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January 2014 Guns Save Life Meetings
Rantoul:  •	 Second Tuesday of month:  Tues., Jan. 14th  
The Linden, 224 Wheat Ave., Rantoul, IL 61866
Pontiac:  •	 First Tuesday of month:  Tuesday, Jan. 7th 
Pontiac VFW Post 886, 531 W. Lincoln Ave., Pontiac, Illinois 61764
Effingham:		•	 First Thurs. of the month: Thurs., Jan. 2nd 
Effingham Elk’s Club, 2102 S. Banker Street, Effingham, IL 62401
Peoria:  •	 First Thurs. of the month:  Thurs., Jan. 2nd 
Knights of Columbus, 7403 North Radnor Road, Peoria,IL 61615

Dinner, conversation, exhibits at 5:00 p.m.  Meetings at 7 p.m.
Come on out and join us. The public is encouraged to attend!  

Good food and good friends. It’s a lot of fun too!
Meeting is free and open to public.  Dinner is optional.
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CARRY INCHES 
CLOSER IN IL

(Guns Save Life) - The Illinois State 
Police continues to slowly implement 
the new Firearm Concealed Carry 
Act, passed into law last summer.  

The ISP has rolled out a new Inter-
net website, ccl4illinois.com, where 
visitors can learn more about Illinois’ 
new carry law, and how to apply for 
a license.

Unfortunately for many, with the lat-
est proposed rule-making, the Illinois 
State Police is seeking an all-elec-
tronic application.  In other words, 
if you don’t have Internet access, a 
credit card or checking account, or 
are computer challenged, you won’t 
be applying for a carry license.

Ironically, under these same pro-
posed rules, applicants will have to 
mail in paper copies of everything 
they submit electronically.  If the ISP 
wants all those documents on paper, 
then why can’t they process paper 
applications?

Even if you do have a computer and 
access, signing up isn’t guaranteed.  
A digital ID is required, and many 
users are having issues that stymie 
their attempts to apply for a digital 
ID - kind of like the experiences of 
folks trying to access Healthcare.gov 
web site..

In other news, a little over three 
dozen new employees have been 
hired by the ISP to process the ap-
plications.  The Illinois State Police 
anticipates 300,000 applicants next 
year, so each employee will need to 
process 8,333 applications, or about 
one every fifteen minutes, eight 
hours a day for the entire year, with-
out any breaks or lunch hours.  

In terms of training, there is good 
news.  The state now has over two 
thousand approved instructors.  The 
bad news is the average Janu-
ary temperature in Illinois is about 
freezing and Illinois has precious few 
indoor ranges.

Watch GunsSaveLife.com or the 
new ISP website for the concealed 
carry license application to officially 
be released in early January at the 
latest.

Our 20th Year!
This issue marks the twentieth 
year GunNews Magazine has been 
published.  

Started in 1994, it was several pag-
es mailed to a few dozen gun own-
ers in Champaign and Ford Coun-
ties.  Today, as many as 20,000 
issues are printed each month, with 
thousands mailed.  Our circulation is 
primarily in Illinois, but copies make 
it to the far reaches of the entire 
U.S.A. and even the world.

Members:		Expiration	
date	is	above	your	name
Guns Save Life members who 
receive GunNews in the mail will 
notice their membership expiration 
date above their name in the ad-
dress field in the lower left corner of 
the front page.

Renew two to three months ahead 
of time to allow for processing.

Nearly 300 people turned out to the December 2013 Guns Save Life meeting in Rantoul, 
and everyone was ready to see who won the AR-15 and the Kel-Tec PMR-30.  Olivia Logue 
was our youngest member of the audience and we put her to work drawing the winners, 
while GSL’s First Lady Wendy Boch holds the door and Dennis Reed looks on.  Turn to page 
two to see who won!

And the winner is...

Inside this issue:
SCRA’s	new	president	introduces	himself.  Page 6.
Dress for success carrying concealed.   Page 14.
A	cold	night	in	a	cedar	swamp.	 Page 18.
Say “no” to searches.  Page 23.

ISP	seeks	an	all-electronic	application	process•	
New	website	rolled	out	to	handle	applications•	
The new “Healthcare.gov”?•	



Guns Save Life’s President John Boch 
called	the	December	2013	meeting	to	or-
der and welcomed everyone present, then 
led the assembled masses in the Pledge of 
Allegiance.

Between two hundred fifty and three 
hundred people were present, and as is 
custom, we asked newcomers to introduce 
themselves.  Welcome all of you!

President’s	Report.
Fingerprints.	 John mentioned that Monica 
from Bushue Background Screening was 
in the back taking LiveScan fingerprints 
for those who have received the neces-
sary training for an Illinois concealed carry 
license, as a convenience for those present.

It’s worth noting that some county sheriffs in 
the area are going to be offering LiveScan 
fingerprinting for a nominal fee over the 
$31.50 state-imposed fee for processing 
the fingerprints.  Livingston County (Pon-
tiac) will be offering it as a free service for 
veterans and retired law enforcement and 
corrections, among others, and $10 for 
everyone else during limited hours.  Cham-
paign County Sheriff’s Department is also 
working on the same, and details are to be 
determined.

Asked if fingerprints were going to be 
required or if hard-card “ink” prints would 
be accepted, Boch said he wasn’t sure.  
“There’s conflicting information out there, 
depending on who at the Illinois State Po-
lice you talk with,” he said.  “We’re not sure, 
but believe that prints will likely be required 
and hard-card prints might or might not be 
okay.” 

Our old “friends” at 
the Wounded Warrior 
Project, Mr. Boch related, 
are suing a small, all-
volunteer veterans group 
in Indiana.  Help	Indiana	
Vets called out WWP for 
giving barely $5.5 million 
in grants on nearly $150 
million in income in 2011, 
calling it a fraud.

Wounded Warriors, of 
course, is the group that 
early this year made 
headlines in the gun 
owner community by 
refusing to associate with 
gun owners and gun-
related organizations and 
events.  Later investiga-
tion found that they spent 
over $21 million on sala-
ries in 2011, according to 
their tax forms - and gave 
barely $5.5 million away in 
grants.  

One of our members 
stood up and let folks 
know that most local 
American	Legions and 
Veterans of Foreign 
Wars	posts do a lot to 

help veterans in need at the local level - 
with little or no expenses.

And speaking of veterans, one of our 
remarkable members, David Martin, was 
singled out by a local TV station the previ-
ous week for his work raising money for 
veterans in need.  Martin won the “Paying it 
Forward” award from WICD, as they recog-
nized the amazing work he’s done, despite 
his own personal disabilities, to help veter-
ans recovering, homeless or disabled.  It all 
started in 2005, with Martin raising $100.  
This year, with the help of friends and a lo-
cal bike club, he raised over $10,000.  

Mr. Martin came up in his motorized scooter 
and said a few words, thanking those who 
have helped him raising the money and for 
thanking us for recognizing him.  

Gregg Phillips was assisted by Lois Morton, 
left and Wendy Boch, right in counting 
the monies raised for David Martin at the 
December 2014 Guns Save Life meeting in 
Rantoul.

Gregg	Phillips, another member, rose and 
asked if we could pass the hat for Mr. Mar-

WE GIVE AWAY GUNS!

John Olden won the Taurus 4” revolver donated from the 
Paul Vallandigham estate to GSL by Paul’s twin brother 
Peter.  Becky Pike won the Great Guns V AR-15 (the pic-
tured gun is a stand-in and not the actual Rock River Entry 
Tactical with Dominator II sight mount).  GSL President John 
Boch stands in for William Smith from Petersburg, IL.  Mr. 
Smith didn’t include his phone number on his mailed-in ticket 
request so we’re notifying him via US Mail.  If you see him, 
tell him congratulations!
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Burma-style	highway	sign	count:		
30 sets, 12 counties, two states.  
500,000+ sightings per day, 182+ million per year

GUNS SAVE LIFE.com

Guns Save Life | Rantoul

An employee of Bushue Human Resources records “LiveScan” fingerprints for GSL 
member Lyle Baylor ahead of the meeting.  The LiveScan prints will expedite the Illinois 
concealed carry applications when they are submitted in January - and indeed may be 
required by the Illinois State Police.  We liked his ink too. Bushue will be back next month 
if you want a convenient time and place to get printed.  $50 cash or $52 with credit card.

Joe Tharp delivered a fantastic, motivation-
al presentation on the importance of staying 
engaged as Illinois gun owners now that 
right-to-carry has finally come to our state.

“Please continue your strong support for 
Guns Save Life and the NRA,” Tharp thun-
dered as he concluded his remarks.

Let	the	drawing	commence!
Olivia Logue draws for the winner of the 
Ontario knife given away at the December 
meeting, Jim & Jeannie Parton.  She also 
later drew the Great Guns V winners and 
the monthly gun drawing winner.

tin’s veterans fundraising efforts.  He did 
so, and a few minutes later, Mr. Boch called 
him up and presented him with a bundle of 
$360 cash to give to Mr. Martin, giving him 
an early start to his 2014 fund drive for vet-
erans.  (Actually, it was $358, but that’s not 
a famous caliber so we threw in two more 
dollars to make it a more even $360).

New York City is mailing letters to registered 
gun owners demanding guns that will hold 
more than five rounds be surrendered or 
moved out of the city.  “Registration leads to 
confiscation!” John noted.

“You probably didn’t read this in the New 
York Times,” Boch prefaced the story of 
guns increasing by 50% in America since 
1984 while firearm-related homicides had 
declined by over 50% in the same time 
frame.  Pure coincidence, right?

The Illinois State Police has hired over 300 
new civilian employees in recent weeks 
(and 39 are going to be detailed) to process 
the concealed carry applications.  These 
individuals are in training right now and 
it’s rumored the application will be quietly 
released a few days ahead of the January 
5th deadline.

GunsSaveLife.com, the website, has had 
just shy of two	million	unique	visitors so 
far this year, and Boch projected we would 
hit that milestone the weekend after the 
meeting.  Not bad for a small, all-volunteer 
organization in the middle of fly-over coun-
try.

In the way of announcements, Tony Martin 
will be holding an NRA Basic Pistol 
instructor	training/certification	class on 
December 27 & 28th in Champaign.  For 
more information, visit the NRA’s training 
website.

Also addressing the audience was Karin 
Fish, on behalf of Livia Hubert, a young 
girl with a terminal genetic condition.  The 
family is doing a gun raffle to raise money 
to help offset some of the medical bills 
incurred with the little girls’ treatment.  For 
more information, you can visit the web site 
they’ve set up at LivLife.us.  Zach Mohr is 



Rantoul Meeting.
Main speaker
Ron Scudder:  Habitat for wildlife 
and a free-wheeling discussion.  He 
also worked at the Indy 1500 checking 
engines to make sure they were within 
specs.

Guest	speaker:	 Champaign County 
Sheriff Dan Walsh on Illinois’ new CCW 
law.

Tech	time:	 TBA.

The Gun:  SCCY 9mm pistol.

Pontiac Meeting.
Main speaker 
David Pike: David Pike will discuss how 
to build your own AR-15 at home, from 
scratch, without any government paper 
trail.

Tech	time:  David Pike will bring some of 
his creations.

The Gun:  Pump shotgun.

Effingham Meeting.
Main speaker
Concealed Carry Insurance.  We’ll dis-
cuss the upside to carrying “concealed 
carry” insurance to protect you from legal 
costs involved with using deadly force in 
self-defense.

Tech	time:	 TBA.

The gun:  S&W Bodyguard 380.

 
Peoria Meeting.

Main	speaker:	  Attorney Steve Davis on 
legal history of the Second Amendment.

Tech	Time.	 Shotgun reloading tech-
niques

Gun:  Stevens 320 Security 12 gauge
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Next month’s line-up
coordination the gun draw and described 
the guns they are giving away.  First prize is 
a Del ton AR-15, a Primary Weapons Sum-
mit T3 .22, a Ruger .270 rifle and a Taurus 
.380 with pink furniture for the ladies.

Tickets were available in the back of the 
room.

Special Guest Speaker
Joe Tharp
Keeping	your	rights
Retired police officer and GSL member Joe 
Tharp addressed the audience about the 
importance of not becoming complacent 
now that we are finally getting right-to-carry.

He acknowledged that a lot of folks don’t 
like politics, but he said politics are “the en-
gine of the bus that will run you over” if you 
don’t participate in the political process.

Most folks, he observed, aren’t paying 
attention to politics and that’s a recipe for 
tyranny.  

“Most people can tell you more about some 
pop star degenerate than they can about 
the people elected to govern them,” Tharp 
commented.  He went on to say that things 
are so twisted by this administration that 
supporting the Constitution and the Bill of 
Rights is enough to put you on the radar at 
the Department of Homeland Security.  

He implored our members to be active in 
the gun rights fight in government and to 
get more educated and informed people 
to vote.  “Imagine what could happen if 
instead of the usual 20-30% turnout, we got 
80% voter turnout in Central and Southern 
Illinois?  Look at Chicago, sometimes they 
experience voter turn out over 100%!”  The 
audience laughed heartily.

Joe concluded his heartfelt comments by 
urging everyone to “continue your strong 
support for Guns Save Life and the NRA” 
and to fight apathy.

 
Main Speaker
“Holsters”
Frank Wright, John Boch and 
Jim Brown.
With concealed carry right around the 
corner, we talked holsters at the meeting, 
talking pros and cons of various models.

A couple not recommended were cheap 
ones that collapse upon themselves when 
you draw the gun, leaving many gun own-
ers either muzzle sweeping their fingers 
as they try to re-holster, or worse yet, they 
try to pry the holster open with the muzzle, 
pointing their gun at themselves.

Another risky type is the Blackhawk Serpa 
holsters.  These “retention” holsters release 
their hold on the gun with an index-finger 
actuated button.  The problem is when 
people have some pressure applied to 
them, they can press the button with the tip 
of their finger and that inward pressure will 
continue as they draw, leaving the finger 
on the bang-switch as the gun clears the 
holster.  Google “I just shot myself Youtube” 
and you can see video of how this happens.

Safariland has a new retention holster that’s 
quite affordable.  It’s activated by using 
your  thumb instead of the trigger finger.  If 
a retention rig is your wish, see Safariland’s 
safer retention product.

We covered at lot of the material in the 
“Dressing for Success” article on page 14.

Frank Wright urged folks to train with what 
they are going to carry.  “And if you have a 
snap, snap it every time!  Don’t train your-
self to fail,” Wright advised, explaining that 
he’d seen cops trying to draw their guns 
without unsnapping them because that’s 

Guns Save Life is proud to announce our new 
“Life Membership” for those who wish to show 
an exemplary level of support towards Guns 
Save Life and our mission defending your right 
to defend yourself.

The new “Life Membership” is available for 
$1000, and for those aged 65 and over, it’s 
available at half-price, $500.

Be among the second ten individuals to step up 
and help us defend your right to defend yourself 
with a life membership to Guns Save Life.  

To sign up for this new Life Membership option, 
fill out the form on the back page of this issue of 
GunNews and send it in today.

NEW!

Guns Save Life’s 
LIFE MEMBERSHIP!

We defend your right 
to defend yourself.

how they “trained”.

Wright also urged folks to find a system 
they like and stick with it.  “Don’t carry a dif-
ferent gun every day.”

Mr. Wright touted the upside to holsters that 
are easy to put on and take off, facilitating 
the ability to “unholster” from your belt when 
required by Illinois’ new carry law, minimiz-
ing the risk of a negligent discharge.

Boch showed off a concealed carry purse 
and briefcase, both offering discrete access 
to the gun in a center compartment.  There 
was also a “Sneaky Pete” holster, fanny 
packs, and more.

Jim Brown came up and showed off his 
shoulder rig and a bunch of inside the 
waistband leather holsters.
 
Brown acknowledged that he likes to carry 
big guns and some of his favorite rigs are 
“tuckable” in that they are built to allow a 
shirt to be tucked in between the holster 
and the belt - inside the waistband, allowing 
for good concealment, especially if you’re 
only wearing a t-shirt in the summer and 
you don’t want to go “untucked”.

Tech Time
DIY AR-15 receivers
David Pike
Dr. David Pike has the bug.  He likes to 
build his own AR-15 receivers at home, 
which keeps them off the government’s list 
of guns.

How do you do it?  Start with an “80%” 
receiver, which is a nearly finished receiver 
that isn’t yet a gun per BATF rules.  By do-
ing some machining work you can finish it 
into a working receiver.

The tools needed don’t have to be fancy.  
Pike uses a drill press he bought at Big 
Lots.  The big time saver for him is the jig 
used to hold the 80% unit and the related 
guides for where to drill out the extra metal.

He showed a number of samples of guns 
he’s completed and he’s looking forward to 
helping his sons make their own as well.  

He answered a number of questions from 
the audience.

John Boch, left, and Frank Wright stand 
behind a big pile of holsters, mag pouches, 
belts and CCW gear, explaining the pros 
and cons of commonly available holster 
rigs.
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GSL, Inc. Board Meeting
November 26, 2013
1776 Independence Ave
Urbana, IL  61801

Attendees:  Larry Shurbet, 
treasurer; Tammy Williams, 
secretary; Kent Metzger,  
Don Janes, Effingham; 
Dave Pike, Lou McClel-
lan, Dean Rothermel, John 
Gahm, Pontiac, Mary Jones, 
Pontiac,  Roger Dorsett, 
Bob Holland, Dan Sadler.

Meeting called to order at 
6:02 p.m. with David Pike 
presiding over the meeting.  

Motion was made by Larry 
Shurbet/J Gahm to accept 
the minutes.  Motion carried 
unanimous. 

Tammy passed out the 
new colored tickets for the 
drawings.  Rantoul is yellow, 
Pontiac is blue, Effingham is 
green and Peoria is gray.

The board discussed meet-
ing after-actions from the 
various cities.  

The Mattoon one-time meet-
ing was a big success and 
the free meeting location 
was a bonus for GSL.  

Jim Butler SCRA has retired 
and John B. would like to 
honor him.  John Gahm 
made a motion to purchase 

a plaque for $100 or less 
for Jim Butler.  Larry S. 
seconded.   Motion carried 
unanimous .  David Pike will 
get the plaque and speak to 
John B for the wording.  

Old Business:
Jim Henry will call our lead 
for an attorney.

Looking into Hundman Lum-
ber which is now Fluid Event 
Center for a new meeting 
location.

Need to have meeting with 
Wyatt, Larry will contact Wy-
att to get something going.

DBA needs to be done by 
John B due to the presi-
dent’s signature.

New Business:
Warren Drake - Gun News 
being put in other compa-
nies’ racks.  Tammy men-
tioned that we should look 
into getting our own racks.  
Dean Rothermel said he has 
some stands that he will try 
to find to donate.

Larry needs reports on 
all advertisers and phone 
numbers - we have a lot of 
advertisers not paying.  

We need to find volunteers 
to take minutes at the meet-
ings for the GunNews.

David Pike - new member-
ships down and we need a 
new goal that GSL to work 
toward.

John Gahm was told not 
to buy door prizes - can he 
buy something’s because 
they have not had anything 
in a while.  Tammy made a 
motion for satellites to be 
able to purchase items up to 
$100.00 just for the month 
of December.  Kent Metzger 
seconded passed unani-
mously.

Discussed having a mem-
bers’-only drawing.

Larry Shurbet’s gave the 
Treasurers report.

Dean Rothermel made a 
motion to adjourn at 7:20 
p.m., Kent Metzger sec-
onded, motion carries unani-
mously.

Guns Save Life Board of Directors Meeting Minutes

Why are anti-gun activists so violent?
Latest	would-be	glory	killer	was	anti-gun	Socialist
Littleton, CO (GunsSaveLife) - Why are 
anti-gun activists so violent?  

The latest degenerate looking for a new 
high score in the school massacre “game” 
was an 18-year-old “highly opinionated So-
cialist” according to one of his classmates.  
The Denver Post scrubbed the mention of 
Socialist from their article almost immedi-
ately, but left the following:

[Scumbag’s name redacted] also appears 
to mock Republicans on another Face-
book post, writing “you republicans are 
so cute” and posting an image that reads: 
“The Republican Party: Health Care: Let 
‘em Die, Climate Change: Let ‘em Die, 
Gun Violence: Let ‘em Die, Women’s 
Rights: Let ‘em Die, More War: Let ‘em 
Die. Is this really the side you want to be 
on?”

Carl Schmidt and Brendon Mendelson, 
both seniors at Arapahoe High, knew 
[Scumbag’s name redacted]. They said 
he had political views that were “outside 
the mainstream,” but they did not elabo-
rate.

So, he was a gun-hating Socialist who was 
also an aggressive bully to his unarmed 
classmates and teachers, but when armed 
good guys were just around the corner, he 
offed himself instead fighting a fair fight.

Do we want to continue to designate our 
schools as “unarmed victim zones” so 
degenerates like this one can play out their 
sick fantasies of killing innocents without 
meaningful resistance?

Denver Post photo.



BLACKDOG GUNWORKS
Custom 1911/2011 pistols

Special Order Firearms
FFL Transfer Service

Firearm Training
CCW / NRA / USPSA

217 259-9770  Gays, IL
sales @blackdoggunworks.com
www.blackdoggunworks.com
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Guns Save Life | Effingham
The December Effingham meeting 
was called to order by the elder 
Don Janes, who led the audience 
in the Pledge of Allegiance and in 
welcoming the first-time attend-
ees, who rose and introduced 
themselves.  Welcome all.

He started the business of the 
meeting off by recognizing Don 
Huskey’s hard work in organizing 
the Effingham GSL meeting loca-
tion and asked for volunteers to 
help nurture the meeting.

Mr. Janes announced that Mr. 
Huskey is handing the reins over 
after serving a year as the Ef-
fingham regional coordinator for 
Guns Save Life and we’re looking 
for folks to take his place.  Actu-
ally, Mr. Huskey was so prolific in 
the work he did, we need at least 
two or three hard-chargers to help 
spread the load out and help the 
“GSL South” meetings grow and 
prosper.  

Kent Metzger also rose and 
thanked Huskey for his good work 
and repeated the plea of sorts for 
assistance.  The Janes duo are 
going to be unavailable for some 
of the upcoming meetings, and 
aside from Don Huskey, they have 
been doing a good deal of set up 
and ticket sales.

After Metzer spoke, he introduced 
GSL’s President John Boch.  

“Happy Birthday!” Boch began, 
noting that it was exactly a year 
ago tonight that GunsSaveLife 
had its first meeting in Effingham 
to an audience of nearly seventy 
people.  On this night, the at-
tendance was down around forty 
or so, but then again, their was 
a snow and ice storm predicted 
which undoubtedly kept some 
folks away.

Boch hit upon his President’s 
Notes, giving an update on the 
implementation of Illinois’ new 
carry law.  Prints are likely to be 
required, he said, and Bushue 
Background Investigations was off 
in the corner offering LiveScan fin-
gerprints and photos for $50 cash 
($52 credit).  Those folks who 
had already gotten the necessary 
training and who wanted to get 
printed could do so, and the prints 
would be filed with the State of 
Illinois whenever applications were 
released in January.

Kent Metzer talked for a while on 
some of the competitive shooting 
events going on around the Effing-
ham area and encouraged folks to 
get their Illinois CCW training, and 
then go out and practice - and one 
way to do that is to go have fun at 
some of these competitive events.

Boch returned to give his main 
presentation on how we are win-
ning the culture war about guns.  

He explained how he loves to 
teach.  Boch teaches for GSL 
Defense Training, and volunteers 
to teach with Appleseed, the U.S. 
Rifleman’s Association, and Live 
Free USA.  Teaching both kids 
and adults, he sees a lot of shoot-
ers every year.  Boch teaches to 
see the smiles and excitement in 
new shooters.  “Each one of those 
people is someone who had little 
or no shooting experience before, 
but who is now an educated gun 

owner, immune from anti-gun 
hysteria,” Boch said.  “And these 
people don’t typically vote stupid!”

He gave an example of a school 
principal he had in one of his 
classes because her husband 
bribed her with a Hawaiian vaca-
tion.  She hated guns, was viscer-
ally afraid of them and wanted 
nothing to do with them.

She spent the better part of an af-
ternoon crying after firing the first 

couple of shots and Boch recalled 
that he thought they lost her.

Months later, her husband told 
Boch that she now let him move 
his guns back into the home, and 
had gone out and bought her own 
revolver from Gander Mountain 
- one that fit her hand.  She had 
also recruited a couple of very 
anti-gun co-worker teachers to join 
her in a “Women on Target” class 
at Chillecothe’s gun club.

“What I thought was a loss was 
really a win of epic proportions,” 
Boch proudly related.

National polling data is also show-
ing that record numbers of Ameri-
cans oppose banning handguns.  
Support for gun control, despite 
people like Soros and Bloomberg 
spending tens of millions of dollars 
and a sympathetic media, is low 
throughout most of America.

“You can help!” Boch concluded.  
“Take new shooters out and edu-
cate them on the safe and effec-
tive use of guns.  Everyone you do 
this with is one less person who 
can be influenced by a fear of the 
unknown when it comes to guns.”

We drew for door prizes and then 
for the gun.   Valerie Light won the 
gun.  Congratulations to her.

Valerie Light won the Ruger 10/22 tactical rifle, courtesy of Kent Metzger 
of Whitley Creek Outfitters.

Cash $$$ for Gold & Silver
Coins, Bullion, Rings, Bracelets, 
Chains, Earrings, Dental Gold, 

Sterling Silverware, 
Old Wrist & Pocket Watches

(any condition)

We Can Pay More BecauseWe Have No Store

Hughes’
Larry 217 474-0641  |  Gene 217 418-9414

8:00AM - 9PM any day
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Sangamon	County	
Rifle	Association

www.sangamoncorifleassociation.org

Don Gwinn, Chairman  
dongwinn@thefiringline.com

(217) 502-2452

Regular monthly meetings take 
place the first Monday of each 

month at	6:30	p.m.

NEW MEETING LOCATION!
Supreme	Buffet
2309 S. MacArthur Blvd.

Springfield, Illinois  

The next meeting of the Sangamon 
County Rifle Association will be on 

Monday, January 6th
Come out and join us!  The public is 

encouraged to attend.  It’s fun.

SANGAMON CO. RIFLE ASSOCIATION
“Right Reason on Second Amendment Rights”

DON GWINN:  What am I supposed to do with this torch?

SIDDENS 
Indoor	Range	and	Gunshop	

10775 Buckhart Rd., Rochester, IL 
Phone 217-498-6988 

Concealed Carry classes, One on One Instruction.  
Buy,	Sell,	Trade,	Special	Orders.		 

Call – we’ll give you directions.  
Gun	Rental,	FOID	applications,	Ammo.	 

by Don Gwinn
It was bound to happen someday, folks, and 
the day has come: Jim Butler has realized 
after 20 years of serving as president of 
Sangamon County Rifle Association that the 
president has the power to decide not to be 
president anymore.  

All he needed was a replacement who would 
be too honored to say “no” and yet arrogant 
enough to think, “yeah, I could do that.”  

Well, he found me, and Jim chaired his final 
meeting last month.  He handed me a gavel 
and a box of presidential supplies and wished 
me luck.  I chaired December’s meeting while 
Jim looked on benignly and resisted the urge 
to correct my mistakes, and here we are.

My name, by the way, is Don Gwinn, and I’ll 
be serving as your new SCRA president.  I’ve 
been a member of SCRA for a few years now, 
and I also serve on the board for Illinois Carry 
and wrangle volunteers for Illinois Gun Owner 
Lobbying Day.  If you’ve volunteered (or been 
volunteered) to help with IGOLD in Spring-
field, you’ve probably met me (and if you 
haven’t, would you be interested?  We should 
talk.  Watch this space.)

As SCRA takes on a new president after 20 
years, things are changing fast for Sangamon 
County’s gun owners.  

Shall-issue right-to-carry is coming to Illinois, 
and Springfield-area businesses, schools, and 
police departments are scrambling to figure 
out responses ranging from panicked rule-
making to shrugs.  Ranges and training op-
erations are growing in number and visibility, 
and new shooters are apparently everywhere. 

Still, there are some things we’ll work to keep 

the same at SCRA.  Our meetings, held on 
the first Monday evening every month, will 
remain free and open to all.  The company will 
still be good, we’ll still laugh, and the conver-
sation will remain free-wheeling and open.  

We’re going to work to maintain and strength-
en our very special relationship with Gun-
sSaveLife, our sister organization that we’ve 
worked closely with for over a decade now.

But there are changes coming, too.

New leaders will be stepping forward over the 
coming months as the people who’ve given 
their time and effort for years get a chance to 
relax and enjoy the ride.  

We’ll be focusing first on strengthening the 
organization, with the hard work shared 
among more volunteers to deal with fatigue 
and scheduling conflicts.  

That accomplished, we’ll also be reaching out 
more widely, using Guns Save Life’s monthly 
periodical GunNews, as well as the internet 
and social media to get the word out.   We’ll 
also work on meeting face-to-face with people 
outside the gun-rights movement, such as lo-
cal business owners and educators.   

Finally, we’ll be looking for opportunities to get 
SCRA members together outside of meetings 
to have fun together and maybe serve the 
community from time to time. 

If you have questions for me or questions 
about the SCRA, my phone number and email 
are listed right here in the GunNews every 
month.  Just be careful; if you have a sugges-
tion, and it’s a good one, you might end up in 
charge of getting it done!

SCRA President Don Gwinn.

3	reasons	to	try	competition	shooting
by Caleb Gittings
(GunNuts Media) - I get asked this question a lot from new shooters, and it’s something that’s 
actually worth addressing. There are a ton of legitimate reasons to get into competition shoot-
ing, and we’ll start with my favorite.

1. It’s fun.  Seriously, this is the best reason I can think of to get into competition shooting. 
Now, here’s the thing – some sports may not be your speed. You may not find Bianchi as fun 
as I do, or you might prefer IDPA’s shorter courses to USPSA, but once you find one that you 
enjoy, keep doing it. Nevermind what jerks on the internet (myself included) say about which 
sport is better. Find one or two or three that you like, and go shoot and have fun. Seriously, 
competing in the shooting sports means you get to do stuff with a gun that someone who goes 
to the range once a month and shoots Teacup Hollywood Weaver for an hour at a B27.

2. You can actually learn stuff.  Gunhandling skills! The average C-class competition shooter 
or IDPA Sharpshooter probably has better manipulation skills than 95% of “casual” gun owners. 
You get the repetitions and practice on reloads and gun handling through regular competition 
that you’d have to pay a ton of money to get via traditional training.

3.	You	get	to	meet	some	cool	people	and	go	interesting	places.	 Thanks to competition 
shooting, I’ve had the chance to make friends that I never would have otherwise. I’ve also got-
ten to go some cool places (and lots of regular places as well). If you’re even halfway social, 
competition shooting is a great way to make friends that are guaranteed to share at least one 
similar interest with you: the shooting sports.

There you have it, three simple and straightforward reasons you should try competition shoot-
ing. Pick a sport: IDPA, USPSA, 3-Gun, Bianchi Cup, Steel Challenge, learn the rules, get the 
right gear, and go play. Remember rule 1 though: try and have a little bit of fun.



Sangamon County Rifle Association
General Members meeting:  Dec. 2, 2013
Although Betty Richardson was unable to 
attend the December meeting, she and her 
brother Jim Butler were honored with gifts 
and tributes from the members, including a 
commemorative clock and framed certifi-
cates of gratitude for a job well done.  

Jim mentioned that the December 2013 
meeting marked almost exactly 20 years 
from his first days as President; that means 
that Jim started out with the SCRA around 
the time that Governor Jim Edgar vetoed 
the first shall-issue license-to-carry legisla-
tion in Illinois, and is retiring just as the new 
shall-issue bill is implemented.  

That’s quite a set of bookends! 

As the meeting continued, it became clear 
that finding members willing to step up and 
take over leadership positions will be impor-
tant in 2014.  

Don Gwinn will take over as President, at 
least temporarily, but that leaves positions 
like Vice President, Secretary, and chairs 
of important efforts like gun-show tabling 
and distribution of GunNews open for help.  
The priority will be to replace those who are 
stepping down, but the goal will be to have 
at least two people cooperating in most of 
these roles in the future.  That should help 
SCRA run smoothly even when individuals 

need some time off or have emergencies in 
their personal lives.  

Members began volunteering immediately, 
with offers from a prospective Treasurer 
and people interested in helping with gun 
shows and GunNews before the meeting 
had even ended.

In other ways, December’s meeting was 
typical.  Member Josh Witkowski brought in 
his AMT Hardballer (and his copies of the 
video game Hitman, which he credits for his 
interest in the pistol) along with some fasci-
nating historical information on AMT. 

The AMT Hardballer 

The Hardballer is credited as the first stain-
less steel 1911-pattern pistol, according to 
Witkowski, and its name does double duty 
as a warning: it’s designed to feed 230 
grain .45 “ball” ammunition, but not much 
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else.  

Manufactured under a series of company 
names between 1975 and 1995, Witkowski 
says, the pistol has a reputation for “hit-or-
miss” reliability.  Witkowski’s personal ex-
ample, though, must have been built on one 
of the “hit” days; with upgraded springs and 
careful lubrication, his Hardballer shows no 
sign of the galling common to older stain-
less designs and feeds “everything.”  

Witkowski even intends to carry his per-
sonal example, though he won’t go as far 
as vouching for any others Hardballers out 
there!

New business at December’s meeting 
included a proposal to print “No Guns, No 
Money” cards for SCRA members to hand 
out to local merchants who prohibit con-
cealed carry, a proposal to form a commu-
nity outreach committee to offer education 
and information to local businesses and 
colleges regarding carry on their property.

There was also just a smidgen of schaden-
freude at the expense of state Senator Evie 
Hudak of Colorado, who was forced to step 
down in November rather than face near-
certain defeat in a recall election.  

It can’t be all business all the time, folks.  

The evening concluded with a fast and 
furious drawing for a table full of door prizes 
ranging from wine and candles to books to 
once-fired brass and gun oil, made possible 
by generous donors like Joel Gain, Oglesby 
& Oglesby Gunmakers, and Siddens Indoor 
Range, among others.  

As the drawing drew to a close, SCRA 
member and shooting instructor Brent Har-
ney asked to add a free Illinois concealed 
carry class to the prize list.  The last prize 
awarded, it happened to go to a young lady 
who had never been to an SCRA meeting 
before; in fact, she told the group, she has 
never fired a gun in her life.  Chances are 
she’ll learn a lot in a hurry when she spends 
two days in class with Harney!

If you’re in Springfield on January 6th, be 
sure to drop in on us at 6:30 PM at the 
Supreme Buffet Hibachi Grill on Macarthur 
Boulevard.  We’ll have a seat for you.

[We apologize for not having any photos 
from the meeting.  We’re still working the 
kinks out of having new volunteers to help 
us with meeting notes and taking photos.  If 
you would like to help Don and the rest of 
the SCRA folks and take notes and photos 
for the meeting, please contact SCRA 
President Don Gwinn.  Thank you!]

Now teaching 
Illinois Concealed Carry

Training at multiple locations!
Call or see our web site for details 
and course registration materials.

Illinois-approved Concealed Carry classes | NRA Basic Pistol | Florida Non-Resident Conceal & Carry  
We Do Private Classes for Groups or Individuals.  Call for Details!

Your Certified Training Professionals!
Call us at 217 960-3070.

www.SafetysOn.com

January 18th, 2014 - NRA Basic Pistol Course 
(Part 1 of Illinois Conceal and Carry)

January 19th, 2014 - Illinois Conceal and Carry 
(Part 2 of Illinois Conceal and Carry) 

January 25th, 2014 - NRA Basic Pistol Course 
(Part 1 of Illinois Conceal and Carry) - ALL FEMALE CLASS
January 26th, 2014 - Illinois Conceal and Carry 
(Part 2 of Illinois Conceal and Carry)  - ALL FEMALE CLASS

Tuition:  $150 for Basic Pistol, $125 for IL C and C, or $250 for both



(Chicago Now) - Firearm deer hunters in Il-
linois took a preliminary total of 74,191 deer 
during the seven-day firearm deer season 
on Nov. 22-24 and Dec. 5-8, the Illinois 
Department of Natural Resources (IDNR) 
announced today.  This year’s preliminary 
firearm season harvest total compares 
with the 99,546 deer taken during the 2012 
firearm season.

The preliminary second-season (Dec. 5-8) 
harvest total was 18,483, compared with 
the 27,213 deer taken by hunters during 
the second segment of the season last 
year. This year’s preliminary first-season 
(Nov. 22-24) deer harvest was 55,708, 
compared with a first-season harvest of 
72,111 in 2012.  The preliminary harvest 
totals include deer taken in all counties in 
which firearm deer hunting is permitted, as 
well as at Chain O’Lakes State Park in Lake 
County.

During the second segment of the firearm 
season (Dec. 5-8), opening day saw falling 
temperatures and gusty winds throughout 
the state, and southern Illinois saw rain/
freezing rain turning to snow that continued 
through Friday with substantial accumu-
lations.  Frigid temperatures persisted 
Friday and Saturday, with single-digit lows 
throughout the state on Saturday and highs 
that reached 20 degrees only in the south.  
Temperatures increased slightly on Sunday, 
with snow falling through much of the day in 
northern Illinois.  Windy conditions prevailed 
throughout much of the season.

“Clearly this year’s preliminary firearm har-
vest numbers are below previous seasons, 
and while bad weather conditions through-
out the state played a role, it cannot be 
the only factor.  Once all deer seasons are 
complete, our biologists will evaluate deer 
management goals on a county by county 
basis to achieve stability in our deer herd,” 
said IDNR Director Marc Miller.

Nightshoot
Handgun Low-Light 

Shooting Fundamentals
Saturday, March 8, 2014

at the DeWitt County Sportsmen’s Club
Six miles East of Clinton, IL city limit on Route 10

From 1:00pm - 9:00pm

A majority of deadly force encounters take place in low-light conditions.  
Have you trained and practiced your low-light shooting skills? 

Registration is limited.  Enroll today.
Tuition (tentatively):  $100.

DeWitt Co. Sportsmen’s Club members:  $50.
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ILLINOIS ccw INSTRUCTORS:  
BRING YOUR CLASSES TO OUR INDOOR RANGE!

Capitol City Arms Supply and Indoor Shooting Range
4885 Industrial Drive ~ Springfield, Illinois 62703

217-622-9134

Aaron Turner, of  CCAS and Indoor 
Shooting Range, invites Illinois-ap-
proved CCW Instructors to consider 
Capitol City Arms Supply and In-
door Shooting Range for training of  
new shooters for Illinois Concealed 
Carry (both Basic and CCW).  We 
have an indoor eight lane handgun 
range for shooting up to 25 yards, 
and a four lane 50 yard indoor rifle 
range available.

CCW Instructors can contact Aaron 
at 217-622-9134 for further infor-
mation and scheduling shooter 
training.  We have two class rooms 
available for training in addition to 
the indoor range, so everyone stay 
warm this winter while you train 
and learn for CCW.

Instructors:
Ed Adcock, of I.S.C.A.P.E.
Todd Mendenhall of I.S.C.A.P.E.
John Boch of GSL Defense Training
And others...

Pre-requisite
Prior training is required to attend this 
class.  When registering, please include 
a copy of your Illinois Concealed Carry 
training certificate, or NRA Basic Pistol 
or Personal Protection course comple-
tion certificate.  150 rounds of ammo 
required.

Brought to you by I.S.C.A.P.E.
Intelligent, Safe, Confident, Adaptable Pistol Education.

For questions, or to register, call Ed Adcock at 217 519-4145 
or e-mail him at edgirls4@frontier.com.

Kyle Stefanich dropped this buck on the 
opening day of the 2013 Illinois Firearm 
Deer Season.

Photo via Chicago Now.

Firearm	deer	season	numbers	down	sharply
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GSL in Peoria!
The December 5, 2013 Peoria Guns Save 
Life meeting was opened by Steve Schn-
urbusch.  After the Pledge of Allegiance, 
Steve recognized veterans and first time 
attendees, welcoming them all.  We had 
several first time attendees, some brought 
by friends while others saw the meeting 
mentioned GunNews and a couple came 
referred from GSL Defense Training fire-
arm safety training classes.  

The President’s Notes were covered by 
Steve Schnurbusch.  There was some 
discussion about the fingerprints and 
whether they were really going to be 
required for Illinois CCW applications and 
in what form.  

Also mentioned were unethical trainers.  
Boch’s notes noted there are still a few 
unethical ones out there, including those 
who try to teach NRA classes “online”.  
We, as Guns Save Life, will work to get 
credentials pulled and potentially criminal 
charges filed against unethical trainers.

Main Speaker
Sheriff Scott Bentzinger
Hancock County Sheriff
George Irick introduced Hancock County 
Sheriff Scott Bentzinger, who gave the 
audience his thoughts on the new con-
cealed carry law from the law enforcement 
perspective.  

He made the point that a whole lot of 
people in his county own firearms and 
have not used them to commit crimes.  
Now, he explained, “the good people who 
follow the law can now follow the law and 
carry guns to protect themselves and their 
families!”

The sheriff believes good guys with legally 
concealed guns essentially gives him 
more people on his team, and that’s a 
good thing as far as he’s concerned.  

Bentzinger felt that places where people 
had to leave their guns in their cars may 
lead to a rise in vehicular break-ins.  

His advice if you were stopped by police 
for speeding or other traffic offense, keep 
your hand on the wheel in plain sight and 
tell the officer you have a concealed carry 
permit and that you are carrying.  “Tell 
them where it is at.  Do not show them,” 
the sheriff said, adding that it might be a 
good idea not to put your gun in the same 
location as your car registration.

If you are a back seat passenger in a 
stopped car and you have no interaction 
with officer, you do not need to speak up.  
But, if asked to get out of the car, it’s prob-
ably a good idea to inform the officer that 
you are carrying.  The police officer may 
take your gun and secure it but you will 
get it back, he assured the audience.  

Bentzinger promotes firearms training 
for everyone.  He emphasized that if you 
are going to carry, train and practice with 
that gun and the holster you will be using.  
Law enforcement officers must train for 40 
hours before carrying on the job.  “Don’t 
stop with the bare minimum.  Practice 
past your training!”

He also discussed 
that pulling a gun 
should not always 
be your first action 
of choice.  

If you are not 
directly involved, 
your best course 
may be to be a 
good witness and 
call 911.  

Each agency and 
each individual 
officer may have different concerns and 
interpret the law differently.  You may wish 
to avoid areas that you know are highly 
restrictive (ahem, CHICAGO, ahem).  If 
you feel like the officer is harassing you, 
be polite and cooperative.  You can fight it 
out in court later.  

He answered many questions from the 
audience. 

Tech time
Steve Davis
Lansky knife sharpening
Steve Davis demonstrated the Lansky 
system to sharpen knives. It involves us-
ing graduated stones , a clamp and guide 
rods. The benefit of this over other meth-
ods is the consistency of the sharpening 
angle.  Using the same angle with every 
stroke will not mess up the bevel.  Again 
we had many questions and answers. 

This was followed by drawing for door 
prizes and the drawing.  The gun that was 
raffled off tonight was a Henry Frontier 
.22.  It was won by Larry Hakes from Nor-
mal.  He was not in attendance. 

Next month’s drawing will be for a Ste-
vens Pump Action Shotgun with ghost ring 
sights.  We’ll see you on January 2nd!

Steve Davis sharpens his knife using the 
Lansky knife sharpening system.

Sheriff Bentzinger.

GunsSaveLife.com, the internet face of 
Guns Save Life the organization, went up 
last fall in our new format.  Elbowing our 
way into the crowded gun blog world wasn’t 
easy, especially as we were rank amateurs, 
but we worked hard and persevered.

Then came a setback as our site was taken 
down by our previous Internet hosting com-
pany because of our subject matter.  

The good news was we were already lay-
ing the groundwork to migrate to a bigger, 
faster server because of some of the big 
stories we had broke in our first couple 
of months were bogging down that initial 
server.  When Hosting A to Z abruptly pulled 
us down, it merely accelerated our migra-
tion during the first week of January.

Today, we passed our two millionth unique 
visitor with our current hosting company, 
delivering our content to well over five mil-
lion sets of eyeballs this year.  

Not bad for a small, all-volunteer grassroots 
civil rights organization in the middle of 
flyover country.

Congratulations to everyone who had a 
hand in making this happen, including most 
notably, our visitors!

If you haven’t been to the GunsSaveLife.
com website, come pay us a visit to get the 
latest, most up-to-date news and informa-
tion in the gun rights fight - and in news 
relating to Illinois’ new concealed carry law 
and its implementation.

GunsSaveLife.com

January 17th, 18th & 19th
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Stories from the home 
of the opposition to 
your right to defend 
yourself.  

CHICAGO ISN’T SAFE
Illinois’ gun control utopia is a very dangerous place

Chicago (Sun-Times) - Denzel Simons, 
19, a first-time felon, stood before Cook 
County Circuit Judge Diane Cannon fac-
ing six to 30 years in prison for robbing a 
man at his Southwest Side home.

There was no way he was supposed to 
get boot camp — a break reserved for 
young, nonviolent offenders.

His victim was against it. He’d lost his 
wallet, with $290 inside, and took a beat-
ing from Simons’ partner in crime, who 
pistol-whipped him.  What’s more, Illinois 
law explicitly ruled out a boot camp 
sentence. Boot camp or probation aren’t 
options for armed robbers like Simons. 
It’s too serious of a crime.

But in a decision repeated again and 
again in recent years by Cook County 
judges, Cannon ignored the law.  She 
gave Simons boot camp anyway.

A Sun-Times survey of thousands of 
pages of court records found that since 
2006, Cook County judges have handed 
down hundreds of improper boot camp 
sentences to violent felons.

Less than two years after he was sent 
to the four-month boot camp program, 
Simons was charged with murdering Ker-
mit Delashment II, a 21-year-old college 
student with big dreams.

“Boot camp” offenders more 
likely to be re-arrested
Chicago (Sun-Times) - Gun offend-
ers sentenced to boot camp are more 
likely to be rearrested than those sent to 
prison, a new analysis suggests.

Chicago judges ignore state sentencing guidelines...
and	people	die	because	of	it

Dewitt County Sportsmen’s Club
Clinton, IL

Now seeking new members.  ACT NOW!
Come join a growing club, with dual, independent 
ranges, a nice clubhouse and permissive rules 
which allow shooters to practice shooting from 
holsters, double-taps and so forth.  Centrally 
located on Route 10, six miles east of Clinton, IL 
(15423 State Highway 10).  Great people and a warm 
atmosphere.  Facilities include a 100 yard rifle 
range range, handgun range, clubhouse, and more.  
An archery range is coming next year.  Dues are 
$50/year plus two work days.

You can download an application at our website: 
dewittcountysc.com

or by mailing a request to Dewitt Co. Sportsmen’s 
Club; PO Box 322; Clinton, IL 61727 

Looking for a place to shoot?

Garry	McCarthy	trots	out	his	‘guns	are	gateway	to	murder’	
schtick	once	again,	this	time	to	CBS	News
Chicago (GunsSaveLife) - Chicago’s top 
cop brought out his “carrying a gun is 
the gateway crime to committing murder” 
schtick to CBS News in early December in 
a report about the Chicago Police Depart-
ment seizing guns to bring down the crime 
rate.

He first made the claim back in September, 
as he lamented the release of scores of 
prisoners being held in Cook County Jail for 
nothing more than possession of a loaded 
firearm on their person after the Illinois Su-
preme Court ruled that unconstitutional.

One of those individuals was Ed Hambrick, 
a FOID-card holder who also had a South 
Dakota carry license in his wallet.  Ham-
brick had been at the Cook Co. lockup for 
over a year as he declined to plead guilty to 
a felony.

Our question then to McCarthy is:  If carry-
ing a loaded gun is the gateway to murder, 
then why do his police officers carry guns?

If reducing the number of guns brings down 
the crime rate, then why is it that the num-
ber of guns in America has grown by 50% in 
the past twenty years while firearm-related 
homicides in the US have declined by over 
50% in the same time.

Firefighter	saves	Arlington	Heights	cop’s	life	after	shooting
Arlington Heights, IL (Tribune) - After allegedly harassing his ex-girlfriend for weeks, 
a man threatened the woman and her mother with a gun in a Northwest suburban 
home, shot a police officer who tried to intervene and was then fatally shot by police, 
authorities said.

A firefighter who by chance was eating dinner near the scene in Arlington Heights on 
Thursday night helped save the life of Officer Michael McEvoy, police said.

After the 52-year-old officer was dragged from the home with a wound to the chin 
area, fire Deputy Chief Ken Koeppen, who had come outside after seeing emergency 
lights, helped stanch the bleeding.

McEvoy, a 24-year veteran, was listed in critical but stable condition at a hospital 
Friday and was expected to recover, authorities said.

“Ken Koeppen was a hero in all this,” said Arlington Heights police Cmdr. Andrew 
Whowell. “It was an act of God that he was (there).”
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Terrance c. Sullivan, managing broker

Lyons-suLLivan ReaLty, inc.
321 W. madiSon STreeT, PonTiac, il 61764 
office 815-842-1400 | direcT 815-674-6299 

LyonssuLLivanReaLty.com

Guns Save Life | Pontiac
John Gahm called the meeting 
to order and led the audience in 
the Pledge of Allegiance.  

He recognized newcomers, as 
is our custom, asking them to 
introduce themselves and tell 
us their hometown.

He called up GSL’s First Lady 
Wendy Lund to cover the Presi-
dent’s notes. 

Robert	Rees, from Cities 
92.9, was the main speaker.  
He talked up a couple of new 
radio shows including Armed 
American Radio on Sundays 
from 6-9pm.  

Rock Rescue, a benefit concert 
for the tornado victims in Wash-
ington, IL, was underway and 
among the volunteer perform-
ers was Ted Nugent. 

Rees got an interview with 
Nugent the morning of the 
meeting to promote the show, 
and of course, Nugent bashed 
some politicians and promoted 
Hunters for the Hungry.  “This is 
great hunting country,” Nugent 
said of Central Illinois as he’d 
been here before for shows and 
visits.  When Rees told him he 
coming to the Guns Save Life 
meeting tonight, Nugent told 
him, “Keep up fighting for 2nd 

Amendment rights!”

Robert related his story of doing 
his mission work in the Philip-
pines, and how that solidified 
the importance of gun owner-
ship to protect people from 
thieves and would-be tyrants.  
He also found a great children’s 
book series - the “Great Brain” 
series that isn’t bashful about 
mentioning guns in a positive 
light. 

Rees’ FOID card finally came, 
five months after he applied 
for it.  It took intervention of a 
politician friend, but it got done.  
He’s looking forward to getting 
the Illinois-mandated training to 
get his CCW license next year.

As Christmas is approaching, 
Rees also touched on how 
many folks have misplaced 
priorities.  He suggested mak-
ing Christmas more “Christ-like” 
and less materialistic.

Special	Guest	Speaker:		Mar-
vin Rutledge
Former Livingston County Sher-
iff Marvin Rutledge talked for a 
few minutes about his candi-
dacy for Sheriff.  He served a 
number of years some time ago 
and after retirement, is inter-
ested in returning to the job.

He’s a strong supporter of the 
new CCW law, so long as folks 
abide by the law.  

Special	Guest	Speaker:
Chris	Studebaker	is seeking 
to raise money for a veterans 
monument on the historic 
courthouse square to honor 
veterans of the Iraq and Af-
ghanistan wars.  He described 
the proposed design and said 
he projected it to cost about 
$12,000.  

After hearing Studebaker’s 
presentation, GSL members 
passed the hat and collected 
$350 for the monument.

Pat O’Malley brought over a 
modern rifle for show and tell.  

Bob Holland, pictured below 
with GSL’s John Gahm, won the 
gun, an S&W 9mm SVE.

For tickets, mail to Pontiac Sportsman’s Club, PO Box 276, Pontiac, IL 

Robert Rees from Cities 92.9 in Bloomington was our main speaker and he 
dazzled the audience with a great presentation on why he’s so staunchly 
pro-gun and what’s been happening locally regarding gun rights from his 
perspective as a member of the media.

You don’t have to be a helpless victim.
Empower yourself.  Become a gun owner.  Get training.

1st Prize:  AR-15 Aero Precision lower / 
Adams Arms upper with 16” barrel, 1x7 
twist, piston operating system, six-position 
buttstock, (3) 30-round mags and TruGlo 
red dot sight or $700 cash.
2nd Prize:  AR-15 Anderson lower/Rock 
River Arms upper with 16” barrel, 1x9 
twist, direct impingement op system, six-
position buttstock, (3) 30-round maga-
zines, and TruGlo red dot sight or $700 
cash.
3rd	Prize:  Springfield Armory XDM-40 or 
$350 cash.
4th Prize:  Auto-Ordnance 1911 A1 .45 or 
$250 cash.
5th Prize:  Mossberg 500 12 ga. shotgun 
3 in 1 special.  Comes with 2 barrels and 
pistol grip for tactical or hunting setup, or 

$250 cash.
Last ticket drawn:  Smith & Wesson 
Model 642 Airweight hammerless .38 
Special +P, or $250 cash.
Every 50th ticket drawn wins $100 and 

all	tickets	will	be	pulled.

Purchase tickets from local Marine 
Corps League members or mail to 
Chris Hanson c/o MCL, 810 S. New 
Street, Champaign, IL 61820 and 
make checks payable to MCL #1231

Credit card over the phone:  Call 
Chris at 217 202-5114.  

Email hans971 (at) comcast.net for 
more information.
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GSL DEFENSE TRAINING, LLC:  Firearms Training for Everyone

2014 Courses
All Illinois State Police approved.

16-hour class dates
Circle date

Mar 15/16 DeWitt Co. Sportsmen’s
Mar 29/30 Darnall’s in Bloomington

Apr 26/27 Crescent City, IL
May 17/18 Burlington, Iowa
June 21/21 Crescent City, IL
Jul 12/13 Burlington, Iowa

Jul 19/20 DeWitt Co. Sportsmen’s
Aug 2/3 DeWitt Co. Sportsmen’s

Aug 16/17 Crescent City, IL
Sep 27/28 Darnall’s in Bloomington

Tuition:  $350 
Earlybird	special:		

$300	per	person	for	registrations	
received	before	December	31,	2013.		
Buy	one,	get	one	half-price	applies.

8-hour class dates
Circle date 

Sat., Mar 1, McLean, IL 
Sun., Mar 2,  McLean, IL

Fri., Mar 14 DeWitt Co. Sportsmen’s
Fri., Apr 11, DeWitt Co. Sportsmen’s
Sat., Apr 12 DeWitt Co. Sportsmen’s 
Sun., Apr 13 DeWitt Co. Sportsmen’s 
Fri., July 18 DeWitt Co. Sportsmen’s

Tuition: $200.  No BOGO.
Earlybird	special:		

$175	per	person	for	registrations	
received	before	December	31,	2013.

Check website for dates and availability.

GSLDefenseTraining.com
 

______________________________
Legal Name

______________________________
Address

______________________________
City, State, Zip

______________________________
home phone  work/cell phone

______________________________
e-mail address

Clip and mail, along with tuition to guar-
antee your registration, to:
GSL Defense Training, LLC
19	Evergreen	Square
Savoy, IL 61874
Questions?  
Contact John Boch at 217 649-3702; 
John Naese at 217 840-0246; Frank 
Wright at 910-489-4768; or Jeff 
Schwarm at 630-605-1898.

ILLINOIS C.C.W. TRAINING
Train with the people you know and trust.

“I came into the course nervous 
and a little uncomfortable. I came 
out of it confident in my ability to 
use my gun to protect my family 
and with the knowledge of how 
and when to do so.”

“Gun class was… 
the most 
liberating and 
empowering 
feeling in the 
world.  Absolute 
top notch.  
GREAT class.  
Great guys.”

“The instructors were the best of any 
I have ever encountered.”

Illinois State Police approved CCW training 

GSL Defense Training Illinois Concealed Carry (16-hour)
This	course	satisfies	Illinois’	
16-hour	training	requirement	
for the new CCW licenses.

This is also GSL Defense 
Training’s  NRA Personal Pro-
tection	in	the	Home	course.

Course goal: To develop in the 
students the basic knowledge, 
skills and attitude essential to 
the safe and efficient use of 
a handgun for protection of 
self and family, and to provide 
information on the law-abiding 
citizen’s right to self-defense.  
This class covers a review of 
NRA gun safety rules and we’ll 
teach you about using firearms 
responsibly and ethically for 
personal protection, developing 

the proper mind-set for using 
a firearm for personal defense 
when facing a life-threatening 
encounter.  Also covered will 
be mental awareness, how 
to avoid becoming a victim, 
strategies for home safety and 
responding to a violent con-
frontation in your home.  We’ll 
teach you gun ownership laws 
and more importantly, we offer 
an in-depth instruction on the 
judicious use of deadly force 
- including when deadly force 
is justified against “unarmed” 
aggressors.

Additional	topics	and	activi-
ties	covered	by	GSL	Defense	
Training	above	and	beyond	
the NRA Personal Protec-

tion	in	the	Home	Course: We 
will teach you fundamentals of 
how to fight with your personal 
defense handgun.  Also, we’ll 
include a discussion of interac-
tions with potential assailants, 
the moral and ethical consid-
erations to decision-making 
involved in using  deadly force, 
and post-shooting interventions 
with witnesses, responding 
police officers, investigating of-
ficers, media and others.  We’ll 
also cover the Illinois State 
Police-required aspects of the 
new Illinois Firearm Concealed 
Carry Act.

Students will spend several 
hours on the range with live-
fire both days and will fire 250 

rounds, including the Illinois 
qualification shoot.  

A Firearms Owners ID Card is 
recommended, but not re-
quired.  Novice shooters are 
welcome	&	encouraged.	 

Tuition:			$350		(Save money:  
Yes, we’re still offering the buy 
one, get one half-price for same 
course date for this course.)

Registration includes lunch, 
drinks, range fees, safety 
equipment (as needed) and the 
NRA required student packet of 
materials.  AZ, FL non-resident 
permit-to-carry applications are 
also included, along with a long 
list of bonus materials.  

Illinois State Police approved CCW training
GSL Defense Training Illinois Concealed Carry (8-hour)

This Illinois-approved course 
satisfies the final 8-hours of 
training required for an IL con-
cealed carry license for those 
who have taken NRA Personal 
Protection in the Home, NRA 
Basic Pistol or other recognized 

training courses, or prior mili-
tary service.

You will fire approximately 150 
rounds.  This will include your 
qualification shoot.

Tuition:  $200.

Registration includes lunch, 
drinks, range fees, GSL De-
fense Training course materi-
als, loaner guns and safety 
equipment as needed.  

SAVE MONEY!
Register by December 
31 and save money on  
these classes.
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DRESS for SUCCESS
Concealment requires matching gear and clothes.  Get shopping! For the ladies...

by John Boch
I admit it, ladies.  I don’t 
cross dress, even on cross-
dressing Wednesdays as 
I joke to people when they 
look askance at me buying 
nearly a dozen purses at the 
Goodwill store.

Seriously though, how do 
ladies carry?

Off-body carry is favored by 
many.  High-quality “hol-
ster” purses, with a center 
compartment designed to 
hold a gun, are very popular 
among lady gun carri-
ers.  The firearm, usually a 
revolver, is accessible from 
a zipper on the end of the 
purse, allowing it to be ac-
cessed discretely if trouble 
is sensed.

As we show in our Illinois 
concealed carry classes, 
with a modicum of practice, 
you can make good hits out 
to 9 feet easily when firing

from inside the purse, which 
is greater than the average 
distance of a self-defense 
shooting.

Revolvers make better 
purse guns than semi-auto 
pistols as there is no recip-
rocating slide to get hung 
up inside the purse.  By 
shooting from the purse, the 
good girl gets to maintain an 
element of surprise against 
a criminal predator suffering 
a profound error in his victim 
selection process.

The downside is that if 
someone snatches your 
purse, they’ve got your ID, 
gun, flashlight and spare 
ammo.  The upside is many 
“gun” purses have slash-
resistant straps and  purse 
snatchings are pretty rare.

There’s also the female 
equivalent of “belly band” 
holsters, including the Can 
Can Concealment’s Hip 
Hugger, which is a very 
feminine rig. 

It fits around the waist and 
offers carry on either side of 
the body, front or back, to 
accommodate Southpaws.  
Unless the lady wears skin-
tight clothes, the Can Can 

provides very good conceal-
ment.  Of course, appendix 
carry is a risky proposition 
for women as much as it 
is for men, so our recom-
mendation is to carry spare 
ammo in those front slots 
instead of your heater.

The Flash-bang holster is a 
unit that attaches to a bra 
between the cups, holding 
the firearm sideways on the 
body under the bustline.  
Comfort and concealment 
here varies by body shape 
and size, so smart money 
says to “try before you buy”.

There’s always the stand-
by carrying the gun in the 
“kidney carry” position, but 
for ladies, this isn’t always a 
good option because of the 
shape of their hips, coupled 
with the shorter torso length.  

Figuring out what works 
best for you will probably 
involve some trial and error, 
but we’ve all been there.  Be 
sure to practice as shooting 
is a perishable skill, and be 
safe out there.

by John Boch
Now that Illinois has right to carry and 
licenses will be issued in the coming few 
months, most of us will need to figure out 
how to carry a concealed gun so it’s really 
concealed.

Many of us have worn a gun in a holster 
during training or competitions, but usually 
those rigs are outside the waist-band, and 
not really designed for concealment.

Couple that with many of us wearing 
clothes that don’t lend well to anything but 
deep concealment and we’ve got our work 
cut out for us.

First off, what to carry.  If you’re carrying 
a gun for self-defense, you should carry a 
flashlight to identify potential targets as well 
as spare ammunition.  Why?  Most lethal 
force encounters take place in low-light or 
no-light environs and a spare reload or two 
could save your life someday.

Waist-mounted guns seem to be among the 
most popular among CCW licensed men, 
with pocket carry running a close second.

Inside-the-waistband (IWB) holsters con-
ceal guns very well.  The traditional location 
for carry is on one’s strong side, just behind 
the side of the body.  This gives good con-
cealability and ready access.  A cover gar-
ment such as a casual button-down shirt or 
a vest, open in the front, conceals the gun, 
and spare ammo and light on the weak side 
of the body without attracting attention.

Hawaiian print shirts do a wonderful job 
concealing the gun and the plaid print also 
conceals any “printing” of the gun’s outline 
if you’re moving in such a way that the shirt 
presses tightly against the gun.  

Photographer’s vests, sometimes called 
“shoot me first” vests among those in the 
gun community, conceal guns and related 
gear on the wearer’s belt.  They work.

If all else fails, just wear untucked shirts.  In 
the winter, that’s easy as bulky sweaters 
or fleece pullovers work very nicely.  In the 

summer, buy loose-fitting pull-overs.

Speaking of belts:  you would be wise to 
buy a high-quality leather or nylon belt 
that is built for carrying a gun.  Wilderness 
Tactical makes an excellent nylon “instruc-
tor” belt that’s very durable and stiff to keep 
your gun and gear firmly held against your 
body.  Galco and Biachi make some excel-
lent leather belts and there are a host of 
custom makers out there as well.  If you try 
to go cheap in a leather belt, it will literally 
fall apart within a matter of days or weeks 
at most, whereas a good belt will last many 
years.

“Pocket carry” is also practiced by a lot of 
folks where they can do so legally.  Basi-
cally, you carry the gun in a pocket of your 
pants or your jacket.

There 
are many 
holsters 
for pocket 
carry 
which will 
not only 
break up 
the outline 
of the 
gun, but will 
also keep the gun oriented in the right posi-
tion to assist a rapid deployment.  If you’re 
going to employ pocket carry, one of these 
holsters is almost a must.

A handful of folks still use ankle holsters, 
but these can be take a little while longer 
to access the guns.  A snug holster with 
a lightweight gun is the recipe to a happy 
ankle.  

Shoulder holsters are still worn as well - 
particularly by people who frequently need 
to drop their pants for potty issues.  

Newer, more exotic methods of carrying 
include the “Sneaky Pete” which is basi-
cally a gun case strapped to your belt like a 
phone holster.  There’s also Thunderwear 
(see Appendix Carry), Galco’s King Tuk rig 
(basically an IWB holster that you can tuck 
in your shirt outside the gun) among others.

In any event, you’ve got a great training 
environment to try out whichever of these 
you think you’re going to like best - in your 
home.  Test for comfort, fit and concealment 
while carrying with an unloaded gun initially.

Remember to be extra safety conscious 
while practicing - with muzzle control, trig-
ger finger control (keep your cotton-pickin’ 
finger off the trigger until you’ve decided to 
shoot!) and keeping ammunition away from 
the gun while you’re testing it.

When you find what you like, give it a trial 
run with a loaded gun just to make sure and 
then once licensed, carry on.  Don’t forget 
to be safe, be prudent and enjoy life.

About the author:  Mr. Boch has taught the 
safe and effective use of firearms for self-
defense over 15 years now and is currently 
an Illinois State Police approved concealed 
carry instructor teaching with GSL Defense 
Training, LLC.

by John Boch
One method of carry I rec-
ommend against is the ap-
pendix inside-the-waistband 
(AIWB) method.  It’s been 
made popular among a lot 
of younger folks and is basi-
cally “Mexican” carry in the 
front of one’s body on the 
belt using a holster.

It is fairly comfortable, and 
conceals well while provid-
ing fast access to draw and 
present the gun when it’s 
time to shoot.  

The downside is that pesky 
gun safety rule #1:  Keep 
your muzzle pointed in a 
safe direction.

A safe direction isn’t your 
femoral artery running down 
your leg.

All it takes is a moment of 
distraction, confusion or - in 
colloquial terms - having a 
“brain fart” and a negligent 
discharge may well end your 
life.

It happened at a top-notch 
training group’s class in 
Northern Illinois in March.  It 
was an instructor develop-
ment course attended by 
about ten veteran instruc-
tors.  It had been a long, 
tiring day and everyone was 
“gunning up” before going 
out to dinner.

One of the female instruc-
tors was distracted talking 
as she was gearing up with 
her appendix carry rig.  For 
whatever reason, something 
got inside the trigger as-
sembly - probably her finger 
- and the gun went “bang”  

when she pushed it into the 
holster.

Those around her were well-
versed in the tactical treat-
ment of gunshot wounds 
- and well-equipped.  

In fifteen seconds they had 
two tourniquets on her.

She still almost bled out.  

If that can happen to a 
veteran shooter and skilled 
instructor who shoots 
thousands of rounds each 
year, do you think there’s a 
chance it could happen to 
you as well?  And if it does, 
do you think you’ll have 
someone there to apply a 
tourniquet on you within 15 
seconds?

I’m guessing probably not.

AIWC is, in my opinion, sim-
ply not worth risking your life 
every time you reholster.

BEWARE:		Appendix	Carry
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The

Armed American
True stories of firearms used by law-abiding Americans 
to save innocent life.

Illegal	aliens	fall	‘victim’	to	one	
of	America’s	armed	citizens
Columbus, OH (GunsSaveLife) - Three 
men and a woman, all reputed illegal aliens, 
forced entry on an apartment in Columbus, 
Ohio.

The homeowner, a 69-year-old Viet Nam 
vet, turned to his trusty Government Model 
.45 and fired shots at the invading quartet, 
perforating two of the male armed intruders.

One is expected to live.  The other is ex-
pected to become worm food.

Cynical locals wonder if the Mexican gov-
ernment will file a protest due to two of their 
citizens becoming “victims” of America’s 
gun culture.

Old	vet	shoots	young	punk
Hampton, VA (WVEC) -- A burglary sus-
pect, who was shot by an elderly Hampton 
man after he was found hiding in a closet, 
remains hospitalized Tuesday.

Police say 76-year-old Leon Winder says 
he called 911 after he heard loud noises at 
his home on Patterson Ave. around 2:00 
a.m. Tuesday.

Armed	robber	family	members	
demand	“justice”
Reading, PA (GunsSaveLife) - The family 
members of two armed robbers in Read-
ing, PA, shot dead after they threatened an 
armed citizen as they ran out of a conve-
nience store they had been robbing, are 
demanding “justice”.

“[William] had no right to lose his life over 
something that man could have called the 
police for,” said one of the thugs’ family 
members to WFMZ-TV news. “He took the 
law into his own hands and walked away 
scot-free.”

The family members also took issue with 
comments suggesting the scumbag robbers 
were thugs.  

Taylor De Carr described her now deceased 
scumbag brother as “a good kid.”

Buy - Sell - Trade

Pistols, Rifles, Shotguns - We’ve Got It All!

Located between Urbana and St. Joseph on Route 150 in Mayview.   
Look for the big yellow building.  

1868E CR 1600N 
Urbana, Illinois

(217) 469-8000

Dave’s Firearms

•  Reloading equipment 
    & supplies
•  Firearms

•  Consignment firearms!  
     SAVE MONEY!
•  Ammunition

•  Clay targets
•  Gunsmithing

•  Gun safes

Stocking factory dealer
Beretta

Caesar Guerini
Cooper Rifles

Glock
Benelli

Kimber (Master Dealer)
Smith & Wesson

And more!

•  Reloading equipment & supplies
•  Firearms
•  Consignment firearms! SAVE MONEY!
•  Ammunition
•  Clay targets
•  Gunsmithing
•  Gun safes

Shop	owner	to	robber:		“I	have	
a	bigger	one	than	you	do”
Seattle, WA (KATU) -  It wasn’t quite bring-
ing a knife to a gun fight, but two would-be 
robbers in West Seattle found themselves 
quickly over matched Saturday night.

Robert Moore shows his gun to KATU.

Robert Moore was ringing-up a customer 
around 10 p.m. at the Morning Star Mini 
Mart, located in the 8800 block of 9th Ave 
SW, when two men entered the store wear-
ing ski masks. One of the men stayed near 
the entrance of the store while the other 
attempted robber approached the counter 
and pointed a gun at Moore.

“This is a robbery,” Moore said the man told 
him.

Moore said the attempted robber’s gun 
didn’t look real.  “I looked at his gun and 
said ‘I have a bigger one than you do,’ “ he 
said.

Moore then turned to reach for his own 
gun and that’s when the attempted robbers 
took off in a white SUV with dark markings 
toward the rear of the driver’s side and a 
sun roof.

70YO	woman	to	intruders:		
“I’ll	blow	your	head	off”
Midland, AR (KFSM) - An elderly Midland 
woman was injured Thursday night (Nov. 
21) after fighting off a pair of home invad-
ers, according to the Sebastian County 
Sheriff’s Office.

Two men wearing ski masks, black gloves 
and camouflage clothing entered the 
woman’s home on Drake Loop near High-
way 253 looking for prescription medication, 
according Sgt. Steve Cox. Authorities said 
the door to home was not locked.

The 70-year-old woman fought the men, 
at one point throwing a chair at one of the 
invaders, Cox said. One of the suspects 
struggled with the woman down the hallway 
while the other one went straight to the 
medicine cabinet, according to Cox.

The suspect threw the woman to the bed 
and got on top of her. The woman pointed 
her pistol at the man and both men took 
off with her medications, according to the 
sheriff’s office.

...“I pointed the gun at him and I said I’ll 
blow your head off.”

We have noticed your sign, and will respect your wishes
BY DOING BUSINESS ELSEWHERE.

No guns = No money cards now available
No guns = No money cards are now available.  They can be picked up at GSL meet-
ings at no charge or you can mail $2 to Guns Save Life, PO Box 51, Savoy, IL 61874 
and we’ll mail you back an envelope with eight cards.  

What do you do with them?  Enclose one with a receipt from their competitors and a 
short note to the owner or manager that you were going to shop at their location until 
you noticed the sign.  You took your business elsewhere as their “No Guns” sign 
makes them a high-risk location, one that armed criminals are more likely to choose 
as law-abiding folks inside will have abided by that sign.

Or simply drop one off with the manager and leave.

You don’t have to be a helpless victim.
Empower yourself.  Become a gun owner.  Get training.



The Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, 
Explosives (and really big fires) is carrying 
out President / Dear Leader Barack Hus-
sein Obama’s wishes is its efforts to further 
create rules and regulations designed to 
increase the difficulty for gun owners to 
exercise their Second Amendment rights.

One of those new proposals would take 
away the corporate ownership option for 
those seeking to register National Firearms 
Act items (short-barrelled rifles and shot-
guns, silencers, fully automatic firearms, 
and destructive devices, for instance).  The 
other option for ownership - the individual 
application - requires a sign off by the Chief 
Law Enforcement Officer (typically a sheriff, 
but sometimes police department chiefs) 
that he has no information that the gun will 
be used for anything but lawful purposes.  

CLEOs, by declining to sign off on NFA ap-
plications, can effectively ban ownership of 
these items.

The Silencer Shop sells a lot of NFA-con-
trolled silencers...  or “suppressors” as they 
are known in the gun world.  They submit-
ted an epic response to BATFE’s propose 

rule-making to eliminate the corporate 
ownership option.

Here’s the money quote:

The NFA’s CLEO requirement must 
be put in perspective. While a federal 
application to operate a nuclear reac-
tor is blindingly voluminous, covering 
topics ranging from reactor security 
to environmental impact, the 10,000-
plus-page application does not 
require a single CLEO certification.  
The federal application to handle, 
distribute, or manufacture substances 
such as cocaine, heroin, and MDMA 
under the Controlled Substances Act 
requires no CLEO certification.  The 
USDA license to breed, own, and 
exhibit dangerous wild animals such 
as lions and tigers likewise contains 
no CLEO certification requirement.  
While some believe it is an oversim-
plification to state that “guns don’t kill 
people,” nuclear meltdowns, cocaine, 
and wild tigers clearly do kill people.  
Criminal history and mental stabil-
ity are undeniably-relevant factors 
for consideration of applications to 
participate in such dangerous and 
highly-regulated activities.  Yet, the 
responsible agencies have been 
able to analyze and regulate such 
applications—even within the all-
encompassing context of a 10,000-
page application to operate a nuclear 
reactor—without resorting to certifi-
cations from local or state chief law 
enforcement officials.
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 Freedom’s Forum

GunNews Magazine
Published monthly by Guns Save Life

John	Boch,	Editor	Emeritus
templar223@comcast.net

John Naese, Editor
johnnaese@comcast.net

Letters, including complaints or com-
mendations, to the Editor are wel-
come.  Please, limit your letter to 200 
words.  We reserve the right to edit or 
refuse publication of any submission.  
Anonymous letters are discouraged. 
Guest columns of 400 words are also 
welcome on timely issues, particularly 
those related to firearms, self-defense 
or similar topics. Letters and guest 
columns may be sent electronically to:  
templar223@comcast.net

Or you can mail your letter to:
Guns Save Life, Post Office Box 51, 
Savoy, Illinois 61874

Mailbag...
He loves GunNews!

I’m a new GSL member.  I wanted to compliment you on your great GunNews 
Magazine.

I enjoy the legislative updates, gun news, tech tips and the excellent reporting 
on anti-gun screw-ups (like Debra Maggart, Shannon Richardson, the idiot 
CeaseFire Director and the massive four-person anti-gun rally, etc).  These 
are seldom reported elsewhere.  

Harold Carter
Earlville, IL

Storage Containers
And Trailers

For Rent or Sale
Delivered to your site

20’ or 40’ Long - 8’ Wide
MEL PRICE & CO.

1938	Bowman	Ave.
Danville,	IL	61832

217-442-9092

EPIC	public	response
to BATFE’s proposed rule-making on silencer ownership

GOVERNOR QUINN’S COST SAVING PLAN BACKFIRE:  
Violent	career	criminals	aren’t	serving	
their sentences  
Even those inclined to be soft on criminals usually can agree that career criminals who 
violently victimize innocent people need to be incarcerated.  

Illinois is also home to individuals who are soft on criminals, but who want to double 
down on penalties for otherwise law-abiding gun owners caught up in gun laws.

This past fall’s effort to establish a mandatory minimum 3-year prison sentence for carry-
ing a gun without a permit - no exceptions - was just such an example.

As gun owners and civil rights advocates, we were opposed to such a measure and 
here’s an example of why:  An individual with a carry permit in Indiana, under the new 
law, would be perfectly legal in carrying his firearm on his hip while driving into Illinois.  
However, the moment he stopped his car and set foot on dry land without first taking his 
gun off, he would be risking arrest and a three year mandatory minimum sentence with 
the Illinois Department of Corrections (IDOC) under the failed proposed legislation.

Meanwhile, criminals are released from 
Illinois prisons years early on their sentenc-
es.  Once of those was a career criminal 
named Demarcus Brandon.  He had been 
arrested for armed robbery with a firearm, 
armed violence, aggravated unlawful use 
of a weapon, gun possession, aggravated 
fleeing from police, and having either a rifle 
with a barrel less than 16 inches or shotgun 
with a barrel less than 18 inches.  He got all 
of that plea bargained down to a thirteen-
year sentence, of which he served not even 
five years in the IDOC before being released a few short months ago 
and taking a bus back to Chicago.  

In December, as Demarcus was undoubtedly on the road to turning 
his life around, he was committing yet another armed robbery - with a 
firearm.  His road to recovery went sideways when the clerk produced 
a firearm and rapidly and promiscuously perforated Demarcus DRT - 
“dead right there”, putting an end to Demarcus and his thuggery.

Demarcus was released early thanks to Governor Quinn and his effort 
to empty Illinois’ prisons to “save money”.  Somehow Demarcus’ death probably wasn’t 
the “money savings” our great governor Patrick Quinn was hoping for.   

Demarcus’ demise is however a perfect example of what happens when you allow the 
good guys access to the tools with which to defend themselves, instead of burying them 
in rules, regulations and restrictions.  It’s also a case for putting the brakes on early 
releases of prison inmates who have violent histories and who are likely to re-offend.

Demarcus 
Brandon.



GunNews Magazine  - 17 - January 2014

by J.D. Tuccille
(Reason.com) - AR-15TheAl-
phaWolfEarlier this year, Connect-
icut politicians took advantage of 
the horrific Newtown shootings 
to dust off a wish list of draco-
nian firearms restrictions and 
race them through the legislative 
process into law. The restrictions 
wouldn’t have prevented the 
mass murder—they would have 
been completely irrelevant to the 
crime, in fact—which may be why 
they were rammed through under 
“emergency certification” with no 
referrals to committees or public 
hearings. Among other things, 
the new law requires registration 
of “assault weapons” and high-
capacity magazines by January 1, 
2014. Any student of history could 
have predicted officials’ current 
concerns now that relatively few 
residents are complying with the 
law and telling the state what they 
own as the deadline fast ap-
proaches.

According to Hugh McQuaid at 
CT News Junkie:

As of mid-November, the state 
had received about 4,100 ap-
plications for assault weapon 
certificates and about 2,900 
declarations of large-capacity 
magazines.

Michael Lawlor, Gov. Dannel P. 
Malloy’s criminal justice advisor, 
said that so far fewer people 
than expected have registered 
weapons under the new law. 
However, he said gun owners 
should take seriously the con-
sequences of ignoring the law. 
Disregarding the registration 
requirements can carry felony 
charges in some cases, which 
can make Connecticut resi-
dents ineligible to own guns.

First-time offenders who can 
prove they owned the weapon 
before the law passed, and 
have otherwise followed the 
law, may be charged with a 
class A misdemeanor. In other 
cases, possessing one of the 
newly-banned guns will be 
considered a felony that carries 
with it a sentence of at least a 
year in prison.

“If you haven’t declared it or 
registered it and you get caught 
. . . you’ll be a felon. People 
who disregard the law are, 
among other things, jeopardiz-
ing their right to own firearms. 
If you’re not a law-abiding 
citizen, you’re not a law-abiding 
citizen,” Lawlor said.

Mike Lawlor, like most govern-
ment officials, seems to think he 

and his buddies have invented 
policy out of whole cloth, and that 
the population has no choice but 
to shuffle along and obey. But 
weapons registration laws have a 
history—a consistent history, as 
I’ve written, of noncompliance and 
defiance.

State officials could have taken 
a moment to glance across 
the state line to New York City, 
where a few tens of thousands of 
firearms are owned legally, and 
an estimated two million are held 
illegally, according to the U.S. 
Department of Justice. That is not 
uncommon. In my piece on the 
history of gun control’s failure, I 
wrote:

The high water mark of 
American compliance with gun 
control laws may have come 
with Illinois’s handgun registra-
tion law in the 1970s. About 
25 percent of handgun owners 
actually complied, according to 
Don B. Kates, a criminologist 
and civil liberties attorney, writ-
ing in the December 1977 issue 
of Inquiry. After that, about 10 
percent of “assault weapon” 
owners obeyed California’s 
registration law, says David 
B. Kopel, research director for 
Colorado’s Independence Insti-
tute, a free-market think-tank, 

and author of The Samurai, 
The Mountie, and The Cowboy, 
a book-length comparison of 
international firearms policies.

That one-in-10 estimate may 
have been generous. As the 
registration period came to a 
close in 1990, The New York 
Times reported “only about 
7,000 weapons of an estimated 
300,000 in private hands in the 
state have been registered.”

Connecticut may want to look 
close to home for even lower 
compliance figures. In New 
Jersey, reported The New York 
Times in 1991, after the legis-
lature passed a law banning 
“assault weapons,” 947 people 
registered their rifles as sport-
ing guns for target shooting, 888 
rendered them inoperable, and 
four surrendered them to the 
police. That’s out of an estimated 
100,000 to 300,000 firearms af-
fected by the law.

Over the years, officials in New 
York City and California used 
registration records to confiscate 
guns, in violation of their own 
promises. That’s a lesson that 
firearms owners have taken to 
heart in this country (and else-
where), probably permanently 
dooming the enforceability of 
such laws.

The end result of pushing through 
gun laws that people won’t obey 
is very predictable. You end up 
with a society in which people 
continue to own vast numbers 
of weapons regardless of the 
law. Connecticut may be on the 
way, sometime after the new 
year’s registration deadline, to 
turning itself into a replica of 
Germany, where up to 20 million 
unregistered firearms are held in 
addition to 7.2 million legal ones, 
or France, where as many as 17 
million illegal guns overshadow 
2.8 million legal ones.

If you bother to learn from his-
tory, it shouldn’t be a surprise 
that people stop caring whether 
they’re “not a law-abiding citizen” 
when they lose respect for the 
law and the people who inflict it 
on them.

Connecticut shouldn’t be surprised that “Fewer people than expected have registered weapons”

Commentary from across the nation

Why Gun Control Is Basically Dead
By Paul M. Barrett
(Bloomberg BusinessWeek) - On Dec. 14, gun control ad-
vocates will mark the one-year anniversary of the Newtown 
elementary school massacre by gathering at events in 35 
states and ringing bells. “Moms won’t be silent anymore,” 
says Shannon Watts. In response to Newtown, Watts 
started Moms Demand Action for Gun Sense in America, a 
grassroots organization that has become the most visible 
new player in the gun debate. 

...For all her heartfelt emotion, the fight over firearms hasn’t 
gone well for Watts and her allies. In a humbling political 
defeat for President Obama, congressional Republicans 
last spring blocked attempts to enact new federal gun 
restrictions. Lawmakers had some success in a handful 
of states... In Colorado, where 12 people were killed in a 
mass shooting at an Aurora movie theater in 2012, the leg-
islature instituted comprehensive background checks and 
limited ammunition capacity to 15 rounds per magazine.

Then came the push-back: Colorado voters so far have 
forced three pro-gun control state legislators from office—
two in a recall backed by the National Rifle Association and 
a third who resigned in the face of opposition. At least 16 
states—Alabama, Kansas, Maine, Oklahoma, and Virginia 
among them—reacted to Newtown by loosening gun re-
strictions in the past year.  ...Viewing the nation as a whole 
and factoring in the expiration of the 1994-2004 federal 
assault weapons ban, it has become easier to acquire 
firearms in the U.S. in recent years.

And acquire them we have. FBI background-check data, 

an imprecise but revealing proxy for gun purchases, show 
that in 2005 fewer than 9 million checks were done. For 
the first 11 months of 2013, that figure rose to more than 
19 million. Not every background check leads to a firearm 
sale, but the direction of the statistics is compellingly clear. 
For gun manufacturers, the trend shows up in growing 
revenue. Sturm Ruger (RGR), the largest publicly traded 
U.S. firearms maker, reported $506.4 million in sales for the 
first nine months of 2013, a 45 percent increase over the 
comparable period in 2011. Its profit rose 67 percent.

Why, even after Newtown, are gun 
rights on the ascendant? The starting 
place is violent crime rates. ...[B]
eginning in 1994, for reasons that still 
perplex criminologists, violent crime 
began to decrease, falling roughly 50 
percent over the past two decades. 

Today, guns are used in 63 percent 
of violent crimes in the U.S. and 69 percent of murders. 
The number of U.S. murders and the subset of those kill-
ings involving firearms are dropping, however. Murder has 
diminished 17 percent since 2003, although 2012 saw a 
0.4 percent uptick compared with 2011. In a country that 
broadly speaking is getting safer, it’s more difficult to get 
politicians in Washington to risk the wrath of the NRA and 
support anything described as “gun control.”

Apart from politics, dispassionate observers must question 
the simplistic liberal slogan that more guns equals more 
crime. The U.S. has seen a two-decade period during 
which private gun ownership has continued to soar (some 
300 million firearms are now in civilian hands), while crime 
has diminished.

One hard truth is that in a society with widespread gun 

ownership protected by the Second Amendment, suicidal 
young men determined to make a statement by slaying 
innocents will continue from time to time to attempt their 
bloody spectacles. The media don’t help by sensationaliz-
ing these crimes with 24/7 cable coverage that psychiatrists 
believe incites copycats. 

Finally, the strategy adopted by well-meaning activists 
post-Newtown may undermine their cause. Consider Moms 
Demand Action, which is allied with Mayors Against Illegal 
Guns, an organization started by 
New York Mayor Michael Bloomberg 
(the founder and majority owner of 
Bloomberg Businessweek parent 
Bloomberg LP). Watts, the Moms 
leader, describes her campaign as “a 
war for the culture.” She talks about 
firearms as a symbol of an America 
she doesn’t “recognize.”

Watts is fighting on the NRA’s pre-
ferred battlefield. Gun rights organizers have become 
expert at framing any gun control proposal as an attack on 
their culture. In a Dec. 6 “grassroots alert” to members, the 
NRA sounded its usual theme that President Obama and 
gun control backers push an agenda seeking to “funda-
mentally transform America” and will “exploit any occasion, 
no matter how crassly, to promote it.”

Gun control advocates often appear not to appreciate that 
their country, for better or worse, has a widespread and 
deeply rooted gun subculture that isn’t going away. No 
lesser body than the Supreme Court, in decisions issued as 
recently as 2008 and 2010, has interpreted the Constitution 
as enshrining that reality.

Gun Control?
It’s	basically	dead.
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DARNALL’S GUN WORKS & RANGES 6125 East 1175 North Road 
Bloomington, IL  61704
309-379-4331
www.darnalls.com

Directions:
West of Bloomington, Illinois, 
take Route 9 West 5 miles from 
I-55/74 to road marked 750E.  
Turn left and go south for 2.3 
miles to road marked 1175N. 
Turn right and go west for 1.3 
miles. Darnall’s Gun Works and 
Shooting Ranges is on the right.

Open to the public!

Call us for 
Illinois Concealed Carry 

class	availability.

Classes	held	almost	
every weekend.

Illinois State Police Approved Concealed Carry Classes Now Available
16 and 8 hour classes offered
Darnall’s Firearms Training Group

ISP Approved•	
NRA Certified•	

Contact us now to register.
Limited seats available.
16 hour class - $250
8 hour class - $150

Call	or	visit	our	website	to	register	for	classes

By John Boch
A person’s body language 
communicates messages in 
everything they do.  Some 
messages are subtle, while 
others are so obvious that 
even the clueless can pick 
them up.

Body language can suggest 
that a person is tired, upset, 
distracted confused or intoxi-
cated.  They can announce 
self-confidence and power, 
or just the opposite - fear and 
helplessness.  

Those skilled in reading body 
language can discern much 
more subtle clues as well.

Criminals watch body lan-
guage as part of their victim 
selection process.  Bad guys 
typically look for anyone who 
they believe would make an 
easy victim, be it for theft or 
other property crimes, or vio-
lent physical attacks, or both.

Ask yourself:  What message 
do you send with your body 
language?

Are you bold and confident, 
with your head on a swivel 
looking around and fearlessly 
looking others in the eyes?  

Or are you like the majority 
of pedestrians in downtown 
Chicago, nervously avoiding 
eye contact and casting their 
gaze downward?

Do you act tired, distracted, 
nervous or otherwise unsure 
of yourself?  Are you inap-
propriately engrossed in your 
smart-phone while in public, 
oblivious to your surround-
ings?

Bad guys look for would-be 
victims displaying these sorts 
of body language indicators.

Sit down in a public place 
sometime – a mall, large 
store, or downtown area – 

and watch the people care-
fully.  Think from the perspec-
tive of someone selecting a 
potential victim.  Who would 
you choose and why?  Who 
would you avoid?

Sometimes we nickname po-
tential victims “sheeple” in our 
personal protection classes 
because they are sheepish in 
their behaviors.

The moral of the story:  Don’t 
be a sheeple!

Stand tall when you walk.  
Make eye contact with others, 
and be aware of your sur-
roundings.  

Do this and anyone watch-
ing will notice you are not an 
easy, “sheep-like” victim, but 
rather a hard target and po-
tentially a predator of sorts.

Predators come in both good 
and bad flavors.  Criminal 
predators are primarily 
watching for potential victims, 
though they will often notice 
a fellow criminal.  Good guys, 
like sheepdogs, watch out 
for bad predators and often 
notice fellow sheep dogs as 
well.  

Be aware of your surround-
ings.  Look for other people 
exhibiting predatory char-
acteristics, good or bad.  
Do a quick assessment for 
potential threats and exude 
confidence while doing so.  

After you practice this sort 
of awareness in public for a 
few weeks, you will begin to 
do it without even thinking.  
You will notice those potential 
problems and predators and 
can give them a wide berth.  

Remember to put distance 
between yourself and poten-
tial threats.  That reactionary 
gap gives you time to react.  
Time means options and op-
tions mean safety.  

Most importantly, you’ll be 
safer as any criminal worth 
his salt will generally avoid 
folks with a confident de-
meanor.  

Even when you are tired or 
distracted, make it a point to 
be alert and aware when in 
public, watching for anyone or 

anything out of place.  Look 
people in the eye and don’t 
be afraid to say, “hi there”.

Also, part of awareness, you 
must recognize when you are 
in a victim-rich environment.  

Hungry sharks seldom swim 
where there are no fish to 
eat.   Certain locations pro-
vide  more opportune targets 
than others for bad guys to 
ply their trade – specifically 
locations where they can find 
those carrying cash and/or 
those intoxicated.  

ATMs are criminal magnets, 
because, well, that’s where 
the money is and those 
leaving an ATM are probably 
carrying some!  Parking lots 
of bars, strip clubs, casinos or 
pari-mutuel facilities all pro-
vide nice victim pools of those 
with cash and / or those who 
have had a little too much to 
drink. 

Public intoxication is trouble.  
Don’t be drunk in public, even 
if your name is Ron White, 
and doubly so if you are 
alone.

Any “No Gun” zones you 
encountered should be 
considered potential high-risk 
locations, as criminals prefer 
to select their victims from 
unarmed pools of candidates.  
After all, when was the last 
time armed robbers trolled for 
victims outside of a police sta-
tion or shooting range?

While patronizing higher-risk 
establishments, be particular-
ly aware of your surroundings 
while coming and going.  

Remember, no matter where 
you are at, someone may be 
watching you, assessing your 
demeanor and body language 
as part of their victim selec-
tion process.

Be confident and aware and 
you’ll help to keep yourself 
safe.

Body 
language
Use it to your advantage

by Kurt Hoffman
(Gun Rights Examiner) - With tomorrow marking 
the passage of one year since the horrific atroc-
ity of the Sandy Hook Elementary massacre, the 
forcible citizen disarmament zealots can barely 
contain their rage at their agenda’s lackluster 
performance over the past year, after their gleeful 
excitement at the lake of blood of the innocent 
they expected to successfully exploit. U.S. Sen-
ate embarrassment Chris Murphy (D-CT) says 
Congress should be “embarrassed” at not yet 
having succeeded in entirely crushing private gun 
ownership in the U.S.

This is no time for rights advocates to celebrate, 
though. The gun prohibitionist jihad is better 
funded now than it has ever been in the past, and 
while a true grassroots movement might remain 
beyond them, they can afford vast amounts of 
premium-grade astroturf. 

...[T]he executive director of Bloomberg’s “Mayors 
Against Illegal Guns,” some of whose several 
hundred mayors have not yet been convicted of 
serious crimes (and don’t forget the racists), has a 
warning for Americans:

“In 2012, the mayor spent about $10 million 
or so dipping his toe in the water. I guess 
we’ll find out what the whole foot looks like 
in 2014,” said Mark Glaze, Mayors Against 
Illegal Guns’ executive director.

Glaze may be correct that Americans have not 
yet seen Bloomberg’s “whole foot.” We do have a 
pretty good idea of what it’s wrapped in, though.

[Editor’s hint: A jack boot.]

MAIG	head	threatens	America	
with	Bloomberg’s	‘whole	foot’
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News Round-up

Colorado	recall	campaign	fells	
third	Democrat	senator
(Guns Save Life) - Colorado Democrats have 
been watching as gun rights supporters have 
aggressively collected signatures for a recall of 
anti-gun Democratic Senator Evie Hudak.   

If the recall petitioners were successful, and 
Hudak lost the recall race, Republicans would 
have gained control of the State Senate, some-
thing anti-gun Colorado Democrats desperately 
sought to avoid.

As it became clear that the petitioners were 
easily going to surpass the 18,900 needed 
to force the special election, Colorado state 
Democrats pressured Hudak fell on her sword 
and allow Colorado’s Governor to appoint a 
successor and stop the recall process.

Denver Post photo.

Coalition	to	Stop	Gun	Violence:  
An	army	of	bigots
(Guns Save Life) - “Is this the 
America you want to live in?” is the 
title of the above photo posted on 
the Coalition to Stop Gun Violence’s 
Facebook page.

The seething bigotry and hatred from 
the CSGV followers in subsequent 
comments was astounding.  These 
people weren’t hiding behind anony-
mous screen names...  they were 
using their own Facebook pages to 
share their candid bigotry.

A tiny sampling:
Supratim Sanyal: bet none of •	
them will score over 80 in a IQ 
test.
Sue Levins Rockwell: Inbreeding •	
results.
Alfonso Romero: What a future •	
for the childrens. Also parents 
IQ 20.
Bárbara Benerousse: Spay and •	
neuter the parents!!
Manny Gurrola: REDNECKS •	
SUCK
Robert Priester: Buy them a bath •	
tub.
M Grace Tahapary Campbell:  •	
Loony family. Wouldn’t surprise 
me if these kids grow up to be 
murderers.

Mike Lopez: greasy republican •	
shit stains, get a job! so I do not 
have to pay food stamps to comp 
your walmart wages.
Mary Beth McGraw: Inbred •	
much?
Rita Chesterton: Kids don’t ask •	
to be raised like this… control-
ling, racist, uneducated parents 
force it upon them.
Barrie Ann Mason: The lower •	
your IQ, the more kids you have.
Julie Donnella Gill: Another red-•	
neck hillbilly family portrait.
Tedra Soukup: How sad...fear an •	
ignorance taught by parents.
Joyce Short: Is this America or •	
Somalia...
Andrea Mitchell: The crazies out •	
breed us, consistently.
Danya Anderson: an army of lard•	

SICKOS!
Gun	haters	create	video	game	
to reenact Sandy Hook
(National Review) - A new pro-gun-control 
game allows players to reenact last year’s 
Sandy Hook elementary school massacre.

The game, The Slaying of Sandy Hook, has 
players to carry out a bleak, stylized version of 
the shooting, which took the lives of 20 children 
and six adults. Players take on the role of 
Adam Lanza, the perpetrator, and text boxes 
prompt them to pick up a Glock pistol, move 
into the bedroom of Lanza’s mother, Nancy, 
and shoot her four times, just as Lanza did in 
real life. They are then directed to pick up an 
AR-15, ammunition, and Nancy Lanza’s car 
keys.

The game then moves to Sandy Hook Elemen-
tary where players have an 11 minute time-limit 
to kick in classroom and bathroom doors and 
slaughter students and teachers as they flee 
or cower on the ground. There are no voices 
or music; the only sound effects come from 
gunfire and bullets impacting bodies. When 
prompted, players may also end the game by 
committing suicide.

NC gun control rocket scientists turn out a year late... 
and a law short
Kannaplis, NC (GunsSaveLife) - Anti-gun “activists” in 
North Carolina turned out en masse – well, en masse for 
gun control folks meaning less than a dozen agitators 
– to the Kannapolis City Council meeting on December 
9th.  They demanded the local city council vote down an 
ordinance regarding concealed weapons.

The only problem?

The ordinance had been passed a year earlier and the 
city council was merely voting on a minor amendment to 
comply with North Carolina state law.   The proposed amendment passed unanimously.

(Sunshine State News) - A sweeping look at monies spent on advertising for federal gun control 
shows that gun control groups outspent groups like the National Rifle Association (NRA) and Gun 
Owners of America (GOA) at a rate of 7 to 1. 

According to Adage.com, “gun control groups spent $14.1 million on TV advertising” in the months 
following the shooting at Sandy Hook Elementary. On the other end of the spectrum, pro-gun 
groups “only spent $1.9 million.”

Gun	control	groups	outspent	NRA	7	to	1	on	advertising

Don’t	be	too	quick	going	negative	on	“NO	GUNS”	businesses
(GunsSaveLife) -  Anti-gun activists are unilaterally placing “no guns” stickers at entrances of some 
businesses without the knowledge or consent of the store owners.  Be polite when you con-
front managers or owners about that sign in their window announcing “No Guns”.  If they indeed 
intended to post themselves as a high-risk establishment, you can communicate your intentions 
not to return.  If it’s a mistake, they can pull down the sign.  In either event, let us know about any 
Illinois businesses you notice are posted and we’ll give them some publicity.
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Liberty Guns  
“WE ARE EXANDING!”

307 East Second Street * Homer, IL
217 896-8024

e-mail:  drothermel at gunssavelife.com
Tues.	through	Fri.	2p-5p,	Sat.	10-5p.	
If no answer, call: Dean:  217-377-3326

Area’s largest Pro-Shot dealer since 1987.

Full-line gun shop
* Reloading supplies & equipment.
* New, used, consignments wel-
come.
* We’ve got ammo.  
* Now offering Internet sales of 
your consignments.
* Did we mention guns?  We’ve 
got ‘em and special orders are 
welcome.

In Homer on Route 49, turn east at 
the Marathon station and go 1 1/2 
blocks.  We’re on the south side of 

the road.  
Next door to the American Legion.  

Ammo is coming back!
300+ guns in stock!

Lots of Rugers, Glocks and 
Springfield Armory pistols in stock.

Double-tap Derringers arrived!
Come	see	our	growing	retail	space!

BUY LOW COST 
TERM INSURANCE

Local agent - Licensed in IL, IN, TX, FL

U of I Graduate
Veteran - U.S. Army Field Artillery

GSL MEMBER

Call:  
Jimmy Howe
217	369-2112

the swamp, and got into our 
positions by middle morning.  
By my figuring I was about 
100 yards into the cedar 
swamp.  

I stayed on stand hour 
upon hour, and once Bob 
had departed from me as 
we entered the swamp, 
and I never saw any sign 
or sound of him while on 
stand.  Realizing that just 
before dusk is when deer 
tend to move, I stayed as 
late as possible in the hopes 
of getting a deer in the last 
minutes.

As the day got longer (to-
wards dark) the temperature 
dropped.  About a half hour 
before dark,  the precipita-
tion had turned from a fine 
drizzle into fine snow flakes.  
It was beautiful just sitting 
in the quiet woods on a 
deer stand -- as I was able 
to enjoy the tranquillity of 
nature.  I recall that there 
was absolutely no wind, so 
the snow flakes just came 
down slowly -- straight down 
as they fell at a very gentle 
rate.  

When darkness ap-
proached, the entire woods 
just sort of closed in on me 
-- almost like engulfing me 
in a tiny cell.

As the overcast day’s 
light faded quickly, swamp 
changed as the shadows 
grew.  It closed in on me, 
and I don’t think that I could 
see more than five feet in 
any direction.  

At this point, I got up and 
gathered my things.  Once 
I had everything, I reached 
into my pocket and got out 
my compass.  I knew that 
I wanted to get out to the 
road and the waiting pick-
up truck by heading 220 
degrees, and about 3/4 mile.

To my utter amazement 
-- my compass was there 
-- but the needle didn’t work 
or respond.  I realized that 
my cheap 99-cent compass 
from Champaign Surplus 
was broken, so I tried to 
make my way out just from 
memory.  

I tried calling out to Bob and 
heard nothing.  I then made 
a fatal mistake -- of assum-
ing that I could walk in the 
same direction where I had 
last seen Bob, and find him 
-- and a working compass.  

The problem is that in a 
cedar swamp, one has to 
make continual turns and 
body twists just to move as 
far as the eye could see -- 
about five or ten feet in the 
semi-darkness.  The sense 
of turning and climbing over 
downed brush and around 
snarled trees caused me to 

become totally disoriented in 
mere minutes.  

I stopped and told myself 
that the worst nightmare of 
the hunter had happened 
-- I was lost in the woods, at 
night, and without a working 
compass.  I also realized 

by R. E. Klein

About four decades ago 
(in November 1971) I was 
invited to deer hunt on 
Washington Island in Wis-
consin.  Washington Island 
is at the tip of Door County 
Peninsula sticking out into 
Lake Michigan.

It was a special treat the 
invitation was to hunt with 
the local game warden Tom 
Jensen on opening week-
end.  Tom was a jovial guy, 
and I had made his acquain-
tance.  A dream had come 
true -- I was actually deer 
hunting in the north woods.  
Washington Island is known 
for big deer as they have so 
many natural food supplies, 
notably potatoes that they 
dig (so I’ve been told) as 
well as acorns and other 
nuts.  

In those days we were per-
mitted to use rifle, so I had 
a recently acquired Win-
chester 94 in .30-30.  After a 
few days of driving deer, we 

opted to spend a day sitting 
on stands.  Tom took us, 
my brother-in-law, Bob, and 
myself, to a cedar swamp 
on the northern edge of 
Washington Island, and 
gave us simple instructions 
about direction to walk into 
the woods and then to find a 
stump to sit against once in 
the swamp.  

Bob went in with me, and 
we split up.  Bob seemed 
to go in a certain direction 
deeper into the swamp, but I 

lost sight of him.  

The weather was typical 
for northern Wisconsin at 
that time of year -- a light 
mist with overcast skies, 
and temperatures just a bit 
above freezing.  It was a 
cold and still day, as there 
was no sense of wind in any 
direction, and so I couldn’t 
even use wind direction as a 
directional guide.

Bob and I walked through 
open woods and down into 

Lessons in survival outdoors

A	cold	night	in	a	cedar	swamp



There are nearly 2,000 
newly-certified hand-
gun instructors in the 
State of Illinois.  A 
vast majority are new 
to teaching within the 
past year.

The NRA’s pistol 
instructor certification 
course does a fine job 
teaching the would-
be instructors the 
fundamentals of how 

to teach in the class-
room.  GSL Defense 
Training’s Instructor 
Development Course 
will teach instructors 
how to better teach on 
the range.

The course material 
will be geared towards 
the civilian concealed 
carry carry and NRA 
handgun classes, 
although much of 

the material will be 
beneficial to law-en-
forcement instructors 
as well.
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INSTRUCTOR DEVELOPMENT 
COURSE

GSL DEFENSE TRAINING, LLC:  
Firearms Training for Everyone

Topics covered:
Efficient & safe range set-up• 
Dressing for success• 
Medical plans and procedures• 
Range commands & “rules”• 
Calling the line• 
Staffing requirements• 
Squirrel identification and inter-• 
action
Fundamentals of diplomatic • 
communication
Gun, gear and ammo selection • 
issues
Holsters• 
Marksmanship fundamentals• 
Trigger manipulation• 
Fundamentals of the draw stroke• 
Teaching double-action revolv-• 
ers, double-action and striker-
fired semi-autos

Cross-dominance issues• 
Accommodating those with dis-• 
abilities (including visual dis-
abilities)
Overcoming fears of guns and • 
equipment problems

We’ll also have an extensive segment 
on successfully teaching women.

Communication differences with • 
teaching women
Sensory differences• 
Demonstrating spatial relation-• 
ships
Verbal skills with women• 
Four levels of awareness• 
Modifying stances as needed• 
Making sure the gun “fits”• 
Positive reinforcement and gentle • 
correction

Course Date:  Saturday, April 12 9am - 5pm
at DeWitt County Sportsmen’s Club near Clinton, IL

Tuition:  $175 for instructor registrants. 
  $50 for 8-hour Illinois CCW class “student” registrants for this date

Includes lunch, range fees, course materials and more.  Instructor registrants 
will need to bring protective eyes and ears, and a blue training gun and hol-

ster would be helpful.  To register, visit our website and download and submit 
the registration form or call John Boch at 217 649-3702 or John Naese at 217 

840-0246.

GSLDefenseTraining.com

that Bob was nowhere 
around.  I was lost and by 
myself.

My next idea after trying to 
get my composure was to 
take stock of my supplies 
and situation.  I had a rain-
coat, one small flashlight, a 
few matches, a knife, some 
candy bars, my rifle, and 
about a dozen .30-30 shells 
on a plastic pouch on my 
belt.  

I had heard of the idea, 
I suppose from reading 
adventure hunting stories, 
about firing three shots in 
rapid order in the woods as 
a distress signal.  So with 
my .30-30, I levered off 
three shots into the air.

Two things stood out in 
my mind -- I never realized 
how quiet a gunshot can 
be when one is alone in a 
cedar swamp at night -- and 
that there was absolutely 

nothing but silence as a 
reply.  

I waited what seemed to 
be about five minutes -- 
by which time it was now 
completely dark -- and 
I fired off another three 
rounds straight into the air.  
Of course, by then I had 
lost all sense of direction 
so straight up seemed as 
good as any direction to 
discharge the .30-30.

Utter silence was again the 
reply.  By then the steady 
snowfall seemed to pick 
up, and I then turned my 
mind to figuring out a way 
to spend the night without 
being totally miserable.  

I also realized that in 
shooting off two three-shot 
bursts, that my supply of 
ammunition was getting pre-
cariously low.  I simply could 
not afford the luxury of any 
more three shot bursts.

I then realized that I would 
limit myself to a single 
distress shot about every 
ten minutes.  Of course, 
my hope was that my other 

hunting companion, Bob, 
would get a message that 
I wasn’t back at the truck -- 
and try to render some form 
of help.

Then it happened -- I heard 
what I though was the 
sound of a truck horn. By 
hearing a truck horn, I was 
able to move, say, ten or 
twenty feet in that direction 
from which the sound came 
until I again became disori-
ented.  I then stopped and 
listened, and occasionally 
fired off a single shot.

Another a horn sounded 
and I again made another 
ten feet of progress.  This 
process repeated possibly 
for about half an hour.  To 
my amazement, in the dark 
I sensed that I had made it 
out of the swamp and onto 
firm ground.  Half the battle 
was done.

In another fifteen minutes 

a welcome sight came 
into being -- Tom Jensen 
was walking in the woods 
towards me with a Cole-
man lantern.  Tom later 
told me that he had heard 
a few single shots, and 
so he knew which direc-
tion to move.  Also, with a 
compass and light from the 
lantern, he could take a fix 
and continue on that fix.

It seems that Tom had 
realized that I was lost, and 
being a true woodsman, 
went home to his place and 
got a lantern.  First things 
are first -- get the necessary 
equipment before rushing in 
and also getting lost.  

Then and only then did he 
venture into the woods, of 
course after using the horn 
on the truck as a signal 
for me to be able to orient 
myself to.  Tom actually 
didn’t make his move into 
the woods with lantern until 
he had a good fix on my 
direction based on my fired 
shots.

It turns out that I had not re-
alized that my brother-in-law 

Bob had gotten cold and 
had quit hunting by middle 
afternoon.  Not only had 
Bob gone back (to the motel 
room) hours before, he had 
taken the truck, had gone 
into the motel room, took a 
hot shower, and then curled 
up into bed -- fast asleep.  

It was Tom Jensen, the 
game warden, who real-
ized eventually that I was in 
trouble, as Tom then drove 
the truck back to the north 
end of the island to try to 
find me.

LESSONS LEARNED
My commune with nature 
turned from tranquillity to 
utter fright as soon as I real-
ized that I was a prisoner 
in that tiny cell.  It mattered 
little if I were 100 feet from 
civilization, or miles, as the 
reality is that one can only 
see a few feet -- possibly 
five even when shining a 
flashlight.  

Moreover, as one tries to 
take a fix and walk five feet 
to the next point, that one 
has to turn and twist so 
much as to loose all sense 
of direction.  All trees and 
scrub looked different and 
yet the same.  Maintaining 
any sense of direction is 
futile.  In that circumstance 
-- it is imperative that the 
lost hunter admit one vital 
thing -- I AM LOST.

Bob is a nice guy and 
brother-in-law, but that was 
the last time I ever hunted 
with Bob.  

I learned some good les-
sons that day -- the first is 
to have hunting companions 
on whom you can rely -- no 
small task -- and the second 
is to never go into the 
woods unprepared.

From that day on, on every 
hunting trip, I now carry not 
one compass -- but two as 
an absolute minimum.  I 
carry quality compasses, 
not made in Taiwan bar-
gains -- and I also have 
a compass that I pin onto 
my outer garment.  I never 
realized how inefficient one 
can be if one has to take 
off gloves, stop, and dig a 
compass out of a pocket, 
take a fix, and then put the 
compass back and then put 
the gloves back on.

About the Author:  Richard 
E. Klein is a retired engi-
neering professor from the 
University of Illinois and 
former President of Guns 
Save Life.  
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Space is available for advertisements in GunNews 
Magazine.  The current circulation is now 20,000 copies, 
distributed mostly in Illinois.  SIGN UP NOW.  

Ad rates Once    5+ times       One year 
Full page  $250 $200 $150  ($1800 total)
Half page $150 $125 $100    ($1200 total)
Quarter   $100 $80 $65   ($780 total)
Eighth  $65 $50 $40   ($480 total)
Sixteenth $40 $35 $25    ($300 total)
Columns are 12” tall and 2.4” wide.  

Guaranteed four-color ad placement is twice the normal 
rate, as space permits.

Deadline
The first Friday of the month preceding publication.

Ad	Submissions
Ideally, ad should be in electronic format or camera / scan-
ner ready.  If in electronic format, Adobe InDesign (3.0) is 
strongly preferred, although a high-quality Adobe .pdf will 
work.  They can be submitted via email to templar223 at 
comcast.net or via CD or DVD to GunNews, PO Box 51, 
Savoy, Illinois 61874.  

If not in electronic format or camera ready, submit a basic 
description of what the ad should look like (business name, 
address, phone, product lines, prices, hours, message, 
etc) and we will put an ad together for you.

 

Advertising Information

Coming	events  -- to add your event, email johnnaese at frontier.net

UPCOMING	EVENTS	–
January 2014

Appleseed Marksmanship and Heritage 
Events
Feb. 15 & 16 – Central Illinois Precision 
Shooters Range, Bloomington  

This will be a heated, indoor Appleseed, 
for .22 rifles only.  The CIPS Range, lo-
cated on the grounds of Darnall’s Rang-
es west of Bloomington, is an Olympic 
rifle training center.  There is a $25 
range fee, in addition to the Appleseed 
fee (well worth it to shoot indoors in the 
winter; the floor is even heated!).  Lunch 
is available on site for $7 per person, or 
bring your own.  Registration is limited to 
16 shooters.  Gift Certificates are avail-
able at appleseedinfo.org to make the 
price only $48, plus the range fee. 

For info about these Appleseed events:  
www.appleseedinfo.org; or email IL@
appleseedinfo.org; or call 618-458-7745.

Foosland	Sportsmens	Club
Jan. 1 – NEW YEAR’S DAY Breakfast, 6 
am, and Splatterboard Shoot, 8 am. 
Jan 4 & 5 – 16 hour concealed carry 
class
Jan. 10 - Friday night Trap shoot, 6 pm.
Jan 18 & 19 – each day, 8 hour con-
cealed carry class. 
Jan. 24 - Friday night Trap shoot, 6 pm. 
Jan 26 – AR Clinic and Build, 12 pm to 
5 pm. 
For info: www.fooslandsportsmen sclub.
com, Waylena McCulley, waystar@ 
gmail.com, 217-840-0972.

Leroy	Rifle	and	Pistol	Club
Every Thursday Evening, 4pm to 9pm – 
50 bird Trap Derby. Dick Mill er, 309-962-
8102 rcmillerir2001@vahoo.com

St.	Joseph	Sportsman’s	Club
Every Wed (5-10p) & Sat. (noon-4) – 
Trap and skeet shooting, open to the 
public. stjosephsportsmanclub@gmail.
com; or Call (217)469-2768. 

Westville	Sportsmans	Club	
Every Wednesday: Trapshooting Prac-
tice open to the public 6-10pm.  Every 
Saturday:  Trapshooting Games open to 
the public 6-10pm.  Kitchen open both 
nights.  Rifle and Pistol Range open to 
members only during daylight hours.  
$55.00 single/$75.00 family yearly 
memberships available.  nuthinbutdust@
yahoo.com / 217-267-2612.

Danville	Rifle	and	Pistol	Club
Steel Plate Challenge Match – 3rd 
Saturday of each month, March through 
December (weather permitting).  Larry 
Pasquale, 217-443-2050, l.pasquale@
drpc-danville.com.  Range website is 
www.drpc-danville.com/

ISRA	Range,	Bonfield,	IL.
Nov. 24 – ISRA Bullseye League, 8 am, 

Jeff Battaglia, 708-614-1628. 

Darnall’s	Ranges,	Bloomington
Every Tuesday evening, 5 pm to 9 pm – 
50 bird trap derby and games, open to 
the public. 
Tuesday through Thursday and Sunday 
– trap shooting and indoor pistol range 
open to the public 9 am to closing. 
Every Thursday, 5 pm, Tactical IDPA 
League, indoors.
Every Tuesday and Wednesday, NRA 
First Steps pistol, indoors, 6:30 pm. 
Jan. 7 – Illinois 8 hour CCW class
Jan. 11 & 12 – Illinois 16 hour CCW
Jan. 18 - Illinois 8 hour CCW class
Jan. 18 – SASS Cowboy Action match, 
indoors, 9 am.
Jan. 19 – Modern Steel match, indoor, 
9 am.
Jan. 21 - Illinois 8 hour CCW, 8:30 am
Jan. 25 & 26 – Illinois 16 hour CCW
Jan. 26 – IDPA Pistol, outdoors
Jan. 28 - Illinois 8 hour CCW, 8:30 am. 

MEETINGS
Jan.	2	–	Peoria	GSL	Meeting, 
Knights of Columbus Spalding Coun-
cil, 7403 N. Radnor Road, Peoria, IL. 
Dinner and conversation, 5:30 p.m.; 
Meeting 7 p.m. Steve Schnurbusch at 
steve_schnurbusch@hotmail.com
Jan.	2	–	GSL	Effingham	Meeting,	
Effingham Elk’s Club, 2102 S. Banker 
Street, Effingham, IL 62401, 5:30 pm 
social hour, 7 pm meeting.  Don Hus-
key, 217-821-8311.  Don@AllAmeri-
canGunSite.com. 
Jan.	6	-	Sangamon	County	Rifle	
Assn. Meeting, at 6:30 p.m. at 
Supreme Buffet, 2309 S. MacArthur 

Blvd., Springfield. Don Gwinn, Chair-
man. dongwinn at thefiringline.com
Jan.	7	–	GSL	Pontiac	Meeting, VFW, 
Pontiac, IL. Conversation and Dinner, 
6pm; Meeting 7pm. John Gahm, 815-
848-1252, jgahm@mchsi.com.
Jan. 14 - Guns Save Life Meeting 
Rantoul, 6 pm dinner, 7 pmmeeting, 
The Linden, Rantoul, IL. John Boch, 
217 649-3702; templar223@comcast.
net.

Gun Shows
Jan. 5 – Wheaton Gun Show, DuPage 
County Fairgrounds, Wheaton, IL.  Mike 
Holan, 630-365-2808. 
Jan. 12 – Kane County Gun Show, Kane 
Co. Fairgrounds, St. Charles, IL.  Kathy 
Carlson, 815-758-2773. 
Jan. 25 & 26 – Princeton Gun Show, 
Bureau County Fairgrounds, Princeton, 
IL.  Cathy Smith, 309-689-1934. 
Jan. 25 & 26 – Paris American Legion 
Gun Show, Paris, IL.  Bryan, 217-460-
2387. 
Jan. 26 – Woodstock Gun Show, 240 N. 
Throop St., Woodstock, IL.  8 am to 2 
pm.  Clint Zimmerman, 815-338-4826. 

Other Events of Interest
Jan. 4 – Women on Target, Chillicothe 
Sportsmen’s Club.  $55, No FOID 
necessary, No experience necessary.  
815-635-3198. 
Jan. 11 – ISRA Academy, AR 15 Care 
and Maintenance.  414 E. Locust St., 
Chatsworth, IL.  815-635-3198. 
Jan. 25 - ISRA Academy, AR 15 Care 
and Maintenance.  The Lion’s Club, Bon-
field, IL.  815-635-3198. 

Concealed Carry Classes
Jan. 4 & 5 – Granite Security Services, I 
355 and North Ave.  815-714-8855. 
Jan. 4 & 5 – SAFE Gun Permits LLC, 
Roselle, IL.  Craig Celia, info@safegun-
permits.com. 
Jan. 4 & 5 – Illinois Concealed Carry, 
Lions Club, Bonfield, IL.  Tim Dalan, 
815-545-3978. 
Jan. 11 & 12 – SAFE Gun Permits LLC, 
American Legion Post 630, Elburn, IL.  
info@safegunpermits.com. 
Jan. 11 & 12 – Granite Security Servic-
es, I 355 and North Ave.  815-714-8855. 
Jan. 12 – Take Aim, Inc. NRA Basic 
Pistol Class, Gilberts Guns, Gilberts, IL.  
James Carson, 815-761-0929. 
Jan. 18 & 19 – SAFE Gun Permits LLC 
Illinois Concealed Carry class, American 
Legion Hall, Morris, IL.  Craig Celia, 
info@safegunpermits.com. 

Committee	Chairs

Range Development 
committee
Dean	Rothermel
drothermel at gunssavelife.
com   
(217) 834-3093

GunNews Distribution 
Warren Drake 
wdrake at gunssavelife.
com
217-898-9602 

GunNews Editor 
(Submit ideas, articles, 
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letters to the editor)
John Boch
217 649-3702
19 Evergreen Sq
Savoy, IL 61874
templar223 at comcast.net
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Supporting Our Troops &
Our 2nd Amendment Rights

Urbana American Legion Post 71
107 N. Broadway Ave.

Urbana, IL 61801
(217)367-3121

Open Daily 10 am to 2 am. 
THE PUBLIC IS WELCOME!

$100.00 off Banquet rental for GSL members.

URBANA AMERICAN LEGION POST 71
and

SONS OF AMERICAN LEGION
SQUADRON 71

you have guns in the car or not.

The answer is always “NO!”  

It is none of the cop’s business.  Some offi-
cers, even good ones, are poorly trained by 
their departments in how to enforce Illinois 
gun laws.  They may make inappropriate 

arrests.  

Even the most careful gun owner may have 
unknowingly committed a technical viola-
tion of a local ordinance or little-known state 
law.   Do not set yourself up – preserve your 
rights by declining consent to search!

Don’t give officers an excuse to search your 
car, and seize your guns, and wrongfully 
arrest you for a weapons violation when you 
aren’t doing anything wrong!  SAY “NO!” 
whenever they ask if you have a gun in 
your car.  And, always say “NO!” if they ask 
your permission to search your car, or your 
person.

Note:  Terry v. Ohio is the Supreme Court 
case that allows officers to “stop and frisk” 
people for weapons for the officer’s person-
al safety.  However, Terry was based on the 
officer stopping people in high crime areas, 
where the officer has observed the person 
loitering around or otherwise seeming to not 
be engaged in normal, law-abiding activity.  
However, the facts and circumstances do 
not create articulable facts which would jus-
tify the officer to believe a crime has been 
or is being committed.  Such circumstances 
almost never occur with highway stops for 
minor vehicle code violations.

You are required to give the officer your 
driver’s license, your certificate of registra-
tion, and an insurance card for the vehicle.  
Other than that, you don’t have to answer 
any questions.  If the officer insists on 
asking you questions beyond checking if 
this is your current address, and do you 
understand when you are to appear in court 
and where, ask him if you are under arrest.  
If he says “no,” then ask him if you are free 
to go.  If he says “ yes,” then do yourself a 
favor and leave! If you want to get chummy 
with an officer, find him at restaurant some-
place, and sit down with him for dinner and 
conversation. 

Paul Vallandigham, one of the founders of 
Guns Save Life’s predecessor organization 
was a practicing attorney in Champaign 
County, Illinois prior to his death in 2012.

Don’t be a dummy!
Say “NO!” to searches

By Paul Vallandigham
(Reprinted from the January 2004 issue of 
GunNews)

Members and other readers of GunNews 
should understand that the standard traffic 
stop involves offenses where the violation 
is observed by the officer prior to the stop.  
The Supreme Court has previously ruled 
that such traffic stops, absent further facts 
and evidence (like the strong odor of alco-
hol, or marijuana) cannot support a search 
of the vehicle.
Officers wishing to “go fishing” for an arrest 
often attempt to evade this constraint by 
asking drivers for permission to search their 
vehicles.  If the driver says “NO,” they sug-
gest that only people with something to hide 
would refuse the officer the right to search 
their vehicle.

And, if the driver still refuses to give con-
sent to the search, the cops tell the driver 
he will have to interrupt his journey so the 
officer can bring a drug-sniffing dog or get 
a warrant.  Drivers who don’t want to be 
delayed often give in, and permit the search 
to begin. 

IF YOU CONSENT TO THE SEARCH, 
YOU WAIVE YOUR CONSTITUTIONALLY 
PROTECTED RIGHT TO PRIVACY, AND 
TO BE FREE FROM UNREASONABLE 
SEARCHES AND SEIZURES!

DO NOT----- I REPEAT--- DO NOT EVER 

consent to any search by the 
police.  Not of your person, not 
of your car, your boat, or your 
home or office.  Be polite and 
courteous, but firm.

Call your lawyer.  

If the officer moves you, or 
requires you to drive from the place where 
you were stopped to any other location or if 
he holds you for any length of time to obtain 
a search warrant or bring a drug sniffing 
dog, the search will be invalidated, and any 
evidence seized suppressed.

Gun owners should know they may be tar-
geted by a tiny few police officers who be-
lieve civilians should not have guns.  That 
NRA sticker, a gun magazine (even the kind 
you read), or other clues may bring the “Do 
you have any guns or weapons in the car?” 
question.  The question might even come if 
there are no clues whatsoever, regardless if 
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Renew or sign up for a new 
one-year membership in 
Guns Save Life (form on back 
cover), and you can sign up a 
second individual for an an-
nual membership for only $10 
more.  

They will enjoy full member-
ship privileges in Guns Save 

Life, including delivery of 
GunNews to their mailbox 
each month.  Limited time of-
fer.  Enroll now!  No limit on 
this deal.  For example:  sign 
up for a three-year member-
ship or renewal, you can sign 
up three new members for 
$10 each.

A SCREAMING GOOD DEAL:

Sign up a friend for only $10 more...

	

Join Guns Save Life
Name

Address

City                                                                     State             ZIP

Telephone	(for	urgent	alerts	only)																						E-mail

Dues:

Donations:

Is	this	a	gift	membership?  If so, from whom:

_______   $30 - Annual membership
_______   $10 - Sign up a friend bonus
            (with a regular annual membership)
_______   $90 - Three-year membership
_______ $1000 - Life Membership 
_______  $500 - Life Membership Age 65+

_______   Legal Defense Fund donation
_______   Range Acquisition Fund donation
_______   Burma-style Sign Fund donation

_______    Total Enclosed

We encourage anyone who supports civil rights, particularly the civil right of 
self-defense to join with us in our battle to retain and restore our civil rights.  

Clip	this	application	and	mail	it	along	with	your	check	to	
GunsSaveLife.com,	PO	Box	51,	Savoy,	IL	61874.			Thanks!

Do you like GunNews?

Would you like it delivered to your 
house each month?

Join the family today.  It’s just $30 
each year and that allows us to 
continue our good work, including 
publication of GunNews each month.

Membership has its privileges.

*		Discounts	at	some	gun	shops

*		Guns	save	Life	is	a	CMP-eligible	
club.  Visit thecmp.org to see how you 
can order an M1 Garand rifle for $495 
to $695.

*  GunNews	mailed	to	your	house	
each	month.		No more hoping some-
one dropped them off at your favorite 
sporting goods shop or restaurant.

*		Discounts	on	products	and	ser-
vices	from	the	club	and	its	mem-
bers.  Members get it cheaper.

*		Pride	of	ownership	in	our	famous	
highway signs.  Yes, you may call 
them “your own” when telling friends 
about them.

Join the family today.  Welcome 
home!

JOIN THE GUNS SAVE LIFE 
FAMILY TODAY.

SIGN UP HERE.Back  
through the years . . .  

10 Years ago
From the January 2004 issue of GunNews

Bill Smoot, Sr. was our featured speaker at 
the December 2003 Guns Save Life meeting 
in Rantoul, IL.  He brought a phenomenal 
display of museum-quality Springfield Model 
1903 rifles, fine technology from World War 
I that’s still used today for hunting, target 
shooting and recreation.

You don’t have to be 
a helpless victim.

Empower yourself.  Become a gun owner.  Get training.


