highcalibertrainingcenter.com. Also 
see their ad in this issue.  

MEETINGS
June 28 - Chicago GSL - Sunday, June 
28, at the Oak Lawn VFW, 9514 S. 52nd 
Ave., Oak Lawn, IL, 60453.  Dinner and 
Conversation begin around 4 pm; Meeting 
at 5:30 pm.  ‘Bear’ St. Pierre, estpierre@
gunssavelife.com; 217-480-2327.
July 2 -  Peoria GSL, Childers Banquet 
Center, 3113 Dries Lane, Peoria, IL   
61604.  Steve Schnurbusch at steve_
schnurbusch@hotmail.com
July 6 - Sangamon County Rifle Assn. 
Meeting, at 6:30 p.m. at KC Banquet Hall, 
2200 S. Meadowbrook Road, Springfield, 
IL.  Don Gwinn, 217-502-2452; 
dongwinn@thefiringline.com.  
July 7 – Pontiac GSL, VFW Post 886, 
531 W. Lincoln Ave., Pontiac, IL   61764.  
John Gahm, 815-848-1252, jgahm@
mchsi.com.  
July 8 - Charleston GSL South, Charles-
ton VFW, 1821 20th Street, Charleston, IL.  
July 14 – Champaign Guns Save Life, 
Fluid Events, 601 N. Country Fair Drive, 
Champaign, IL.  ‘Bear’ St. Pierre, estpi-
erre@gunssavelife.com; 217-480-2327.  

Other Events of Interest
June 27 & 28 - Youth / Women’s Wing-
shooting Clinic, St. Charles Sportsmen’s 
Club, Elburn, IL.  630-363-6180.  
July 4 – South Suburban Police Pistol 
League, 30 round Bullseye matches, 9 
am to 5 pm, Midlothian, IL.  Norm Pestlin, 
708-532-4743 
July 5 - Old Fashioned Picnic and Sporting 
Clays Shoot, 12:f30 pm, Immanuel Lu-
theran Church, 390 County Road 2400E, 
Broadlands, IL.  John Naese, 217-840-
0246.  
July 11 - As-issued Military Match, Tri-
State Gun Club, Montrose, Iowa.  9 am 
start.  mbmullen@q.com  
July 14 – Knox County Riflemen monthly 
meeting, 7pm, VFW Post 2257, Gales-
burg, IL.  Facebook.com/knoxriflemen. 
July 19 - Lake County Gun & Sportsman 
Show, VFW, Antioch, IL.  Mike Quist, 847-
548-0433.  www.gunshowz.com 
July 20 - Tri-State Friends of NRA, Pink 
Tavern, Lomax, IL.  Dorn & Sally Luder, 
217-852-3371, tristatenra@gmail.com.  
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Sharp Defense
Jim Sharp

N.R.A. & Illinois Concealed Carry Classes
Paxton, IL

Serving Ford, Iroquois, Livingston, McLean, Piatt, 
Champaign, Vermilion Counties and beyond

Call 217 379-3652 
email:  training@sharpcs.com

Prices are rising all over, and that in-
cludes advertising in GunNews.  

We’ll be rasing ad rates on September 1.  

If you have thought about advertising in 
GunNews, but haven’t gotten around to it 
yet, now would be a good time to lock in 
the current rates for up to one year.  

Current advertisers can also lock in sav-
ings by renewing now for up to a year at 
the current rates.  

Why advertise in GunNews?  Because 
20,000 intelligent people - good, produc-

tive gun-owning citizens with money to 
spend, read the paper each month.  In 
addition, issues are posted online and 
thousands more eyes will see your ads 
in downloaded copies of the paper.  

AND you’re supporting a grass roots 
organization that gets its members 
involved, and constantly educates the 
public to the proven benefits of firearms 
ownership.  

Want to do an ad but don’t know how?  
Let us know what you need, and we’ll 
help you create it.  

Time to Advertise in GunNews
Ad rates are going up, effective September 1...
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Renew or sign up for a new 
one-year membership in 
Guns Save Life (form on back 
cover), and you can sign up a 
second individual for an an-
nual membership for only $20 
more.  

They will enjoy full member-
ship privileges in Guns Save 

Life, including delivery of 
GunNews to their mailbox 
each month.  Limited time of-
fer.  Enroll now!  No limit on 
this deal.  For example:  sign 
up for a three-year member-
ship or renewal, you can sign 
up three new members for 
$20 each.

A SCREAMING GOOD DEAL:

Sign up a friend for only $20 more...

 

Join Guns Save Life
Name

Address

City                                                                     State             ZIP

Telephone (for urgent alerts only)                      E-mail

Dues:

Donations:

Is this a gift membership?  If so, from whom:

_______   $30 - Annual membership
_______   $20 - Sign up a friend bonus
            (with a regular annual membership)
_______   $90 - Three-year membership
_______ $1000 - Life Membership 
_______  $500 - Life Membership Age 65+

_______   Legal Defense Fund donation
_______   Range Acquisition Fund donation
_______   Burma-style Sign Fund donation

_______    Total Enclosed

We encourage anyone who supports civil rights, particularly the civil right of 
self-defense to join with us in our battle to retain and restore our civil rights.  

Clip this application and mail it along with your check to 
GunsSaveLife.com, PO Box 51, Savoy, IL 61874.   Thanks!

Do you like GunNews?

Would you like it delivered to your 
house each month?

Join the family today.  It’s just $30 
each year and that allows us to 
continue our good work, including 
publication of GunNews each month.

Membership has its privileges.

*  First consideration for Guns Save 
Life’s legal defense fund for im-
proper arrests relating to guns.

*  Guns save Life is a CMP-eligible 
club.  Visit thecmp.org to see how you 
can order an M1 Garand rifle!

*  GunNews mailed to your house 
each month.  No more hoping some-
one dropped them off at your favorite 
sporting goods shop or restaurant.

*  Discounts at some gun shops

*  Discounts on products and ser-
vices from the club and its mem-
bers.  Members get it cheaper.

*  Pride of ownership in our famous 
highway signs.  Yes, you may call 
them “your own” when telling friends 
about them.

Join the family today.  Welcome 
home!

JOIN THE GUNS SAVE LIFE 
FAMILY TODAY.

SIGN UP HERE.

TK CustomStore.com
  24x7 Online Firearms & Sporting Goods Store

   

Kimber Stocking Master Dealer, STI Stocking Level II Dealer, Glock Semi-Autos, 
S&W Revolvers - Semi-Autos - Rifles, Ruger Handguns - Long Guns, Rock River Rifles

Physical Store
503 N. Church St.
Thomasboro, IL   

61878
Tom@TKCustom.com
(217) 643-2002

M-F 9A-5P
Saturday 9A-3P

CLOSED Sunday

Women in the Outdoors 
coming to Chillicothe

The Big Sandy Spurs Crazyhorse Chapter 
of the National Wild Turkey Federation will 
be hosting a Women in the Outdoors event 
on Friday, Aug. 21 and Saturday, Aug. 22.  

Women can sign up for No Frills Friday (a 
three hour evening course) or both days 
(Friday evening and all day Saturday.  

The event will be held at the Chillicothe 
Sportsman’s Club, on Route 29 just north of 
Peoria.  

For more information, contact Maria Geiger 
at (309)274-6823, or email tomaria78@
gmail.com. 


