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Guns Save Life Meetings
Champaign:  •	 Second Tuesday of month:  Tues., Feb 10th  
Fluid Events, 601 N. Country Fair Drive, Champaign, IL 61821
Pontiac:  •	 First Tuesday of month:  Tuesday, Feb. 3rd 
Pontiac VFW Post 886, 531 W. Lincoln Ave., Pontiac, Illinois 61764
Effingham:		•	 First Thurs. of the month: Thursday, Feb. 5th 
Effingham County Sportsmen’s Club, 14295 N. 1025th Street,  
Effingham, IL 62401
Peoria:  •	 First Thurs. of the month:  Thursday, Feb. 5th 
Peoria Pizza Works, 3921 N. Prospect, Peoria Heights, IL 61616

Dinner, conversation, exhibits at 5:00 p.m.  Meetings at 7 p.m.

Come on out and join us. The public is encouraged to attend!  

Good food and good friends. It’s a lot of fun too!
Meetings are free and open to public.  Dinner is optional.

MUSLIM TERROR:
BE PREPARED,
NOT AFRAID
by John Boch
(Guns Save Life) - The horrendous, co-
ordinated terror attacks in France early in 
January has brought personal security to the 
forefront of a lot of people’s minds.

The Muslim radicals that carried out France’s 
version of 9/11 reportedly acknowledged their 
status as sleeper cells, having at least some 
training prior to carrying out their attacks 
upon innocent civilians.

Rabidly anti-gun Democrat Senator Dianne 
Feinstein acknowledged that she believes 
there are Islamic sleeper cells in America.  
With her access to classified intelligence 
briefs, we’re reading between the lines here 
to mean that there are known cells in our na-
tion and plenty more have probably skulked 
across the southern border undetected.

What’s that mean for you?
It means (more) terror attacks in America 
are coming.  Yeah, our intelligence and law 
enforcement people are pretty good and 
catching these scumbags and interrupting 
their plans to die in a vain attempt to meet 
virgins and little boys ripe for perverted 
sexual enjoyment in the afterlife.  The only 

problem is, once the good guys miss one or 
two of these schemes and America suffers a 
couple of French-style terror attacks, the bad 
guys will likely grow bolder.  What’s worse, 
home-grown hardcore Muslims may develop 
“Sudden Jihadi Syndrome” on their own, 
leading to still more attacks hitting targets of 
opportunity.

The attackers are there to rack up a body 
count	in	the	most	horrific	way	possible.	 
They will slit the throats of victims and throw 
them out of windows for the cameras.  They 
will rape teen and pre-teen girls, in view of 
media cameras where possible, and then slit 
their throats – or worse.  They will use chil-
dren as human shields and they will maim, 
mutilate and defile anything and everything 
they can.  They aren’t going to negotiate, 
unless it’s to buy time to continue to victim-
ize their captives.  They aren’t like American 
spree killers who off themselves when faced 
with the first sign of armed resistance.  These 
savages are there to take as many innocents 
with them, as horrifically as possible, before 
they are killed.

Continued on page 4.
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Burma-style	highway	sign	count:		
24 sets, 10 counties, two states.  
500,000+ sightings per day, 182+ million per year

GUNS SAVE LIFE.com

Guns Save Life
Champaign-Urbana
Guns Save Life Champaign Meeting
January 13, 2015

Welcome
GSL President Bear St. Pierre led the as-
sembled in the Pledge of Allegiance, and 
then had first time guests introduce them-
selves.  We had first time visitors from as 
close as Champaign and Urbana, and from 
sites further afield, such as Arthur, Bloom-
ington, and Chicago.  Thanks for coming!

Bear announced that David Pike has 
agreed to fill the open position on the Board 
of Immediate Past President.  The position 
of Corporate Secretary is still open; if you 
can attend Board meetings, take notes, and 
want to be more active in the organization, 
this could be your opportunity.

Why were those positions open?  Read the 
President’s Report.  

A House Divided Cannot Stand
by Rev. Eric ‘Bear’ St. Pierre, President
 
We can proudly proclaim that the Guns 
Save Life organization ended 2014 with a 
Bang! No pun intended. 

My experience at the helm of Guns Save 
Life has been exciting so far and I believe 
we are moving in the right direction. I’m 
pleased report the Board of Directors ended 
2014 by completing some house cleaning 
and we’re focusing on new and direct goals 
in for the future. 

Some updates from 2014
We officially changed our name from 
Champaign County Rifle Association to 
Guns Save Life, Inc. We have adopted We 
Defend Your Right To Defend Yourself as 
our official Mission Statement. Feel free to 
share that with your friends.

Moreover, we are starting this New Year 
off with hiring the first two outstanding staff 
members of GSL:  Executive Director John 
Boch and Executive Secretary Tammy 
Williams. I can say with confidence we 
have two winners on our team.  They are 
experienced and then some, and are both 
already going above and beyond to get the 
“job” done here at GSL.

Goals for 2015
First up, we’re going to strengthen our 
current satellite meetings and add new 
locations.  Our dream location for a new 
meeting site?  Chicagoland, of course!  
Who wouldn’t like to see a GSL meeting 
supporting and energizing our brothers and 
sisters in the fight in Chicago?  There are 
many who crave freedom as much as we 
do in the Chicagoland area and would love 
to attend a local GSL meeting.  I also have 
a personal goal to bring the GSL recipe for 
success to other states as well.

One more goal:  to grow our philanthropy 
in the years to come.  Our members can be 

proud for what GSL has done in past years 
to facilitate gun ownership and the love of 
shooting among those with little or no expo-
sure to guns.  We’ve helped introduce kids 
(and parents) to gun safety and responsible 
firearms use and we’ve helped support our 
nation’s wounded warriors in their recovery 
from wartime injuries through hunting and 
shooting programs.  Your Board of Directors 
team is working on a best practices solution 
that will benefit everyone involved and allow 
us to help better educate those seeking to 
share with others how to responsibly have 
fun with firearms through shooting sports 
and educate them in other uses of firearms 
and promote firearms safety.

Working together
Perhaps most importantly, as we grow as 
a community of gun owners we need to 
make sure that we are dedicated to working 
together.  As a Christian, I often relate what 
happens in my life to what I have experi-
enced in scripture. And I feel as we grow as 
an organization we can end up on one of 
two paths.

The first path is one that is described in the 
Gospels by Jesus. When Jesus began to 
cast out demons, the established religious 
leaders didn’t like these changes and 
started to grumble that He was casting out 
the demons using Satan’s power. Jesus 
then explains to them that if Satan were 
to cast himself out then Satan’s kingdom 
would be divided and his kingdom would 
come to an end.

Believe it or not GSL has the potential to 
follow this path!  As we grow, things will 
change and some of us will focus on the 
changes rather than the mission.  We may 
begin to grumble to our friends at the table 
during our meeting and then it will spill over 
to the next table until we have a room di-
vided over puzzle pieces rather than united 
for the big picture cause.

On the other hand, we can follow the advice 
laid out in Romans 12:3-8. Here Paul is ex-
plaining to the Roman Christians that they 
shouldn’t think of themselves to be more 
important than their counterparts (other Ro-
man Christians). Paul shares with them that 
like a body they each have their part to do 
and that each part in itself is important, but 
that each part cannot function on its own 
but in turn needs the whole body to reach 
its full potential.   We all have a purpose 
working together, albeit with different roles.  
We reach the same goals much more 
quickly by working together, rather than 
individually.

I hope as members of GSL you will feel the 
need to follow the second path I have laid 
out before you rather then the first. Also if 
you feel you start to have tendency to skip 
over to the divided path know that my door 
is always open and that I am just an email 
or phone call away.

On behalf of Guns Save Life’s Board of Directors, GSL Executive Director John Boch 
(right) presented GSL’s long-time Treasurer Larry Shurbet with a Glock 30S pistol in 
recognition for the thousands of hours he’s donated to the club processing memberships 
and handling other treasurer duties over roughly the last five or six years.  “It works out to 
about ten cents an hour for his work,” Boch quipped.

Thank you, Larry

High Caliber’s Tim Murray talking about opportunities to shoot indoors in Champaign 
County during the intense cold and snow so common in Illinois.

Jeffrey Shuck was our main speaker and delivered a hugely inspirational presentation on 
how you can overcome adversity in life to succeed - and protect and defend your family.  
He was so changed by his first training class that he sought additional training and now 
helps others learn how to safely and effectively protect their loved ones from bad guys.
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I look forward to having a great 2015 with 
you all and hope we can continue to work 
together in harmony.  

Executive Director’s Report
GSL’s new Executive Director John Boch 
addressed the audience, welcoming every-
one on this cold January night.

Illinois	Politics:	 We have a new governor!  
And our old governor, Pat Quinn, com-
muted a 40-year sentence for a man who 
tried to kill four Chicago cops following an 
early morning car stop in 2005.  He fired 
17 rounds at the police officers, wounding 
three.  That’s Pat Quinn:  Hard on law-
abiding gun owners. Soft on would-be cop 
killers.  

Chicago.   Merry Christmas.  One more 
(456) homicide in 2014 over 2013.  The 
bad news is shooting victims were up just 
shy of 20% over 2013.  Chicago isn’t safe.

Chicago	Mayor	Rahm	Emmanuel’s	son	
was	allegedly	robbed and beaten outside 
his home in Chicago.  Second City Cop re-
ports there are holes in his story big enough 
to drive a truck through.  

Nationwide:  Police	are	under	attack and 
scrutiny for employing lawful self-defense 
against violent criminal predators.  Take a 
moment and thank a cop for doing his or 
her job.  Like gun owners, the vast major-
ity of cops are law-abiding good guys.  We 
need to support the people who keep us 
safe and scorn the people who would seek 
to keep you and me helpless while protect-
ing the “rights” of violent predators – people 
like Pat Quinn and his anti-gun friends in 
the Illinois legislature.  

IGOLD is coming up on Wednesday, 
March 18th.   It’s about a week after our 
March meeting.  Mark it on your calen-
dar.  Lt. Col. David Grossman will be the 
featured speaker.  He is brilliant on mindset 
issues!  

Also coming up:  Our	March	speaker	will	
be	the	IDNR	Deputy	Police	Chief	Joe	
Morelock.	 He’s going to talk, among other 
things, about mindset issues in carrying 
firearms and surviving deadly force encoun-
ters, both in public and at home.  

Be sure to visit our website - and leave 
comments!  Even if it’s just “I agree” or “I 
disagree”, more comments means more 
traffic and more eyes on the news that we 
want to get out there.  

Tech Time
Tim Murray
High Caliber Indoor Shooting Range, 
Urbana, IL
High Caliber has been open for nearly a 
year, and Tim filled us in on some of the 
ins and outs of running an indoor shooting 
facility.  He also briefed us on opportunities 
available, and answered questions.  

One of the big deals in running a new 
indoor range in the modern regulatory 
climate is keeping up with the environmen-
tal regulations.  As of December 9, after 
just nine months of business, High Caliber 
has recycled 6 tons of lead and 2.5 tons 
of brass.  They have also had over 5000 
individual shooters who have shot at least 
once at their range.  

One of the newer things at High Caliber 
is the expanded selection of rental guns.  
Tim said guns are kind of like shoes; you 
usually want to try them on before buying 
them.  The range now has over 50 guns, of 
all types, for rent, including some “top shelf” 
models.  

The range will also be hosting shooting 
leagues, including spring and summer ses-
sions of the Glock Shooting Sports Founda-
tion League.  

New pricing makes range membership a 
more attractive option.  You can shoot on 
the range without being a member for $10 
per half hour, but if you make more than 10 
trips a year to the range, you’ll be money 
ahead to become a member.  Members can 
shoot unlimited hours during the week, and 
can reserve times, like golfers reserve tee 
times.  

The range also offers classes, with varying 
days and hours to accommodate different 
student schedules.  In addition to basic 
and advanced handgun classes and CCW 
training, they offer other courses, such as a 
“mindset” course in the style of Dave Gross-
man.  

On their range, they have the ability to 
blackout, flashlight, and low-light training.  
They also have a laser simulator room, 
where they can run interactive scenarios, 
with instructor critique.  

The range will soon be certified as a train-
ing site for PERC cards (the credential 
carried by security guards, armored car 
guards, and such).  

There are some limitations.  Mostly 
because of environmental paperwork, no 
black powder, steel core bullets or steel 
case cartridges, and no personal reloads 
are allowed.  You can bring your own ammo 
as long as it meets the requirements, or you 
can buy ammo on site.  

Range Safety Officers are plentiful, and 
everything on the range is recorded on 
video, so if you do something unsafe it will 
be seen, and really unsafe stuff will get you 
banned from the range.  The big one here is 
crossing the red line; Tim has seen people 
crawl across the red line to retrieve items, 
while live fire was going on in the next 
booth.  That’s a big no-no.  

Future plans for the range include an ex-
pansion to add a “tactical” range, defined as 
a range where you can shoot in more than 
one direction.  

Tim and his RSO’s answered questions and 
talked to people after the meeting as well.  
We thank him for his presentation.  

Main Speaker
Jeff	Shuck
Guns and Disabilities
Jeff is an attorney from the Springfield area.  
He noted, however, that he has neither 
horns nor a forked tongue.  He is actually 
a Deputy General Counsel for the State of 
Illinois, specializing in employment law.  

But that’s not why he was here tonight.  He 
came to tell us about living with a disability, 
and learning to be able to protect himself 
and his family despite any physical limita-

Coming Next Month:

The good folks at America’s oldest gun 
manufacturer will join us in February, telling 
us about their company’s fabled history and 
bringing a nice selection fo guns from their 
product line.  Come early to get your hands 
on lots of product samples!  

tions.  

Jeff said he underwent a transformation in 
the last few years.  He took a class from
 GSL Defense Training, and found that “I 
didn’t know how much I didn’t know”.  

GSL Defense Training’s instructor Jeff 
Shuck was our featured speaker.

He was bitten by the bug, however.  He 
took more advanced classes, and then 
instructor classes, and now he’s an instruc-
tor with GSL Defense Training.  “I didn’t see 
the transformation coming,” he said.  

As a teenager, Jeff said he had his life 
all planned out.  He was going to the Air 
Force Academy after high school.  That all 
changed when he was a senior, and had a 
near-death experience as he rolled his car 
down an embankment, and it rolled over 
him, crushing vertebrae in his back and 
leaving him wheelchair bound.  He had to 
change plans.  

Continued on page 4.
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Guns Save Life Board of Directors Minutes 
will return next month.  

Instead of the Air Force, Jeff went to the 
University of Illinois at Champaign-Urbana.  
In addition to his law studies, he became 
an avid wheelchair sports enthusiast.  After 
several years of that, he said, “My shoul-
ders got old”.  

He switched to another hobby:  Jeeping.  
He became well-versed in the art of four 
wheel drive vehicles, learning mechanics 
and welding to further that avocation, modi-
fying his Jeeps to run with hand controls.  
(To this day, he drives a substantial four 
wheel drive vehicle).  

Jeff explained that during all those years, 
he did what he put his mind to, without re-
gard to his disability.  But a few years ago, 
he realized that he had ignored the fact 
that he couldn’t defend himself or his fam-
ily.  (He is married and has twin sons that 
recently turned 14).  So he took his first 
firearms class.  The biggest thing he got 
from that class, he said, was a feeling of 
confidence.  He felt he had to help others 
experience that feeling, and that’s when he 
decided to become a firearms instructor.  

Some of his best moments instructing are 
when he is able to help others with some 
limitation.  He recalled an older gentle-
man who had suffered a stroke, making 
his strong side hand of very limited use.  
He took the class, concentrated on the 
fundamentals, and learned to shoot well 
with his non-dominant hand.  He overcame 
the disability.  

As we age, we all become disabled to a 
certain extent, or at least differently-abled.  
From one point of view, old age is a disabil-
ity.  From a different point of view, however, 
it just gives you a chance to experience 
things differently.  Open your mind and 

try new things.  Just because you may be 
getting older or differently abled does not 
require you to give up or not try.  No mat-
ter what challenges you face, don’t take 
the word of others on what you can’t do; 
explore it and try it.  

Jeff answered many audience questions, 
and we thank him for making the trip and 
for his upbeat, inspiring “can do” attitude.  

Prizes
The meeting concluded, as usual, with a 
couple of dozen lucky audience members 
having their numbers drawn and getting 
the opportunity to choose door prizes, and 
our gun of the month drawing.  Thanks to 
all who purchased tickets.  See you next 
month!

Urbana	Police	hiring	and	military	veter-
ans.
Our friends at the Urbana American Legion 
Post 71 brought to our attention how a 
handful of area residents are encourag-
ing the Urbana City Council to reject local 
police officer applicants if they are former 
military.  The residents believe that veter-
ans are unsuitable to the job because of 
mental instability issues.

The Legion us urging everyong to contact 
Urbana’s Mayor Laurel Prussing and the 
rest of the city council to voice their opposi-
tion to this proposal to discriminate against 
those who have served our nation.

Mayor Laurel Prussing
Urbana City Building
400 South Vine Street
Urbana, IL 61801
llprussing@urbanaillinois.us
(217) 384-2456

Continued from front page.

YOU	are	the	first	re-
sponder.  What’s worse, 
especially in Illinois and 
in other anti-gun states, 
you’re probably going to be 
running solo.  These guys 
aren’t stupid.  They will 
pick targets of religious or 
social significance, be they 
religious institutions, Jewish-
owned businesses, or public 
facilities such as schools, 
day cares or even hospitals.  
They will be drawn to loca-
tions where gun possession 
for law-abiding civilians is 
generally prohibited.  If I 
were Jewish, I’d carry my 
gun anytime I was within a 
mile of my temple and I’d 
carry two if I went inside, 
irrespective of any “no guns” 
signage. Even as a gentile, I 
carry my gun everyday.  You 
should too.  Especially in 
Illinois and any other state 
where there is a paucity of 
concealed carry licensees.

Islamic	jihadists	are	likely	
to	be	well-armed,	plentiful,	
and they may be trained 
as	well.	 More bad news, 
Kemosabe.  Islamic jihadists 
aren’t like your local street 
thug who has a gun that 
might not shoot or won’t 
shoot more than a shot or 
two before malfunctioning.  
Islamic killers are going to 
be bringing long guns to the 
party and probably whack-
job friends with long guns as 
well.  They may also have 
the benefit of explosives and 
formal terror training as well.  
You’re going to be carrying 
your everyday carry gun.

You ARE carrying your gun 
today, right?  The one you 
practice with from time to 
time.  You’re not?  Well, 
sorry.  Sucks to be you.

Even if you’re carrying your 
sidearm, you’re behind the 
eight-ball because the bad 
guys are probably going 
to have long guns.  Why 
would they bring handguns 
if they’re looking at run-

ning up the body counts?   
They may be wearing body 
armor they’ve purchased 
in anticipation of this day.  
They may well have had 
training overseas or even 
domestically from Muslim-
run facilities.

They aren’t going to be like 
your average hoodlum from 
Chicago’s south side who 
will go big potty in his shorts 
and run out of his shoes like 
his hair is on fire at the sight 
of a victim pulling a pistola.  
These guys are going to be 
true believers, dedicated to 
meeting their virgin girls and 
young boys in the afterlife.

What	should	you	do	
as	a	reasonable	and	
prudent person?
You can practice denial, but 
that wouldn’t be reason-
able or prudent.  Denial, 
of course, has no survival 
value.

Instead, think and act pro-
actively.

Be	aware	of	your	sur-
roundings.  Pay attention to 
those around you and what 
they are doing.  Know where 
your exits are and where 
cover and/or concealment 
is when you’re in public.  
Situational awareness is the 
single best thing you can 
do to keep yourself safe, be 
it from domestic hoodlums 
or foreign Muslims looking 
to kill in the name of their 
“Allah”.

Some people will tell 
you that you can’t profile 
potential attackers.  Horse 
dung.  That 70-year-old, 
blue-haired woman with 
the walker isn’t going to go 
all Sudden Jihadi on you, 
and neither is that teenager 
glued to his smart phone 
or the Amish family in the 
passenger van at the local 
Walmart.

Carry your darned gun.  
If you want to carry a .380 

pocket pistol, fine.  Carry it 
as a backup to a more sub-
stantial gun.  Pistol rounds 
suck at stopping bad guys.  
They suck worse if the bad 
guy is wearing armor and 
you have to score head 
shots to take them out – or 
shots to the groin to slow 
them down.  Which brings 
us to…

Carry extra ammunition 
and	a	flashlight.  This 
should go without saying.

Consider carrying a “trunk 
gun”.  If you’re invited to 
a gun fight and you can’t 
decline the invitation, bring a 
long gun.  Bring friends with 
long guns.  Unfortunately, 
you may be short of friends 
with long guns, so make 
the best of what you’ve got.  
It’s far better to shoot some 
armed Muslim barbarian 
intent on terrorizing the 
innocent with a high-power 
rifle than your cell phone 
camera.

Yes, the odds are against 
you ever running into a 
radical Muslim waging jihad 
face-to-face and let’s hope it 
stays that way.

The odds are against you 
having a fire in your home, 
too, yet you still have smoke 
detectors and fire extin-
guishers, right?

MUSLIM TERROR:  Be prepared, not afraid

Meeting business
Continued from page 3.

GSL’s President Bear St. Pierre with Pat Kelly, winner of GSL’s monthly giveaway gun, 
a Savage self-defense pump 12 gauge.  The social shotgun perfect for a trunk gun or to 
discourage unwelcome miscreants posing a lethal threat.  

“Honey, I won it!”
Happiness	is	(winning)	a	new	gun
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Guns Save Life 

400 Guns In Stock!

It’s not hard to get to the Effingham Sportsmen’s Club for the GSL South Meeting!  
In Effingham, get off I-57 at Fayette Ave. and go east to pick up Route 32/33, or just get 
onto that route at the Keller Ave. exit.  Go northwest-ish until you find the BP gas station, 
then turn south.  

SPECIAL NOTICE:  
The next meeting of GSL South 
will be February 5, 2015, at the 
Effingham Sportmen’s Club.  

There will be no meeting in March 
to avoid conflicting with the Friends 
of the NRA Banquet which is held 
on the same evening.  

Due to falling on New Year’s Day, there was 
no January meeting of GSL South at Effing-
ham.  The February 5 meeting will feature...

Tech Time:  Fossil Creek Bob and Old 
Pathfinder will talk about Cowboy Action 
Shooting and the Wild Bunch. 

Main Speaker:  The featured speaker for 
the evening will be Dan Hecht Jr. talking 
about his annual youth quail hunt open to 
all youth. 

Now	Even	Better:		We now have a PA 
system, so come on out and really hear 
the speakers.  And of course, since we’re 
big believers in “one gun a month” we’ll be 
giving one away.  For just the cost of a $5 
drawing ticket, you could walk away (after 
the requisite legalities) with a new gun!  

Effingham

(Guns Save Life) - They are persistent, 
much like rats in the big city, not only in 
their destructive (to freedom) work, but also 
in their procreation.

Paid anti-gun lobbyists have created 
a(nother) new gun grabbing group to strip 
Americans of their God-given rights.  The 
American State Legislators for Gun Vio-
lence Prevention group is new.  Really new.  
Their website was registered December 
5th, 2014.

Interestingly enough, they must not have 
a lot of confidence they will be around for 
long, because they only registered the web 
site domain name aslgvp.org for a single 
year.

This new group claims 200 state legislature 
across America belong, but only 4% had the 
courage to appear in public at the inaugural 
press conference announcing the creation 
of the cabal.  The rest of the membership is 
“secret”.  Why are they so secretive?

Because they fear the political backlash of 
their unpopular beliefs and views and they 

have to lie to the American public to retain 
their jobs.

And the 4% who showed up?  They are 
nothing but two-bit attention whores seek-
ing camera time to advance their going-
nowhere, doing-nothing political careers.

These people are craven political hacks.

But it does further illustrate the change in 
tactics of the gun grabber leftists who seek 
to control every aspect of Americans’ lives.  
They have gotten nowhere at the federal 
level with their big efforts to ban America’s 
favorite rifle and every gun like it, and a 
host of other freedom-crushing initiatives, 
so they are moving to the state level to 
nibble around for some crumbs in state 
legislatures.

The secrecy of their membership goes a 
long way to showing how these political 
hacks are ultimately cowards, relying on 
deception and lies to hide their true political 
beliefs because they don’t have the cour-
age to run on their beliefs.

New	super-secret	cabal	of	anti-gun	political	hacks	
form	new	gun	control	clan

Join Guns Save Life today.
Sign up a friend for just $10 more.

See back cover for details!
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Sangamon County 
Rifle Association
www.sangamoncorifleassociation.org

Don Gwinn, Chairman  
don.m.gwinn@gmail.com

(217) 502-2452

Regular monthly meetings take 
place the first Monday of each 

month at 6:30 p.m.

KC	Banquet	Hall
2200 S. Meadowbrook Rd

Springfield, Illinois  

The next meeting of the Sangamon 
County Rifle Association will be on 

Monday, Feb. 2
Come out and join us!  The public is 

encouraged to attend.  It’s fun.

SANGAMON CO. RIFLE ASSOCIATION
“Right Reason on Second Amendment Rights”

Joe	DeBergalis	is	also:		
- A Longtime Member of 

Guns Save Life
- An Avid Reader of GunNews

-	Vice	President,	New	
York	State	Rifle	and	Pistol	

Association 

What	Joe	has	to	say	about	
GunNews:		

“I read each edition every 
month to keep abreast of 

everything that is going on in 
the great state of Illinois with 

regards to our God-given 
rights.”  

If you are a NRA Life of consecutive five year or more Annual Member, the ballots will 
appear in the February NRA magazine of choice.  That magazine will appear in your 
mailbox in mid-January, 2015.  If you choose to receive your magazine electronically, 
look for the ballot to be mailed to you via USPS around the same time.

NRA Voting Members:  Please Re-Elect Joe D. 
in the upcoming NRA Board Election.  

paid advertisement

New	Year,	Promising	Year
On Monday, January 5th, Sangamon Coun-
ty Rifle Association clambered up onto 2015 
and took a look around. So far, the new 
year promises some fun meetings and cool 
events, lots to learn, lots to play, lots to win . 
. . and maybe some new political battles.

Senator Sam McCann 
Longtime friend of the SCRA, Sen. Sam 
McCann, dropped in for a surprise visit 
and took questions from the peanut gallery 
before heading back out into the snow to 
another engagement. It seems that the 
18-month cease-fire on gun issues in the 
General Assembly may be coming to an 
end soon. McCann pointed out that Illinois’ 
Firearm Concealed Carry Act is “far from 
perfect” and suggested several changes. 

CCL Fees
Asked whether CCL application fees will be 
lowered, the Senator answered that “we’re 
hearing about it from groups like yours, 
and I want it,” but stopped short of promis-
ing progress on the issue. Illinois has the 
most costly shall-issue license in the nation 
when application fees and training costs are 
combined, but of course, that didn’t happen 
by accident, and the same legislators and 
groups that pushed the costs as high as 
they possibly could will fight to keep the 
price high. 

Reciprocity?
McCann also mentioned a discussion 
of reciprocity with a state legislator from 
Pennsylvania. Could we soon see legisla-
tors open to reciprocity reform? McCann 
is clearly up for it, but at the moment he’s 
working on a bill to consolidate the Illinois 
FOID and the CCL into one license. The 
Senator wasn’t ready to share specific lan-
guage yet, but it’s encouraging to see leg-
islators beginning to speak publicly about 
reforming the concealed carry act now that 
it’s had a year to work. Of course, as nice 
as it is to hear that pro-gun legislators might 
be gearing up to get back to work, it likely 
means that opponents are making new 
plans, too.

Lawsuit News 
Our good friend and Director of Outreach, 
Josh Witkowski, brought us up to date on a 
variety of issues, including a new lawsuit on 
behalf of the families of victims of the Sandy 
Hook mass murder against Bushmaster 
Firearms International. The suit doesn’t 
seem like it has much chance of winning 
in the courts; the idea that a company can 
be forced to pay because someone used 
its product to commit a crime was already 
a legal loser a decade ago, before it was 
prohibited by the Protection of Lawful Com-
merce in Arms Act. But, in Josh’s analysis, 
the current lawsuit is a new twist on the 
suits brought in the early 2000’s. Those 
suits were brought with a faint hope of 
winning, but were widely seen as attempts 
to harass and drain gun manufacturers of 
money and resources, win or lose. This 
newest suit, Josh believes, was likely 
brought with no hope of a legal victory 
whatsoever--but as a vehicle to drum up 
support for a new “Assault Weapons Ban,” 
a defeat could be of more use, anyway. 

Be Ready 
Josh’s advice is to keep a close eye on the 
case’s progress and be ready to respond to 
press coverage. As anti-gun groups give up 
on sweeping federal legislation in the wake 
of their legislative and electoral losses, 
they’re shifting their emphasis to new media 
projects and state and local initiatives. It 
wouldn’t be smart to underestimate them 
as they probe for weakness and try to build 
a movement; Illinois is likely to remain a 
battleground.

Tech	Time	-	Twin	Toys
Jay Ater brought in the twin set of Beretta 
Neos .22 pistols that he shares with his 
wife. Both are new, and the factory fea-
tures are identical--two blowback-operated, 
single-action pistols with 10-round maga-
zines, adjustable sights and integral rails 
designed to mount optical sights. But in a 
heartwarming holiday story right out of an 
O. Henry collection, one was purchased as 
a gift for Jay’s wife and the other just sort 
of made its way into the deal, and a couple 
of small touches set the twins apart. Jay’s 
gun is finished in black and matte silver 
and runs on the stock adjustable open 
sights, while his better half claimed the 
black-and-purple version and added a small 
reflex optical sight for faster fun. Everybody 
involved seems happy with the results; Jay 
reports that both pistols are reliable and 
“will shoot right there with a Ruger” in terms 
of accuracy. Win-win, in other words!

Next Month’s Meeting 
Next time SCRA meets (Monday, February 
2nd at 6:30) we’ll be discussing Illinois Gun 
Owners’ Lobbying Day coming up on March 
18th, and we may be hearing from some 
local ranges. Come on out and join us!

State Senator Sam McCann

Jay Ater of Jacksonville showing off his 
wife’s purple Beretta Neos .22 with a reflex 
sight

S C R A
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CCW Insurance
Do you need it?  
Which product is best for you?
by John Boch
Search Google for CCW insurance and 
you’ll get lots of options, including one for 
Obamacare.  You probably already know 
Obamacare isn’t going to help you if you 
use force in self-defense.  

That leaves you stuck figuring out which 
company or option, if any, is right for you.

Do you need it?
In a perfect world, if you’ve acted to the 
standard by which you will be judged, you 
won’t need this coverage because you 
won’t be arrested or charged.  Unfortunate-
ly, the world isn’t a perfect place.  

Unless you’ve got tens of thousands of 
dollars in spare cash in your bank account, 
or a healthy home equity line of credit to 
draw from, you should think long and hard 
spending a few bucks to protect your family 
from financially devastating legal bills and 
possible judgements.

What they are.
First up, the term “insurance” in this in-
stance is a bit misleading.  “Insurance” typi-
cally doesn’t cover willful acts and shooting 
some dirtbag who is trying to rape your 
daughter and/or slit your throat is certainly 
very much a willful act.  

You face risk from two fronts: criminal 
charges and civil lawsuits.

Your homeowners insurance not only isn’t 
going to cover your criminal legal defense 
costs, it’s probably not going to cover any-
thing on the civil side either.  Talk with your 
insurance rep to be sure.

There is some good news though!  It’s 
worth noting that should the authorities 
deem your use of deadly force lawful in 
Illinois, state law gives you limited immunity 
from lawsuits filed by the bad actors or their 
next-of-kin.  Not all states have similar laws.

CCW “insurance” is specifically set up 
to pay members’ legal defense costs for 
criminal and civil proceedings relating to the 
lawful use of deadly force (be it a firearm, 
knife or other deadly weapon).

Most plans and programs also have a 
network of competent attorneys throughout 
the nation.  So, if you’re forced to perforate 

some guy robbing you at a gas station in 
Montgomery, Alabama while you are on 
your vacation, they can retain a local crimi-
nal defense attorney right away.

Most plans also include other benefits, 
including coverage for expert witnesses and 
educational materials and videos.  Some 
offer some bail coverage, but most won’t be 
nearly enough.

Most also offer varying degrees of proection 
in unlikely event you lose a lawsuit over a 
self-defense incident.

One area they differ sharply is when they 
pay and what they will pay for.  Almost all of 
the companies will pay $5-10k+ up front to 
start your criminal defense and the rest is 
described as “criminal defense reimburse-
ment”.  In other words, they reimburse 
you after your acquittal and appeals are 
exhausted.  If you’re like me, you don’t have 
$50,000 to spend while the trial process 
drags on ad nauseum.

On the civil suit side, they will all pay legal 
defense costs up front. 

The Armed Citizens Legal Defense Network 
offers grants up front to pay for criminal le-
gal defense costs - if their panel of experts, 
including Massad Ayoob, John Farnam, 
Dennis Teuller and other notables evaluate 
your case and find your actions righteous.   

One drawback of ACLDN is that while they 
will pay to defend against civil lawsuits, they 
won’t pay any judgements in the unlikely 
even you should lose.  The other com-
panies will offer limited coverage against 
judgements, depending on how much 
coverage you want to buy.

Spouses?
More good news:  many of the companies 
offer a sharp discount for spouses or other 
household members to join for as little as 
$50 more per person.

Confused yet?
Complicated, isn’t it?  Yes, it is.

In the end, it’s your bacon and your as-
sets on the line.  You need to do your own 
homework and decide which option is best 
for you.

Some	of	the	players		in alphabetical order

Affordable	Insurance	Experts:		Wiscon-
sin-based. 

Armed	Citizens	Legal	Defense	Network:  
Pays up front, before verdict, for criminal 
defense for incidents deemed righteous.  
Membership includes educational DVDs, 
including some lectures by noted expert 
Massad Ayoob, and a good electronic 
newsletter.

CCW Safe:  They tout coverage of bail 
bonds up to $250k for all membership 
levels and they also cover adminstrative 
actions against your CCW license.

NRA	/	Lockton	Affinity:	 The usual 
coverages, plus bodily injury and property 
damage coverage that may or may not be 
covered by others.  A bit pricey compared 
to others.

Spriska:		Specialty	Risk	of	America:		
They offer packages for both CCW licens-
ees and for non-CCW Illinois Firearm 
Owner ID-holders looking for coverage.  

Second	Call	Defense:  Founded by gun 
rights activist and current head of Buckeye 
Firearms Association.  

US	Concealed	Carry	Association:  Excel-
lent bi-monthly full-color, glossy magazine 
for members and access to video library.  

URBANA AMERICAN 
LEGION POST 71

and
SONS OF 

AMERICAN LEGION
SQUADRON 71

Supporting Our Troops &
Our 2nd Amendment Rights

Urbana American Legion Post 71
107 N. Broadway Ave.

Urbana, IL 61801
(217)367-3121

Open Daily 10 am to 2 am. 
THE PUBLIC IS WELCOME!

$100.00 off Banquet rental for GSL members.

Central	Illinois’	Largest
GUN AUCTIONS

2601	Lakeland	Blvd.,	Mattoon,	IL	

Also, consignment and estate auctions.  Consignments welcome! 
Complete	listings	&	photos	at	www.bauerauction.com

Next big gun auction:  July 20th, 2014
Ron Baker FFL  (217) 273-5056
Bauer Auction (217) 259-5956

Lic. #440000242  
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Peoria!

333 DERBY STREET
PEKIN, IL

309-353-7522BUY-SELL-
TRADE 

GUNS, NEW 
AND USED

LARGE 
VARIETY OF 
RELOADING 

COMPONENTS

Over 800 Guns in Inventory!

DAVE’S 
TRADING POST

Storage Containers
And	Trailers

For Rent or Sale
Delivered to your site

20’ or 40’ Long - 8’ Wide
MEL	PRICE	&	CO.

1938	Bowman	Ave.
Danville,	IL	61832

217-442-9092

Because our normal meeting date fell on 
New Year’s Day, there  was no January 
meeting of GSL in Peoria.  Our next meet-
ing will be February 5.  

Main Speaker:  Not finalized at press time.  

Tech Time:  FN PS90 and the 5.7 Cartridge

ALSO - GSL will be hosting a table at the 
MGCA Gun Show at the Central Illinois Civ-
ic Center in East Peoria, Ill. The civic center 
is located on Washington road on the west 
side of Sunnyland.  Dates are February 7 
and 8, 2015.  Contact Steve Schnurbusch 
to help!  Thanks.

Go see American Sniper

by John Boch
Go see American Sniper.  

The movie is destined to be a classic.  It is 
masterfully crafted, with great acting and 
unrelenting action.  It shows the ugliness of 
war and what it does both to the bad guys 
and the good guys.

It’s dirty, gripping and it will shake you.

It’s a story of tremendous courage, pa-
triotism, camaraderie and looking out for 
others who can’t protect themselves.   It’s a 
must-see film in a world where “must see” is 
vastly overused.  Take your kids and grand-
kids.  In a world where the mainstream 
entertainment industry worships dirtbags 

like Justin Beiber and Snoop Dog, go show 
them what a real role model looks like.  
Chris Kyle drips morality, ethics, confidence 
and patriotism.  He’s a worthy role model 
we can all aspire to become.

As we wrote earlier, the movie celebrates 
American greatness and the selfless sac-
rifice of our servicemen and women in the 
fight against Muslims waging war on civili-
zation as we know it.  It features the story of 
a highly decorated American hero using his 
gun to save American lives.

Because of that, it’s a story and movie gun-
hating liberals will hate with a bitter, rancid 
fury.  

The movie has been nominated for a slew 
of awards and is in theaters Friday, January 
16th.

Go see it.

It will be an emotional experience.

Don’t let Chris Kyle’s memory fade.
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March	13th,	14th	&	15th

Dewitt County Sportsman’s Club
Clinton, IL

Now seeking new members.  ACT NOW!
Come join a growing club, with dual, independent ranges, a 
nice clubhouse and permissive rules which allow shooters to 
practice shooting from holsters, double-taps and so forth.  
Centrally located on Route 10, six miles east of Clinton, 
IL (15423 State Highway 10).  Great people and a warm atmo-
sphere.  Facilities include a 100 yard rifle range range, hand-
gun range, clubhouse, and more.  An archery range is also 
available.  Dues are $50/year plus two work days.

You can download an application at our website: dewittcoun-
tysc.com  or by mailing a request to Dewitt Co. Sportsman’s 
Club; PO Box 322; Clinton, IL 61727 

Looking for a place to shoot?

Ruger 10/22 Gun drawing!
Win a Ruger 10/22 50th Anniversary model with 10 & 25-
round magazines and 333 rounds of .22LR ammo!  New in box.
Tickets are $5 each and available at the club breakfasts, or by 
mail.  Send a SASE and a check to DCSC, PO Box 322, Clinton, 
IL 61727.  Proceeds to our roof replacement fund.

ALL YOU CAN EAT BREAKFAST - $5 - 8:30 AM
First & third Sunday each month.  Open to public!

Chicago:  Home to Illinois’ 
strictest gun control laws

CHICAGO ISN’T SAFE

“It was like Braveheart”
NO	GUNS	Navy	Pier	wildings,	shootings
(NBC Chicago) – A pregnant female was hospitalized and 
five people were arrested after a fight Friday night [Decem-
ber 26th] at Navy Pier, officials said.

At about 7:45 p.m, officers responded to the disturbance 
involving about 30 people at the popular tourist destination, 
police said. Five people were later arrested for reckless 
conduct, police said.

…Kushal Sharma, a Navy Pier worker who sells souvenirs, 
said he saw about 100 teenagers involved in about eight 
separate fights.

“It was like Braveheart,” said Sharma, referencing a movie 
about a medieval war.

[Editor:  Second City cop reported numerous shots were 
fired, scads of tourists were robbed and/or assaulted as 
young black youths rampaged.  Sun-Times photo.]

Mayor’s	son	(allegedly)	
robbed outside residence
Chicago (DNAInfo) — Mayor Rahm 
Emanuel’s teenage son was injured 
during a robbery near his home Fri-
day night, a City Hall spokeswoman 
confirmed.

Two men approached a juvenile male 
in the 4200 block of North Hermitage 
Avenue about 10:05 p.m., said Of-
ficer Janel Sedevic, a Chicago Police 
spokeswoman. Police did not provide 
the boy’s age.

[Editor’s note:  Second City Cop 
reports that there are holes in the 
boy’s story big enough to drive a truck 
through.  Including the claim by the 
boy that he was talking to his college 
admission advisor...  at 10:05pm on a 
Friday night.]

NO	GUNS	sign	fails	to	
stop	multiple-shooting	at	
mass transit station
(CBS) – A shooting at a CTA Red Line 
station late Wednesday night ended 
with two people in critical condition.

…The woman, 41, was shot in the 
knee and stomach and the man 
25, was hit in the chest. They were 
both taken to the hospital in critical 
condition. Another man was, 24, also 
hurt by flying glass and was in stable 
condition.

[Editor’s note:  Note the “NO GUNS” 
sign on the left column in the photo 
from Weasel Zippers.]

Democrat Gov. Pat Quinn 
commutes	would-be	cop	
killer’s	40-year	sentence
(Chicago Tribune) - In his final min-
utes in office Monday, Gov. Pat Quinn 
granted 43 clemency petitions...

Quinn commuted the 40-year sen-
tence of Howard Morgan, who was 
convicted of shooting at four Chicago 
police officers during an early morning 
traffic stop in 2005 in the Lawndale 
neighborhood. Morgan, who was a 
Chicago police officer before becom-
ing a railroad cop, claimed he was 
the victim of overzealous officers. But 
police said Morgan fired at them first, 
and testimony indicated he fired 17 
times, while he was hit more than two 
dozen times.

[Editor’s note:  Mr. Morgan wounded 
three of the four officers he was 
shooting at.]
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Located between 
St. Joseph and Urbana, 

IL., on Route 150 
in Mayview

IN THE 

BIG RED 
BUILDING

1868 CR 1600 N.
Urbana, IL   61802

217-469-8000

DAVE’S FIREARMS
Firearms - Ammunition - Reloading - Accessories

IT’S TIME to stop in and see the Largest Selection of 
Firearms and Accessories in East Central Illinois, in our 
NEWLY EXPANDED SHOWROOM.

State Line Rifle Association
 
Proud sponsor of Brownell’s NRA Day Family Fun Shoot.
In affiliation with: NRA, ISRA, GOA, IFOR, CMP, GSL, 
MCSA

Monthly meetings on the fourth Tuesday each 
month at 7pm
American Legion
111 E Main Street
Round Lake Park, IL 60073
 

www.statelinerifle.com   
see us on Facebook

“An influential voice in 
advancing armed self-
defense ‘north of I-80’ ”

GROSS’ 
BURGERS
25 Henderson Street
Danville, IL 61832
(217) 442-8848

ATF	revokes	approval	of	
support	brace	used	on	shoulder
(GSL) - Gun owners should be aware that the 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms has 
issued an open letter on Friday, January 16th 
deeming that the use of the Sig-Sauer Pistol 
Support Brace from the shoulder is a violation 
of the National Firearms Act if the gun is not 
registered as a Short-Barreled Rifle. 

The pistol-caliber carbine was poised to be-
come the hottest selling class of firearms until 
this annoucement, which reversed an earlier 
letter in which the BATF determined that using 
the support brace from the shoulder latest fire-
arm accessory to storm onto the market.

In a March 2014 letter, the ATF Firearms 
Technology Criminal Branch wrote, “...we 
have determined that firing a pistol from the 
shoulder would not cause the pistol to be 
reclassified as an SBR”.  (emphasis original)

On January 16th, just ahead of the SHOT 
Show in Las Vegas, the BATF acting head 
honcho of their Firearms Technology Criminal 
Branch released an open letter on the BATF 
website.  “The pistol stabilizing brace was 
neither “designed” nor approved to be used 
as a shoulder stock, and therefore use as a 
shoulder stock constitutes a “redesign” of the 
device because a possessor has changed the 
very function of the item.   Any individual let-
ters stating otherwise are contrary to the plain 
language of the NFA , misapply Federal law, 
and are hereby revoked.”

Boring reliability:  
Magpul	releases	the	sub-$15	Glock	9mm	magazine
(Magpul) - The PMAG 17 GL9 is a 17 round 
Glock 9mm handgun magazine featuring a 
new proprietary all-polymer construction for 
flawless reliability and durability over thou-
sands of rounds. High visibility anti-tilt follow-
er, SS spring, easily removable floorplate for 
cleaning, Dot matrix for mag marking, ridged 
floorplate edges for better grip, 17rd indica-
tor windows. Drops free loaded or unloaded. 
The same boring reliability you expect from 
an OEM magazine. MSRP $15.95
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Doug Rokke, Ph.D. 
Major, US Army, retired
January 2015  

The Christmas tree lights shined brightly 
matching every color in the rainbow with 
beautiful ornaments hung from the trees 
branches and an Angel perched on high 
atop the tree. The bright red tree cloth 
around the base of the green tree con-
trasted with the multitude of Christmas gifts 
wrapped in glorious paper arrayed around 
the tree’s base. 

While clothes, tools, toys, and household 
items are always found, the magical almost 
mystical gift boys and girls from 7 to 97 
look forward to each Christmas is the new 
Christmas gun -  either a rifle, shotgun, or 
handgun. The new gun may be a kit such 
as a black-powder Kentucky rifle or pistol 
that you need to assemble or it may be a 
fully assembled operational gun.  Today 
we might add a crossbow or other archery 
equipment to that so sought after list of 
cherished items. Although the excitement 
of hoping for the unknown magical gift 
that may or may not be beneath the tree 

GUN LIABILITY 
INSURANCE 

for Illinois Concealed Carry license holders

Don’t Get Caught On The Wrong Side Of The Law 
Without Adequate Protection

• Civil Liability 
• Personal Liability
• Criminal Defense 
  Reimbursement

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THIS UNIQUE PRODUCT VISIT:
www.insuremygunliability.com or gunliability@spriska.com

Who Needs Gun Owners
Liability Coverage?

Gun Liability Insurance 
is designed for 

concealed carry license 
holders who want to 

protect their assets and 
their freedom.

because of recent legal requirements is 
history it does not diminish the excitement 
of opening that package to find a treasured 
gun. I believe that each of us can remember 
when our father or mother or grandpa or 
grandma gave us our first gun at Christmas 
and the thrill that had us beaming like the 
brightest star in the heavens. 

As we opened the box and ran our fingers 
over our gift the tingling spread from our 
fingers to our toes and we hoped for good 
weather to go try out of new gun. So what 
do I do next?  Each of us has asked that 
question with a gleam in our eye. Although, 
we might want to go outside immediately, 
load the gun, find at a tin can or other 
target, and shoot away there are prudent 
steps to take before we hear the loud report 
“music in our ears” of the new Christmas 
gun upon pulling the trigger. 

Step 1: Read the manual from cover to 
cover and make sure you understand all 
characteristics of your new gun. It is also 
a good idea to learn all about the ballistics 
of each type of ammunition for your new 
gun.  For more ballistics information and 
calculations please refer to the “ballistics 
calculator” at (www.winchester.com), ammo 
manufacturers publications, and of course 
the annual “GUN DIGEST”.  

Step 2:  Give your new gun a complete 
cleaning. That means learning how to and 
actually taking your gun apart and putting 
it back together at what is called in the mili-
tary “field stripping” level. Some new guns 
are shipped with protective lubricants that 
must be removed. 

Step 3. Without any ammunition any place 
around you or in the gun practice operating 
the gun until it becomes ingrained second 
nature. This should include dry firing with 
appropriate aides such as a snap cap- 
plastic. We want to know how each gun 
functions and how each trigger reacts or 
functions.  Practice putting the safety on 
and off. Practice clearing or make sure you 
know how to clear malfunctions. Practice 
sight picture acquisition with your gun for 
different shooting positions. 

Step 4. Identify and obtain the correct am-
munition for you new gun. Make sure it is 
good usable ammunition not old crusty junk 
left around in your stash. Collect and try on 
all necessary safety equipment for eye and 
hearing protection.  

Step 5. The moment has arrived. You are 
ready for music in your ears.  Find a safe 
range location to shoot and set up your 
target ensuring safety at all times. Now you 
need to make sure your sights are set for 
your needs. Basic settings can be made 
prior to actually firing your gun but sighting 
in requires time and careful effort.  While 
most guns are shipped at mechanical zero 
or approximately on target each person’s 
sighting needs vary.  I suggest that you get 
a large piece of cardboard and put an 8” 
x 11” piece of paper with a target- a large 
black marker spot - in the center of the 
piece of paper and then center that piece of 
paper on the cardboard. Some rifle – scope 
combinations are shipped bore-sighted that 
means both the axis of the rifle bore and 
scopes bore are aligned but it does not 
mean it is sighted in. It will take effort and 
multiple shots using the same technique to 
get your new gun sighted in “for you”. Once 
sighted in it should remain sighted in “for 
your” own specific needs. Please remember 
each person must sight in the gun for their 
own use.  

Step 6. Put the gun safety on.  

Step 6. Load your gun. It is best to only 
load one of two rounds to begin with rather 
than a full quantity possible for your gun’s 
design.  

Step 7. Get into proper shooting position.  

Step 8. Obtain proper sight picture. Ensure 
the range is safe.  

Step 9. Turn off the safety. Pull the trigger. 
Enjoy the music in your ears.  

Step 10. Clean you gun and store it safely 
until next time!  

The almost magical feelings associated with 
each new Christmas gun do not subside 
with age nor with how many guns are found 
beneath the Christmas tree but please 
remember to follow the steps essential to 
safely enjoy your new prized possession 
remain inviolate for all eternity. Now that 
you have your new Christmas “toy” it is 
imperative that you obtain proper instruction 
from qualified instructors with lots of prac-
tice. MERRY CHRISTMAS, HAPPY NEW 
YEAR, AND ENJOY YOUR NEW CHRIST-
MAS GUN UNTIL THE SAME THRILL 
HAPPENS ONCE MORE THROUGHOUT 
YOUR LIFETIME.       

Riflemen	of	Knox	County	
Standing	Shoulder	to	Shoulder
from the Knox County Riflemen

The Knox County Riflemen, an Illinois State 
Rifle Association grassroots organization, 
has a few questions for you.  Are you a 
resident of Knox County and...

- a gun owner?
- a hunter?
- a supporter of Second Amendment liber-
ties?
- interested in the shooting sports?
- interested in meeting with others of like 
mind?

If you can nswer “yes” to any of these, you 
need to stand with the Knox County Rifle-
men.  

United in our love of the United States, 
her Constitution and our God-given right 
to keep and bear arms, the Knox County 
Riflemen have formed as a grass-roots 
organization affiliated with the Illinois State 
Rifle Association, and we stand up boldly 
for America’s First Freedom.  Our members 
are dedicated to educationm safety training 
and support of Illinois firearm owners, and 
both individually and as a group we strie 
first and foremost to maintain high levels of 
marksmanship and firearms proficiency in 
the unorganized militia of our country.  

We hold monthly meetings every 2nd Tues-
day of the month.  Start time is 7:00 pm at 
VFW Post 2257, located at 1001 Michigan 
Ave., Galesburg, IL.  Look us up at www.
facebook.com/knoxriflemen.  

THE CHRISTMAS GUN
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Guns Save Life | Pontiac

Terrance c. Sullivan, managing broker

Lyons-suLLivan ReaLty, inc.
321 W. madiSon STreeT, PonTiac, il 61764 
office 815-842-1400 | direcT 815-674-6299 

LyonssuLLivanReaLty.com

Todd Vandermyde, the NRA-ILA’s contract lobbyist for Illinois, was our featured speaker at 
the Pontiac meeting.  He discussed his recent hunting trip to South Africa and what’s likely 
to happen in the General Assembly this spring.

The January meeting of 
Guns Save Life was held on 
Tuesday January 6th at the 
Pontiac VFW.  Roughly sixty 
people turned out on a very 
cold and icy winter night.
 
John Gahm Pontiac GSL 
Coordinator led the meet-
ing with the Pledge of 
Allegiance and welcomed 
Several new visitors asking 
them to stand and introduce 
themselves. About ten new 
attendees came out to enjoy 
the meeting.
 
Mr Gahm welcomed 
GSL’s new Execu-
tive Director John 
Boch who ad-
dressed the group 
on the future of GSL 
and other news and 
information.  Among 
the many topics, 
Mr. Boch urged our 
members to support 
their local police 
by thanking them 
for the job they do.  
“Like law-abiding 
gun owners, almost 
all cops are good 
people.”  He held up 
a pro-police t-shirt 
he found on the 
Internet.
 
John Gahm then 
welcomed Todd Vander-
myde our NRA representa-
tive in Springfield as our 
guest speaker. Todd spoke 
about and gave a slide pro-
gram on his recent hunting 
Safari to Africa. The great, 
hour-long presentation was 
humorous, informative and 
entertaining. 

His trip got off to a rough 
start, he said, because of a 
transposed digit on one of 
his guns.  “Got a $20 bill?” 
his professional guide asked 
him at the South African 
airport.  Todd gave him the 

bill and five minutes later, 
they were on their way.

“Everything there bites 
- even the bushes,” he 
quipped.  The thorns will 
flatten tires.

They were fed very well.  
Of course, they ate a lot 
of meat and the rest of the 
meat from the kills went to 
the staff and local residents 
nearby (relatively speak-
ing).  “Unlike most countries, 
what’s on your land is yours.  
It’s not the king’s animals,” 

Vandermyde said.  

This also meant the hunting 
ranches all had their own 
breeding and conservation 
program to ensure healthy 
animals stocks.  The ranch 
he was on was roughly thirty 
square miles in size and 
was surrounded by a high 
fence - both to keep the 
animals in and to keep two-
legged predators out.

You can shoot pretty much 
anything you want, provid-
ing you have the cash to 
pay for it.  Oh yeah, “if you 

break it, you buy it”.  Wound 
an animal and it gets away?  
You bought it anyway.

Vandermyde showed a slew 
of slides of the camp and 
posed photos of him with 
some of his trophy animals.  
 
After the presentation Todd 
gave a summary of things 
we can possibly expect from 
the Capitol this year with 
regard to gun rights.  The 
governor is pro-gun and 
the anti-gun people lost the 
bully pulpit of the governor’s 

office.  

The biggest ob-
stacle to passing 
pro-gun legislation 
this spring will prob-
ably be the Senate 
President’s office.  
We’ve got lots of 
things we want to 
improve upon in the 
CCW bill, but it has 
to get through the 
Senate.
 
Members helped 
by providing some 
great door prize 
gifts. A certificate for 
a free CCW class 
was given as a door 
prize and was do-
nated by Carry On 

CCW, Streator IL.
 
John Wolf won the Charter 
Arms 38 special handgun 
provided by Pontiac Big R. 
Thank you to Jackie Grag-
son for helping to arrange 
the gun and for bringing it to 
the meeting.
 
Next months drawing gun is 
a Smith & Wesson Body-
guard 38 with Crimson 
Trace provided by South 
Post Guns Streator.
 
The next Pontiac GSL meet-
ing is February 3rd.

Breathe easy.  Support your local police.

South Post Guns brought some nice specimens to the meeting, including a 5.7mm AR-15  
upper.

From left, John Wolf, winner of the Charter Arms .38 presented by Jackie Gragson from 
Big R, Andy from Carry On CCW and Connie Kostelic the winner of the CCW class.
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Train with the people you 
know and trust.

GSL Defense Training
Firearms Training for Everyone

GSLDefenseTraining.com
Check	website	for	class	schedules,	locations	and	availability.

GSL Defense Training, LLC
21 Brookshire Green
Bloomington, IL 62704
217 649-3702
templar223@comcast.net

GSL Defense Training’s 
NRA Personal Protection in the Home (IL 16-hour)
This NRA Personal Protection in the Home course, along with supplemental lectures and range exercises, satis-
fies Illinois’ 16-hour training requirement for the Illinois concealed carry licenses and is Illinois State Police ap-
proved.  Course goal: To develop the basic knowledge, skills and attitude essential to the safe and efficient use of 
a handgun for protection of self and family, and to provide information on the law-abiding citizen’s right to self-de-
fense.  This class covers a review of NRA gun safety rules, using firearms responsibly and ethically for personal 
protection, developing the proper mindset for using a firearm for personal defense when facing a life-threatening 
encounter, mental awareness, how to avoid becoming a victim, strategies for home safety and responding to a vi-
olent confrontation in your home.  We offer an in-depth instruction on the judicious use of deadly force - taught by 
real instructor-lawyers, not power point slides - including when deadly force is justified, even against “unarmed” 
aggressors.  Additional topics and activities above and beyond the NRA Personal Protection in the Home Course:  
We will also teach you fundamentals of how to fight with your personal defense handgun, a discussion of interac-
tions with potential assailants, the moral and ethical considerations to decision-making involved in using  deadly 
force, and post-shooting interventions with witnesses, responding police officers, investigating officers, media and 
others.  We’ll also cover the Illinois State Police-required aspects of the new Illinois Firearm Concealed Carry Act.

Students will spend several hours on the range with live-fire both days and will fire 250 rounds, including the Il-
linois qualification shoot.  Less experienced shooters are welcomed & encouraged.  

Tuition:			$225	per person when you take advantage of our buy	one,	get	one	half-price	sale.  $300 for a single 
registration, buy one, get one half price for the second.  Registration includes lunch, drinks, range fees, safety 
equipment (as needed), and the NRA required student packet of materials.  AZ, FL non-resident permit-to-carry 
applications are also included, along with a long list of bonus materials.   Loaner guns and gear offered at no 
additional charge.  Ammo (9mm, .38 Special, .22LR and others) typically available at all class locations.
A Firearms Owners ID Card is recommended, but not required.  

March 28 & 29 - Bloomington, IL (Darnall’s GunWorks & Ranges)
April 25 & 26 - Crescent City, IL (Iroquois Co. Law Enf. Assn.)
June 20 & 21 - Burlington, IA (DesMoines Co. Conservation)

July 18 & 19 - Clinton, IL (DeWitt Co. Sportsman’s Club)
August 29 & 30 - Bloomington, IL (Darnall’s GunWorks & Ranges)

Great ratio of instructors to students.  Family- and female-friendly.  More than the minimum of everything.  
Lunch, range fees, and loaner equipment included.  Real lawyers, experienced instructors - not Power Point 
slides.  Great value!   GSL	Defense	Training:		We	don’t	just	provide	training,	we	provide	confidence!
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You don’t have to be a helpless victim.
Empower yourself.  Become a gun owner.  

Get training.

 

The

Armed American
True stories of firearms used by law-abiding Americans 
to save innocent life.

Carjacker	dropped	by	CCWer
Pompano Beach, FL (GSL) - A masked 
man armed with a gun approached a patron 
in a parking lot of a Pompano Beach, FL 
Taco Bell.  The robber demanded the vic-
tims’s car and for him to drop his pants.  

Instead, the victim dropped the robber, Ron-
tavis Holton, 21, in a hail of hot lead.  

Hoodlums	return,	get	hot	lead
Lafayette, LA (Controversial Times) - 19-
year-old Latorious Walker and 17-year-old 
Lamar Brooks struck a Louisiana gun store 
twice in the same day. The armed store 
owner put an end to their criminal careers.

The store owner filed a report with police 
after responding to a tripped alarm at his 
store and discovering several guns miss-
ing. Two hours later, the same alarm was 
tripped.

Police say the teen robbers and the owner 
had a confrontation at the store as he 
responded to the alarm.  “The two suspects 
were in a vehicle and they actually drove 
the vehicle at him, attempting to hit him. 
They hit the building and also struck him.” 
said Lafayette Parish Sheriff’s office PIO 
Capt. Craig Stansbury.

Papa	John’s	stands	by	driver	
who	shot	armed	robber
Decatur, GA (FoxNews) – Papa John’s 
Pizza is standing by a pizza delivery woman 
who opened fire Sunday on an armed rob-
ber in an act of self defense.

The pizza franchise told FoxNews.com 
Thursday the employee, who hasn’t been 
named, will not be fired from the company.

The employee was making a delivery in 
Decatur, Ga., Sunday night when a man 
approached her vehicle, forcing her onto 
the ground at gunpoint, according to the 
DeKalb County Police Department. The 
woman, who had a gun in her pocket, was 
able to fire at the man while on the ground 
— striking the alleged assailant, identified 
as 24-year-old Donquaz Stevenson, in the 
face.

Stevenson was later found in a neighbor’s 
yard and arrested, according to police, who 
said the pizza delivery might have been a 
setup. Local media outlets reported that 
a second suspect carjacked the delivery 
woman’s silver 2000 Honda Accord and 
remains on the run.

Florida	pastor	shoots	back
Kissimmee, FL (FoxNews) - The pastor 
of a Kissimmee church shot and critically 
wounded an employee Tuesday morning 
in a shootout after he notified the man he 
was being fired, according to the Osceola 
County Sheriff’s Office.

The shooting shortly after 8 a.m. was 
witnessed by other church workers at Living 
Water Fellowship on Pleasant Hill Road, 
said sheriff’s spokeswoman Twis Lizasuain.

Benjamin Parangan Jr., a member of the 
maintenance crew for at least eight years, 
allegedly opened fire when he was told he 
no longer had a job, Lizasuain said.

One person was taken to a local hospital af-
ter a shooting this morning at Living Water 
Fellowship, a church on Pleasant Hill Road 
south of Kissimmee.

The bullets missed Pastor Terry L. Howell 
Sr., 61, who drew his own pistol and criti-
cally wounded Parangan, 47, according to 
the Sheriff’s Office.

14-YO	predator	meets	Jesus
OK City (GSL) - On Christmas Eve eve, 14-
year-old Keontre Reese decided to go do 
some Christmas shopping in a residential 
neighborhood in Oklahoma City, but instead 
tripped an alarm.

He picked the home of a church pastor who 
publicly promoted gun ownership for self-
defense.  Keontre heard the pastor coming 
in and hid in a closet, intent on ambush-
ing the homeowner – and in all likelihood, 
killing the homeowner to facilitate a clean 
getaway.  Instead, he got shot dead.

Social media photos from Keontre Reese.

Now teaching 
Illinois Concealed Carry

Training at multiple locations!
Call or see our web site for details 
and course registration materials.

Illinois-approved Concealed Carry classes | NRA Basic Pistol | Florida Non-Resident Conceal & Carry  
We Do Private Classes for Groups or Individuals.  Call for Details!

Your Certified Training Professionals!
Call us at 217 960-3070.

www.SafetysOn.com

February 21st, 2015 
NRA Basic Pistol Course 
(Part 1 of Illinois Conceal and Carry)

February 22nd, 2015 
Illinois Conceal and Carry 

(Part 2 of Illinois Conceal and Carry)
Classes are 8am to 6pm each day

Tuition:  $125 for Basic Pistol, $125 for IL C and C; or $200 for both 
if both classes are purchased at the same time.  

Illinois C and C for all military veterans and current military is $100.
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 Freedom’s Forum

GunNews	Magazine
The monthly journal of Guns Save Life

John	Naese,	Editor
johnnaese@frontier.com

John	Boch,	Editor	Emeritus
templar223@comcast.net

Letters, including complaints or commenda-
tions, to the Editor are welcome.  Please, limit 
your letter to 200 words.  We reserve the right 
to edit or refuse publication of any submission.  
Anonymous letters are discouraged. Guest 
columns of 400 words are also welcome on 
timely issues, particularly those related to 
firearms, self-defense or similar topics. Letters 
and guest columns may be sent electronically 
to:  johnnaese@frontier.com.		

Or you can mail your letter to:
Guns Save Life, Post Office Box 51, 
Savoy, Illinois 61874

The	danger	of	mob	rule
By John Naese

What do Islamic terror, Ferguson, Missouri, 
“I Can’t Breathe”, global warming, and 
people appearing at a city council meeting 
to demand that the city not hire any more 
military veterans have in common?

They are all examples of the dangers of 
mob rule.  

America is not a democracy; it’s a republic, 
and for good reason.  Democracy is three 
wolves and a sheep voting on what’s for 
dinner.   A republic is a nation of laws, not a 
mob with pitchforks and torches.   

The recent terror attack on a magazine 
in France is just the latest, most violent 
example of a disturbing trend.  Someone 
does something a group doesn’t like; the 
group tries to intimidate others by marches, 
shouting down opposing viewpoints, and 
ultimately violence.  

The Ferguson “protesters” made the author-
ities so afraid to act that a whole section of 
a town was torched.  The “I can’t breathe” 
protesters in New York City chanted, “What 
do we want?  Dead Cops!  When do we 
want it?  Now!” and what did they get?  
Dead cops, ambushed and killed.  (Both 
those officers were minorities, by the way.)  

Global warming may not appear to be in 
the same league, but how many times have 
we heard that the science is “settled” and 
anyone who questions warming, or man’s 
role in it, or what can be done about it, is 
a “denier” the equivalent of a Holocaust 
denier?  

The group that appeared at the city council, 
demanding that no veterans be hired by 
the city, was counting on that same type of 
intimidation.  

“Do what we demand or we’ll paint you as 
racist and bigoted” is the not-so-subtle mes-
sage that they would like to send.  

Bad things happen when the mob rules.  In 
New York, after the two officers were killed, 
arrests for quality-of-life crimes went down 
by 96 percent, and arrests for violent crime 
down over 60 percent.  The Mayor threw 
the police under the political bus and the 
police responded by not risking their lives 
to carry out the wishes of an administration 
that doesn’t have their backs.  

New York is now a more dangerous place 
with a lower quality of life, due to the vio-
lence inspired by the protests.  

Is protest okay?  Of course it is.  It’s protect-
ed by the Constitution, the same Constitu-
tion that protects our right to bear arms.  

What’s not okay is violent intimidation.  
Marching is one thing; destroying property 
or committing violence to make your politi-
cal point is something else.  It’s criminal.  

The worst thing you can do in this situation 
is just ignoring it, hoping it will go away.  
Bullies don’t go away on their own; they 
need to be stood up to, not coddled.  

The response of the public in France and 
around the world (except, apparently, at 
the White House) was heartening.  “Je 
Suis Charlie” or “I am Charlie” declared 
millions, in support of the magazine staff at-
tacked and slaughtered by the Islamonazis.  
Maybe we should take some lessons from 
the French response.  

Don’t give in.   

Don’t be shouted or shamed into silence.  

If you’re reading this, you probably have 
this inclination already; give it voice.  Stand 
up for what you believe in.  Call or email 
that city council and let them know precisely 
what you think of bigotry against military 
veterans, who as a class of people are 
some of the finest our society produces.  

The same people who say the science is 
settled on global warming usually deny the 
proof that guns save more lives than they 
take in America; call them on it.  

When you see a police officer, thank them 
for their service and let them know you ap-
preciate all they do to keep us safe.  

If your politicians cave to the mob and allow 
your cities to burn, it might be time to elect 
some new politicians.  

And speaking of politicians and protests, 
let’s show them how it’s properly done.  
Join us for IGOLD, Illinois Gun Owners Lob-
by Day, on March 18 in Springfield.  We’ll 
legally march, with a parade permit, without 
burning anything, without destroying any 
cars or property, without throwing rocks, 
Molotov cocktails, or anything else.  We’ll 
leave the place cleaner than we found it, 
and we’ll make our point to the politicians.  

Gun laws have gotten better and rights ex-
panded since IGOLD became a reality eight 
or so years ago.  Just because they finally 
recognized right-to-carry in our state last 
session is no reason not to show up.   

Politicians need constant reminders to do 
the right thing, and you and 10,000 of your 
closest friends all wearing gold shirts show-
ing up in their offices is just the reminder 
they need to do the right thing.  

One thing we should demand when we go 
to Springfield is to cut down drastically on 
the “prohibited places” carry permit hold-
ers are not allowed to bring their sidearms.  
That way, when some mental nutcase or 
Islamofascist shows up, the odds will be 
much better that there is an armed, trained 
citizen there to act as first responder, until 
the police can arrive.  

Do your part.  Get training, get a permit, 
and carry everywhere you can.   

As important, speak up.  Come to IGOLD.  

Don’t allow yourself or your circle of friends 
and family to be intimidated by unlaw-
ful mob rule.  Exercise your rights in our 
democratic republic; both your Second 
Amendment rights, as well as your First 
Amendment ones.  

Our thanks goes out to Oleg 
Volk for his continued permis-
sion to use his creative works in 
our gun rights advocacy work.  
You can see more of them at 
his website:

a-human-right.com

Kudos	from	professional	driver
I am a driver manager for Celadon Trucking Company.  I am a gun owner and very active 
shooter.  My wife’s sister lives in Kewanee, IL.  We go over every month and a half to see 
her.  I am 62, wife is 64 and we both look forward to the signs along I-74.  Keep up the 
good work over there in IL.   

Gary Hein
via email

Go see American 
Sniper!
This afternoon after church I 
went to see “American Sniper”. 
This is a MUST SEE.  It is the 
ONLY movie I have ever seen 
where at the end of the movie, 
it was dead silent in the theater. 
You have to see it !  It does have 
vulgar language, but it is a true 
story and worth it.

Karen Le Seure
via email



GunNews Magazine  - 17 - February 2015

“Ideas	are	more	powerful	than	guns.	We	
would	not	let	our	political	opponents	
have	guns.		Why	should	we	let	them	
have ideas?”

Joe Stalin (so eloquently articulating the 
“Youmaynot Philosophy!”)

by John Farnam

Australia this time!

Most of this day, I’ve listened to hand-
wringing commentators on many networks, 
including Fox News, agonizing about how to 
prevent lethal attacks on citizens in Western 
countries by Islamic terrorists.

“Lone Wolf” is the “term du jour,” but the 
next attack may be more organized, along 
the Mumbai Massacre model, and we’ll be 
back to talking about that convention.

No corespondent was able to offer any 
concrete solution, save outright banning of 
Islamics from our shores!

We have observed over the past few 
decades that neither Jewish Zionists, nor 
Christian Crusaders, nor Norwegian folk-
dancers for that matter, have presented a 
terrorist problem.  The problem is always 
Islamics.   Islamics are terrorists, and have 
been for the past 1500 years!

We can, immersed in PC, dance around 
that fact, ad-nauseam, but it is something 
we all plainly see.

The only legitimate answer to these unpro-
voked and mostly unpredictable terrorist at-
tacks (“lone-wolf” or otherwise) on innocent 
citizens in Western countries, is privately-
armed, private citizens!  Of course, that 
is the only solution, the mere mention of 
which, is absolutely banned from the lips of  
all media commentators and “officials” alike.  
It is prohibited from even  being acknowl-
edged, much less publically discussed, in 
any fair and enlightened  forum!

The open discussion of armed teachers 
in public schools was also “subject non-
grata,” for years.  Some of my courageous 
colleagues, Mas Ayoob for one, were 
viciously censured for even suggesting that 

the subject be talked about in anything but 
whispers!  The concept is only now seeing 
the light  of day!  Curiously, it has worked 
splendidly everywhere it has been tried,  
but the very idea of such a high degree 
of personal freedom predictably upsets 
control-freaks (“Youmaynots”), both elected 
and appointed.

Two days ago, the Lindt Cafe in Sidney 
was filled with unarmed IguessIcan’ts, all 
of whom were obediently following the 
dictates of Youmaynots  in Parliament (who 
themselves duplicitously enjoy continuous 
personal protection provided by heavily-
armed bodyguards), and thus submissively 
left the important  matter of self-protection 
against Jihadi madmen exclusively to “the 
police.”  They were unwittingly betting their 
lives on that personal decision.

Several lost that bet!

Sadly, no Icans were present.  A single au-
dacious, armed citizen could have stopped 
this violent attack in its tracks, and, in so 
doing, discouraged others

Disarmed and helpless IguessIcant’s, who 
religiously obeyed wide-reaching gun bans 
enacted by Youmaynots, were, once again, 
pitilessly murdered and
maimed  during this incident.  As a result, 
future massacres are, even now, being 
entertained.

Politicians have expressed “deep personal 
concern.”  They always  do.  I’m sure that 
represents a prodigious source of comfort 
to families of the murdered!

All “collectivist reform,” without fail, pe-
remptorily supplants its purported goal 
of everlasting utopia with a sinister, but 
familiar, feudal system of “masters-and-
slaves,” wherein owners remain few, and 
the masses are forced to accept “security” 
at the expense of perpetual servitude.  And, 
of course, Youmaynots are ever fearful of 
armed slaves!

Curiously, modern firearms, which You-
maynots piously purport to hate, are actu-
ally protecting them every moment!  Those 
particular guns are apparently okay.  It’s 

JOHN	FARNAM:		
The	armed	citizen	is	solution	to	
attacks	–	terror	and	otherwise

Guns Save Life is proud of our 
new “Life Membership” for those 
who wish to show an exem-
plary level of support towards 
Guns Save Life and our mission 
defending your right to defend 
yourself.

The new “Life Membership” is 

available for $1000, and for those 
aged 65 and over, it’s available at 
half-price, $500.

Be among the third group of ten 
individuals to step up and help 
us defend your right to defend 
yourself with a life membership to 
Guns Save Life.  

To sign up for this new Life Mem-
bership option, fill out the form 
on the back page of this issue of 
GunNews and send it in today 
and you too will be part of an elite 
group of freedom’s defenders!

Guns Save Life’s 
LIFE MEMBERSHIP!

we defend your right 
to defend yourself

only privately-owned guns, that protect you, 
that  they don’t like.  Although you may not 
view yourself as a slave, they  do!

One might even accuse those particular 
Youmaynots of being Exceptformes!

“The Roman Republic fell, not because 
of the ambition of Caesar, but because it 
had already long ceased to be a republic 
at all. When the sturdy Roman Plebeian, 
who lived by his own labor, who voted 
without reward according to his own con-

victions, and who formed in war the ter-
rible Roman Legion had been  changed 
into an idle creature who craved nothing 
in life save the gratification  of a thirst for 
vapid excitement, who was fed by the 
state, and who sold his  vote to the high-
est bidder, then the end of the Republic 
was at hand, and  nothing could save it.”

--Teddy Roosevelt

Top photo:  Joosep Martinson / Getty Images
Bottom photo AP Photo/Rob Griffith
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DARNALL GUN WORKS & RANGES
FULL LINE GUN SHOP --  INDOOR & OUTDOOR RANGES -- OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Darnall FAST - FireArms Safety Training Group
6125 E. 1175 North Road
Bloomington, IL 61705
Phone:  309-379-4331
Fax:  309-379-4332
www.darnalls.com

NRA 1st Step Basic Pistol
Dec. 16 & 17

Rifle and Pistol Tactical Shoot
Dec. 21     Jan. 18     Feb. 22     March 22

CARRY CONCEALED CLASSES
ILLINOIS STATE POLICE APPROVED

16 Hour Classes  8 Hour Class
  Call!     Call!

SASS Cowboy Action Shoot
Dec. 20     Jan. 17     Feb. 21     Mar. 21

International Defensive Pistol Assoc. (IDPA)  $12.00
                         Dec. 7                 Jan. 7

Tactical Pistol League
Starting on Dec. 4, 2014; Every Thursday Night

CARRY CONCEALED CLASS FEES:
Contact us now to register.

16 hour class - $250.00
8 hour class - $150.00

INDOOR PISTOL RANGE
OUTDOOR PISTOL, RIFLE, & SHOTGUN RANGES

LARGE SELECTION OF FIREARMS
AMMUNITION AVAILABLE

RELOADING SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT

Activism
You can do it!  Here are some ideas how to do it well...
Activism:  the doctrine or practice 
of vigorous action or involvement 
as a means of achieving political or 
other goals.

- Dictionary.com

by John Boch
Gun rights activism is something so many 
of our Guns Save Life members do so 
often, so well, and so selflessly, it’s what 
makes us such a force to be reckoned with.  

Our work is crucial considering the resourc-
es of those working to take our gun rights 
away.  Billionaire Michael Bloomberg has 
spent $50 million or more financing work 
to pass gun-grabbing legislation.  He and 
his fellow billionaire pals Bill Gates, Steve 
Ballmer, Paul Allen, and Nick Hanauer 
spent over $10 million in Washington State 
to pass a single gun control ballot initiative. 
Then there is George Soros, and the main-
stream media complex, and Hollywood, 
and many big-city, gun-hating Democrats, 
and occasionally Republicans (see Illinois’ 
Senator Mark Kirk, for instance) as well, all 
working to undermine our freedoms.

Bloomberg doesn’t have groups like Guns 
Save Life working for him.  When he pays 
to fly in 120 supposed anti-gun “activists” 
to Indianapolis to demonstrate against the 
NRA National Convention last year, only 
about forty bothered to show up, even 
though the rest were in town, staying in 
rooms paid for by Bloomberg and spending 
his expense money.  

Your work as an activist for the noble and 
just cause of freedom is priceless.  It is 
something Bloomberg can’t buy, not even 
with his billions.

You can do as much or as little as you want.  
The important thing is to have fun with it 
and to do something.  Start with baby steps 
if you’re new to this.  Trust me, advocacy is 
fun and rewarding and you’ll love it.

Here’s a quick primer on some things you 

can do as an activist to make a difference 
and help preserve and protect freedom for 
yourself and your children - and maybe 
even expand freedom.

It’s easy.
As	easy	as	writing	a	short	letter...

Activism can be as simple as taking a 
minute and writing one or more elected 
officials.  Do you have state of federal 
legislator?  Write them a short, one or two 
paragraph letter.  Or write a pro-gun letter to 
the editor.  Remember, shorter is better - as 
in a few sentences, not pages.  Use some 
of the techniques from our “Communica-
tions Hints” section.  Want to make a more 
lasting impression?  Visit them in person 
and many of those same those tips in “Talk-
ing with the Media” also apply to talking with 
your elected official.

Or	leaving	“No	Guns	=	No	$”	cards...
Is writing not your thing?  That’s okay too.  
You can drop of “No guns = No $” cards at 
commercial businesses that have chosen to 
post signs prohibiting guns.  Do not leave 
cards or waste your time or energy with 
locations that are statutory posted.  The VA 
hospital isn’t going to change policy, and 
neither is your local hospital, college, mass 
transit authority.  Don’t harass employees 
of these locations about their policy.  The 
place to change those policies at the Gen-
eral Assembly.  More on this in our section 
on “No Guns = No Money”.  

Take	someone	out	for	the	first	time...
Another thing you can do as an activist is 
to make it a point to take impressionable 
individuals out to shoot for the very first

time.  Let them shoot fun guns like rimfires 
and and if they can handle it, graduate them 
to manageable center-fires like an AR or 
Glock.  Their first time will be an experience 
they remember for the rest of their lives.  
Make it fun!  Leave your shotguns and .44 
magnums at home.    

Come	out	of	the	closet...
If you live in a big city, your advocacy might 
be something as simple as coming out of 
the closet about your gun ownership and 
telling open-minded friends about the fun 
and excitement of shooting sports and 
the peace of mind in having the means to 
protect yourself and family until the police 
arrive should violence intrude upon your 
home.

Take	ownership.		Join	Guns	Save	Life...
We’d be remiss if we didn’t suggest joining 
Guns Save Life.  You can proudly claim 
ownership of those famous and powerful 
road signs, our monthly GunNews Maga-
zine and our website.  These things take 
money to sustain and your membership 
helps greatly.  

Attend	meetings,	meet	new	friends...
Visit Guns Save Life’s local monthly meet-
ings, or if they aren’t close, visit your own 
local meetings of other gun rights organiza-
tions.  You’ll meet some outstanding, like-
minded people who may become lifetime 
best friends.  It’s like church, only better 
when it comes to good people.

Stay informed...
If you’re online, visit Guns Save Life’s 
website (gunssavelife.com) and keep up 
to date on the latest news and information.  
You can join IllinoisCarry.com for an Illinois-
centric firearm forum which discusses 
politics and right-to-carry.  Probably the 
most popular firearms forum is AR15.com 
and there is a wealth of information in their 
technical forums.

Volunteer...	 (Bloomberg hates this!)
If you’re really looking to influence even 
more people on a larger scale, GSL has a 
number of volunteer opportunities available.  
By volunteering to help spread the word at 
gun shows, you can not only meet more 
great, like-minded folks, but you might have 
things you need follow you home.  Our sign 
committee is always looking for folks who 
can assist spending a fun morning rotat-
ing out roadsign slogans and doing minor 
maintenance.  Can climb a ladder?  I bet 
you can operate a weed sprayer, right?

Gift memberships and more...
Other things you can do to help?  Send 
writing submissions to our GunNews editor, 
John Naese.  Bring a friend to a GSL meet-
ing.  Buy a friend a membership in Guns 
Save Life.  It’s just $10 more when you join 
or renew your own membership, and makes 
a great birthday gift for a guy or gal who 
has everything and best of all, you can help 
them become a part-time activist as well.

If you’re ornery, sign up an anti-gun politi-
cian with that gift membership.  Yes, it’s 
been done before.

At whatever level you wish to participate, 
remember, your work is priceless.

Start here...

The Illinois Gun Owners Lobby Day is com-
ing up Wednesday, March 18th.  Join five or 
then thousand other volunteer activists and 
get your feet wet in making a difference.  
We have a new governor, and that day gun 
owners will have a chance to make an im-
pression as we saturate the state’s campital 
with a sea of goldenrod shirts.
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The great John Ross, author of Unintended 
Consequences (find a copy and read it if 
you haven’t), wrote a magnificent piece 
about the semantics of manipulation that 
has been floating around for years.  We 
have it at GunsSaveLife.com (find it by 
Googling “Words Have Meaning GunsSave-
Life.com”).  

It’s good stuff.  Here are some highlights, 
including excerpts, to help you communi-
cate more effectively with people you are 
seeking to influence and educate.

Don’t repeat the left’s labels.  They say “as-
sault rifle”, you say “police patrol carbine” 
or “homeland defense gun”.  They say “gun 
violence”, you say “violent crime”.

Short assertions should be met with short 
responses:  They say “guns kill people” or 
“guns are dangerous”, you say “guns pro-
tect families” or “guns protect children” - or 

our favorite, “guns save life”.
Short simplifications that require a long 
response win minds and influence people.
When gun control advocates suggest we 
need X, Y, or Z new law, you tell them:  
“Gun laws are classist, racist, and sexist. I 
don’t support those things.  Do you?”

When they persist:  “Why are leftists so 
anti-freedom?” or “Why are gun control 
advocates always such control freaks?” 

If you get an opportunity to explain what 
sort of gun laws you would support, you can 
say:  “I want laws to more fully take advan-
tage of the ideals voiced in the Constitution 
and Bill of Rights.”  

If they accuse you of lies or manipulation:  
“I don’t want to manipulate anyone… I want 
people to understand the truth so we will all 
be better, smarter citizens.”

Communication	hints:		Influencing	and	educating

The mainstream media industry isn’t your 
friend.  Even your local newspaper, unless 
it’s a small town, probably isn’t all that sup-
portive of gun rights.  (One litmus test:  Do 
they post their offices “NO GUNS”?)

How do you handle an interview if you’ve 
been singled out or contacted to give your 
thoughts on a news story?  It’s easy if you 
follow these tips.

Leave your guns put away and wear nice 
clothes and be well-groomed.  Don’t wear 
your “Kill them all and let God sort ‘em 
out” t-shirt.  Wear clothes that would be 
appropriate for church or better.  If your 
church-going clothes include camo or 
blaze orange, ditch them and wear some-
thing nicer.

Identify two or three pithy talking points 
ahead of the interview and keep coming 
back to them, just like professional politi-
cians do.  Your talking points should be 
short and to the point.  Keep coming back 
to them.

The media often think “Gun guy?  Get vid-
eo/pictures of guns!”  Don’t let them coax 
you into bringing out the guns if they don’t 

lend positive, pro-self-defense content to 
the story.  Keep in mind the media loves 
to prominently display photos or video of 
guns because it sensationalizes stories for 
ratings.  Guns also intimidate many non-
gun owners.

Don’t be this guy

Conversely, you can marginalize yourself, 
and your message by wearing camo or a t-
shirt while holding a scary gun in front of a 
bastardized American flag, looking like the 
liberals’ bigoted stereotype of an illiterate, 
redneck gun owner kook.  Just think how 
much better this man’s message would 
have been received by the general public 
if he’d dressed in khakis and a dress shirt, 
in front of an American flag, leaving his 
t-shirt, rifle and bastardized flag in the 
closet.

Interviewing	with	the	media.

First of all, your mission is to influence 
people, not convert them on the spot.  
Arguing with someone who doesn’t think 
rationally is a waste of your precious time 
and energy.  By influencing moderates or 
undecideds, you bring people over and get 
them to recognize the proven benefits of 
firearm ownership.

The more someone dislikes guns, the 
more they will need a lengthy personal 
introspection before changing their beliefs.  
Sometimes that introspection comes as a 
result of exposure to firearms in the form 
of a safe and enjoyable trip shooting a 
gun, demystifying guns.  We know they 
don’t just “go off”, but uninformed people 
who fear guns don’t know that.

Other times that conversion comes follow-
ing an interaction with America’s criminal 
class.  Nothing brings non-gun people 
around like fear of a wolf knocking at their 

doorstep, and realizing that police can’t 
protect them and their family.  These folks 
may come to you after a “come to Jesus” 
moment.  Help them without judgement.  
Welcome them with open arms.

Example:  I know an elementary school 
principal who was rabidly anti-gun, filled 
with all sorts of misconceptions about 
guns and gun owners.  She wouldn’t let 
her husband have his guns in the home, 
and reluctantly attended a gun safety class 
with her husband in exchange for a Hawai-
ian vacation.  She didn’t complete the 
class, but afterwards she did let her hus-
band bring his guns into their home.  Soon 
after, she bought her own revolver and a 
few months after that, she bought another.  
She went to the range to practice.  The 
next spring, she brought a couple of fellow 
anti-gun educators to a Women on Target 
class at Chillecothe Sportsman’s Club.

The mission:  TO INFLUENCE

When you notice a business posted “NO 
GUNS” the best and most important thing 
you can do is to avoid doing business 
with	them.  Money talks like little else.

If you are up for it, walk in and present the 
owner or manager a “No guns = No money” 
card and explain that their sign prohibits 
card-carrying good guys like yourself from 
entering their store and spending money 
there.  At the same time, it does nothing to 
prohibit the street criminal carrying a gun 
into their store.  Be polite - you’re the am-
bassador for almost two million gun owners 
in Illinois with your demeanor.

Even better is to do your business at a 
competitor then return to the posted busi-
ness and present them a “No guns = No 
money” card AND the receipt from spend-
ing at a competitor.  That will speak louder 
than words.  Almost as good (and probably 

more convenient for you) would be to write 
a short, one-page letter to the business 
explaining how they lost your business and 
why you spent at their competitor.  Don’t 
forget to enclose those receipts!

If	their	sign	is	non-compliant, you don’t 
need to tell them.  A non-compliant sign 
does not carry the force of law and if you 
proudly point out to the business owner 
that their posting is defective, you may be 
setting up a carry licensee for a criminal 
charge at a future time if they later post an 
approved sign.  

Businesses	who	choose	to	post	“NO	GUNS”

Don’t want to go inside a posted location?    
No problem.  Tape a card to the front door 
(along with an unsolicited “free” copy of 
their publication) like this member did.

The efforts of gun rights activists in Illinois 
have met with no shortage of meaningful 
success.  Yes, activism works!

Our work educating a half-million people 
a day on the proven benefits of firearm 
ownership with our highway sign program 
has led to a record number of gun owners 
in Illinois.  FOID cardholders have grown 
from 1.26 million in 2009 to 1.68 million in 
2013 -  a 33% growth!

Our members have encouraged hun-
dreds of businesses to take down their 
“NO GUNS” signage, often put up last 
year because of misunderstanding of the 
new law and unrealistic concerns.  Wal-
mart pulled down their signage thanks to 
thoughtful communications with regional 
management by GSL activists and others.  
Other chains including banks, gas stations 

and others have pulled their signs after 
thoughtful consideration.  GSL member 
Ed Adcock’s work not only got a chain 
of banks to pull down their signs, but the 
Bloomington Pantagraph covered the 
policy change in an above-the-fold front 
page story - a huge win for our side.

Our members have introduced thousands 
of people to the fun and excitement of 
shooting sports and the proven benefits of 
firearm ownership.  They now are influenc-
ing their friends, dispelling anti-gun myths 
and introducing them to shooting and gun 
ownership.

We’ve also stopped passage of additional 
gun control and passed some good gun 
legislation in an otherwise hostile environ-
ment under former soft-on-crime but hard-
on-gun owners Governor Pat Quinn.

Success!
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Review	of	the	Ruger	10/22	
50th Anniversary Design 
Contest	Rifle
By henschman
www.appleseedinfo.com/smf

The 10/22 and Appleseed
The goal of Appleseed’s shooting 
curriculum has always been to teach 
shooters everything necessary to hit 
man-sized targets out to 500 yards with 
center fire rifles.  In the very early days, 
entire Appleseed firing lines were made 
up of M1As, M1s, FALs, SMLEs, and the 
like.  However, it was quickly realized that 
the cost of a weekend’s worth of center 
fire ammunition was preventing many 
shooters from attending.  It wasn’t long 
before Appleseed instructors came up 
with the concept of the Liberty Training 
Rifle (LTR) – a .22 LR rifle modified with 
features simulating a center fire battle 
rifle, suited for the Appleseed program of 
instruction and the 25m Army Qualification 
Test – allowing participants to save money 
by shooting center fire rifles less, while still 
developing and practicing the fundamentals 
of marksmanship.  The Ruger 10/22 was 
always by far the most popular basis for 
homemade LTRs, and for years, Appleseed 
volunteers have been trying to persuade 
Ruger to produce a factory 10/22 LTR.  
These efforts continually proved fruitless – 
until 2014, when the 50th Anniversary of the 
10/22 presented the perfect opportunity to 
make it a reality.

The Ruger 10/22 Design Contest
To commemorate the 50th anniversary 
of their most loved product, Ruger asked 

shooters to submit designs for their ideal 
customized 10/22.  Ruger planned to pick 
10 of the designs as finalists, and to hold 
a contest in which shooters could vote for 
their favorite, with the winning design to be 
put into production as a special anniversary 
edition rifle.  Appleseed instructor “Gary 
from Michigan,” screen name mac66 
on the Appleseed forum, saw this as an 
opportunity to realize Appleseed’s goal of a 
factory 10/22 LTR.  Gary understood that a 
winning design would need to have useful 
features and be aesthetically pleasing, 
but that Ruger would only choose rifles as 
finalists which were actually feasible for 
them to put into production.  With this in 
mind, he came up with a design that utilized 
existing factory Ruger parts to make the 
10/22 into a more suitable “Rifleman’s rifle.”  

His design started with a stainless steel-
barreled 10/22 and added a stock with 

modular buttstock inserts from the American 
Rimfire Rifle, sights from the Mini 14/
Gunsite Scout Rifle, and a threaded muzzle 
with a Mini 14 flash hider.

After being chosen as a finalist, Gary’s 
design was put up for vote against nine 
others, with designs ranging from bench 
rest rifles to sporting rifles to “tacticool” 
plinkers, including several takedown 
designs.  Shooters all over the world could 
vote for their favorite design on Ruger’s 
website, with the ability to cast one vote per 
day. In Appleseed circles, it has long been 
realized that Appleseed shooters make up 
a sizeable percentage of 10/22 buyers, and 
that a factory 10/22 would be a popular 
seller.  Ruger never agreed, believing that 
the extra features on a 10/22 LTR would 
price the rifle out of the market.  Appleseed 
participants across the U.S. saw Gary’s 
entry in the design contest as the perfect 

opportunity to show Ruger just how much 
demand there really was for a factory LTR, 
and flocked to the contest to vote for his 
rifle.  At the end of the contest, Gary’s LTR 
had a sizeable lead over the other finalists, 
and he was announced the winner.  

In a matter of months, Ruger’s production 
version of the rifle, dubbed the Ruger 10/22 
50th Anniversary Design Contest Rifle, 
began hitting gun store shelves.  I obtained 
one of the rifles the week after they were 
released in June 2014 for $318.00 plus tax.  
The following review contains details about 
the rifle and its features, my impressions 
of the rifle, including range testing, and 
my impressions on the rifle’s suitability as 
an Appleseed LTR.  I will also discuss the 
unavoidable comparison between this rifle 
and the other factory LTR – the Marlin 795 
LTR (which I reviewed in an earlier article 
here: http://appleseedinfo.org/smf/index.
php?topic=38982.0), and my views on how 
they stack up to one another. 

Initial Impressions
The 10/22 Design Contest Rifle is visually 
striking, with its contrasting silver metal 
and black furniture, and unique features 
that do not appear on any other 10/22 
variant.  It is immediately obvious that it 
is not your average factory 10/22.  I was 
glad to see that the receiver does not 
have a cheap painted-on silver finish like 
some 10/22 variants I have seen, like the 
old “Wal-Mart Special” 10/22s – it is a raw 
aluminum finish that does not appear to 
have a coating of any kind.  Tool marks are 
visible in the finish.  This finish seems to 
show scratches easily – the receiver was 
marred in a couple spots right out of the 

Gary’s design, as shown on Ruger’s website during the contest
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Liberty Guns  
“We have expanded!”

307 East Second Street * Homer, IL
217 896-8024

e-mail:  drothermel at gunssavelife.com
Tues. through Fri. 2p-5p, Sat. 10-5p. 
If no answer, call: Dean:  217-377-3326

Area’s largest Pro-Shot dealer since 1987.

Full-line gun shop
* Reloading supplies & equipment.
* New, used, consignments wel-
come.
* We’ve got ammo.  
* Now offering Internet sales of 
your consignments.
* Did we mention guns?  We’ve 
got ‘em and special orders are 
welcome.

In Homer on Route 49, turn east at 
the Marathon station and go 1 1/2 
blocks.  We’re on the south side of 

the road.  
Next door to the American Legion.  

Ammo is coming back!
400+ guns in stock!

Lots of Rugers, Glocks and 
Springfield Armory pistols in stock.

Double-tap Derringers arrived!
Come	see	our	growing	retail	space!

New	shipment	has	arrived	
from	Berry’s	Bullets!
Come	see	us	soon!

box.  The receiver’s finish matches nicely 
with the polished hammer forged stainless 
steel barrel.  In my experience on the 
Appleseed firing line, factory Ruger barrels 
are capable of excellent accuracy (which of 
course requires the shooter doing his part).  
All 2014 production 10/22s have special 
50th Anniversary markings on the bolt, but 
the Design Contest rifle also has a special 
receiver engraving that is unique to it.

The Stock
When first handling the rifle, I was 
immediately impressed by how good it felt 
in my hands.  On many plastic-stocked 
.22s, including the base model 10/22 
carbines, the stock looks and feels cheap 
and hollow.  There is nothing cheap about 
the plastic stock on this rifle – it is very 
ergonomic and very solid-feeling.  The stock 
is derived from the Ruger American Rimfire 
rifles, which are value-priced bolt action 
.22 caliber rifles.  Ruger already had a real 
winner with this stock, and simply adapted it 
to fit the 10/22 for the Design Contest Rifle.  
The contour of the forearm feels great in the 
hand, and the rough surface on the grip and 
forearm allow for a good grip without being 
too prickly or uncomfortable, the way some 
checkered grips can be.  The forearm is 
stiff and doesn’t flex, even under snug sling 
pressure.  Unlike base model 10/22s, the 
stock comes complete with front and rear 
sling studs.  

This would already be a great stock if 
the features stopped here – but the main 
feature of the stock that sets it apart from 
others is its ability to accept modular cheek 
pieces.  The comb and butt portion of the 
stock are a removable module, which 
can be swapped out for different units to 
make the rifle fit the shooter better.  Ruger 
makes four different stock modules – a 
straight comb in both regular and compact 
length, and a raised comb in both regular 
and compact length.  The 10/22 Design 
Contest Rifle comes with the two regular 
length cheek pieces.  The compact length 
stock modules, which are ideal for shooters 
of small stature, can be purchased at 
shopruger.com for $19.95 as of the writing 
of this article.  The stock module is removed 
by unscrewing the rear sling stud and 
pulling the module out of the stock.  Do 
not unscrew the stud with a sling swivel 
installed – it will gouge the stock around the 
stud.  Your best bet is to use a nail, Allen 
wrench, or other small cylindrical object 
that fits through the sling stud.  Insert the 

replacement module and re-tighten the sling 
stud.

Unfortunately, the raised comb stock 
module that comes with the rifle does not 
fit me at all, and due to my slightly less-
than-average stature, I suspect many other 
Riflemen will have the same problem with 
it.  The issue is the same as many factory 
raised cheek rests – it is too far to the rear 
for use with field positions like Appleseed 
teaches.  Even in the standing position, 
“turkey-necking” forward and dropping my 
head onto the stock puts the front edge 
of the raised comb well behind my cheek 
bone, where a shooter’s head should rest 
for a proper cheek weld.  Instead, the comb 
digs uncomfortably into the back of my jaw.  
This stock module is another example of 
how rifles and accessories are frequently 
not designed with the Rifleman in mind; 
though I’m sure it would work wonderfully 
for sitting in a chair and shooting the rifle off 
a bench rest. 

The Sights
The biggest deficiency with the standard 
factory 10/22 on the Appleseed firing line 
is the factory sights.  They are difficult to 
adjust, particularly with any kind of precision 
– elevation is adjusted by loosening two 
tiny screws and moving the notched leaf up 
or down on the rear sight base.  Windage 
can only be adjusted by drifting the rear 
sight base in the dovetail on the barrel with 
a hammer and punch.  It is difficult to zero 
factory 10/22 sights, and it is impossible 
to use Appleseed’s “Inches, Minutes, 
Clicks” zeroing technique with them.  Also, 
the short sight radius and fat, round front 
sight bead are not conducive to precision 
marksmanship.  They may well be the worst 
factory sights of any current production rifle.  
On his design, Gary replaced the standard 
10/22 sights with the same adjustable peep 
sights that are used on the Mini 14 and 
Gunsite Scout Rifle, which allow for easy 
adjustment and a much longer sight radius.  

The sights adjust for both windage and 
elevation at the rear sight.  The front sight 
is a non-adjustable blade with protective 
ears which is installed in the dovetail at 
the muzzle, just like the standard 10/22 
front sight.  The Ruger’s rear sight works 
very much like the front sight on a metric 
pattern FN FAL.  The rear sight aperture 
is threaded, and adjusts for elevation by 
screwing it either in or out of the rear sight 
base.  Windage is adjusted via push screws 

on either side of the rear sight base, which 
also serve to lock the aperture securely 
in place when the desired sight setting is 
reached.  A 5/64” Allen wrench is required 
to adjust the sights, and is a must-have 
for anyone who owns one of these rifles.  
To adjust elevation, use the Allen wrench 
loosen one of the push screws to take the 
pressure off the aperture, and then rotate 
the aperture either clockwise or counter-
clockwise to lower or raise it, respectively.  
One half rotation of the aperture moves it 
2.5 MOA.  

Note that the rear sight will be somewhat 
stiff the first time you adjust it, and may 
require using pliers, or sticking your Allen 
wrench or something of similar size through 
the aperture for leverage, in order to get it 
to rotate.  After the first adjustment, the rear 
sight should become loose enough that you 
should be able to turn it by hand once the 
side screw is loosened.  Once you have 
made the desired adjustment, tighten the 
same screw you earlier loosened until it is 
secure.

To adjust windage, loosen the push screw 
on the side you want the sight to move 
toward – each quarter rotation of the rear 
sight is equal to 1.25 MOA (a 1/5 rotation, 
which is harder to eyeball, is 1 MOA).  Then 
tighten the screw on the other side of the 
sight housing to push the rear sight in the 
desired direction, until it is tight against the 
other screw.  

The Design Contest Rifle’s sights are not 
quite as straightforward to adjust as Tech 
Sights, which adjust by simply rotating a 
dial the desired number of clicks; and the 
Ruger’s sights may not adjust with “clicks” 
per se; but the most important thing is that 
they allow for repeatable adjustments of 
both windage and elevation.  By substituting 
clicks with “quarter turns of the windage 
screws” and “half turns of the aperture,” 
the Inches/Minutes/Clicks method of sight 
adjustment can be effectively used with 
these sights.

Scope Mount
The 10/22 Design Contest Rifle makes 
use of a new and unique scope mount that 
also serves as the base for the rear sight 
assembly.  The mount is a Weaver type 
mount that attaches to the rifle’s receiver 
using the factory drilled and tapped scope 
mount holes, and extends forward of the 
receiver over the barrel by a little over an 

inch.  In a bit of an unconventional design, 
the front of the scope mount appears to 
contact the top of the rifle’s barrel.  

The mount is a nice improvement over 
the standard factory 10/22 scope mount, 
which has less mounting slots, and does 
not extend forward of the receiver, making 
it difficult to mount many scopes far enough 
forward to get proper eye relief.  This new 
mount sits a bit higher than the standard 
Ruger mount though.  The mount has a rib 
on its rear end extending down over the 
curve of the back of the receiver, to which 
the rifle’s rear sight is attached with one 
Allen head screw.  The rear sight can be 
removed from the rifle by removing this 
screw.  

I mounted a Weaver 1-3x scope to the rifle 
to see how well the mount worked.  In order 
to mount the scope as low as possible, I 
removed the rear sight and used low rings.  
The forward-extended portion of the mount 
was a welcome addition, and I used every 
bit of it to get the scope in the right position 
for optimal eye relief.  

Flash Hider

The Design Contest Rifle has a threaded 
muzzle with 1/2x28 threads, to which is 
attached a “birdcage” type flash hider – the 
same model as is used on the Mini 14.  A 
.22 LR with an 18 inch barrel does not have 
much muzzle flash, and many shooters will 
undoubtedly deride the flash hider as clown 
shoes, but I personally appreciate it.  For 
one thing, a flash hider serves as a muzzle 
protector, making it more difficult for the 
muzzle to be plugged by dirt and creating 
an unsafe condition.  This is a particularly 
welcome feature for an Appleseed 
instructor’s rifle, which frequently gets 
loaned out to students of varying skill levels.  
Also, the threaded muzzle makes it easy 
to attach any other sort of muzzle device 
you might want, including a suppressor.  
I had the chance to test this rifle with a 
suppressor – the results are detailed below.    

Part 2 - Range Testing - will run in the next 
issue of GunNews.



Appleseed	Marksmanship	and	
Heritage Events

Feb. 14 & 15 – INDOOR Appleseed at 
CIPS Range, on the grounds of Darnall’s 
Gun Works.  Maximum of 16 shooters; 
only a few  slots left.  Start planning now!  
Events are also scheduled in Illinois for:  
Bonfield, IL, on April 18 -19 
Marion, IL on April 18 -19
LeRoy, IL on May 16 – 17
Effingham, IL on May 30 – 31. 
For info about these Appleseed events 
you can go to: www.appleseedinfo.org; 
or email muttipie@htc.net; or call 618-
458-7745.  At appleseedinfo.org, select 
“Appleseed” from the top menu bar, then 
“schedule”.   You’ll be able to pick a state 
and see all the events on the schedule.  

Danville	Rifle	and	Pistol	Club,	
Oakwood,	IL.

Steel Plate Challenge Match – 3rd 
Saturday of each month, March through 
December (weather permitting).  Larry 
Pasquale, 217-443-2050, l.pasquale@
drpc-danville.com.  Range website is 
www.drpc-danville.com/

Foosland	Sportsmens	Club
Feb. 8 - Splatter Board Shoot – Breakfast 
starts 6 am, Shooting starts 8 am.  
Feb. 13 - Friday night Trap, 6 pm.
Feb. 27 - Friday night Trap, 6 pm.   
www.fooslandsportsmensclub.com 
Waylena McCulley, waystar@
gmail.com, 217-840-0972.

Leroy	Rifle	and	Pistol	Club
Every Thursday Evening, 4pm to 9pm – 50 
bird Trap Derby. Dick Miller, 309-962-8102 
rcmillerir2001@vahoo.com 

St.	Joseph	Sportsman’s	Club
Every Wed (5-10p) & Sat. (noon-4) – Trap 
and skeet shooting, open to the public. 
stjosephsportsmanclub@gmail.com; or 
Call (217) 469-2768.  

Westville	Sportsmans	Club		
Every Wednesday: Trapshooting Practice 
open to the public 6-10pm.  Every Sat-
urday:  Trapshooting Games open to the 
public 6-10pm.  Kitchen open both nights.  
Rifle and Pistol Range open to mem-
bers only during daylight hours.  $55.00 
single/$75.00 family yearly memberships 
available.  nuthinbutdust@yahoo.com / 
217-267-2612.

Darnall’s	GunWorks	and	Ranges,	
Bloomington,	IL

Tuesday through Sunday, Trap shooting 
and indoor pistol range open to the public 
9 am until closing.  
Every Tuesday and Wednesday, NRA First 
Steps pistol, 6:30 pm.  
For information about events or to register 
for a CCW class, calls Darnall’s at 309-
379-4331, or see www.darnalls.com.  
Also see their ad in this issue for a list of 
classes.  

Central	Illinois	Precision	
Shooting,	Bloomingon,	IL

Feb. 14 & 15 – Appleseed Marksmanship 
and Heritage Event, Indoors.  muttipie@
htc.net; or call 618-458-7745.  

ISRA	Range,	Bonfield,	IL
Feb. 21 – AR 15 Maintenance Clinic, 9am 
to 3pm at the ISRA Range.  Non-shooting 
event.  
Feb. 28 - AK47, SKS, Mosin Nagant Rifle 
Operation & Maintenance Class.  9am to 
3pm at the ISRA Range.  Non-shooting 
event.  
For information about  events, see www.
isra.org, or call the ISRA office at 815-635-
3198.  

High	Caliber	Training	Center	and	Indoor	
Range, Urbana, IL

Indoor pistol, rifle, and shotgun range.  
Feb. 28, Mar. 28, & April 25 -  Glock Sport 
Shooting Foundation Indoor Match Series.  
Also held June 13, July 11, and August 
8.  Pre-registration the night prior from 5-8 
p.m.  Registration 7-8 a.m. Shooting starts 
at 8 a.m.
For information about events or to register 
for courses, call 217-344-4282 or visit 
www.highcalibertrainingcenter.com. Also 
see their ad in this issue for more informa-
tion.

MEETINGS
Feb.	2	-	Sangamon	County	Rifle	Assn.	
Meeting, at 6:30 p.m. at KC Banquet Hall, 
2200 S. Meadowbrook Road, Springfield, 
IL.  Don Gwinn, 217-502-2452; 
dongwinn@thefiringline.com.  
Feb. 3 – Pontiac GSL Meeting, VFW, 
Pontiac, IL. Conversation and Dinner, 
6pm; Meeting 7pm. John Gahm, 815-848-
1252, jgahm@mchsi.com.  
Feb. 5 -  Peoria GSL Meeting, 
Peoria Pizza Works, 3921 N. Prospect, 
Peoria Heights, IL. Dinner and conversa-
tion, 5:30 p.m.; Meeting 7 p.m. Steve 
Schnurbusch at steve_schnurbusch@
hotmail.com.  
Feb.	5	-	Effingham	GSL	South	Meet-
ing, Effingham County Sportsmen’s Club, 
14295 N 1025th Street, Effingham, IL.   
5:30 pm social hour, 7 pm meeting.  Lyle 
Krueger, lekruger@frontiernet.net; 217 
343 6161
Feb. 10 – Champaign Guns Save Life 
Meeting, Fluid Events, 601 N. Country 
Fair Drive, Champaign, IL.  ‘Bear’ St. 
Pierre, estpierre@gunssavelife.com; 217-
480-2327.  

Gun	Shows
Feb. 1 – Dupage County PVSA Gun 
Show, Dupage Co. Fairgrounds, Wheaton, 
IL.  PVSA, (630) 365-2808, www.
pvsashow.org 
Feb. 7 & 8 – Effingham Gun Show, 

Knights of Columbus, Effingham, IL.   Ron 
Miller, 618-545-0785, millmanxx@gmail.
com.  
Feb. 7 & 8 – East Peoria Gun Show, Mid-
west Gun Collectors Assn., 309-274-2977, 
www.midwestgca.com.  
Feb. 8 – Kane Co. Sportsman’s Show, 
Kane Co Fairgrounds, St. Charles, IL.  
815-758-2773;  kanesportshow.com.  
Feb. 15 – Lake County Gun & Sportsman 
Show, VFW, Antioch, IL.  847-548-0433, 
mike@vintagearms.com 
Feb. 21 & 22 – Jacksonville Gun & Out-
doorsman Show, Diamond Expo Center, 
Jacksonville, IL.  Diamond Center LLC, 
217-248-1698; email info@diamondexpo-
center.com.  
Feb. 21 & 22 – New Berlin Gun Show, 
Sangamon Co. Fairgrounds, New Berlin, 
IL.  Rick Thrasher, 217-416-0618; www.
cigca.net.  
Feb. 28 & Mar. 1 – Bloomington Gun 
Show, Interstate Center, Bloomington, 
IL.  Bob Leckrone, 618-495-2572; www.
ecahuntingandtradeshows.com.  

Friends of NRA Events
Jan. 31 – Central Illinois Friends of NRA, 
5:30 pm, Litchfield Community Center.  
Jeff Harbaugh, 217-324-6555; sportsman-
schoice1@yahoo.com.  
Feb. 7 – Logan County Friends of NRA, 
KC Hall, Lincoln, IL.  Matt Lowe, 217-737-
0053; birdog73@gmail.com.  
Feb. 8 – Illinois Valley Friends of NRA, 
4:00 pm; Celebrations 150, Utica, IL.  Gina 
Nuske, 815-223-0503; Illinoisvalleyfnra@
gmail.com.  
Feb. 26 – Salt Kettle Friends of NRA, 5:30 
pm, Georgetown Fairgrounds, George-
town, IL.  Linda Potter, 217-474-3485; 
lpcoon@gmail.com.  

Other Events of Interest
Feb. 7 - Women On Target Instructional 
Shooting Clinic – Pistol, Chillicothe Sports-
men’s Club, Chillicothe, IL.  In this class 
you will receive basic firearms safety 
instruction, basic marksmanship instruc-
tion, and a certificate of completion.  Class 
size is limited to 24 students and is open 
to females ages 16 and older. Guns and 
ammo, ear and eye protection, and lunch 
will be provided.  You must be pre-regis-
tered for this class.  Call the ISRA office at 
(815) 635-3198 to register.  No FOID card 
required – No Experience Necessary – 
Cost is $65.  
Feb. 10 – Knox County Riflemen monthly 
meeting, 7pm, VFW Post 2257, Gales-
burg, IL.  Facebook.com/knoxriflemen.  
Feb. 15 – NRA Metallic Cartridge Reload-
ing Class, Foosland Sportsmen’s Club.  
Ron Beatty, pagan69@mchsi.com, 217-
417-3552.  
Month of February – Highland Rifle and 
Pistol Club, Highland, IL, has a variety 
of pistol shoots planned on their indoor 
range, as well as trap and skeet events, 
and an outdoor military shoot on Feb. 1 
and an outdoor cowboy shoot on Feb. 7  .  
618-654-5971; www.highlandgunclub.com.  

March 18:  SET ASIDE THE DATE NOW:  
IGOLD,	Illinois	Gun	Owners	Lobby	Day,	
11:30	am,	Springfield,	IL.		Plan	now	not	
only	to	attend,	but	to	bring	friends.		
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Space is available for advertisements in GunNews 
Magazine.  The current circulation is now 18,500 copies, 
distributed mostly in Illinois.  SIGN UP NOW.  

Ad rates Once    5+ times       One year 
Full page  $250 $200 $150  ($1800 total)
Half page $150 $125 $100    ($1200 total)
Quarter   $100 $80 $65   ($780 total)
Eighth  $65 $50 $40   ($480 total)
Sixteenth $40 $35 $25    ($300 total)
Columns are 12” tall and 2.4” wide.  

Guaranteed four-color ad placement is twice the normal 
rate, as space permits.

Deadline
The first Friday of the month preceding publication.

Ad Submissions
Ideally, ad should be in electronic format or camera / scan-
ner ready.  If in electronic format, Adobe InDesign (3.0) is 
strongly preferred, although a high-quality Adobe .pdf will 
work.  They can be submitted via email to templar223 at 
comcast.net or via CD or DVD to GunNews, PO Box 51, 
Savoy, Illinois 61874.  

If not in electronic format or camera ready, submit a basic 
description of what the ad should look like (business name, 
address, phone, product lines, prices, hours, message, 
etc) and we will put an ad together for you.

 

Advertising Information

Coming events  -- to add your event, email johnnaese at frontier.com

GUNS SAVE LIFE, INC.
D I R E C T O R Y
Staff

John	Boch,	Executive	
Director
templar223@comcast.net
217 649-3702

Tammy	Williams,
Executive Secretary
twilliams@gunssavelife.
com
217 318-9827
 

Officers
Eric ‘Bear’ St. Pierre, 
President
estpierre@gunssavelife.
com
217 480-2327

Adrienne Logue, 
Vice-President
alogue@gunssavelife.com
217 417-3157

Larry Shurbet, Treasurer 
lshurbet@mchsi.com
217 643-7314

Corporate Secretary
VACANT

David Pike, Immediate 
Past President
Pike2020@gmail.com
  

Directors
Dave	Clark
dave@xringcustom.com
217-849-3353

Roger Dorsett 
ruger1669@aol.com
217-384-7302

John	Gahm
jgahm@mchsi.com
815 848-1252

Lou	McClellan
lou_mcclellan@hotmail.
com   217 493-5195

Kent Metzger
whitleycreek@yahoo.com
217 259-2496

Dean	Rothermel
drothermel@gunssavelife.
com   217 834-3093

Troy Hinds
troyhinds
@gunssavelife.com 
217-493-7033 

Steve Schnurbusch
steve_schnurbusch@
hotmail.com   
573-768-2450 

Peter	Wheeler
Speed1@Speednet.com
309 275-7269 

George Irick
girick@live.com
309 219-2198

Mindy Gardner
blacksmith@flood
plainforge.com
309 838-6491
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GunNews Distribution 
Warren Drake 
wdrake@gunssavelife.com
217-898-9602 
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gmail.com
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www.gunssavelife.com
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Guns Save Life
PO Box 51
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John	Gahm
jgahm@mchsi.com
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Dave	Clark	
dave@xringcustom.com
217-849-3353

Peoria Coordinator:
Steve Schnurbusch
steve_schnurbusch@
hotmail.com
573 768-2450
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Sharp Defense
Jim Sharp

N.R.A. & Illinois Concealed Carry Classes
Paxton, IL

Serving Ford, Iroquois, Livingston, McLean, Piatt, 
Champaign, Vermilion Counties and beyond

Call 217 379-3652 
email:  training@sharpcs.com

Tickets	are	also	available	for	purchase	at	Liberty	Guns	and	Ammo,	Dave’s	Firearms,	
and	High	Caliber	Training	Center	and	Range.		You	do	not	need	not	be	present	to	win.

Illinois	Gun	Owners	Lobby	Day	2015
Wednesday, March 18th
Mark your calendar.  Make plans to attend!

Para Ordnance ends support of Liam 
Neeson	projects
(Facebook) - “PARA USA regrets its decision to 
provide firearms for use in the film “Taken 3”. While 
the film itself is entertaining, comments made by its 
Irish-born star during press junkets reflect a cultural 
and factual ignorance that undermines support of 
the Second Amendment and American liberties,” the 
company posted on its Facebook page. “We will no 
longer provide firearms for use in films starring Liam 
Neeson and ask that our friends and partners in Holly-
wood refrain from associating our brand and products 
with his projects. Further, we encourage our partners 
and friends in the firearms industry to do the same. 
#America #2A”
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Renew or sign up for a new 
one-year membership in 
Guns Save Life (form on back 
cover), and you can sign up a 
second individual for an an-
nual membership for only $10 
more.  

They will enjoy full member-
ship privileges in Guns Save 

Life, including delivery of 
GunNews to their mailbox 
each month.  Limited time of-
fer.  Enroll now!  No limit on 
this deal.  For example:  sign 
up for a three-year member-
ship or renewal, you can sign 
up three new members for 
$10 each.

A SCREAMING GOOD DEAL:

Sign up a friend for only $10 more...

 

Join Guns Save Life
Name

Address

City                                                                     State             ZIP

Telephone	(for	urgent	alerts	only)																						E-mail

Dues:

Donations:

Is this a gift membership?  If so, from whom:

_______   $30 - Annual membership
_______   $10 - Sign up a friend bonus
            (with a regular annual membership)
_______   $90 - Three-year membership
_______ $1000 - Life Membership 
_______  $500 - Life Membership Age 65+

_______   Legal Defense Fund donation
_______   Range Acquisition Fund donation
_______   Burma-style Sign Fund donation

_______				Total	Enclosed

We encourage anyone who supports civil rights, particularly the civil right of 
self-defense to join with us in our battle to retain and restore our civil rights.  

Clip	this	application	and	mail	it	along	with	your	check	to	
GunsSaveLife.com,	PO	Box	51,	Savoy,	IL	61874.			Thanks!

Do you like GunNews?

Would you like it delivered to your 
house each month?

Join the family today.  It’s just $30 
each year and that allows us to 
continue our good work, including 
publication of GunNews each month.

Membership has its privileges.

*  Discounts at some gun shops

*		Guns	save	Life	is	a	CMP-eligible	
club.  Visit thecmp.org to see how you 
can order an M1 Garand rifle for $495 
to $695.

*  GunNews	mailed	to	your	house	
each month.  No more hoping some-
one dropped them off at your favorite 
sporting goods shop or restaurant.

*  Discounts on products and ser-
vices	from	the	club	and	its	mem-
bers.  Members get it cheaper.

*		Pride	of	ownership	in	our	famous	
highway	signs.  Yes, you may call 
them “your own” when telling friends 
about them.

Join the family today.  Welcome 
home!

JOIN THE GUNS SAVE LIFE 
FAMILY TODAY.

SIGN UP HERE.

Join	Guns	Save	Life	today.
Get •	 GunNews delivered to your mailbox each month!
Stay up to date on the latest news and information about •	
gun rights in Illinois and beyond.
Learn how to better protect yourself and your familyNet-•	
work with like-minded, pro-gun folks.
Support freedom and liberty.  •	
Defend your right to defend yourself.•	

GIVE US YOUR SUGGESTIONS HERE.
WE WANT YOU and others to come to our monthly meetings in Champaign, 
Peoria, Pontiac, or Effingham.  To do that, we need to put on fun and interesting gun-
related programs each month.  

If YOU have a suggestion for a main speaker or a Tech Time speaker, please give it 
to us!  If you have a particular expertise or have a gun or shooting related story you’d 
like to tell, suggest yourself.  If you know someone who might put on an interesting 
display or talk, please share that info with us.  

Troy Hinds has voluteered to be our program coordinator; get him the information 
and he will contact the people that you suggest and try to line them up for one of our 
meetings.  

You can email Troy Hinds with your suggestions at 
troyhinds@gunssavelife.com 

or call him at 217-493-7033 
Or if you prefer, mail your suggestions to:  

GunsSaveLife.com, PO Box 51, Savoy, IL 61874.  

If you need additional cards, mail a 
self-addressed, stamped envelope to:

Guns Save Life
PO Box 51
Savoy, IL 61874-0051

Cards are available 4 / $1 to cover our 
printing costs.

We have noticed your sign, and will respect your wishes

BY DOING BUSINESS ELSEWHERE.

Where can I get those “No Guns” cards?

Guns Save Life furnishes new members 
with a few “No Guns” cards with their 
membership materials.  


