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Guns Save Life Meetings
Rantoul:  •	 Second Tuesday of month:  Tuesday, July 8th  
The Linden, 224 Wheat Ave., Rantoul, IL 61866
Pontiac:  •	 First Tuesday of month:  Tuesday, July 1st 
Pontiac VFW Post 886, 531 W. Lincoln Ave., Pontiac, Illinois 61764
Effingham:		•	 First Thurs. of the month: Thursday, July 3rd 
Effingham County Sportsmen’s Club, 14295 N. 1025th Street,  
Effingham, IL 62401
Peoria:  •	 First Thurs. of the month:  Thursday, July 3rd 
Peoria Pizza Works, 3921 N. Prospect, Peoria Heights, IL 61616

Dinner, conversation, exhibits at 5:00 p.m.  Meetings at 7 p.m.

Come on out and join us. The public is encouraged to attend!  

Good food and good friends. It’s a lot of fun too!
Meetings are free and open to public.  Dinner is optional.
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Guns are merely a distraction from 
Obama’s many failures
by Jeff Knox
(World Net Daily) - Gun control is a 
political diversion. 

When the president of the United 
States is asked about his proud-
est achievements and his great-
est frustrations in office, and his 
response is to decry the lack of 
action to restrict the enumerated 
constitutional rights of Americans, 
that’s a diversion. 

Obama could have talked about 
the slow creeping economic 
“recovery.” He could have talked 
about the nation’s astronomical, 
and growing, debt. He could have 
mentioned the failure to develop 
anything close to a balanced 
budget. He could have talked 
about the loss of life in Iraq and 
Afghanistan – and the crumbling 
of progress toward freedom for 
the people in those countries, 
particularly women – the mistakes 
leading to and following the attack 
in Benghazi, the brouhaha over 
federal law enforcement selling 
guns to Mexican traffickers in total 
disregard of the consequences 
of that action, the total failure of 
his vision for “clean” energy, the 
growing instability of the dollar in 
the world market, or hundreds of 
other pressing, serious and crush-
ing problems, but he didn’t. Instead 

he talked about “gun violence” and 
Congress’ “failure” to enact restric-
tions on Americans’ fundamental, 
constitutional right to keep and 
bear arms.

Deaths of children in schools and 
demented individuals going on 
murderous rampages are abso-
lutely terrible problems that need 
to be seriously addressed, but all 
evidence shows that none of the 
proposals Obama complained 
about not being implemented could 
have or would have had the slight-
est impact on those tragedies.

Obama himself unintentionally ad-
mitted both the futility of his “mod-
est” gun control proposals and the 
real objective of those proposals as 
steps toward a bigger goal when 
he praised the draconian response 
of Australia to a mass murder. 
They almost completely banned 
the private possession of firearms 
and instituted harsh restrictions on 
the few guns left in civilian hands. 
That nation had been slowly creep-
ing down a path of “reasonable” 
restrictions for decades, but when 
one violent lunatic committed an 
unspeakable atrocity, the “modest” 
and “reasonable” measures were 
shown to be merely the launch pad 

Continued on page 7.

Why should you learn how to shoot one-handed with your weak hand?  Amanda B. holds a weighted 
“baby” while engaging with her weak hand as one of many practical shooting exercises at the GSL De-
fense Training Intermediate Personal Protection:  Training to Live and Win course at Darnall’s GunWorks 
and Ranges in Bloomington on Sunday, June 7th.

Good	guys	with	guns	stop	bad	guys	with	guns;	save	lives
(Guns Save Life) - The only thing that stops bad guys with guns and evil in their hearts is a good guy with 
a gun.  Some dispute the fact that over a million times each year, armed good guys thwart criminal at-
tacks.  For a sampling of some of those incidents where police were involved - a tiny minority of the many 
instances of defensive gun uses - turn to page 15 of this issue of GunNews. 

This issue of GunNews	is	dedicated	to	one	of	those	good	guy	individuals,	Joseph	Wilcox	of	Las	
Vegas,	Nevada,	who	lost	his	life	engaging	a	spree	killer	to	save	innocent	life.

DISTRACTION
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Burma-style	highway	sign	count:		
24 sets, 10 counties, two states.  
500,000+ sightings per day, 182+ million per year

GUNS SAVE LIFE.com

Guns Save Life
Rantoul
It was an action-packed evening at the Ran-
toul Guns Save Life meeting on June 10th.  

GSL President John Boch called the meet-
ing to order, led the audience in the Pledge 
of Allegiance and then we welcomed new-
comers, as is our custom.

President’s Report.
Mr. Boch led off with good news for GSL:  
our website has crested one million 
unique	visitors	in	the	past	week.  He 
described it as “insanely busy”.

Senator Sam McCann is flirting with run-
ning for governor as an independent.  Mr. 
Boch offered his analysis that a McCann 
entry into the race would split the downstate 
vote, giving the election to Quinn.  While we 
consider Sam McCann part of our family, 
we’d rather roll the dice on Rauner than 
get another four years of Pat “I hate guns” 
Quinn.

GSL	Elections	/	Boch	stepping	down.	 
Also under the category of elections, we’ll 
be looking for nominations for the Guns 
Save Life Officers and a couple of direc-
tors in the next two months.  “Two terms is 
enough for me,” Boch said, announcing his 
intention to step down as president of Guns 
Save Life at the end of this term.  “It’s time 
for someone else to take the helm.”

The NRA	Youth	Shooting	Camp will be 
held July 24-27 at Darnall’s in Bloomington.  
Applications are still being accepted and 
can be found at darnalls.com.  “If you’ve got 
a kid or grandchild in the 9-17 age range, 
send them!  They’ll love it,” Boch said.

John talked up Joe	Wilcox, the concealed 
carry licensee who intervened to confront 
the Las Vegas cop killers.  Wilcox was killed 
before he could shoot because he didn’t 
see the female half of the killer couple come 
up behind him.  He still saved countless 
innocent lives, giving people a chance to 
escape the store and also throwing the kill-
ers off their plan.  “This should be a lesson 
to all of us who carry,” Boch said.  “If you’re 
going to take action in public to save inno-
cent life, you must break tunnel vision and 
look around for other threats!”  

Another story had a happier ending as gun 
guy Jon Meis tackled the Seattle Pacific 
University spree killer as he reloaded.  Mr. 
Meis is getting married in a few days and 
his wedding registry was bought out almost 
overnight, as was his honeymoon.  Well 
wishers are still collecting donations totally 
over $50,000 for the young couple, in grati-
tude for his heroic and courageous act to 
save innocent life.

The “NO GUNS” signs at Seattle Pac U 
failed - and closer to home, the result is the 
same.  In Chicago, cops found dead bodies 
directly under “NO GUNS” signs.

Still closer to home, the new Gander 
Mountain	in	Champaign is open on North 
Prospect Ave.  Inside is a reputed 3500 

Tyronn Lee, one of the Cross Trail Outfitters young men, draws the winning ticket for the 
super sweet Ruger 1911 we gave away.  Dan Davis (Sr.) was the lucky winner.  Dennis 
Reed looks on.  CTO is an organization that teaches at-risk young men from fatherless 
families how to be good Christian men through outdoor activities, mentoring and much 
more. 

Happiness is a new 1911!
Dan Davis, left, was the lucky winner of the 
brand new Ruger 1911 pistol which was our 
June 2014 drawing gun.  GSL President 
John Boch makes the presentation here.

Christ Betley, GSL’s sponsored shooter, and his daughter Hope 
talk about their experience at the Biachi Cup, the NRA’s world 
Action Shooting Championship.  Chris finished #27 in the world in 
the Production Class. 

Frank Wright, standing in front of a table full of gear, discusses the 
fundamentals of casting your own lead bullets for the audience, 
drawing more than a few chuckles to his quips.

guns and a lot of ammunition and more 
sporting goods than you can shake a stick 
at.

Guns Save Life is proud to welcome aboard 
our new	corporate	counsel	Jeff	Kramer	
from Beckett and Webber.  Mr. Kramer 
introduced himself to the audience, describ-
ing his past - including studying at the U of 
I law school and returning to Champaign-
Urbana some years later.  We hope not to 
need his services, but he’s available for 
members to consult and for hire for firearm-
related legal help.

There were tickets available for at least 
three charitable fundraisers giving away 
guns.  GSL members Ben and Linda Pot-
ter were selling tickets for a drawing to 
benefit the Otto Newlin Shooting Range in 
Georgetown.  Another of our GSL family, 
Scott Maves was selling tickets to help pay 
for some of the expenses to bring a friend’s 
ill mother back from Taiwan.  And Scott 
Harper was selling tickets on behalf of the 
Dinosores Motorcycle Club to help fund a 
new disabled veterans’ housing facility at 
the University of Illinois.

Guest Speaker
Stephen	Stewart	for	
C.I.	Shooting	Sports,	Normal
Stephen Stewart came out to introduce 
himself and talk about the newest indoor 
range coming to Central Illinois - the C.I. 
Shooting	Sports facility under construction 
in Normal, IL.

The new facility will be 25,000+ square feet 
of modern retail space and a 16-lane range 
for shooting up to .30 caliber rifles.  “It’s go-
ing to be the nic-
est indoor range 
around,” Stewart 
said with a grin.  
“It’s going to be 
very nice.”

Action Targets is 
doing the range 
work at the new 
facility and their 
crew from Utah 
is working on it 
right now.  “They 
dropped off 
99,000 pounds 
of chipped rub-

Stephen Stewart.

Tifani Piper.

ber ahead of schedule,” Stewart said.  He 
described it as a LOT of rubber.

Stewart noted that the range will be very 
clean and the adjacent shooters lounge will 
be well-appointed.  “We’re going to have a 
lounge with pool table, couch, big screen 
TVs and lots of amenities,” he said.  

Memberships are available for both individ-
uals and businesses.  With memberships, 
folks can shoot for an unlimited amount of 
time during the week and for up to an hour 
at a time on the weekends.  “There’s no 
additional fees once you’re a member,” he 
said.
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For more information, including photos as 
the construction progresses, visit the C.I. 
Shooting Sports Facebook page.

Guest Speaker
Chris & Hope Betley
Chris Betley, GSL’s sponsored shooter, 
talked about his experience at the recent Bi-
anchi Cup.  He finished up 27th in Produc-
tion class and 14-year-old Hope competed 
as well, doing better than last year and 
gaining some experience at the same time.

The audience managed to get young and 
slightly stage frightened Hope to talk about 
what she likes about shooting and what 
she shoots (Springfield XDM pistol and a 
Benelli M2 shotgun).  Of course, she shoots 
a customized AR as well.

Chris also talked about Hope’s trip to the 
NRA convention with Tifani Piper.  Chris 
didn’t say it during the meeting, but New 
Zealander Piper is a five- or six-time world 
champion shooter who attracted throngs of 
people seeking her autograph at the NRA 
convention in Indianapolis earlier this year.

Both Chris and Hope are scheduled to com-
pete at a number of events this summer.

Main Speaker
Tim	Giblin
Full-time professional firearms instructor 
Tim Gibliin was our featured speaker for the 
evening.  He came up from Carbondale, IL 
to join us and talk practical training.

In the introduction, John Boch noted that 
Giblin is in the unique position of having his 
class as part of the available curriculum to 
students at Southern Illinois University at 
Carbondale.

“They wanted to hire me on, but they don’t 
let me advertise the course to students,” 
Giblin began by saying.  “In other words, 
nobody knows we’re there.”

Officially the school was seeking a pistol 
training course in part because of students 
buying handguns and then accidentally (or 
negligently) shooting themselves.

He went on to say the former head of SIU, 
in his opinion, really brought the course to 
the college to burnish her resume while she 
was applying for a college administrator job 
for a school in the very gun-loving state of 
Arizona.

Giblin talked training, of course, urging 
members of the audience to get training, 
but to make sure it’s pragmatic and appli-
cable to their daily lives.

Mr. Giblin gave an example, discussing 
how some regular, everyday folks wanted 
to learn the “Marine Corps” way of fight-
ing with their rifles.  “First of all, you’re not 
wearing a plate vest, and even with seven 
years’ experience as a Marine, I don’t shoot 
that way today.”  

Time, money and ammunition are better 
spent learning things like how to shoot 
with someone hanging onto your back as if 
you’re escorting a loved one out of a danger 
zone - or holding a toddler.  

Asked if there is some advice he can give 
to the average Joe about concealed carry, 
Giblin said “carry a flashlight” - and don’t 
give it away to anyone because you must 
be able to identify your target before you 
shoot.  Most deadly force encounters take 
place in low-light or no-light environs.

He also talked about gun rights advocacy.  
“Go home and think about what you’re do-
ing with guns to make your life better and 
promote gun rights,” he said, adding that 
the goal when interacting with people in 
public is to be a good representative of gun 
owners.  

For example, while presenting a “No Guns 
= No Money” card to a business owner, 
present yourself as the desirable, ideal 
customer.

He noted that the “NO GUNS = NO MON-
EY” cards are incredibly effective when 
properly used and presented.  “I sometimes 
simply tape them to the window,” Giblin 
said.

Unaware that GSL distributes those cards, 
he brought some that he had bought online.  
“These are even better!” he said of the GSL 
cards.

While signs went up at a number of busi-
nesses in Carbondale earlier this year, 
“half or more of them have come down 
since then” thanks to gun owner advocacy.  
In some cases, businesses there were 
“posted” by anti-gun individuals without 
management’s permission.

John Boch noted that one or two Freedom 
Oil gas stations in central Illinois were 
posted briefly, until the corporate office was 
made aware of them.  The gun signs came 
down and “help wanted” signs went up in 
their place.

Giblin closed his presentation offering his 
opinion for why we have so much gun 
control today... and it all comes down to 
Americans being taught that “there’s noth-
ing worth dying for” when it comes to be-
longings.  And the corollary, “just give them 
what they want.”

He indicated a belief that if bad guys knew 
people were going to fight back, there 
would be a lot less violent crime.

Some politicians try to create a utopian 
world, while ignoring the real world all 
around us.  Of course, their utopian 
schemes don’t work.

Tech Time
Frank	Wright	/	Bullet	Casting
Bullet casting, Frank Wright says, is a 
cost-effective, money-saving endeavor that 
lends itself to individual self-sufficiency.

There’s nothing you can do with jacketed 
bullets that you can’t do with a properly cast 
bullet, by adjusting the alloy, etc. August	29th-30th-31st

Cast bullets also allow you expand the utlity 
of your gun dramatically, and he cited the 
use of properly cast bullets for a .30-06, 
with a light powder charge would allow you 
to shoot field mice and other tiny game.  
“How else can you shoot an elephant gun 
a hundred times in the afternoon and not 
cause yourself broken bones and brain 
damage?” Wright joked.

What do you need to start casting bullets?  
Not a lot of accoutrements, he said, but 
they are nice to have.

Safety comes first, as you should minimize 
exposed skin and use a face shield and 
safety glasses.  Another big rule of casting 
bullets is to keep water away.  “Molten lead 
is hot,” Mr. Wright noted wryly.  Add a little 
water to a pot of molten lead and it gets 
exciting rather quickly.  

“The tinsel fairy will come to visit you if you 
get water into a pot of molten lead.”

“A June Bug will not cause an explosion.  
They will just skitter around on top of the 
lead until they turn into flux,” Wright joked 
and the audience laughed.

Lastly, do not eat the lead, Frank warned, 
and don’t smoke or eat around lead casting 
operations either.  “It’s lead, not plutonium,” 
he added.

Raw lead used to be readily available 
in wheel weights, but those have been 
rendered illegal by the Illinois General As-

semly.’  Linotype was also a good source in 
days gone by.

Today, it’s plumber’s lead and some other 
sources including scrap metal yards.

Before you begin, you should learn more 
about casting.  The internet is a wonderful 
resource and there’s lots of books as well.  
Keep notes so you don’t repeat previous 
mistakes and can recreate good alloys.  
Have a lead source (ideally free lead).  Just 
about any lead will work for handguns.  Al-
loys are required for the hotter rifle bullets.  

Another upside to casting your own bullets 
is that you can use those bullets to reload 
obsolete cartridges to enjoy shooting those 
old guns once more.

Next month - Rantoul
Jim	Young:	 Life Flight pilot and former 
fighter pilot.

Tech time:  Short	barrelled	rifles	and	
equivalents.  Now legal in Illinois.  We’ll 
have something good.  Maybe something 
“extra” special that you definitely do not 
want to 
miss if it 
comes in on 
time.

The	gun:  
Glock 26 
9mm “Baby 
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Prairie Pavement 
Preservation, Inc.

1-877-0875-SEAL
P 3

Contact us:
By phone:  1-217-388-2270 or toll-free 1-877-0875-SEAL

By email: pavementmaintenance@netzero.com
Put “GSL INQUIRY” in subject line.

We are a full-service asphalt 
maintenance company.  We 
are on a lot of parking lots 
at night, so you can bet your 
sweet assphalt we believe in 
the Second Amendment and 
the right to defend yourself 
and your family.  We have 
completed gun safety and 
training classes.  We have 
attended GSL meetings and 
have been with you at IG-
OLD.  Now let us help you 
stay on target with your 
asphalt maintenance needs. 

Shannon and Patrick at IGOLD with Otis 
McDonald of Supreme Court fame!

Paving maintenance is an investment 
that can help a pavement last longer.  
We emphasize that maintenance and 
repairs must be both timely and appro-
priate to the pavement defect to be cost-
effective and to extend pavement life.  
Through education, our best customers 
and property owners have accepted 
that the better they maintain their pave-
ment with proactive applications, the 
longer it will last.  One dollar in mainte-
nance can save as many as six dollars in 
replacement costs.  The proper repairs 
and procedures include the following:  

Crack sealing:  We clean cracks 1/2” 
or larger with a combination of com-
pressed air, wire wheels and torches to 
remove debris and reduce moisture.

Seal coating:  The sealing of asphalt 
averts the seepage of moisture from 
snow and rain, preventing damage from 
the freeze/thaw cycle.

Gator Patching:  Trowel grade crack 
filler for skin patch application to al-

ligatored areas.

Striping / Pavement Marking:  Proper 
striping enhances safety.

We can develop and provide Pavement 
Maintenance Plans for customers that 
include budgeting and planning for 
several years through consultation and/
or education.

We are networked.  We have developed 
and maintained many resources and 
relationships over the years.  If you have 
a question we can’t answer, we have 
access to information, answers and 
solutions.

We believe in continuing education and 
attending trade shows.  We are up-to-
date with the latest equipment and 
techniques.

THE GOOD
We have the best equipment, and • 
practice the best methods, always 
applying the finest materials.
We provide detailed edging with • 
attention to neatness, keeping your 
property as clean as it was before 
we arrived.
We can be trusted, and you will be • 
able to locate us when the job is 
complete.  We have survived the 
downturn of our economy.  We have 
attended auctions and benefitted 
when some of our competitors have 
gone out of business.
We have a small, dedicated team.  • 
Each member is familiar and expe-
rienced in the pavement mainte-
nance industry.
Owners Pat and/or Shannon will • 
personally walk each jobsite.
We can feel safe while we are on • 
your property.
We are insured and meet or exceed • 
corporate insurance requirements.
We have an extensive resume, • 
available upon request.  We have 
hundreds of customers.  Our top 
five customers own or manage over 
30 locations each.
We offer discounts of up to 10% for • 
early sping measuring / booking.
We can handle the largest jobs as • 
well as give the same attention to 
home driveways.

We sealed seven miles of cracks at this 
Champaign location.

THE BAD
During the work and curing phases, • 
your driveway or business parking 
lot could be closed to traffic for up 
to 24 hours after we leave.
Seasonal, weather-sensitive work.• 
We measure and provide estimates • 
in March, April and May.
We schedule work for June, July, • 
August and September.
In order to control costs, you may • 
have to wait for a grouping in your 
area or a large commercial project 
in your area for us to get to smaller 
residential driveways far from our 
base of operations.
Minimum charges do apply.• 
It is not cheap.  All prices are up... • 
fuel, oil, natural gas, new cars and 
groceries.  We will not be the low 
bid.  We are the best service, and 
we treat pavement like it’s our own, 
and we do what is best for its lon-
gevity.  Our customers realize the 
value of paying a few extra dollars 
for required maintenance.  Low bid 
contractors will not be around to 
answer questions next time you’re 
due for service.
Logistics:  the larger the project, • 
the easier it is to travel.  Most of 
our projects are within 100 miles 
of Ford County.  If you are farther 
away, we can service some larger 
projects.  We are networked with 
some of the finest contractors in the 
state and may be able to connect 
you for the smaller projects if we 
cannot service you.

THE UGLY
We do not do road or highway • 
work, or municipal streets, how-
ever we do service private roads, 
subdivisions and homeowner as-
sociations.  
We are unable to service some • 
areas because there are some other 
larger organizations that think it’s 

good business to run mom and pop 
shops out of business and they are 
great at it.  If they spent as much 
time developing sales as they did 
on intimidation and harassment, 
everyone would win.  Is America 
better off having forced choices 
through large corporations, or let-
ting small business owners make a 
living while providing quality work 
and craftsmanship?
We can arrange some paving but we • 
are limited to certain areas.
If you are looking for a low-bid con-• 
tractors, please don’t even contact 
us.
First come, first served.  It’s a short • 
season.  Book now!

KEEP THIS AD!
We are in the phone book, but not • 
the yellow pages.
We do not have a website, but can • 
be found online.
We do not use Facebook, but in-• 
stead go talk to other humans.  We 
do all personal sales to build clients 
that we want to work for.  We pick 
our relationships.
We work on referrals 95% of the • 
time...  your farm, your church, your 
place of business, and your neigh-
bors.

ABCs 
of asphalt maintenance

The number one treatment is crack • 
sealing.  Do not let water under-
neath asphalt to degrade the base.
Begin treatments as early in the life • 
of the asphalt as possible.  Don’t 
wait.  Try to get two coats of sealer 
in the first three years.  It goes 
down black.  Keep it black.

Some of the P3 team meeting people at a 
home show.



BLACKDOG GUNWORKS
Custom 1911/2011 pistols

Special Order Firearms
FFL Transfer Service

Firearm Training
CCW / NRA / USPSA

217 259-9770  Gays, IL
sales @blackdoggunworks.com
www.blackdoggunworks.com
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Guns Save Life | Effingham

400 Guns In Stock!

Dave Clarke, the GSL Effingham co-
ordinator reports we had just shy of 
40 people turn out for our inaugural 
meeting at our new meeting location, 
the Effingham Sportsmen’s Club.  

As is custom, we welcomed the new-
comers and began with the Pledge 
of Allegiance. 

From there attendees got an update 
on the latest news and information 
in Illinois.

For our first meeting at the Effing-
ham County Sportsmen’s Club, it 
was only logical that our main speak-
er would be the club’s president Lyle 
Kruger to welcome everyone and 
to talk about the club’s history and 
facility.

Along with a spacious clubhouse 
that will easily seat over 100 people, 
the club offers trap, skeet, indoor 
archery, indoor airgun, a 25 yard 
pistol range, rifle range with berms 
at 25, 50, 100, 200, 300, 400, and 
500 yards along with a great covered 
shooting area. 

An auxiliary range is available at the 
rifle range if the main range is in use. 

Activities include NRA high power 
rifle matches, USPSA/IPSA pistol 
matches, Cowboy action pistol, 
Skeet and trap leagues, 4H activi-
ties, and youth shooting activities. 

We opened up the meeting for any 
questions from the audience about 
any topic. 

There were a few questions asked 
about reloading, 22 rimfire shortage, 
powder shortage, and a couple of 
questions about concealed carry. 

Everyone enjoyed the question and 
answer forum and we will be making 
it a part of every meeting. 

This was our first meeting at the 
ECSC and we look forward to many 
more meetings there. 

The gun drawing was for a Kel-tec 
P3AT 380acp pistol. David Sowers of 
Jewett IL was the surprised winner. 

Next meeting will be on July 3rd 
starting at 5:30 meal at 6:00 and 
meeting at 7:00 at Effingham County 
Sportsman Club..

Join	us	at	GSL	Effingham
Thursday, July 3rd
Dinner and conversation at 5:30. 
Meeting at 7pm.

Effingham	Sportsmen’s	Club
14295	North	1025th	Street
Effingham,	IL	62401

Central Illinois’ Largest

GUN AUCTIONS
2601 Lakeland Blvd., Mattoon, IL 

Also, consignment and estate auctions.  Consignments welcome! 
Complete listings & photos at www.bauerauction.com

Next big gun auction:  July 20th, 2014
Ron Baker FFL  (217) 273-5056
Bauer Auction (217) 259-5956

Lic. #440000242                                        
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Sangamon County 
Rifle Association
www.sangamoncorifleassociation.org

Don Gwinn, Chairman  
dgwinn@royell.net

(217) 502-2452

Regular monthly meetings take 
place the first Monday of each 

month at	6:30	p.m.
NEW MEETING LOCATION!

KC	Banquet	Hall
2200 S. Meadowbrook Rd

Springfield, Illinois  

The next meeting of the Sangamon 
County Rifle Association will be on 

Monday, July 7th
Come out and join us!  The public is 

encouraged to attend.  It’s fun.

SANGAMON CO. RIFLE ASSOCIATION
“Right Reason on Second Amendment Rights”

by Don Gwinn
June’s SCRA meeting began 
with discussion of two ap-
proaches to outreach and activ-
ism that are clashing in the 2nd 
Amendment movement nation-
wide at the moment. 

Like many gun owners, we’ve 
been talking about the actions 
of Open Carry Texas and their 
recent open-carry demonstra-
tions in restaurants and other 
public businesses. 

Josh Witkowski showed video 
of members of Open Carry 
Texas confronting staff, man-
agers and diners at a family 
chain steakhouse; we watched 
these “activists” walk in with 
slung rifles, treat the staff and 
their manager with rudeness in 
their own restaurant, and then 
react with stunned silence as an 
outraged diner filmed them and 
called them names. 

As Josh rolled through the 
video, pausing occasionally to 
point out what its authors were 
getting wrong, the message was 
clear: this is what not to do. 

Tough-guy posturing, rudeness, 
and video ambushes to get 
Youtube hits are the opposite 
of outreach, and anyone who 
claims to be “raising awareness” 
with such tactics might not have 
success in mind. 
 
Josh’s presentation of his own 
efforts locally was a welcome 
answer to OCT’s clownish fight-
picking. Josh and the SCRA 
membership have been working 
on reaching to local businesses 
as they decide whether to 
become “gun free zones,” and 
Josh brought a list of wins. 

Several local restaurants, 
including Xochimilco and Texas 
Pit BBQ, have taken down their 
“no guns” signs, as have local 

Shop ‘n Save supermarket loca-
tions. A local group of Jiffi-Stop 
fuel stations had explained to 
Josh that they felt they had to 
post their stores as “Gun Free 
Zones” (GFZ) because their 
insurance carrier demanded it; 
Josh was able to find them bet-
ter insurance from Bill Ringer at 
Country Companies, a pro-2nd 
Amendment insurer with no 
such prerequisites, and their 
signs are gone! 

GFZ’s are becoming rarer and 
rarer in Sangamon County, 
even in Springfield, as business 
owners realize that being the 
gun-free alternative is no safer 
than trust their customers (and 
costs money.) There’s been 
some confusion over Fast Stop 
(FS) gas stations and co-ops lo-
cally; there is no corporate rule 
on concealed carry, and most 
local FS stores are not posted 
GFZ’s. Only the Jacksonville 
and Auburn locations, owned by 
one group, are currently posted.  
SCRA will continue to reach out 
to these owners and look for 
ways we can help them trust 
their customers.
 
Josh and Tom Shafer together 
tackled an even bigger GFZ 
problem without a fight. At the 
June meeting, Tom and Josh 
shared that Tom, an avid cyclist, 
had discovered GFZ signs on 
the entrances to his favorite 
Sangamon bike trails. The trails 
pass through public parks, 
which are required by the Fire-
arm Concealed Carry Act to be 
posted GFZ’s, but these signs 
were on the trails themselves, 
far from any park entrances. 

The bike trails, you may recall, 
are not to be posted, and in 
fact are the only parts of public 
parks that are specifically ex-
empt as long as the trail begins 
and ends outside the park. Tom 
contacted the Springfield Park 
District, which maintains the 
trails, and laid out his case in a 
process SCRA members affec-
tionately call “Shaferization.” 

Having been thoroughly shafer-
ized, the Park District staff were 
ready when Josh noticed the 
same signs, and he was quickly 
assured that Executive Director 
Derek Harms would review the 
issue personally. 

About one week after the 

meeting concluded, the signs 
are now down—and then next 
time Tom or Josh call the Park 
District, they’ll be calling friends, 
not enemies.
 
Phil Davis from Birds ‘n Brooks 
shared new concerns for FFL 
dealers in Illinois; the Illinois 
State Police recently called 
to say that they will no longer 
print paper FOID applications; 
applicants will have to print their 
own applications, since there is 
currently no option for applying 
entirely online. 

Even worse for some FFL’s is 
the news that the NICS back-
ground check will no longer be 
accessible by telephone after 
January 1st, 2015. Access will 
be online only, and for shops 
like Birds ‘n Brooks, where 
the owner prefers not to use 
computers at all, that means a 
choice. He was told that he can 
either “modernize or shut down,” 
according to Phil. 

Phil sees this move as an end 
run around legislatures in-
tended to make life just a little 
harder for at least a few FFL’s 
and compares it to “Operation 
Chokepoint,” the federal Depart-
ment of Justice’s recent action 
to deny banking and other 
financial services to “danger-
ous” businesses, apparently to 
include firearm businesses.
 
With serious business con-
cluded, Jay Ater, who chairs 
the nearby Morgan County 
2nd Amendment Foundation in 
Jacksonville, IL, offered us a dif-
ferent kind of outreach video.

Jay and friends recently hosted 
blogger Erin Palette, of “Lurk-
ing Rhythmically” fame, when 
she traveled to Indianapolis via 
Springfield. Part of Erin’s visit 
was a trip to a family farm to try 
out a Thompson submachine 
gun. 

Maybe you’ve heard the selec-
tor on a machine gun called the 
“giggle switch” before? Jay’s 
video shows us Erin finding a 
strong stance, firing a couple of 
2-3 round bursts, and then run-
ning off the rest of the magazine 
before pausing, looking straight 
at the camera, and cutting loose 
with a laugh so infectious that 
the whole room joined in. 

That’s outreach! 

Anyone who sees that video will 
have some idea why a collec-
tor might want to be able to 
own a machine gun, and some 
of them will certainly wonder 
where they can go to try one for 
themselves.
 
The evening concluded with Phil 
Davis returning for a Tech Time 
presentation on upgrades for 
concealed carry. 

Phil has modified his full-size 
Springfield XD pistol with sights 
and grip enhancements. If 
you’ve ever put skateboard tape 
or a rubber sleeve on a poly-
mer pistol’s grip, you probably 
noticed that the aggressive 
skateboard tape/sandpaper 
texture eats its way through 
clothing and skin over time, 
while the rubber sleeves on the 
market create a great grip, but 
add thickness to an already-
bulky grip. 

Phil showed the group his Talon 
Grips, which are thin decals 
available in either the sandpa-
per or textured rubber versions. 

The textured rubber, Phil finds, 
leaves the grip as slim as skate-
board tape, but as forgiving and 
“grippy” as a rubber sleeve—the 
best of both worlds! Phil also 
showed off the Tru-Glo “TFO” 
night sights he prefers nowa-
days. 

Phil has long preferred fiber-
optic sights in the daylight and 
tritium sights at night, but the 
TFO sights combine the two ef-
fectively by using tritium to light 
the fiber-optic even in the dark 
so that he has—again—the best 
of both worlds. 

Phil reports that the TFO’s are 
rugged and provide a quick, 
comfortable sight picture, and 
that although he personally 
doubted that they’d be bright 
enough, he was pleasantly sur-
prised and will install them on 
other pistols in the future.
 
July’s meeting will feature 
political candidates, updates 
on outreach and competition, 
and member J. Griffin will share 
his highly-customized high cap 
1911 USPSA open competition 
gun . . . because racegun! 

June	2014	SCRA

Our thanks goes out to Oleg 
Volk for his continued permis-
sion to use his creative works in 
our gun rights advocacy work.  
You can see more of them at 
his website:

a-human-right.com
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DARNALL GUN WORKS & RANGES
FULL LINE GUN SHOP --  INDOOR & OUTDOOR RANGES -- OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Darnall FAST - FireArms Safety Training Group
6125 E. 1175 North Road
Bloomington, IL 61705
Phone:  309-379-4331
Fax:  309-379-4332
www.darnalls.com

NRA Youth Camp - 20th Anniversary
July 24 - 27th, 2014

Registration Available on website

Modern Steel & Wild Bunch
 June 22nd July 20th August 17th

CARRY CONCEALED CLASSES
ILLINOIS STATE POLICE APPROVED

16 Hour Classes 8 Hour Classes
June 21 & 22nd June 22nd
July 12 & 13th July 13th

Level 2 Advanced CCW Class - 8 hours $175
June 28, 2014

SASS Cowboy Action Shoot
 June 21st  July 19th August 16th
 Sept. 20th Oct. 18th Nov. 15th

CARRY CONCEALED CLASS FEES:
Contact us now to register.

16 hour class - $250.00
8 hour class - $150.00

INDOOR PISTOL RANGE
OUTDOOR PISTOL, RIFLE, SHOTGUN RANGES

LARGE SELECTION OF FIREARMS
AMMUNITION AVAILABLE

RELOADING SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT

Continued from cover 

for sweeping bans, confisca-
tions and criminalization.

But that argument is the 
distraction.

Americans are passionate 
about firearms. There are 
tens of millions of us who 
own guns, millions of us 
who passionately defend 
our right to arms and tens 
of thousands of others – 
including a wide majority 
of the media – who pas-
sionately fear and loathe 
guns and gun owners. Any 
time questions of guns and 
the right to arms is raised, 
especially by the president, 
thousands of us can be 
depended upon to rush to 
our keyboards and the blo-
gosphere to rant emotionally 
about the pros, cons and 
arguments of the question. 
And if the media and the 
blogosphere are dominated 
by endless bickering about 
useless gun-control propos-
als, then other serious 
issues are being ignored 
or drowned out. That’s the 
objective.

Gun control is a proven 
failure. With over 300 million 
guns currently in circulation 
in the United States, there is 
no way to simply make them 
go away, and any attempt to 
do so would unquestionably 

result in armed rebellion – of 
the sort discussed when 
the Second Amendment 
was ratified. Any plan to try 
and get rid of all of those 
guns would require that 
the government know who 
owns them and where they 
are located – those “basic,” 
“common sense” measures 
guys like me are so ada-
mantly and “unreasonably” 
opposed to. That 300 million 
number also proves that the 
vast, vast majority of gun 
owners handle our firearms 
responsibly. If we didn’t, the 
“gun death” toll each year 
would be exponentially high-
er. Instead, as the number 
of guns in circulation and 
the number of gun owners in 
the U.S. have been going up 
dramatically, the numbers 
for “gun crimes,” and indeed 
all violent crimes, have been 
going down – reduced by 
about 50 percent in just the 
last 20 years.

Gun crime is down 50 
percent, while total gun and 
gun ownership numbers 
are dramatically up – but 
Obama declares gun vio-
lence in America is “off the 
charts.” It’s a distraction.

Obama uses a question 
from a friend of George 
Chen, one of the victims in 
the recent Isla Vista ram-
page, to blame easy access 
to guns, not a failed mental 

health system, for the 
murders – ignoring the fact 
that George Chen, like half 
of the Isla Vista victims, was 
stabbed to death, not shot. 
Mr. Obama also ignored 
the fact that the murderer in 
that case had been being 
treated for mental problems 
for most of his life.

But it’s all a distraction – 
political sleight of hand. 
Obama and his allies have 
failed miserably at every-
thing except destroying the 
U.S. economy and expand-
ing the welfare state. His 
comments about gun control 
are an effort to draw atten-
tion away from the failures, 
corruption, lies and sub-
terfuge that have been the 
hallmarks of his presidency 
and focus attention on a 
shouting match between bil-
lionaire Mike Bloomberg and 
the “gun lobby.”

So far the ploy has been 
very successful. If it weren’t, 
the headlines would be 
incredulously asking “This is 
Your Biggest Frustration?”

With everything else this 
president has mucked up, 
decrying failure of Con-
gress to pass laws his own 
advisers say wouldn’t work 
should not be allowed to 
conceal the steaming pile of 
excrement lying just beyond 
this thin veil.

GUNS	ARE	MERELY	A	DISTRACTION	FROM	OBAMA’S	MANY	FAILURES

Tuesday May 27, 2014
Liberty Commons Meeting 
Center
1776 Independence Ave
Urbana, IL  61802

Attendees: John Boch, 
president, Larry Shurbet, 
treasurer; Tammy Williams, 
secretary; Dave Pike, Dean 
Rothermel, Pete Wheeler, 
Bob Holland, Lou McClel-
lan, Chris Betley, Hope 
Betley, Roger Dorsett, John 
Gahm,.

Meeting called to order at 
6:10 p.m. 

Motion to accept the min-
utes by Wheeler / Shurbet 
seconded.  Motion passed 
unanimously.

After Action on meetings.
Peoria Meeting:  New loca-
tion is working well.

Effingham Meeting:  Larry 
Shurbet received receipts 
and a note.  New meeting 
location at the Effingham 
Sportsmen’s Club, provid-
ed by that club at no cost 
to GSL.

Pontiac Meeting:  More 
than 60 people.  No food at 
the meeting because of a 
equipment breakdown.  We 
persevered.  South Post 
Guns - Streator will give 
four guns at the cost in 
exchange for some adver-
tising, including one of the 
new Glock 42s.

John Gahm told us a mem-
ber found Randall’s liquor 
in Fairbury posted.  They 
had a No Gun Sign on the 
door.  Member gave them 
a No Guns, No Business 
Cards and Randall’s took 
the sign down.

Rantoul Meeting:  The Rus-
sian gentlemen situation 

kind of got out of hand but 
aside from that all went 
pretty well.

Tim Giblin will be the 
speaker, Chris and his 
daughter Hope will speak 
about their competition 
guns for Tech Time.
 
Speaker for July will be Jim 
Young from Newman - Life 
Flight pilot.

Stretch, the journalism 
professor who did stories 
on us a couple of years 
ago,wants to do a story on 
Jackie Vandt and on Gun 
Shows

NRA youth camp is in need 
of 20,000 - 25,000 rounds 
of 22. Chris Betley is going 
to get a hold of his contacts 
to see what he can do.

John Boch mentioned that 
when elections for officers 
come at the end of the year 
we need to look for a new 
president as he’s stepping 
down.

TREASURER’S REPORT:
Larry gave his detailed 
treasurer’s report and 
discussed some advertis-
ing issues.  We’re catching 
up on billing for GunNews 
advertisers.  

Larry will be gone for July 
meeting.  

The July gun will be for 
Rantoul Glock 26.

Illinois Federation for 
Outdoor Resources annual 
affiliation registration is 
due.  $750.  Roger Dorsett 
made a motion to renew 
the $750.00 member-
ship.  John Gahm 2nd the 
motion.  Motion passed 
unanimously. 

Larry needs to look up the 
earnings on the second 
Great Guns (subsequently 
he reported we netted 
$1800 last year), to see 
if we want to do another 
Great Guns and which 
guns we want to use for 
the drawing.

Options available:  Keltec 
Shotgun, PS90, FAL from 
DS Arms, Garand and, of 
course, an AR-15.  Leaning 
against the AR because of 
market saturation on draw-
ings for ARs.  Dave Pike 
topic of Great Guns:  We 
need more of an “unique” 
or broader appeal guns for 
the Great Guns, more like 
a collectors item.

NEW BUSINESS:
There was several topics 
for suggested meetings:
1.  Being aware of your 
surroundings.
2.  Where you can and 
can’t exactly carry .
3.  Have a conceal carry 
Q & A 

Has been suggested that 
we sponsor Tiffany Piper, 
a 5x National Champion, 
to get Guns Save Life on 
her competition jersey to 
get additional exposure for 
GSL.  Dave Pike had many 
objections to this.  This 
item has been tabled.

It was also mentioned that 
we should consider renam-
ing GunNews to get GSL 
in the title for people know 
that it is ours.

David Pike made a motion 
adjourn at  8:23. Roger 
Dorsett seconded unani-
mously.

The next meeting will be 
Tuesday, June 24th at 6pm 
at 1776 Independence Ave, 
Urbana, IL 61801. 

Guns Save Life Board of Directors Minutes
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Real-life story of a home invasion in St. Louis

INTRUDERS!

By John Boch

It’s getting around bedtime for the family 
and your 17-year-old daughter needs to 
get something out of the car before going 
to bed.  She goes outside, not a care in 
the world in your neighborhood that seems 
“safe” by any normal standards.

The car is parked at the curb of the street, 
complete with a streetlight across the street.  
It’s a nice evening outside.  The windows 
are open to let in the cool air.

You didn’t see them coming, but two big 
guys in their 20s or 30s, grab your little 
girl.  Why?  Who knows.  They force her, at 
gunpoint, back towards the house.

You notice what’s going on and yell to your 
spouse “INTRUDERS!” - your family’s code-

word for a home invasion or hot burglary.

Your family has a plan.  You haven’t really 
practiced it too much, but you’ve talked 
about it.

You grab your gun and your wife goes for 
hers.  The younger child hides in his room, 
taking cover as you’ve told him to do if he 
ever heard mom, dad or his bigger sister 
yell that word.

The thugs roughly push your daughter 
through the front door.  They are pumped 
with adrenaline, suffering tunnel vision 
and auditory exclusion, in a state of hyper 
excitement that they are going to pull off a 
robbery and maybe a bonus rape or two as 
well.  After all, your daughter is pretty and 
they’ve got guns.

Unfortunately for them, you’ve got an equal-
izer.   Long ago you decided that you were 
not going to be a helpless victim.  You’ve 
had some good introductory training to use 
your concealed carry piece effectively and 
you’ve been to the range and practiced a 
few times.  You’re scared and nervous, but 
you’re running on autopilot, thanks to your 
training.  

It’s chaos, but you’re ready.  You’ve already 
got your gun on the door, having found 
some concealment behind a chair.

They come in, unaware that you’re waiting 
for them.

You shoot at thug number one, the one 
closest to you.  It seems different shooting 
a real person instead of a target.  It’s more 
difficult as the target is moving - and trying 
to kill you - but you’ve got the element of 
surprise as the last thing he expected to 
walk into was your 124-grain hollowpoints.

You see him trying to bring his gun to bear 
on you as you fire.  It’s difficult to see if 
you’re making hits other than the thug looks 
uncomfortable and he’s slowing down.

You want him to fall; to stop his attack.  You 
know you can fire faster, but you know you 
have got to take good shots so as not to hit 
your little girl.  Thug number one crumples, 
apparently out of the fight.

One down, one to go.  Plenty of ammo left.  
“Please Lord,” you think to yourself as your 
swing your muzzle to the next target who 
is half-trying to put your daughter between 
him and you.

Things are moving so quickly, yet in slow 
motion as you’re experiencing tachypsy-
chia.   You line up the front sight blade on 
the bigger guy’s chest when you can.  Care-
fully you press the trigger, again so as not 
to accidentally shoot your little girl.   Again 
and again.  The gun bucks in your hands.  
You hear a pop that’s not from the bad 
guy’s gun but you don’t have time to look to 
see where it came from.

Thug number two stops his advance.  You 
think you’re making good hits, but can’t re-
ally tell as bodies are jostling around.  The 
staccato pops continue as the big guy is 
taking fire from both you and your spouse.  
She has already called 9-1-1 to report the 
home invasion and is now contributing 
to the counter-battery of fire against the 
remaining intruder.  

The big guy has let go of your little girl.  
He’s backpedaling then turns and flees 
for his life out the door he came in.  You 
fire one last shot as he’s turning that goes 
low.  Hurriedly stumbling down the steps of 
the porch, he flees.  You see him running 
- staggering would be a better description - 
down the street and close the door.

Your daughter is on the floor sobbing.  You 
check her out and she’s bloody, but alright.  
She’s shaken up, but not bleeding.  The 
blood is from her attackers.

Your wife is holding up okay, considering.  
She’s pointing her gun at the uninvited 
guest laying face down on the floor in your 
living room.  He’s gasping for air like a fish 
out of water, twitching and bleeding out on 
your carpet.  You kick his weapon out of his 
hand and wait for the police.

You consider providing aid to him and dis-
miss it.  “F him,” you think.

You hear sirens and hope they are coming 
towards your house.

Police arrive in what seems like an eternity 
later, pouring in from every direction.

The guy on the floor isn’t moving.  He’s not 
breathing either, but your primary concern 
is for your family.  

THIS	REALLY	HAPPENED.
It happened in recent weeks in St. Louis, 
Missouri in a very middle class neighbor-
hood.

The professional scumbags didn’t live in the 
neighborhood, but were looking for a ran-
dom victim. The made a profound and fatal 
error in the victim selection process.

Thug number one, pictured on the right, 
died on the living room floor.  Number two 
took rounds into the chest and through both 
thighs.  He’s in critical condition in a St. 
Louis hospital facing murder charges when 
he’s released.

Lessons to take away 
There are a lot of lessons to take away from this real-life event.

1.		There	are	no	completely	“safe”	neighborhoods.	 People instinctively think 
that crime always happens “elsewhere” to “other people”.  In reality, it’s every-
where:  big city, small town, rural America - everywhere.  It doesn’t matter if statisti-
cally you’re not in the “high risk” pool when your number comes up.

2.		Don’t	lock	up	your	safety.  Don’t lock your gun up in your nightstand.  If this 
family had all of their guns locked up the story would probably have not had a 
decent ending.  Consider carrying on your person in your home if you’re already 
packing with your concealed carry license.  Your carry rig should be comfortable.  
Consider carrying at home even if you don’t have a carry license, after all you 
don’t need a license to carry on your own property.  At the very least have personal 
defense tools located for rapid access, ready to go.

3.  Have a plan.  Talk with your family about emergency planning: What to do if 
there is a fire, tornado or home invasion.  Practice the plan.  Proper prior planning 
prevents piss poor performance.

4.		Maintain	situational	awareness.	 Pay attention to your surroundings, espe-
cially in public, but even at home.  Consider a dog to help act as your intruder 
alarm.  Yeah, they may bark at squirrels too, but the bark for an intruder is usually 
different.

5.		Mindset	and	training.   Decide that you’re not going to be an unarmed victim.  
Get good training and quality gear.  It will cost a few bucks, but what is you and 
your family’s lives worth?  Good training will be priceless in teaching you how to 
safely and effectively use your personal defense tool to defend innocent life.  Good 
training will help you rely on good tactics and sound fundamentals instead of luck 
to emerge victorious from a violent encounter.  It’ll also keep you out of jail by 
teaching you the legal standards by which you may use deadly force and how to 
articulate the threats you faced.  



Ten first time meeting attendees joined the 
GSL Peoria regulars on Thursday June 5, 
2014.  This solid growth was the highlight of 
the normal monthly meeting introduction.

Boy Scout Shooting Sports Committee 
Chairman Phil Oelkers spoke to the meet-
ing about the BSA program in London Mills, 
IL.  He is seeking the assistance of certified 
instructors and range safety officers to help 
train young shooters who are eager for a 
positive shooting sports experience.  Please 
contact Phil at p_oelkers@netzero.com if 
you are interested in helping.

George Irick gave a short update on some 
big news in our region.  Through the hard 
work of George, GSL sign chairman John 
Naese, the committed land owner David 
Ashley, and other volunteers, a new set 
of signs now stand along I-39.  The signs 
read:  

HEY CRIMINALS
BETTER BE WARY
ILLINOIS HAS
CONCEALED CARRY

GSL members and all those who gener-
ously donate can be proud of the signs and 
those that installed them.

The main speaker was local attorney and 
Illinois concealed carry instructor Jason 
Jording.  This was his second time as the 
featured speaker at the Peoria meetings.  
He presented a few prepared thoughts and 
answered several questions from those in 
attendance.  

Jason’s a big believer in the idea that just 
because you can do something, doesn’t 
mean you should!  

He talked about complex topics and situa-
tions that can be best handled with good ol’ 
downstate Illinois, non-Chicago common 
sense.

Jason first discussed that the gun being 
carried must be concealable.  This brings 
along the question of AR pistols.  While 
some could successfully conceal these, 
common sense dictates that this may not be 
the best choice as there are over penetra-
tion concerns with the rounds that the pistol 
shoots.

He discussed drinking while carrying.  While 
lawfully armed citizens can drink while car-
rying, that doesn’t mean it is a good idea.  
Having even one drink will be brought up in 
court and used to attack your judgment.

There is no duty to retreat in Illinois, but if 
that option is there, Jason recommends 
doing so to avoid all the negative things that 
can happen in the aftermath of a defensive 

shooting.  The consequences of these 
events are life altering even if you survive 
the encounter and the court case.

Jason covered other topics and his contin-
ued support of Peoria GSL is appreciated.  
He always has good contributions from his 
legal perspective in our discussions.

Steve Schnurbusch presented a brief tech 
time on the Winchester/NRA Marksman-
ship Qualification Program.  This is another 
great program that the NRA offers thanks 
to the generous sponsorship of the Olin 
Corporation.  

Too often shooters go to the range without 
a plan in mind.  

The Marksmanship Qualification Program 
addresses this by outlining courses of fire 
designed to foster continuous improvement 
in various firearms disciplines.  

The booklet available in print or online lists 
the proper targets and necessary scores to 
complete the various stages.  New courses 
for defensive handgun and tactical rifle 
have recently been added.  Scoring is on 
the honor system and shooters of all ages 
can progress from basic pro-marksman to 
distinguished expert.  The distinguished 
expert rating must be witnessed by another 
NRA member to be valid or achieved in 
sanctioned competition.  This rating is not to 
be confused with the distinguished ratings 
administered by the Civilian Marksmanship 
Program.

More information on this program can be 

found at mqp.nra.org.

Various door prizes were awarded and 
Steve Snyder won the TriStar Raptor 20 
gauge semi-automatic shotgun.

Lineup for July
Speaker:	 NRA Training Counselor Norm 
Parsley on Firearms care and cleaning 
considerations

Gun:  Remington 870 Express home de-
fense 12 gauge
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GSL in Peoria!
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Stories from the home 
of the opposition to 
your right to defend 
yourself.  

Dewitt County Sportsman’s Club
Clinton, IL

Now seeking new members.  ACT NOW!
Come join a growing club, with dual, independent ranges, a nice clubhouse and per-
missive rules which allow shooters to practice shooting from holsters, double-taps 
and so forth.  Centrally located on Route 10, six miles east of Clinton, IL (15423 
State Highway 10).  Great people and a warm atmosphere.  Facilities include a 100 yard 
rifle range range, handgun range, clubhouse, and more.  An archery range is coming 
next year.  Dues are $50/year plus two work days.

You can download an application at our website: dewittcountysc.com
or by mailing a request to Dewitt Co. Sportsman’s Club; PO Box 322; Clinton, IL 
61727 

Looking for a place to shoot?

“NO	GUNS”	signs	fail	to	stop	criminal	violence
Chicago (Guns Save 
Life) - The NO GUNS 
sign over the door of this 
building did little to pro-
tect its occupants as evi-
denced by the dead body 
immediately outside.  

Who would have guessed 
that criminals ignore 
signs in addition to laws?

Say it isn’t so!
Photo by Chicago Tribune.

Rahm	kicks	off	a	‘Summer	of	Faith	and	Action’
Chicago (Sun-Times / May 23, 2014) - Dozens of events across the city Friday evening 
kicked off a Chicago anti-violence push called, “A Summer of Faith and Action.”

The events were spearheaded by churches, community groups and city agencies and the 
activities included community marches, prayer vigils, block club parties, “positive loitering” 
and various sports activities aimed at teens.

Mayor Rahm Emanuel appeared at three of the events, telling a crowd in Pilsen, “Our 
children in the city of Chicago deserve a childhood with laughter, a childhood with play, a 
childhood that replaces the familiarity of gunfire with the familiarity of friendship.”

[Editor’s note:  In the weeks since Mayor Emanuel’s announcement, there has been little 
faith, but plenty of “action” as criminal violence is up over last year - even with the statisti-
cal games Chicago PD is playing with crime statistics.]

(Chicago Magazine) - A little while back, 
I wrote something on the research of An-
drew Papachristos, a Yale sociologist not 
long out of Chicago, on the small social 
networks of Chicago homicide. In short, 
how much of fatal violence in Chicago is 
contained within a comparatively small 
group of people, who are themselves 
linked by crime.

It was a fascinating paper, but it had its 
limitations. Chicago has high raw numbers 
of homicides and a relatively high homi-
cide rate. But statistically speaking, homi-
cides are a small sample of violence in the 
city, and in some respects a random one. 
Recently, Papachristos followed up with a 
new investigation, and a much larger new 
data set: non-fatal gunshot injuries in the 
city.

The data in the new paper is equally 
fascinating, and on one level, as you 
might expect, quite troubling. To begin 
with, the dramatic disparities the rates of 
nonfatal gunshot injury: overall it’s 46.5 per 
100,000 for the city as a whole from 2006-
2012. It’s 1.62 per 100,000 for whites; 
28.72 for Hispanics, and 112.83 for blacks.

For all males, it’s 44.68 per 100,000; 
239.77 for black males, and for black 
males from 18-34 it’s 599.65. As Papach-
ristos and co-authors Christopher Wilde-
man and Elizabeth Roberto point out, 
that’s a staggering one in 200.

Papachristos constructs a social net-
work—not a virtual one in the Facebook 
sense, but a real one of social connections 

between people—by looking at arrest-
ees who have been arrested together. 
That turns out to be a lot of people in raw 
numbers, almost 170,000 people with a 
“co-offending tie” to one another, with an 
average age of 25.7 years, 78.6 percent 
male and 69.5 percent black. It’s also a 
large percentage of all the individuals 
arrested: 40 percent of all the individuals 
arrested during that period.

Within the entire group, the largest compo-
nent of that whole co-offender group has 
107,740 people.

Within the timeframe—from 2006 to 
2010—70 percent of all shootings in Chi-
cago, or about 7,500 out of over 10,000, 
are contained within all the co-offending 
networks. And 89 percent of those shoot-
ings are within the largest component.

Or, to put another way: the rate of gunshot 
victimization (nonfatal + fatal) in Chicago 
is 62.1 per 100k. Within a co-offending 
network, it’s 740.5—more than 10 times 
higher.

Tribune photo.

Chicago	Criminal	Violence:	
Big Numbers, Small Network

Murder Mayor not well liked locally
Rahm:	D.C.	hero,	Chicago	goat
Chicago (Politico) — In Washington, he is “Rahmbo,” 
the ruthless, profane operative who survived the 
Clinton White House despite being vanquished by 
the first lady. In Chicago, Rahm Emanuel has been 
dubbed the “murder mayor” by one critic, a snipe at 
the city’s high homicide rate.

...Now, just nine months out from the next election, 
Emanuel is unexpectedly vulnerable, with an ap-
proval rating that is perilously low. The comedown for 
the Illinois native, who terrified staffers and donors 
over more than a decade in Washington, has been 
striking. So has been the contrast between how he’s 
regarded in D.C., New York and Los Angeles — as 
opposed to some wards of Chicago.

A Chicago Sun-Times poll released last month 
showed that Emanuel would draw just 29 percent of 
the vote if the election were held then. His 8 percent 
showing in the survey among black voters, a crucial 
voting bloc for him last time, creates a truck-size hole 
for another candidate to drive through.
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by Hope Betley
Photos by Becky Yackley
(Guns Save Life) -  Guns Save 
Life’s sponsored shooter Chris 
Betley competed this year at 
the 35th Annual Bianchi Cup 
NRA Action Pistol Champion-
ship in Columbia, Missouri.  He 
brought me, his 14-year-old 
daughter along for me to shoot 
the event for my second year.  
It was an exciting.

Action pistol is a 
shooting match 
where scores 
are based upon 
speed and ac-
curacy.  It is 
considered the 
world’s toughest 
pistol competition, 
and brings with it one of the 
richest prize offerings.

The “Cup” as it’s called began 
in 1979, devised by John 
Bianchi and Ray Chapman.  
Competitors use full-power 
modern pistol calibers shooting 
in three divisions:  produc-
tion (for stock guns), metallic 
(anything goes except com-
pensators, electronic sights or 
barricade mounts) and open 
class (anything goes).  

There are four stages or 
events for the competitors 
where they engage - under 
time constraints - targets at 
various distances, moving 
targets, falling steel plates, and 
shooting around barricades.  
Each target has an inner black 

circle that’s the “X” ring, and 
the perfect score is 480 - 48x 
on each stage or 1920-192x 
for the entire event.

There were serious com-
petitive shooters from across 
America and indeed the world 
with over 70 international com-
petitors present.  

We both shot the 
“Production” class 
with  Springfield 
XDM 5.25” 9mm 
pistols.  Our 
ammo is loaded 
“hot” to 132 pow-
er factor (bullet 
weight in grains 
times velocity in 
feet per second 

then divide by 1,000) because 
it offers the best accuracy with 
our guns.  

The minimum power factor is 
120 and you will need a pistol 
capable of sub 2” groups at 50 
yards.  

We spent Monday practicing 
the practical stage all day, 
shooting targets at various 
ranges.  Tuesday was spent 
practicing the barricade stage. 

As one might imagine, the 
practice range is very busy 
with almost 300 competi-
tors trying to get last-minute 
practice.   

When it was all over, my dad 
(Chris Betley) placed in 28th in 

the Production division. 

Although he was disappointed 
with his score, it was still 
very impressive, considering 
he was shooting among the 
very best in the world.  Com-
paratively, Ian Harrison placed 
21st.  You may recall him as 
the winner of the first season 
of the “Top Shot” TV show and 
as present-day editor of Recoil 
magazine. 

My Dad loaned Colton Cerino 
his race pistol to compete in 
the Open-class this year.  With 
only 1300 rounds of .38 Super 
for two matches and practice,  
Cerino shot the gun to a sec-
ond place finish.  He also won 
the Colt Speed Challenge with 
dad’s gun. 

Our very good friend Tiffany 
Piper from New Zealand also 
placed second in both the 
World and the Bianchi Cup in 
the women’s division, only two 
points behind Jessica Duff. 

The big excitement was when 
Kevin Angstead won after 
defeating 15-year champ Doug 
Koenig.

All in all the Bianchi cup is a 
fun, challenging and tense 
competitive match. With neck 
and neck scores, the excite-
ment for some is as much as 
the Super Bowl - because it is 
the Super Bowl of shooting.  

It’s also a great social atmo-
sphere with a bunch of really 
good people there. 

14-year-old Hope Betley prepares to shoot a stage at the 2014 Bianchi Cup - 
proudly wearing a Guns Save Life shirt.  

GSL’s Chris Betley, left, and his daughter Hope walk towards the firing line to 
compete in one of the Bianchi Cup stages.  Mr. Betley finished 28th in the world 
at the event.

The Bianchi Cup

BRING	MAMA	YU	HOME!
Howard Yu’s mother suffered a brain aneu-
rysm while visiting family in Taiwan last year.  
She’s been recovering but is unable to return 
home without special care.

Mr. Yu is a fellow GSL member, and his friend, 
Scott Maves (another GSL member) has 
organized this fundraising drawing to help with 
some of those costs.

To help, contact Mr. Maves at scott.maves33 
(at) gmail.com or call 217 721-9529.

Win	a	raspberry	Ruger	LCP	.380.
All proceeds benefit 
Bring Mama Yu Home.

Guns	Save	Life	sponsored	Appleseed	a	big	success
Bloomington, IL (Guns Save Life) - Thirteen shooters took part in the sixth annual Guns 
Save Life-sponsored Appleseed Shoot at Darnall’s GunWorks and Ranges on June 14 
& 15, 2014.  It was a good two days with some great people learning the finer points 
of rifle marksmanship and American history, taught by volunteer Appleseed instructors 
from as far away as Milwaukee, WI, south of St. Louis and Galesburg, IL.

See you next year!



By Tommy Yi
(The Truth About Guns) / (Con-
densed) - “I’ll only be out for a 
few minutes.”  I said to myself as 
I pulled out of the driveway, when 
I realized realized that my firearm 
was still sitting on top of my office 
desk. “Meh…” I thought. “It’s not 
like I’m going to the wrong side 
of town or anything. Just a quick 
bite to eat and I’ll be back.”  

Sadly, this wasn’t the first time I 
have said this, but this day would 
prove to be the last time I ever 
use that line as an excuse to not 
be armed.

After a few minutes of driving, I 
noticed a male at the intersec-
tion. As I came to a slow stop, he 
approaches my passenger-side 
window. I ignore him thinking 
he’s just a panhandler asking for 
money.

As he approached my passen-
ger-side door, he mutters some 
words about cigarettes, but 
then like a strike of lightning, 
he reaches for the door handle. 
Alarmed, I gave him a stern look.  
I felt the back of my neck start 
to tingle. Something was very 
wrong.

At that very moment, a sixth 
sense kicked in and I was com-
pelled to turn to my driver-side. 
As I turned, I saw another male 
at my open driver’s door.  I viv-
idly remember the knife coming 
towards my face and the focused 
look on the attackers face. I re-
member deflecting the knife hand 
with my left hand and grabbing 
his hand and forcing it up to the 
roof of the cab.

In one smooth motion, my right 
hand sweeps up my shirt and 
motions towards what normally 
would be a GLOCK 23 at the 
ready at the three o’clock posi-
tion. Instead, I was greeted by 
the cold hard reality of an empty 
holster.  I’m pretty sure I blurted 
out an angry four-letter word at 
that moment. At first my mind 
was confused, but in an instant I 
replayed the exact moment I had 
removed my firearm earlier in the 
day.

At this point, the attacker knew 
I had just tried to do something 
and became even more aggres-
sive. He was tugging at my jeans 
trying to reach for my wallet. 
Again, I realized that there was 
the other person on the other 
side, but this guy was more of an 
immediate threat and I couldn’t 
lose my focus on him.

In the most convincingly defeated 
tone I could muster, I remember 
yelling “Okay! Okay! Stop, just 
give me a second.” This allowed 
me to reach back for what he 

thought was my wallet. It was 
enough of a diversion to allow 
me to reach for my everyday 
carry knife. It felt like an eternity 
deploying my knife. My hands 
must have fumbled two or three 
times trying to get to it out.

I knew that if he saw what I was 
reaching for, I would lose this 
moment of opportunity. I immedi-
ately kicked him, forced his knife 
hand up into the top of the cab 
and in one fell stroke jabbed my 
knife into his forearm.

I couldn’t tell you how bad his in-
juries were. It happened so fast. 
I remember the attacker jumping 
out away from me and backed 
away a bit. But for whatever rea-
son it seemed like he was about 
to advance toward me again for 
round two. At this point I knew 
getting into a knife fight with one 
attacker, possibly two armed 
attackers was something I didn’t 
want to do.

Thinking as quickly as I could, I 
yelled “YOU M____ F_____ERS. 
I’M AN OFF DUTY POLICE OF-
FICER!”

This was a lie and still not sure 
if it was the best thing to say or 
do. It worked though, because 
both attacker ran away.  Seems 
they were in the crime business 
together.

I immediately jump back in the 
vehicle and shut the door to get 
away to a safe, public location 
to call 911. The keys were gone 
from the ignition. 

It was at this moment where I 
realized that I was wet. Not wet 
with sweat but with blood—my 
blood. I was sitting in a pool of it 
in my seat. I immediately called 
911.

I later learned that the passenger 
door attacker stabbed me twice. 
Once in the back near my neck 
and once on my right between 
my ribs. The neck wound was 
a clean flesh wound, but the 
wound through my ribs was deep 
enough to puncture my liver. I’m 
lucky to be alive. The second 
attacker from behind could have 
slit my throat instead of choosing 
to stab me.

I spent a week in the hospital 
after the surgeons opened me up 
to close my punctured liver and 
I spent the next two weeks with 
a tube coming out of my gut to 
drain the internal fluids that were 
collecting inside of me.

All of the police officers who re-
sponded got a kick out of the part 
where I put on my biggest poker 
face and boldly told the attacker 

that I was an off-duty police of-
ficer. The investigators said that 
the attackers were most likely ad-
dicts needing their next fix. Only 
addicts would be so bold as to 
attack a vehicle at an intersection 
for maybe $20 that was in my 
wallet. To this day, the perpetra-
tors have yet to be caught.

In hindsight, it’s really tough to 
say whether or not my firearm 
would have made a real differ-
ence.  With that said, I know that 
I would have been more effec-
tive defending myself if I had the 
firearm. I wouldn’t have had to 

rely on a bluff to de-escalate 
the situation to stop the 
attackers from advancing a 
second time on an already 
wounded victim.

“I’ll only be out for a few 
minutes.”

Words I’ll never use again 
as an excuse to not carry 
my firearm. You never know 
when you’ll be the victim. It 
can happen at any time, any 
place and when you least 
expect it.
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“I’ll only be out for a few minutes.”
It happened to me!

Mr. Yi’s truck interior following the attack.
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State Line 
Rifle Association

 
 
Proud sponsor of 
Brownell’s NRA Day Family Fun Shoot.

In affiliation with: NRA, ISRA, GOA, IFOR, CMP, GSL, 
MCSA

Monthly meetings on the fourth 
Tuesday each month at 7pm

American Legion
111 E Main Street
Round Lake Park, IL 60073
 

www.statelinerifle.com   
see us on Facebook “An influential voice in 

advancing armed self-
defense ‘north of I-80’ ”

Sharp Defense
Jim Sharp

National Rifle Association &
Illinois Concealed Carry Classes

Paxton, IL
Serving Ford, Iroquois, Livingston, McLean, Piatt, 

Champaign, Vermilion Counties and beyond

Call 217 379-3652 
email:  training@sharpcs.com

Located between 
St. Joseph and Urbana, 

IL., on Route 150 
in Mayview
IN	THE	

BIG RED 
BUILDING

1868 CR 1600 N.
Urbana, IL   61802

217-469-8000

DAVE’S FIREARMS
Firearms - Ammunition - Reloading - Accessories

IT’S TIME to stop in and see the Largest Selection of 
Firearms and Accessories in East Central Illinois, in our 
NEWLY EXPANDED SHOWROOM.

The way it should be
Cop	gives	open	carrier	a	ride
Chagrin Falls, OH (Cleveland.com) – Residents became upset seeing a man walking 
down the street carrying a rifle on June 5.

An officer located him and learned he was headed to a friend’s house on Solon Road 
to watch military movies and commemorate the 70th anniversary of D-Day, the World 
War II Invasion of Normandy. The officer offered him a ride to the get-together.

Photo courtesy Chagrin Valley Today.Browning A5 FOR SALE
Belgian Browning Auto 5 12 gauge shotgun, imported in the late 1940s, for sale.  Stock 
is in good condition, the metal in good to very good.  Well-maintained.  $1195 OBO.  
Call John at 217 649-3702.  FOID required and all that good stuff.

Marion	Bank	has	a	different	“Guns”	sign	on	door
Marion, IL (Guns Save Life) - Don’t mess with the South Porte Bank in Marion, IL.  The 
sign on the door says “this property protected by Smith & Wesson” and they aren’t just kid-
ding.  Management is encouraging employees to get their carry licenses and carry while 
on the job.  This is in part to help ensure their bank doesn’t suffer an attempted robbery 
such as the one in Cairo where two female employees were killed and a third critically 
injured.  Hats off to South Porte Bank.
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Train with the people you know and trust.

GSL Defense Training
Firearms	Training	for	Everyone

GSLDefenseTraining.com
Check	website	for	class	schedules,	locations	and	availability.

GSL Defense Training, LLC
21 Brookshire Green
Bloomington, IL 62704
217 649-3702
templar223@comcast.net

GSL Defense Training’s
NRA Personal Protection in the Home (IL 16-hour)
This NRA Personal Protection in the Home course, along with supplemental lectures and range exercises, satisfies 
Illinois’ 16-hour training requirement for the new CCW licenses and is Illinois State Police approved.  Course goal: 
To develop the basic knowledge, skills and attitude essential to the safe and efficient use of a handgun for protection 
of self and family, and to provide information on the law-abiding citizen’s right to self-defense.  This class covers a 
review of NRA gun safety rules, using firearms responsibly and ethically for personal protection, developing the proper 
mindset for using a firearm for personal defense when facing a life-threatening encounter, mental awareness, how to 
avoid becoming a victim, strategies for home safety and responding to a violent confrontation in your home.  We offer 
an in-depth instruction on the judicious use of deadly force - taught by real instructor-lawyers, not power point slides 
- including when deadly force is justified against “unarmed” aggressors.  Additional topics and activities above and be-
yond the NRA Personal Protection in the Home Course:  We will also teach you fundamentals of how to fight with your 
personal defense handgun, a discussion of interactions with potential assailants, the moral and ethical considerations 
to decision-making involved in using  deadly force, and post-shooting interventions with witnesses, responding police 
officers, investigating officers, media and others.  We’ll also cover the Illinois State Police-required aspects of the new 
Illinois Firearm Concealed Carry Act.

Students will spend several hours on the range with live-fire both days and will fire 250	rounds, including the Illinois 
qualification shoot.  Less experienced shooters are welcomed & encouraged.  

Tuition:			$225	per person when you take advantage of our buy one, get one half-price special.  $300 for a single 
registration.  Registration includes lunch, drinks, range fees, safety equipment (as needed), and the NRA required 
student packet of materials.  AZ, FL non-resident permit-to-carry applications are also included, along with a long list 
of bonus materials.   Loaner guns and gear offered at no additional charge.  Ammo available at all class locations.
A Firearms Owners ID Card is recommended, but not required.  

July 19 & 20 Clinton, IL
August 16 & 17 Crescent City, IL

September 27/28 in Bloomington, IL

GSL Defense Training’s
GSL Defense Training IL Concealed Carry (IL 8-hour)
This Illinois State Police-approved course satisfies the final 8-hours of training required for an IL concealed carry 
license for those who have taken NRA Personal Protection in the Home, NRA Basic Pistol or other recognized training 
courses, or prior military service.   You will fire approximately 120 rounds.  This will include your qualification shoot.

Tuition:		$150 per person.  Registration includes lunch, drinks, range fees, GSL Defense Training course materials, 
and safety equipment as needed.  Loaner guns and gear offered at no additional charge.  Ammo available.

Friday, July 18th  Clinton, IL  
Last date this year!

Great ratio of instructors to students.  Family and female friendly.  More than the 
minimum of everything.  Lunch, range fees, and loaner equipment included.  Real 
lawyers, experienced instructors - not Power Point slides.  Great value!   
GSL	Defense	Training:		We	don’t	just	provide	training,	we	provide	confidence!
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The

Armed American
True stories of firearms used by law-abiding Americans 
to save innocent life.

Donny’s	done	doing	crime
Peru, IN (Kokomo Tribune) – A 30-year-old 
Peru man was shot and killed Saturday 
night by a rural Miami County homeowner, 
who told deputies the man was shot in self-
defense.

Donny L. Sturgill was found dead in a resi-
dence on the 6400 block of North 400 West, 
near Denver, at around 10 p.m. Saturday 
after deputies received a call Sturgill had 
been shot at the house.

Miami County 
Sheriff Tim Miller 
said a prelimi-
nary investigation 
revealed there 
were signs of 
forced entry into 
the residence.  He 
said two people 
were in the home 
at the time of the 
incident. They 
told deputies one 
of them got a 
handgun and shot 
Sturgill in self-
defense.

...Sturgill had been arrested by deputies last 
year for allegedly stabbing a Denver man in 
the chest and face. He was arrested again 
in March on charges of domestic battery 
and criminal recklessness with a deadly 
weapon.

Hero	loses	life	but	disrupts	
spree	killers,	saves	lives
Las Vegas (Review Journal) - Joseph Rob-
ert Wilcox wasn’t one for the limelight.

And yet the 31-year-old Las Vegan is being 
heralded as a hero for giving his life while 
trying to stop [scumbags’ names redacted]  
in the midst of their shooting spree in the 
east valley late Sunday morning.

After executing two Las Vegas police of-
ficers at CiCi’s Pizza, [scumbags’ names 
redacted] entered a nearby Wal-Mart, at 
Nellis Boulevard and Stewart Avenue, fired 
a round in the air and ordered everyone 
to leave, setting off a panic. It was at that 
point, instead of running, Wilcox ap-
proached [the male scumbag] from behind.

Law enforcement sources said Wilcox, who 
had a concealed weapons permit and car-
ried a handgun, was ready to “end it” when 
[the female scumbag], who was behind 
Wilcox, shot and killed him.

“I wish Joseph could see this. That every-
body was grateful for what he tried to do,” 
said Debra Wilcox, fighting back tears.

Violent	attacks	happen	in	
small	towns	too
Coalville, IA (KCCI) — A homeowner and 
an alleged robber are in the hospital with 
serious injuries after a home invasion early 
Sunday morning.

Police said that shortly after 6 a.m., a man 
knocked on the front door of a Coalville 
resident. The man cut the homeowner in 
the neck with a knife.

The homeowner then used a handgun to 
fire three shots into the man’s torso. The 
suspect managed to drive five miles away 
from the scene on Old Mill Road, just south 
of Fort Dodge, where police ultimately 
found him.

Webster County Sheriff Jim Stubbs said he 
believes the man was attempting to rob the 
home.

While charges are pending, police said the 
homeowner was acting in self-defense.

Robber	comes	up	short	
and dead in shootout
Inkster, MI (WDIV) -  A man who was trying 
to break into a home Thursday evening 
ended up on the losing end of a shootout.

Police say the homeowner saw the man 
attempting to break into his home at Oak-
wood and Central streets in Inkster. When 
he confronted him, the apparent would-be 
robber shot him in the leg.

However, the homeowner returned fire. He 
shot the man, killing him.

Donny L. Sturgill.

NYC (NY Post) - A retired NYPD detec-
tive fatally shot a would-be carjacker 
after the guy and a pal tried to rob him 
in Brooklyn early Tuesday, and later 
tearfully recounted his harrowing ordeal, 
saying, “I didn’t want to die,” authorities 
and the man said.

Former cop Derrick Bishop, 55, was 
working the graveyard security shift 
outside of a bottling facility in East New 
York before the thugs tried to rob him, 
the man and sources said.

Bishop said he was in his 2004 Mer-
cedes sedan waiting for a truck delivery 
so he could open the gates when gun-
man Manuel Ocampo, 18, crept up to his 
car at the corner of Georgia Avenue and 
Linden Boulevard around 3:15 a.m. and 
stuck a .9mm pistol at his driver’s side 
window.

“I looked at him, and I see his hands and 
see he has a .9mm pointed at my face,” 
a shaken Bishop recalled, speaking to 
reporters outside his Brooklyn home. 
“Then he told me he’s going to blow my 
brains out, he would shoot me in the face 
if I didn’t hand him my money.”

“I thought I was gonna die 
in the car at that time,” 
Bishop said, wiping away 
tears. “I didn’t want to die. 
I wanted to be able to see 
my kids and my wife.”

-- Derrick Bishop

Bishop rolled down the window and 
handed over what cash he had in his 
pockets, along with a few lottery tickets, 
but the thief ordered him to get out of 

the car and began digging through his 
pockets.

“He kept saying, ‘That’s all the f— you 
got? I’m gonna kill you, I’m gonna shoot 
you,’ ” Bishop said.

“So I started taking everything out of my 
pocket and throwing it on the ground, 
hoping he would look down at the ground 
because I was trying to get some type of 
advantage and it just didn’t look good.”

Ocampo then grabbed the former cop’s 
keys and hopped in the driver’s seat 
while still aiming the gun at Bishop as he 
tried to unlock the passenger’s side door 
for his nephew and alleged accomplice, 
Rashawn Thompson, also 18.

When the armed thief turned his gaze 
away from the 20-year NYPD vet, Bishop 
pulled out his legal Glock .9mm and 
blasted Ocampo four times in the chest 
and neck, he said.

“I thought I was gonna die in the car 
at that time,” Bishop said, wiping away 
tears. “I didn’t want to die. I wanted to be 
able to see my kids and my wife.”

Ocampo tried to run but quickly col-
lapsed on Georgia Avenue, where 
officers found him clutching his gun. He 
later died at Brookdale Hospital.

The only thing that stops a bad guy with a gun is a good guy with a gun

Retiree	saves	self,	truncates	young	thug’s	career

You don’t have to be 
a helpless victim.

Empower yourself.  Become a gun owner.  
Get training.

Joseph	Wilson,	RIP

(USA Today) - ...Police on Monday de-
scribed Wilcox, 31, as “heroic” for trying to 
confront the shooters with his concealed 
handgun as they entered the store.

GSL Defense Training
Firearms	Training	for	Everyone



Enclosed is an annual membership for my 
son Jeff.  He’s been shooting since he was 
4-years-old as I was a Hunter Education 
Instructor for the State of Wisconsin and 
taught a shooting program in the Manitowoc 
City Recreation department in the base-
ment of our city police department.

Jeff has two sons, 7- and 9-years-old, and 
we plan to start teaching them about Gun 
Safety and the Outdoors on my farmland up 
here.  My son is now in a wheelchair after 
three back surgeries, and uses a walker 

to get around.  He gave me one of your 
magazines and I know you need help and 
support.

My son and I had our first father-son week-
end in 22 years at the NRA convention and 
we plan to go to Nashville next year.

Keep up the good work and fight.

Roger VanderLogt
Mishicot, WI
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timely issues, particularly those related to 
firearms, self-defense or similar topics. Letters 
and guest columns may be sent electronically 
to:  templar223@comcast.net

Or you can mail your letter to:
Guns Save Life, Post Office Box 51, 
Savoy, Illinois 61874

Thanks	for	the	signs!
I am a college student in the Illinois valley. 

Just wanted to express my appreciation for 
the concealed carry signs your organization 
put up between Peru and Streator exits on 
Southbound I-39. 

I am a license holder and it is refreshing to 
see those signs every day on my way to 
work. 

Thank you!

K.A. Currant
Illinois

Don’t be desensitized to violent crime

Are you listening? 
by Frank Sharpe
Are you listening? Two weeks ago, a mile from where I grew up, an 85-year-
old man was brutally murdered in his home.   Rumor has it he was beaten 
and strangled; the official cause of death has yet to be announced. Signs are 
the bedroom was ransacked in what appears to be a burglary/murder. Time 
will tell.

A few years ago I 
asked two paramed-
ics on a south subur-
ban Chicago fire de-
partment to monitor 
the radios and keep 
track of each time 
the police in their city 
were called out on a 
violent Code 3 (lights 
and sirens, burglary 
in progress, etc…), 
as well as how many 
times the fire department was called out to an actual fire. The ratio ended 
up being 60 to 1. For every one time the engines rolled to a real fire, police 
responded to 60 violent events (murders, stabbings, aggravated assaults, 
armed robberies, etc…) Not even close to a scientific study, but interesting 
none-the-less.

We all have smoke detectors and fire extinguishers in our homes, and we pay 
people to polish big red trucks all day. In fact, we even legislate fire alarms 
and fire suppression systems into our building codes. We do this because the 
consequences of not having those things when we need them are unaccept-
able. Yet, when compared to the potential of violent attack, fire is a non-issue.

In my old neighborhood, I know of 40+ homes that have been broken into, 
three murders, and countless assault and batteries. And it’s one of those 
“nice places to live.”  At the same time, I can only remember one real house 
fire.

I suggest (to the suggestible student) that they carry their gun at all times – 
even at home. We all have to sleep, but every waking moment our pistols 
should be at hand. I don’t say that to impress fear, I say it to impress priori-
ties. You are the first responder to your attack – you get no “wait a minute” or 
“time out” or “do over.” When it happens, ready or not, you’re on!

The world is telling us something, and people are dying illustrating the lesson 
– ignore it at your own peril.

by John Boch
When was the last time you smiled at an 
Illinois Secretary of State’s (SOS) office?  I 
did recently, both upon entry and exit and 
most of the time in between.  

I’m going to share a secret with my GSL 
family and friends:  If you need prompt, 
friendly service at a driver’s license facility 
in central Illinois, go to the Clinton office.

My recent experience started with a trip 
to the dreaded Champaign facility, where 
I was assaulted by repeated waves of NO 
GUNS signage starting at the perimeter of 
the property.  

Once naked and inside, I found fifty or 
more people just sitting there blank-faced 
like cattle - or fish in the barrel for any 
deranged gunmen walking in.  

The staff was there behind the tall and 
probably bullet resistant counters, mov-
ing at their casual speed with automaton 
indifference towards their captive-audience 
“customers”.  

The last time I waited in line to get a new 
license at Jesse White’s Champaign sta-
tion, I waited nearly 90 long minutes, part 
of which was spent having my olfactory 
senses assaulted by a couple of visitors to 
America who weren’t yet availing them-
selves to daily bathing rituals so prevalent 
in our nation. 

I wasn’t up for a repeat experience, so I 
headed west on Route 10.  At the Clinton 
station, I found no waiting and a pleasant 
grandmotherly woman (a young grand-
mother, that is) who greeted me warmly, 
ready to assist me.  There was no “take a 
number” routine.

Not even ten minutes later she gave me 
my new driver’s license and I was out of 
there.  In that time, a couple of other smil-
ing people came in and were also warmly 
welcomed and it was like a small coffee 
shop.  They were obviously already privy 
to the secret I had just learned.

Those ladies will be less than happy with 
me for telling 25,000 people to go visit 
their office for uncharacteristically fast and 
friendly service, but this is too good not to 
share.

A	well-deserved	pat	on	the	back

Keep	up	the	good	work	and	fight

Mailbag
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by Jim Irvine
(Buckeye Firearms Association) - Heart 
disease is the number one cause of death 
in the United States accounting for approxi-
mately 600,000 deaths annually, according 
to the Centers for Disease Control and Pre-
vention. In addition to all the dead people, 
heart attacks also have a negative effect 
on the family members who’ve lost a loved 
one, and all of the innocent bystanders 
who witness this horrible death. It is time to 
outlaw heart attacks.

I will grant that heart attacks are okay 
in the privacy of one’s home, but clearly 
not in public areas. Heart attacks should 
be banned in public buildings especially 
schools, libraries, churches and day care 
centers. Airports have more than their share 
of heart attacks and deserve special atten-
tion.

To ensure compliance, places where heart 
attacks are banned should be required to 
post “no heart attack” signs. These signs 
should be prominently displayed with 
contrasting colors so that anyone entering 
the building understands that heart attacks 
are prohibited within. Employers should 
incorporate “no heart attack” policy into their 
employee manuals. Because heart attacks 
are so serious, employee policy must be 
strong on the subject. Heart attacks should 
be a zero-tolerance issue. Employees must 
understand that anyone violating the “no 
heart attacks” policy will be subject to im-
mediate termination.

We know of course, that this will not stop 
all heart attacks, so additional steps are 
required to make this policy work. In “heart 
attack free zones” civilians should not be 
permitted to intervene during a heart attack. 
No one should administer aspirin, begin 
CPR or loosen clothing. The last thing 

we need during a heart attack is ordinary 
people trying to play doctor.

Even those with training and licensed to 
use tools to save lives should be prohibited 
from possessing those tools in heart attack 
free zones. There is no need for such things 
when we have a viable 911 system that 
can quickly respond to such emergencies. 
Trained health professionals accidentally kill 
200,000 to 440,000 people annually. Just 
think of how terrible the death toll would 
be if ordinary people tried to help in such 
stressful and confusing moments as loved 
one having a heart attack.

Heart disease is a serious problem in our 
country. I call on President Obama to ap-
point a surgeon general who will politicize 
heart attacks and use the power of his 
office to make sweeping changes to better 
control heart attacks. There is certain to 
be strong resistance to my ideas, but with 
the attorney general forcing them down 
America’s throat, we can make compli-
ance mandatory. It might even fit under the 
Obamacare umbrella allowing the use of 
the IRS as an enforcement agency.

While heart attacks are a nice starting point, 
it is not enough to go after just one type 
of disease. We must control all diseases 

like cancer, strokes, respiratory diseases, 
Alzheimer’s and diabetes. Americans spend 
a lot of time at work, and they deserve the 
right to work in disease-free buildings. Com-
mon leisure gathering locations like parks 
and sporting events must also be required 
to ban deadly diseases.

Some may read this and think that I’m just 
being silly, or that I’ve gone insane. Some 
will note the idea of banning heart attacks 
is ridiculously impossible. Substitute the 
words “gun” for “heart attack” and “gun free 
zones” for “heart attack free zones” and ask 
yourself if this story makes any more sense.

In the wake of yet another multiple victim 
shooting in a another “gun free zone” on the 
premises of an anti-gun business who fires 
employees for violating its anti-gun policy, 
maybe the most insane notion is that we 
continue to allow employers to adopt such 
dangerous policy and give them immunity 
for the deaths that result.

Jim Irvine is the Buckeye Firearms Asso-
ciation President, BFA PAC Chairman and 
recipient of the NRA-ILA’s 2011 “Jay M. 
Littlefield Volunteer of the Year Award” and 
the CCRKBA’s 2012 “Gun Rights Defender 
of the Year Award.”

Heart	attack-free

ZONES

By Joe Wurzelbacher
(JoeforAmerica.com) - The 
following originally ap-
peared at joeforamerica.
com and is reprinted here 
with permission.

I wrote my “open letter” 
on the eve of Memorial 
day – a day we honor the 
fallen heroes that defend 
and protect our rights. 
These men and women 
that served and paid the 
ultimate price for our way 
of life were someone’s dad, 
mom, brother, sister, or 
daughter. They made that 
sacrifice, which guarantees 
our freedoms because they 
believe in America. So I’m 
asking the question: Why 
are the lives of these brave 
Americans less important 
than the victims of Elliot 
Rodger? . . .

Because if the solution 
to this horrific incident is 
surrendering to the devious 
schemes of oppression; 
it nullifies the sacrifice of 
all Veterans. To infringe 
on our rights to bear arms 
would make a mockery of 
our fallen heroes who died 
defending our way of life.

Left-leaning politicians and 
their lapdogs in the main-
stream media want to use 
this “crisis” to further chip 
away our rights. They want 
to use these deaths to gain 
more power and more con-
trol. They only care about 
the victims so long as they 
serve a purpose.

The killings are useful, the 
grieving an opportunity, the 
survivors are props in a 
staged circus of phony out-
rage, but with real people 
now damaged by the very 
policies the Marxists hope 
to arrange more of.

Don’t believe me? Look 
how the country has taken 
care of our veterans.

The horror story is right 
in front of our faces. This 
President swore five years 
ago to do something about 
it and billions of dollars lat-
er, all we have to show are 
dead Veterans in Arizona 
and no one accountable.

Because once these he-
roes return from the battle-
field, they are no longer 
useful to the left. They’re 
thrown aside and ignored 
in a VA bureaucracy which 
should have been an obvi-
ous warning to all against 
the horrors of socialized 
medicine.

Even when 90-year-old 
men in wheelchairs wish 
to visit the WWII Memorial 
in Washington D.C. – a 
monument they built by 

trudging across Europe in 
their bare feet to kill Nazis, 
cramming into submarines 
in the South Pacific to hold 
off the invading Japa-
nese, and staring down 
Rommel’s tanks in Africa 
– they’re confronted with 
steel barricades, compli-
ments of the Administra-
tion.

Back to guns:

-Whistles don’t protect 
women from rape – a 
GLOCK does!

-When armed men come 
into your house to steal, 
a baseball bat doesn’t cut 
it. Unless you have an 
automatic-baseball bat. I 
want one of those – email 
me.

-When a nut-job decides 
to go on a killing spree 
and the cops are 5 to 15 
minutes away, you are 
screwed unless you are 
carrying a Colt.

-And – this is the most 
important one:  Guns are 
mostly for hunting down 
politicians who would 
actively seek to take your 
freedoms and liberty away 
from you. Google “Hitler, 
Mao, Kim Jung Il, Castro, 
Stalin” just for starters.

As far as me being nice, 
cordial, respectful – don’t 
hurt people’s feelings… 
blah blah? We tried that 
and look where it got us?

Joe	the	Plumber: No More Mr. Nice Guy

GUN	OWNERS	DEMAND
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News shorts

URBANA AMERICAN LEGION POST 71
and

SONS OF AMERICAN LEGION
SQUADRON 71

Supporting Our Troops &
Our 2nd Amendment Rights

Urbana American Legion Post 71
107 N. Broadway Ave.

Urbana, IL 61801
(217)367-3121

Open Daily 10 am to 2 am. 
THE PUBLIC IS WELCOME!

$100.00 off Banquet rental for GSL members.

Guam	joins	41	states	with	“shall	issue”	carry
(The Truth About Guns) - Governor Eddie Calvo of Guam signed 
Bill 296-32 into law on the 21st of May, 2014. One of the last 
changes to be made to the bill before it was sent to the governor 
was to change the term of concealed carry permits to three years 
instead of six.  The good news from kuam.com: “The bill changes 
language for concealed firearms licensing from ‘may’ to ‘shall.’ that 
means concealed firearm licenses shall be issued to an applicant 
who meets the various specifications.” . . .

Guam now joins the 41 states that have laws requiring the issuance of a concealed carry 
permit if the legal requirements are met. California and Hawaii have been required to 
convert to “shall issue” status pending the resolution of the Peruta decision. Vermont 
doesn’t require the issuance of a permit at all and doesn’t even offer one.

Don’t let this be you!
Indiana school cop left 
handgun	in	rest	room
Kouts, IN (WLKY) —Officials say a police 
officer left his loaded handgun behind in a 
staff restroom of a 
rural northwestern 
Indiana school.

East Porter County 
Schools superin-
tendent Rod Gardin 
says the school 
resource officer 
removed the gun while using the restroom 
and didn’t retrieve it before responding to an 
emergency text message.

(Examiner) - A little noticed and virtually 
unreported April 15 notice posted in the 
Federal Register suggests the Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco Firearms and 
Explosives intends expanding 
the multiple rifle sale require-
ment currently imposed on four 
border states (Arizona, Califor-
nia, New Mexico and Texas) to 
all states.

Titled “Agency Information Col-
lection Activities; Proposed eCol-
lection eComments Requested; 
Report of Multiple Sale or Other 
Disposition of Certain Rifles,” and assigned 
OMB Number 1140–0100, the 60-day no-
tice abstract declares “The purpose of this 
information collection is to require Federal 

Firearms Licensees to report multiple sales 
or other dispositions whenever the licensee 
sells or otherwise disposes of two or more 

rifles within any five consecu-
tive business days with the fol-
lowing characteristics: (a) Semi 
automatic; (b) a caliber greater 
than .22; and (c) the ability to 
accept a detachable magazine.

“Comments are encouraged 
and will be accepted for 60 
days until June 16, 2014,” the 
notice advises. That means 
much of the comment period 

has already passed with most unaware it 
ever began. And the ATF website offers no 
additional information other than links to 
the notice and to various forms.

From the same people who walked thousands of guns into Mexico
ATF	tries	for	nationwide	multiple	rifle	sales	reporting

Bloomberg’s	Moms	target	Target
(Guns Save Life) - Bloomberg’s bought 
and paid for Moms Demand Action group 
has targeted Target stores, asking the retail 
giant to ban guns from their stores following 
pictures of Open Carry Texas activists open 
carrying rifles in a Texas store.

The Moms came up with an online petition 
signed by 100,000 “people” on the Internet 
to push Target towards a sweeping ban of 
all firearms except for on-duty law enforce-
ment.

Grassroots gun owners began to push back 
with a disorganized campaign to contact 
Target to warn them of economic conse-
quences should they cave to Bloomberg’s 
babes.

Moms Demand 
Action touted a 
“Stroller Jam” 
in Dallas out-
side the annual 
shareholder’s 
meeting for 
Target to “keep 
up the pres-
sure” on June 
11th. 

Exactly one sad little mom showed up with 
her stroller in just the latest embarrassing 
failure for Moms Demand Action to turn out 
real people for their so-called grassroots 
activism.

Chicago:		
It’s	not	the	guns,	stupid.
(Guns Save Life) - This is their story of sub-
standard public schools - and a failure of 
parents to properly assist in their children’s 
education.

Photo via Second City Cop.
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Guns Save Life | Pontiac

Terrance c. Sullivan, managing broker

Lyons-suLLivan ReaLty, inc.
321 W. madiSon STreeT, PonTiac, il 61764 
office 815-842-1400 | direcT 815-674-6299 

LyonssuLLivanReaLty.com

The Pontiac VFW Post 886, site of our 
Pontiac Guns Save Life meeting, offered 
a pre-meeting meal of meatloaf, au gratin 
scalloped potatoes and cole slaw for those 
showing up for the dinner part of our eve-
ning.  It was really good.

John Gahm opened the meeting with the 
Pledge of Allegiance, then asked all Veter-
ans to stand and be recognized.  A large 
number of roughly seventy attendees were 
veterans. 

There were six new attendees, with two 
traveling from Dupage County to see what 
Guns Save Life monthly meetings are all 
about.

We picked up a couple of new members 
and sold lots of tickets to win a host of guns 
GSL is giving away.

GSL First Lady Wendy Boch gave the 
Presidents message, bringing the faith-
ful up to speed on the latest in news and 
information.  Illinois CCW license issuance 
is running at roughly 25% of what the Il-
linois State Police anticipated, with very few 
people signing up for training, which sug-
gests the rate could slow still further before 
the year is up.  As it is, ISP has issued but 
50,000 licenses this year.

The president’s advice is to forgo finger-
printing if you haven’t already paid $50-75 
to get printed, because there’s no real dif-
ference in the processing times for applica-
tions with fingerprints vs. those without.

Among the topics hit upon were the “NO 
GUNS” signs, specifically that we’re en-
couraging members to challenge posted 
businesses and to give them a “NO GUNS 
= NO MONEY” card.  We’re having success 
getting businesses to pull down their posted 
signage, and politely giving business own-
ers those cards will continue to help with 
the removal of these risky signs.
 .
Brandon Hempner 
passed out fliers 
and spoke on behalf 
of Paul Schimpf, 
Republican candi-
date for Attorney 
General.

Terry Riccolo of 
Dwight spoke about 
US Rifleman’s 
Association and its 

terrific, and very affordable training pro-
grams both in rifle and in pistol shooting.  
Taught by experienced and high-quality 
instructors, the USRA has a great one-day 
pistol class that is a very nice supplement 
to the Illinois Concealed Carry class.  USRA 
also has some great rifle classes to teach 
marksmanship, both at reduced ranges and 
at known distances.

Riccolo also encouraged members to chal-
lenge business posting “NO GUNS” signs to 
educate them on the risks associated with 
posting the signs.

Terry Zeiters with three Applseed-friendly 
rifles - basically customized Ruger 10-22s.

Terry Zeiters of Minonk displayed three 
target rifles and gave a tech time on Apple-
seed, promoting some upcoming Apple-
seeds in Central Illinois.  Project Appleseed 
is a program that teaches the fundamentals 
of marksmanship and American heritage.  
Like USRA, it is quite affordable.

Brian Pflibsen and Daniel Parcher of South 
Post Guns in Streator provided a large 
display of handguns with some great older 
Smith & Wesson Guns.

Our monthly drawing gun was a Glock 42 
provided by South Post Guns, Streator.  It 
was won by Andy Thompson of Pontiac.

Pontiac, IL (Pontiac Daily Leader) - The 
$15,000 needed to erect a monument on 
the historic county courthouse square for 
Livingston County Afghanistan and Iraq 
war veterans has finally been acquired. 
Not even a month after Livingston County 
AMVETS Post #115 finance officer and 
adjutant Chris Studebaker announced 
he had raised $9,000 toward the monu-
ment, the post — in cooperation with the 
Livingston County VFW, American Legion 
posts and their auxiliaries  — received the 
remaining funds. The finished memorial 
will be placed in its final resting spot, just 
south of the Korea and Vietnam monu-
ment and to the north of the Desert Storm 
monument, in June.

“I am proud to announce we have 
completed the fundraising,” Studebaker 
said. “I really couldn’t say exactly why the 
remaining funds came in so quickly, but 
the media publicity I’ve received seems to 
have paid off.”

Mark Ifft, owner of Pontiac Granite Com-
pany, had already ordered the stone from 
the quarry before the monument was full-

funded. Today, the completed monument 
sits at the quarry, ready for its dedication 
ceremony sometime before June 14.

[Editor’s note:  Guns Save Life members 
chipped in a few hundred dollars after 
Mr. Studebaker addressed our members 
describing the project and what was 
needed.  We’re pleased we could help a 
worthy endeavor in honor of local veter-
ans!  Congratulations on completion of 
the monument.]

Good news!
New	war	memorial	set	for	dedication

Terry Riccolo.

I	really	did	win	it,	honey!

Brian Pfilbsen presents Andy Thompson the 
Glock 42.  How’s that?  Come to a Guns 
Save Life meeting and win a pistol!  Con-
gratulations to Andy. 

Pontiac July Gun drawing is for a EAA 
Windicator 357 Revolver also provided by 
South Post Guns Streator.

Next month’s Pontiac meeting is July 1st.  
See you then and bring your appetite!

DARNALL’S
NRA

YOUTH
SHOOTING 

CAMP
July 24 - 27
Open to ages 9-16+

Learn multiple shooting disci-
plines under skilled, dedicated 
and experienced instructors.  
Rifles, pistols, shotguns, Cow-
boy Action shooting, archery, 
black powder, air rifle, 

To register, contact Darnall’s 
GunWorks and Ranges at 309-
379-4331 or visit Darnalls.com.
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Liberty Guns  
“We have expanded!”

307 East Second Street * Homer, IL
217	896-8024

e-mail:  drothermel at gunssavelife.com
Tues.	through	Fri.	2p-5p,	Sat.	10-5p.	
If no answer, call: Dean:  217-377-3326

Area’s largest Pro-Shot dealer since 1987.

Full-line gun shop
* Reloading supplies & equipment.
* New, used, consignments wel-
come.
* We’ve got ammo.  
* Now offering Internet sales of 
your consignments.
* Did we mention guns?  We’ve 
got ‘em and special orders are 
welcome.

In Homer on Route 49, turn east at 
the Marathon station and go 1 1/2 
blocks.  We’re on the south side of 

the road.  
Next door to the American Legion.  

Ammo is coming back!
400+ guns in stock!

Lots of Rugers, Glocks and 
Springfield Armory pistols in stock.

Double-tap Derringers arrived!
Come	see	our	growing	retail	space!

New	shipment	has	arrived	
from Berry’s Bullets!
Come see us soon!

by John Boch
(Guns Save Life) - Now that we’re hip-deep 
in tornado season, it’s probably a good time 
to revisit some basic tornado prepared-
ness tips.  Illinois lies east of the worst of 
“Tornado Alley”, but we still get our share of 
them.  Knowledge and some basic sup-
plies can help your family pull through one 
of these local disasters with a minimum of 
injuries and life disruption.  

Before the storm
Get yourself a weather radio.  Forewarned 
is forearmed and with the Specific Area 
Message Encoding (SAME) localized alerts 
from the National Weather Service, your 
family can be alerted to severe storms and 
tornado warnings giving you precious min-
utes to seek shelter either in a basement 
or the best possible interior room of your 
residence.  Get one of these radios then 
program in your local SAME code.  They’re 
about $50 or less.

Make a family emergency plan:  Have 
phone numbers, etc. on a contact card.  
Don’t rely on your smart phone that won’t 
be so smart if the battery dies or it takes a 
dunk.  Have pre-planned meeting locations 
and/or rally points in case of unforeseen or 
emergency evacuations.

Under your bed:  Put a pair of boots, a 
flashlight, and a pair of work gloves near 
your bed.  Should the worst case hap-
pen while you are asleep, having these 
key items will protect you from debris and 
hazards in the immediate aftermath.   Not 
quite twenty years ago following the Urbana 
tornado, I saw people tromping out of badly 
damaged homes in flip-flops then blindly 
walking through yards littered with shingles 
embedded with nails and other hazardous 
debris.

Waterproof synthetic outerwear.  You’re 
going to get wet if you’re outside in the rain 
for extended periods of time.  Goretex and 

similar gear will keep you warmer, longer, 
and much less miserable when it’s chilly or 
cold.  These synthetic fabrics can also save 
your life from hypothermia in a cold rain.

Water.  Store at least a case or two of 
bottled water at home for emergencies such 
as this.  

Flashlights.  Get some decent flashlights, 
including “hands-free” headlamps.  The 
brighter the better.  Spare batteries are a 
must.

Hand-held portable radios.  FRS radios 
are better than nothing, but you could be 
battling everyone, including the neighbor’s 
six-year-old and the inbred, unshaven 
knuckledraggers a block or two away to 
get your messages through in a suburban 
or urban setting.  Instead, invest in some 
inexpensive radios from 409shop.com.  The 
digitally programmable Baofeng UV-5B is a 
great little radio for about $45 each.  Don’t 
expect use ham radio repeaters as the 
amateur radio people will be using them to 
coordinate emergency messages. 

Shelf-stable food.  Have some MREs, 
Heater Meals or similar sustenance avail-
able for something to eat that first day or 
two until things begin to return to some 
sense of normalcy.  

During	the	storm.
Have your weather radio within earshot and 
watch for severe storm conditions.  Move 
to a safe place (basement or interior room) 
in severe storms.  Listen for really loud 
sounds - like a freight train - which might 
indicate a twister bearing down on your 
location.

After the storm.
If you have a critical need for electricity 
(for medical devices, refrigeration or sump 
pumps), invest in a gas-powered portable 
generator.  Natural gas will sometimes be 
shut off to whole neighborhoods to avoid 
gas leaks turning into house fires.  If you’ve 
got that fancy whole-house generator pow-
ered by municipal natural gas, you may be 
dead in the water if this happens. 

Don’t go driving around unless it’s a bona 
fide emergency.  Rubberneckers will get 
in the way of emergency crews and relief 
workers.  Plus you’re liable to catch a few 
roofing nails in your tires (which would 
serve you right). 

Assume any powerlines you see on the 
ground are live - or that they may become 
live at any moment.   Avoid them.

If you have minor injuries, don’t call 9-1-1.  
Take care of minor stuff yourself.  Emer-
gency crews will be rescuing people from 
entrapment or critical injuries.  Along these 
lines, unless it’s truly an emergency, don’t 
fire up the chainsaw or engage in other 
risky activities.  If you get hurt, help may be 
delayed at best.

A pair of work boots and gloves, along 
with a couple of powerful flashlights, a few 
bottles of water and a positive, helpful at-
titude will be the most valuable things you 
can have following a tornado.  

Oh yeah, and maybe a discretely carried 
self-defense tool on your hip.
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all aboard!
S.S. FAILBOAT

Moms Demand Action target Target Stores
“Massive” national rallies are 
another embarrassing failure 
for Bloomberg & company
Moms Demand Action, the wholly-owned subsidiary of Michael 
Bloomberg, touted a “massive”, coordinated set of rallies to encour-
age Target Stores to ban firearms.

Bloomberg’s effort turned out only a handful of die-hard anti-gun nuts 
at each location - less than a few dozen total, nationwide.  

Fifty million dollars was supposed to fund the organization of a mas-
sive grassroots surge of useful idiots to advocate against civil rights.

It would seem Americans aren’t as stupid as Bloomberg thought 
they were.  $50 million couldn’t even turn out 50 people nationwide.  
Maybe if he spent $500 million on his new pet project, they could 
have turned out as many people as show up at Guns Save Life meet-
ings in the middle of flyover country in Illinois?

North Carolina managed five 
adults and two kids.

Only four moms in the entire 
state of Missouri.

Almost 40 million live in California 
and they could only turn out four 
moms.  And one little girl.

Iowa managed to break a 
half-dozen - if you count the 
kids.

Montana Moms.

Dallas, a city with 1.2 million peo-
ple saw exactly one sad grandma 
with a kid in a stroller and a few 
other anti-gun nuts.

Virginia Moms Demand Ac-
tion.

NEBRASKA
Now	recognizes	IL	licenses
(Guns Save Life) - Nebraska is just the latest 
state to recognize Illinois concealed carry 
licenses.

Twenty states (plus Illinois) now recognize 
Illinois permits (or have no permits for law-
abiding individuals to carry).  They include:  
Idaho, Utah, Arizona, Alaska, South Dakota, 
Nebraska, Kansas, Oklahoma, Iowa, Mis-
souri, Arkansas, Wisconsin, Illinois, Michigan 
(for Illinois residents), Indiana, Kentucky, Ten-
nessee, Mississippi, Alabama, North Carolina 
and Vermont.

Graphic courtesy Handgunlaw.us.
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Space is available for advertisements in GunNews 
Magazine.  The current circulation is now 23,500 copies, 
distributed mostly in Illinois.  SIGN UP NOW.  

Ad rates Once    5+ times       One year 
Full page  $250 $200 $150  ($1800 total)
Half page $150 $125 $100    ($1200 total)
Quarter   $100 $80 $65   ($780 total)
Eighth  $65 $50 $40   ($480 total)
Sixteenth $40 $35 $25    ($300 total)
Columns are 12” tall and 2.4” wide.  

Guaranteed four-color ad placement is twice the normal 
rate, as space permits.

Deadline
The first Friday of the month preceding publication.

Ad	Submissions
Ideally, ad should be in electronic format or camera / scan-
ner ready.  If in electronic format, Adobe InDesign (3.0) is 
strongly preferred, although a high-quality Adobe .pdf will 
work.  They can be submitted via email to templar223 at 
comcast.net or via CD or DVD to GunNews, PO Box 51, 
Savoy, Illinois 61874.  

If not in electronic format or camera ready, submit a basic 
description of what the ad should look like (business name, 
address, phone, product lines, prices, hours, message, 
etc) and we will put an ad together for you.

 

Advertising Information

Coming	events  -- to add your event, email johnnaese at frontier.net

UPCOMING	EVENTS
July	2014

Appleseed	Marksmanship	
and	Heritage	Events

July 5 & 6 – Aurora Sportmen’s Club, 
Waterman, IL. Dave Schur, 630-544-
1431
July 12 & 13 – DyCon USA Training 
Center, Cambridge, IL.  Chad, email 
hksig45@gmail.com
July 12 & 13 – Carmi Rifle Club, Carmi, 
IL.  Greg Harris, kyrwva@yahoo.com, 
812-431-4087.  
July 19 & 20 – ISRA Range, Bonfield, 
IL.  Chuck Stites, 217-840-1543, or 
email steck@appleseedinfo.org.  

The Waterman and Cambridge, IL loca-
tions are having an Appleseed each 
month, March through November.  For 
info about these Appleseed events you 
can go to: www.appleseedinfo.org; or 
email IL@appleseedinfo.org; or call 
618-458-7745.   

United States 
Riflemen’s	Association

July 12 – Introduction to Defensive 
Handgun, Aurora Sportsman’s Club, 
Waterman, IL.  
For more information, schedules, 
required equipment, and prerequisites 
visit the website at usrifleman.org or 
call 1-847-920-USRA(8772)

Danville	Rifle	and	Pistol	Club
Oakwood,	IL.

Steel Plate Challenge Match – 3rd Sat-
urday of each month, March through 
December (weather permitting).  Larry 
Pasquale, 217-443-2050, l.pasquale@
drpc-danville.com.  
Bullseye Shoot, 5 pm every Wednes-
day thru the last Wednesday in August.  
d.burwash@drpc-danville.com.  
Range website is www.drpc-danville.
com/

Foosland Sportsmens Club
July 5 – Bulls Eye Pistol 101, 8 am to 
11 am.  
July 11 - Friday night Trap shoot, 6 pm. 
July 16 – Bulls Eye Pistol 101, 8 am to 
11 am.  
July 25 - Friday night Trap shoot, 6 pm.   
For info: www.
fooslandsportsmen¬sclub.com, Way-
lena McCulley, waystar@
gmail.com, 217-840-0972.

Leroy Rifle and Pistol Club
Every Thursday Evening, 4pm to 9pm 
– 50 bird Trap Derby. Dick Mill¬er, 309-
962-8102 rcmillerir2001@vahoo.com 
July 6 – Black Powder Shoot, 1 pm; 
Susie Hulvey, 217-935-6804; black-
powder@leroyrifleandpistolclub.org. 

July 12 - .22 rimfire shoot,  Monte 
Mathews, 217-935-6928; rimfire@
leroyrifleandpistolclub.org. 
July 20 - Bullseye Pistol – NRA Sanc-
tioned, Dick Miller coordinator 309-962-
8102. pistol@lerpyrifleandpistolclub.
org.  
July 27 – Three Gun Competition, 8:30 
am, Steve Stewart, 309-820-1008.  
3-gun@leroyrifleandpistolclub.org.  

St.	Joseph	Sportsman’s	Club
Every Wed (5-10p) & Sat. (noon-4) – 
Trap and skeet shooting, open to the 
public. stjosephsportsmanclub@gmail.
com; or Call (217) 469-2768.  

Westville	Sportsmans	Club		
Every Wednesday: Trapshooting Prac-
tice open to the public 6-10pm.  Every 
Saturday:  Trapshooting Games open 
to the public 6-10pm.  Kitchen open 
both nights.  Rifle and Pistol Range 
open to members only during daylight 
hours.  $55.00 single/$75.00 family 
yearly memberships available.  nuthin-
butdust@yahoo.com / 217-267-2612.

Darnall’s	GunWorks	and	Ranges,	
Bloomington,	IL

Tuesday through Sunday, Trap shoot-
ing and indoor pistol range open to the 
public 9 am until closing.  
Every Tuesday and Wednesday, NRA 
First Steps pistol, 6:30 pm.  
July 6 – IDPA pistol match, outdoors.  
July 19 – SASS Cowboy Action match
July 20 – Modern Steel three gun and 
Wild Bunch match (Wild Bunch is 1911 
pistol, 1897 pump action shotgun, and 
lever action rifle)
July	24	through	July	27	–	Annual	
NRA	Youth	Camp
For information about events, call 
Darnall’s at 309-379-4331, or see www.
darnalls.com.  

MEETINGS
July	1	–	Peoria	GSL	Meeting, Peoria 
Pizza Works, 3921 N. Prospect, Peoria 
Heights, IL. Dinner and conversation, 
5:30 p.m.; Meeting 7 p.m. Steve Schn-
urbusch at steve_schnurbusch@
hotmail.com
July	3	–	GSL	South	Meeting, Effing-
ham Sportsmen’s Club, 5:30 pm social 
hour, 7 pm meeting.  Don Huskey, 217-

821-8311.  Don@AllAmericanGunSite.
com.  
July	3	–	GSL	Pontiac	Meeting, VFW, 
Pontiac, IL. Conversation and Dinner, 
6pm; Meeting 7pm. John Gahm, 815-
848-1252, jgahm@mchsi.com.  
July	7	-	Sangamon	County	Rifle	
Assn. Meeting, at 6:30 p.m. at KC Ban-
quet Hall, 2200 S. Meadowbrook Road, 
Springfield, IL.  Don Gwinn, 217-502-
2452; dongwinn@thefiringline.com.  
July	8	-	Guns	Save	Life	Meeting	Ran-
toul, 6 pm dinner, 7 pm meeting, The 
Linden, Rantoul, IL. John Boch, 217 
649-3702; templar223@comcast.net. 

Gun	Shows
July 13 – Plano Sportsman’s Show, 
Plano American Legion Post 395, 
Plano, IL.  Kirt, 815-970-3225.  
July 19 & 20 – All American Sho-Show 
Gun Show, VFW Hall, Sullivan, IL.  Don 
Huskey, 217-821-8311.  http://allameri-
can-shoshow.com/
July 20 – McHenry Co. Gun Show, 
Crystal Lake, IL.  815-385-1982.  
July 20 – Rockford Gun Show, 815-
874-7399.  
July 27 – Pine Tree Pistol Club Gun 
Show, Forest Hills Lodge, Loves Park, 
IL.  8 am to 3 pm.  www.pinetreepistol-
club.com 

Other Events of Interest
July 5 – South Suburban Police Pistol 
League, Midlothian, IL, 30 round 
Bullseye Pistol matches.  Norm Pestlin, 
708-532-4743.  
July 6 – MorMad Shooting Complex, 
DuQuoin, IL, AR 15 Shoot, call Roger, 
618-357-1358.   http://mormadlodging-
farms.com/ 
July 13 – ISRA Springfield League 
Pistol Shoot, ISRA Range, Bonfield, IL.  
Terry Kreimeier, 815-635-3198.  
July 19 – MorMad Shooting Complex, 
DuQuoin, IL, Top Shot Competition,  
Roger, 618-357-1358.   http://mormad-
lodgingfarms.com/ 
July 19 – 2014 NRA Open Outdoor 
Pistol Match, 9 am to 1 pm, Highland 
Pistol & Rifle Club, Highland, IL.  John 
LaBusier, 618-246-6648.  
July 20 – ISRA Bullseye League, ISRA 
Range, Bonfield, IL.  Jeff Battaglia, 
708-614-1628.  
July 26 – Women On Target, ISRA 
Range, Bonfield, IL.  Call ISRA Office, 
815-635-3198.  Cost:  $55.00, No FOID 
card necessary, No experience neces-
sary.
July 26 – Bullseye Pistol, Aurora 
Sportsmen’s Club, Waterman, IL.  
July 27 – ISRA Glock League, ISRA 
Range, Bonfield, IL.  Terry Kreimeier, 
815-635-3198.  
July 27 – Hand Gun Event, MorMad 
Shooting Complex, Du Quoin, IL.  
Roger, 618-357-1358.  

Committee Chairs

Range Development 
committee
Dean	Rothermel
drothermel@gunssavelife.
com   
(217) 834-3093

GunNews Distribution 
Warren	Drake	
wdrake@gunssavelife.com
217-898-9602 

GunNews Editor 
(Submit ideas, articles, 
pictures, shoot schedules, 
letters to the editor)
John Boch
217 649-3702
21 Brookshire Green
Bloomington, IL 61704
templar223@comcast.net
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Guns Save Life.com 
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(for general 
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Guns Save Life
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NO GUNS Signage
Dealing with them.
Challenging them.
Getting rid of them.

Good news!
More	signs	come	down!
In recent weeks, more signs have come 
down from major and not-so-major com-
mercial locations as store owners and 
managers are made aware of the truth 
about “NO GUNS” signs and the risks 
they pose for customers and employees 
alike - and their bottom line as gun own-
ers avoid posted businesses and take 
their money elsewhere.

What	you	can	do	to	challenge	signs	and	help	get	rid	of	them
When you notice a business posted “NO 
GUNS” the best and most important 
thing	you	can	do	is	to	avoid	doing	
business	with	them.  Money talks like 
little else.

If you are 
up for it, 
walk in and 
present the 
owner or 
manager a 
“No guns = No money” card and explain 
that their sign prohibits card-carrying good 
guys like yourself from entering their store 
and spending money there.  At the same 
time, it does nothing to prohibit the street 
criminal carrying a gun into their store.  Be 
polite - you’re representing almost two mil-
lion gun owners in your demeanor.

Even	better	than	presenting	a	card in 
person is to do your business at a nearby 
competitor then return to the posted 
business and present them a “No guns 
= No money” card AND the receipt from 

spending at a competitor.  That will speak 
louder than words.  Almost as good (and 
probably more convenient for you) would 
be to write a short, one-page letter to 
the business explaining how they lost 
your business and why you spent at their 
competitor.  Don’t forget to enclose those 
receipts!
If	their	sign	is	non-compliant, you don’t 
need to tell them.  A non-compliant sign 
does not carry the force of law and if you 

proudly point out to the business owner 
that their posting is defective, you may be 
setting up a carry licensee for a criminal 
charge at a future time if they later post an 
approved sign.  

We have noticed your sign, and will respect your wishes

BY DOING BUSINESS ELSEWHERE.

* Criminals will seek unarmed victims to attack, so the sign some thought would keep 
their customers and employees safer is in reality only increasing the risk of violence.
* Every multiple death mass public shooting rampage since the 1950s, except one, 
has occurred in a designated “No Guns” zone.
*  It’s discriminatory against law-abiding good guys, much as a “No Jews” or “No 
Blacks” signage would be improper and discriminatory against those individuals.
*  Criminals don’t obey rules, laws or signs.  Only the law-abiding, card-carrying good 
guys are required to leave their legal guns behind.
*  The signs alienate millions of law-abiding gun owners.  Why alienate potential cus-
tomers?

  FACTS ABOUT THOSE RISKY “NO GUNS” SIGNS

One	man’s	story	of	how	he	got	
a	“NO	GUNS”	sign	taken	down
by Curtis Kester
Fairbury, IL (Facebook) - So I walked into 
a local business after a friend informed me 
that there was a no concealed carry sign at 
the business.  

He gave them one of these [No Guns = No 
Money] cards and I stopped by and also 
gave them a card and explained to them 
why I will not do business there because of 
their sign.  

As I was walking out of the business, the 
owner took it down, ripped it up and threw it 
in the trash. 

One down, so many more to go.

Good guys take “NO GUNS” signs down:
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Renew or sign up for a new 
one-year membership in 
Guns Save Life (form on back 
cover), and you can sign up a 
second individual for an an-
nual membership for only $10 
more.  

They will enjoy full member-
ship privileges in Guns Save 

Life, including delivery of 
GunNews to their mailbox 
each month.  Limited time of-
fer.  Enroll now!  No limit on 
this deal.  For example:  sign 
up for a three-year member-
ship or renewal, you can sign 
up three new members for 
$10 each.

A SCREAMING GOOD DEAL:

Sign up a friend for only $10 more...

 

Join Guns Save Life
Name

Address

City                                                                     State             ZIP

Telephone	(for	urgent	alerts	only)																						E-mail

Dues:

Donations:

Is	this	a	gift	membership?  If so, from whom:

_______   $30 - Annual membership
_______   $10 - Sign up a friend bonus
            (with a regular annual membership)
_______   $90 - Three-year membership
_______ $1000 - Life Membership 
_______  $500 - Life Membership Age 65+

_______   Legal Defense Fund donation
_______   Range Acquisition Fund donation
_______   Burma-style Sign Fund donation

_______    Total Enclosed

We encourage anyone who supports civil rights, particularly the civil right of 
self-defense to join with us in our battle to retain and restore our civil rights.  

Clip	this	application	and	mail	it	along	with	your	check	to	
GunsSaveLife.com,	PO	Box	51,	Savoy,	IL	61874.			Thanks!

Do you like GunNews?

Would you like it delivered to your 
house each month?

Join the family today.  It’s just $30 
each year and that allows us to 
continue our good work, including 
publication of GunNews each month.

Membership has its privileges.

*		Discounts	at	some	gun	shops

*		Guns	save	Life	is	a	CMP-eligible	
club.  Visit thecmp.org to see how you 
can order an M1 Garand rifle for $495 
to $695.

*  GunNews mailed to your house 
each month.  No more hoping some-
one dropped them off at your favorite 
sporting goods shop or restaurant.

*		Discounts	on	products	and	ser-
vices	from	the	club	and	its	mem-
bers.  Members get it cheaper.

*		Pride	of	ownership	in	our	famous	
highway	signs.  Yes, you may call 
them “your own” when telling friends 
about them.

Join the family today.  Welcome 
home!

JOIN THE GUNS SAVE LIFE 
FAMILY TODAY.

SIGN UP HERE.

Join Guns Save Life today.
Get •	 GunNews delivered to your mailbox each month!
Stay up to date on the latest news and information about •	
gun rights in Illinois and beyond.
Learn how to better protect yourself and your family.•	
Network with like-minded, pro-gun folks.•	
Support freedom and liberty.  •	
Defend your right to defend yourself.•	

GUN LIABILITY 
INSURANCE 

for Illinois Concealed Carry license holders

Don’t Get Caught On The Wrong Side Of The Law 
Without Adequate Protection

• Civil Liability 
• Personal Liability
• Criminal Defense 
  Reimbursement

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THIS UNIQUE PRODUCT VISIT:
www.insuremygunliability.com or gunliability@spriska.com

Who Needs Gun Owners
Liability Coverage?

Gun Liability Insurance 
is designed for 

concealed carry license 
holders who want to 

protect their assets and 
their freedom.

Back through the years
From the July 2004 issue of GunNews

$50,000 SETTLEMENT
‘FANNY-PACK CARRY’ ARREST PROVES 
COSTLY LESSON FOR DUPAGE COUNTY

Wheaton, IL (Chicago Tribune) – DuPage County has settled a federal lawsuit filed by 
a man whose arrest on weapons charges two years ago became a rallying point for a 
group advocating the right to carry concealed handguns.

John Horstman, 43, of Schaumburg picked up a check for $50,000 at the DuPage 
County state’s attorney’s office Wednesday. DuPage County sheriff’s police had arrested 
Horstman on July 24, 2002, and charged him with aggravated unlawful use of a weapon 
for carrying a 9 mm handgun in a case in his backpack while bicycling along the Illinois 
Prairie Path.

DuPage County State’s Atty. Joseph Birkett dropped the charges Aug. 8, 2002, saying 
the evidence failed to warrant the allegations. Horstman, a computer systems engineer 
whose only previous brush with the law was a speeding ticket, filed suit soon after.


