
In this issue
GSL Champaign  2
Alan Gottlieb   3
GSL Charleston   5
The Semantics of Manipulation 6
BEARing All   7
Foosland Club   8
GSL Peoria   9
News North of I-80  10
3 Most Vulnerable Locations 10
Prevent a Home Invasion 10
GSL Chicago   11
Licenses Up, Crime Down 13
New to Concealed Carry? 14
Freedom’s Forum  16
The Well-Armed Woman 19
GSL Pontiac   20
Executive Director’s Report 21
GSL Live on BBC London 21
GSL Leadership Directory  22
Upcoming Events   22
Old-fashioned church shoot 23
Membership form  24

GunNewsWe defend your right 
to defend yourself.

  Second Amendment news   Published monthly by GUNS SAVE LIFE    Vol. 21, Number 8 August 2015
Affiliated with Jews for the Preservation of Firearms Ownership, Civilian Marksmanship Program, the NRA, the ISRA, Illinois Federation for Outdoor Resources, and others

  E
ric

 S
t. 

Pi
er

re
, P

re
si

de
nt

  G
un

s 
Sa

ve
 L

ife
.c

om
  P

.O
. B

ox
 5

1
  S

av
oy

, I
L 

61
87

4

PR
E-

SO
R

T 
ST

D
.

U
.S

. P
O

ST
AG

E
P 

A 
I D

PE
R

M
IT

 N
O

. 5
1

PE
O

R
IA

, I
L

Guns Save Life welcomed 16-year-old accomplished trap shooter Hannah 
Martin to talk about her experiences and goals at our Peoria GSL meeting.  
For more, turn to page 9.

CHAMPAIGN:  Johnson Law Group.
Gun guys who are lawyers will talk about the importance of retaining 
counsel if you’re questioned by police, even if you’ve done nothing wrong.  
You’re not going to want to miss this.

“NO GUNS ZONES” need to go

WE AREN’T
CANNON
FODDER!
(GunsSaveLife.com) - America’s politi-
cians have made it unlawful for card-car-
rying good guys to carry their firearms in 
certain locations.  This includes military 
bases, thanks to a Clinton-era Executive 
Order.  Many state laws also establish 
churches as so-called “gun free zones”.   

Time and time again, these gun-free 
zones have lethal consequences for in-
nocent people.  

Several recent high-profile crimes, in-
cluding an attack on military facilities in 
Tennessee and a church in South Caro-
lina, all took place in these so-called gun 
free zones.  

Criminals don’t obey the law, much less 
silly signs.  The law-abiding, however, 
follow the rules and are paying a terrible 
price as the victims of spree killers, with-
out the tools necessary to stop or deter 
such an attack.  

While crime in general has gone down, 
the number of carry permits has gone 
up sharply.  High-profile attacks in “no 
guns” zones are growing alarmingly 
common.

Contrast the results of the church shoot-
ing in South Carolina with the results 
of a 2007 church attack in Colorado 
Springs, Colorado.  In that instance 
the house of worship, recognizing the 
danger from evil people, had asked 
volunteers to carry guns in church.  One 
of those civilian volunteers, Jeanne As-
sam, stopped a spree killer in his tracks 
before he could enter a sanctuary of 
the thousand-member church.  Many of 
those people are still alive because of a 
civilian woman legally carrying her gun.  

The fewer the “no guns” zones, the safer 
everyday Americans will be against 
spree killers and terrorists.  Let’s put an 
end to this foolishness instead of pre-
tending a silly sign will keep us safe.

August 2015 
Guns Save Life Meetings

Champaign:  • Second Tuesday of month:  Tues., Aug. 11th  
Fluid Events, 601 N. Country Fair Drive, Champaign, IL 61821
Pontiac:  • First Tuesday of month:  Tuesday, Aug. 4th 
Pontiac VFW Post 886, 531 W. Lincoln Ave., Pontiac, Illinois 61764
Peoria:  • First Thurs. of the month:  Thursday, Aug. 6th 
Childers Banquet & Catering, 3113 Dries Lane, Peoria, IL  61604
Charleston:  • Second Wed. of the month: Wed.,  Aug. 12th 
VFW, 1821 20th St., Charleston, IL, 61920
Chicago: •	  Sunday, July 26th / Sunday, August 30th 
at Oak Lawn VFW Post 5220, 9514 South 52nd Ave., Oak Lawn, IL 
60453.  Dinner and conversation at this location at 4pm, Meeting at 
5:30pm

Dinner, conversation, exhibits at 5:00 p.m.  Meetings at 7 p.m.
Come on out and join us.  Meetings are free and open to public.  

Dinner is optional. 
Good food and good friends. It’s a lot of fun too!

PEORIA:  Attorney Jason Jording.
Know your rights dealing with the police before you find yourself getting 
questioned.  Jason Jording will share tips and advice for you that hopefully 
you’ll never need to use.

Coming speakers...
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Burma-style highway sign count:  
24 sets, 10 counties, two states.  
500,000+ sightings per day, 182+ million per year

GUNS SAVE LIFE.com

Guns Save Life
Champaign-Urbana, Illinois
by John Naese

A Big Thank You to GSL
About 15 minutes before the official 7 pm 
start time for the meeting, the Ed Wachala 
family took the stage to thank GSL for the 
support of our many members who helped 
their family acquire a service dog for their 
daughter.   (See photo on back cover.)

You may recall, at a previous meeting 
Champaign police officer Ed Wachala had 
made a pitch for a gun drawing his family 
was doing to raise funds to train a service 
dog to help his daughter Sierra, who has a 
severe, life-threatening allergy to peanuts 
and peanut products.  A dog can be trained 
to detect peanuts in the area and guide a 
person away from them, as well as bring an 
epi-pen if the person goes into shock and 
get help for them as well.  As his daughter 
was entering college in South Carolina, 
hundreds of miles from home, they wanted 
such an animal to help keep her safe.  The 
cost to acquire and train the animal was in 
the thousands of dollars.  

GSL members were very supportive.  Ed 
said that of 750 tickets they sold for the 
drawing, over a third were purchased by 
GSL members and attendees.  

Tonight, members got to see the results 
of their good work.  Sierra Wachala and 
her new service Goldendoodle, Augustus 
(“Gus”) appeared on stage.  Sierra thanked 
everyone for their help.  Also appearing on 
stage was dog trainer Aly Conyers, of Cony-
ersCanines.com of Louisiana, who trained 
the dog and had just delivered it Sunday 
to Sierra.  Aly was staying with Sierra for a 
week to educate her in how to handle the 
service dog, and had another dog that was 
on its way to another new owner.  

Aly was asked if this is the first time that 
she had appeared in front of a gun group to 
thank them for helping acquire such an ani-
mal.  “Not even close”, she replied.  “Gun 
owners are a very giving group”.  

Meeting Opener
In the absence of Bear St. Pierre, GSL VP 
Adrienne Logue brought the meeting to 
order, and then led the Pledge of Allegiance 
and offered a prayer.  First time guests 
were introduced, coming from as far afield 
as Casey, IL.  But the award for the longest 
distance traveled to come to this meeting 
has to go to our main speaker for the eve-
ning, who you’ll meet in a moment.  

Adrienne summarized our mission as a 
group, to educate the public and support 
gun owners, through our many activities, 
including five monthly meetings, with more 
on the horizon, GunNews, the GSL website, 
GUNSSAVELIFE.COM, and appearances 
at and support of events in the community.  

September 8th Champaign:  
Youth Night
One such upcoming event will be a Youth 
Night at GSL, at our September 8 meeting 
in Champaign.  We’ll have special events 
and activities for youth that night, along with 
door prizes and a gun for one of the kids 
in attendance.  We encourage all to bring 
kids, grandkids, neighbor’s kids, etc, for that 
special meeting.  

John Boch presented his Executive Direc-
tor’s Report, summarized elsewhere in this 
issue.  

Tolono Softball
Jim Henry spoke briefly in support the Unity 
Rebels, a Girls Softball travelling team from 
nearby Tolono, that has been successful 
enough to be invited to the girl’s softball 
World Series, in Indianapolis, from July 
20-26.   
 
The fundraiser is to raise money so that are 
able to handle expenses.  1st prize is Glock 
19, 2nd prize is Ruger Charger, 3rd prize 
is Ruger SR22 purple, 4th prize is 1050 
Rounds 22LR ammo and 5th prize is 1000 
Rounds 22LR.  The drawing is Saturday 
July 18 at the Mason’s in Tolono.

Wendy Boch, left, talks HOOAH.  She’s 
pictured with GSL’s VP Adrienne Logue.

Healing Outside of a Hospital
Wendy Boch spoke about the HOOAH 
Deer Hunt for Heroes Golf Outing, which 
will be held September 26 at Pontiac.  
She acknowledged some large group and 
individual donations, and urged any golfers 
out there, of any skill level, to participate.  
She is also looking for eight golfers to golf 
on Friday the 25th with the guest Veterans, 
before the big event on the 26th.  If you are 
interested in golfing, or helping in any way, 
contact Wendy at wendala2@gmail.com or 
815-848-6248.  

Disabled American Veterans
Marty Poling gave an update on the DAV 
and the Champaign County Fair Board.  
After over 50 years of serving in the beer 
tent at the fair as their primary fundraiser for 
the year, the Disabled American Veterans of 
Champaign and Vermilion Counties, Chap-
ter 8, have been ousted by the Fair Board.  
The DAV and friends will be protesting this 
action by picketing outside the fairgrounds 

Ladies’ night!
GSL’s Vice-President Adrienne Logue, left, led the July GSL Champaign Meeting.  Debbie 
Trouth (right) won the S&W M&P Shield, while Kay Davis won the steel target.  Congratu-
lations ladies!  Bruce Brown also won another drawing for a White Oak Armament AR 
dry-firing device.

SAF’s head Alan Gottlieb with GSL’s John 
Boch.

precedents to use in the courts to assert 
that the 2nd Amendment was an individual 
right.  The collective right interpretation had 
become accepted by the Left, and there 
was nothing in the law review articles or 
court precedents to counter that.  

A check to SAF for $400k that Rahm signed.

Mr. Gottlieb said that a legal foundation had 
to be built before individual rights cases 
could be brought and won at the highest 
appellate levels.  To get the 2nd declared 
to be an individual right we needed to be 
patient and lucky.  

The patience involved first getting some 
legal scholarship out there on the sub-

from about 5 pm to 7 pm each night.  Bring 
your signs and 
flags and help the 
DAV show the pub-
lic the shoddy treat-
ment they have 
received from the 
Fair Board.  Marty 
said he’s already 
talked to the police 
about this, and the 
picketers are per-
fectly legal as long 
as they stay on the 
sidewalk and don’t 
impede the flow of 
traffic.  

Main Speaker 
Alan Gottlieb
The legal arm of the gun rights lobby
John Boch introduced Mr. Gottlieb, who is 
the founder and executive vice president of 
the Second Amendment Foundation (SAF).  
He traveled from his home Bellevue, 
Washington, to be with us this evening.  A 
nuclear engineer by training in college, but 
lucky for us, Mr. Gottlieb took up the gun 
rights mantle shortly thereafter.  He collects 
stamps and old guns, and is the author of 
“a whole lot of books”.  What he really is 
though, according to John Boch, is the head 
of the legal arm of the gun rights lobby.  

Mr. Gottlieb opened by commenting that 
Illinois has flipped in recent years from “one 
of the worst” states for gun rights to “way 
away from the worst”.  He cited New York 
and California as states that now rank lower 
for gun rights than Illinois.  As we saw later 
in his presentation, the SAF had a lot to do 
with Illinois becoming more livable.  

Mr. Gottlieb gave us a version of the history 
of legal precedents that he recently present-
ed to Yale Law School.  

He started the Citizens Committee for the 
Right to Keep and Bear Arms in 1972, 
and the SAF in 1974.  What he found was 
that, with the exception of one Oregon 
knife case, there was no history of legal 

Marty Poling, 
commander of 
the Champaign 
County Disabled 
American Veterans 
organization.
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URBANA AMERICAN 
LEGION POST 71

and
SONS OF 

AMERICAN LEGION
SQUADRON 71

Supporting Our Troops &
Our 2nd Amendment Rights

Urbana American Legion Post 71
107 N. Broadway Ave.

Urbana, IL 61801
(217)367-3121

Open Daily 10 am to 2 am. 
THE PUBLIC IS WELCOME!

$100.00 off Banquet rental for GSL members.

ject.  They got a legal symposium going at 
Boston University, with 30 pro-gun scholars, 
outlining the ideas that needed to make it 
into print in the law journals.  A few years 
later, another symposium was held at the 
University of Arizona Law School.  For that 
one, it wasn’t just pro-gun scholars who 
were invited.  About half the attendees were 
anti-gun, and another quarter of them were 
ambivalent to guns - but they were good 
lawyers.  

A few years later came the first pro-gun vic-
tories - but they were not Second Amend-
ment cases.  SAF helped get local anti-
gun laws in New Haven, Conn., and San 
Francisco overturned because they violated 
state preemption laws.  The headlines read 
“Gun Law Declared Unconstitutional” and 
were great press for our side; but they still 
hadn’t ruled on the Second Amendment.  

Gun owners won another case in California, 
where the state had provided a way (may 
issue) to get a permit, but the local officials 
would not even make an application avail-
able.  Again, not a Second Amendment 
victory, but it helped lay the foundation.  

The Heller case, in Washington, D.C., was 
the first victory that specifically cited the 
Second Amendment as an individual right.  
SAF did not fund that one (the backers did 
not want the case seen as being brought 
by a “gun group”) but the SAF did file an 
Amicus brief that may have helped avoid 
the case being sidelined on a technicality.  

The technicality would have been a citation 
of the Miller case from 1939.  In that case, 
the Supremes had ruled that a sawed-off 
shotgun was not protected by the Second 
Amendment because it did not resemble a 
weapon “commonly used by the militia”.  If 
the Supreme Court had not wanted to rule 
on the merits of the Heller case, they might 
have tried to say something similar about 
Mr. Heller’s revolver.  However, the SAF 
Amicus brief focused on this, and used the 
phrase “commonly owned firearm” which 
was used in the ruling.  

He mentioned earlier “patience” and “luck”.  
The patience is demonstrated above - years 
of law review articles and other cases, lead-
ing up to the modern landmark civil rights 
cases of Heller, McDonald, and Ezell.  In 
Heller and McDonald, the luck was demon-
strated as well.  

The initial case was lost at the district court 
level, and won on appeal at the appellate 
court, before the other side appealed that 
one and took it to the Supreme Court.  This 
took a few years.  If DC had been smart 
about it, they would have simply made mod-
est changes to their terrible law, and the 
case would have been set aside as moot.  
But they didn’t; they cheerfully defended 
their gun ban until the end, when they lost 
at the Supreme Court.  

An hour after the announcement of the vic-
tory in Heller v. DC, SAF filed on behalf of 
Otis McDonald in Chicago.  We were also 
lucky there, that Chicago politicians were 
just as bullheaded as DC politicians, and 
did not make the minor changes that might 
have mooted the case, preventing it from 
going to the Supreme Court.  The victory in 
McDonald incorporated the Heller decision 
to the states.  

The day we won McDonald, the SAF filed 
Bateman v. Perdue in North Carolina, where 
the state claimed the right to suspend the 
2nd Amendment during an emergency.  We 
won at the trial court level, and instead of 
appealing it, the North Carolina legislature 
changed the law to comply; it seems they 
learned from the bullheadedness of DC and 
Chicago.  

The Palmer case was filed in DC the day 
after the Heller victory; Heller having won 
the right to keep a gun in his home, Palmer 
wished to carry in public.  At the District 
Court level, an anti-gun judge sat on the 
case for four years before being replaced, 
and it took two years after that for the case 
to move.  The new judge issued summary 
judgment that DC was wrong not to allow 
permit to carry.  DC, having learned a bit of 
a lesson from Heller, passed a carry law.  
A terrible carry law, may issue, but a start.  
Another case is now pending, the Wrenn 
case, is looking to get that restrictive may-
issue scheme thrown out.  

And then there’s the Ezell case, “the case 
that keeps on giving” according to Got-
tlieb.  Chicago, having lost the McDonald 
case and their total ban on handguns in 
the home, passed a restrictive law requir-
ing a permit and training to keep a gun in 
your home.  They also passed a law that 
effectively banned gun ranges in the city.  
Rhonda Ezell was the lead plaintiff in chal-
lenging that law.  The city won that one at 
the trial level, but was reversed on appeal.  

The city then set new standards for ranges - 
which still couldn’t ever reasonably be met, 
and another Ezell victory was won.  Since 
then, the Ezell case has been cited all over 
by courts at all levels.  If not for Ezell, he 
said, there would have been no Moore v. 
Madigan, which was the case that forced 
the Illinois Legislature to pass a concealed 
carry law.  

Currently, SAF has a hand in over 30 active 
cases, all over the country, weaving a web 
of court wins and precedent throughout the 
land.  Several of those involve gun rights 
for legal aliens.  Why would you care about 
them, he’s been asked.  The answer is, if 
legal aliens have gun rights, then surely any 
citizen should have gun rights as well.  It’s 
all about playing the long game, Gottlieb 
kept explaining.

The most recent SAF victory was won in 
Puerto Rico, which had really bad gun laws 
until a few weeks ago - and now has consti-
tutional carry due to another SAF lawsuit.  

Mr. Gottlieb concluded by answering audi-
ence questions, and got asked some good 
ones.  One person wanted to know how 
much damage President Obama could do 
to our cause with only a year and a half left 
in his term.  The answer was that he could 
really hurt us with court appointments.  Our 
Supreme Court victories have been 5-4 af-
fairs, and if he gets to appoint replacements 
for any of those five it could really hurt us.  

Gottlieb said he hopes the Congress will 
confirm no Supreme or lower court vacan-
cies during Obama’s final months in office.  
The courts are not supposed to be a parti-
san issue, but Gottlieb pointed out that as 
far as SAF cases go, of all the cases they 
have filed, only three Democratic judges 
have ruled our way, and only three Republi-
can judges have ruled against us.  

Another question led to a short exposition 
on background checks.  He warned us that 
this might make us feel a little uncomfort-
able.  Gottlieb believes (and his 40 year his-
tory of court cases shows) that you should 
fight your battles not just to win today, but to 
win in the future.  Background checks are 
a  losing issue, he explained.  The polls are 
not lying when they say that the overwhelm-
ing majority of Americans support back-
ground checks.  His organization and others 
have polled the question with every com-
bination of words and questions, and the 
results are the same.  Even when people 
are informed that background checks don’t 
work, they still support them.  

Knowing that, he said, we can either fight 
the tide, or we can help write the law so 
that it doesn’t impact us in any meaning-
fully negative way.  If we fight and lose this 
issue, the other side will write the law, and it 
will surely be worse than if we had written it 
ourselves.  

On a lighter note at the end, he was asked 
about his bowtie.  He said when he first 
started in gun rights, he had long hair and 
did not look like the typical “gun guy”.  As 
he got older, he adopted the bow tie for 
the same reason.  When he goes on TV, 
he doesn’t come across as the typical “gun 
guy” and that helps him make his points 
with journalists, who aren’t expecting some-
one who looks like him to defend gun rights 
like he does.  

We thank Mr. Gottlieb for his presence and 
his presentation.  

Meeting notes continued on page 4.

August 2015 GSL Champaign
Main Speaker:  Johnson Law Group.  Gun guys who are lawyers will talk 
about the importance of retaining counsel if you’re questioned by police, 
even if you’ve done nothing wrong.  You’re not going to want to miss this.

Tech Time:
CZ Scorpion.
Really.

The gun:  Henry Golden Boy .22 
lever action.
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Tech Time
Troy Hinds
AR-15 Dry Fire Device
With ammo in short supply and expensive, 
you still need to practice, said Troy, and a 
good way to practice is dry fire.  You can 
use dummy rounds or snap caps for this.  
There’s a better way for AR shooters to 
practice, a new product White Oak Arma-
ment of Carlock, IL.  It’s a dry fire device 
that allows you to practice your dry firing 
without breaking your shooting position.

Troy demonstrated how easy it is to put this 
device in an AR style rifle.  It’s also safe, as 
you have to remove the bolt and bolt carrier 
to put in the device, so even if you violate 
the cardinal rule about having no ammuni-
tion present in your designated dry fire 
area, it’s still 100% safe.  The best part is 
that this device allows you to dry fire a lot, 
without having to run the bolt every time.  

This is important for developing muscle 
memory, and for changing it.  For example, 
if you modify your trigger to go off at a 
lighter weight (say, from five pounds down 
to 2 pounds) you’re going to need a lot 
of dry fires to get your finger used to that 
trigger weight, or you’re going to be letting 
off shots when you don’t expect them.  This 
device can give you the hundreds or thou-
sands of trigger pulls you might need to get 
proficient on that trigger.  

The price, about $60, has given a few 
people pause.  Troy explained that’s 120 
rounds at today’s prices and serious shoot-
ers practice scores if not hundreds of dry 
fire repetitions for every live round sent 
down range and that’s why they are so 
skilled.  Dry fire practice is effectively free 
once you have this device, which saves you 
money over practicing with live rounds all 
day long.  White Oak is working on versions 
for other firearms besides the AR platform.  
White Oak also donated one of the devices 
to be given away tonight.  

Dewitt County Sportsman’s Club
Clinton, IL

For more information or an applica-
tion to join, visit our website: de-
wittcountysc.com  or by mailing a 
request to Dewitt Co. Sportsman’s 
Club; PO Box 322; Clinton, IL 61727 

The White Oak Dry Fire Device looks and 
feels like a 20 round magazine

Appleseed 
Speaking of practicing marksmanship skills, 
John Naese talked about the Appleseed 
rifle marksmanship and heritage clinic, 
coming up on August 8 and 9 at the Holland 
Farm in McLean, IL.  A nice venue, and 
excellent marksmanship instruction for an 
inexpensive $60 for the weekend, or $40 
for the day.  Under age 18 is $20 for the 
weekend.  

Bring a .22 rifle 
and a few hun-
dred rounds, and 
try your hand.  
Centerfire rifles 
are welcome; you 
can bring both.  
Shoot your .22 
most of Saturday 
to save money and absorb the skills, and 
your centerfire on Sunday to see that it 
works with the big guns too.  Experienced 
shooters and beginners can both benefit 
from this training.  As an added bonus, dur-
ing our shade breaks you can hear some 
of the stories of the day this country really 
became a country - April 19, 1775.  

You can sign up at Appleseedinfo.org; click 
on the top of the page where it says “Apple-
seed” and a drop down menu will give you 
“schedule”.  Click on that, click on Illinois on 
the map that pops up, and this shoot will be 
right there at the top.  If you have questions 
you can email John Naese at johnnaese@
frontier.com, or call him at 217-840-0246.  

Door Prizes and Drawing
While a few last minute drawing tickets 
were sold, some fine door prizes were 
given away, including shooting earmuffs, 
a wooden ammo crate, T shirts, and other 
items.  For the drawing, first ticket won the 
gun; second ticket won the Dry Fire Device; 
and third ticket won a swinging steel target, 
donated by one of our members who makes 
them in Pontiac, IL.   

Thanks for reading; hope to see you live 
in person at the next meeting at one of our 
five cities!

SEPTEMBER YOUTH NIGHT
Remember, our September 8, 2015 meeting 
will be a youth night.  We’ll have an archery 
range set up, along with a host of other 
interactive activities for kids (and grown up 
kids).  We’ll also have a door prize pool for 
the young people and we’ll give away a gun 
to one of the kids in attendance.

Saturday, October 31st

OUTBREAK 
Zombie Shoot

GSL CHAMPAIGN
Meeting notes continued from page 3.
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Guns Save Life 

Charleston!
Meeting Notes by Bill Harrison

The monthly of GSL in Charleston was 
held at the Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 
1592 on Wednesday, July 8th, 2015.  An 
impressive turnout of over 60 of the faithful 
enjoyed a fine meal catered by Country 
Catering as well as some very interesting 
presentations.

GSL’s Charleston Regional Coordinator, 
Bill Harrison, called the meeting to order 
and led the audience in the Pledge of Al-
legiance. There were numerous first time 
GSL meeting attendees welcomed.  We 
recognized our veterans, thanking them and 
giving them a round of applause for their 
service.

We introduced the local leaders, myself 
and Justin Bawcum, as well as the group’s 
Executive Director John Boch and Director 
Troy Hinds.  

History of GSL
We gave those present a very brief recap 
of the twenty year history of GSL and how 
we came to have a monthly meeting in 
Charleston, IL - home of Eastern Illinois 
University and much more.  The local meet-
ing is one of five GSL currently holds in 
cities across Illinois, and more are coming 
not only in Illinois, but other states as well.  
We currently have dues-paying members in 
38 states!

Executive Director’s Notes 
John Boch brought folks up to date on news 
and legislative issues to date, as well as 
offering a glimpse into what’s coming.  A 
summary of John Boch’s Executive Direc-
tor’s notes can be found on page 21.

Main Speaker 
Mowhawk Man
Looking Out for Veterans
The main speaker was Mowhawk Man, who 
was immediately identified as he arrived 
due to his hair style.  He’s a motivational 
speaker and an activist for veterans issues.

“Mo” introduced his travel companions, 
Brandon & Kenneth Nichols, who are Gold 
Star children. They are the sons of Sgt. 

Justin Bawcum and his smiling daughter 
Elizabeth see to the drawing.  

Kenneth R. Nichols, Jr. who was killed in 
action in April 2009 while serving in Af-
ghanistan.  Sgt. Nichols joined the US Army 
because he loved America and wanted to 
serve and defend his country.  

The Mowhawk Man brought along Nichols’ 
sons as the young men are working to help 
find homes for displaced and/or homeless 
veterans. He’s helping them selling t-shirts 
and conducting other fundraising towards 
those goals.  They’ve got an RV trailer 
they’ve converted over for temporary hous-
ing and work to obtain permanent help for 
those who need it.  They’ve achieved some 
success already.

Mowhawk Man adamantly encouraged 
everyone present to be vocal in support for 
the ideals which have made our country 
the greatest nation on earth.  Many have 
served, suffered or sacrificed to make 
America the land of the free and home of 
the brave, and sadly, some are working to-
day to trade freedom for perceived security 
and political correctness.

Be aware of the “smoke and mirrors” 
distractions from the true challenges our 
nation faces.  “They divert our attention 
with distractions like the Confederate flag 
instead of the real issues that are important 
to Americans,” Mo said. 

Groups like Guns Save Life, he said, 
promote freedom and liberty and that’s why 
he’s proud to promote us and our message.  
We are the forgotten majority. He encour-
aged everyone to talk up GSL with their 
friends and on social media, and encour-
aged folks to join GSL.  

Tech Time
AR 15 Dry Fire Device
GSL’s Speaker Coordinator Troy Hinds 
asked everyone to let him know if they have 
something of interest that you would like 
to present or know of someone from which 
they would like to hear a presentation.  

From there, he jumped into an explanation 
of a new, money-saving and skill-building 
product, an AR 15 Dry Fire Device.  White 
Oak Armament of Carlock, IL donated the 
product and after Troy gave his presenta-
tion, we gave it away!   For more informa-
tion on the device, turn to page 4 and read 
more about Troy’s similar presentation in 
Champaign.

Justin Bawcum, a former squad designated 
marksman in the military, supplemented 
Troy’s presentation, sharing a technique 
that he utilized. Insert a cleaning rod into 
the barrel (unloaded gun of course!) & bal-
ance a penny on the protruding end.  The 
goal, in trigger and breath control, is to 
squeeze the trigger without knocking the 
penny from the cleaning rod.

Tech Time #2
Dueling Bug Out Bags
Justin Bawcum and John Boch demon-
strated what they have included in their 
“Bug Out Bags” in a compare and contrast 
setting.  Both were set up for getting to a 
safe place in an emergency.  

Justin, being a family man with children 
included more family oriented items (think 
diapers and baby stuff, etc.), while John 
focused on limiting the weight of his bag 

with a minimalist approach.  Where Justin 
had an Olive Drab bag, John strived to look 
like a “sheeple”, and not someone with an 
inviting pack full of stuff.  

Both had variations of food and water solu-
tions, first aid, basic tools, some clothing, 
fire starting devices and shelter.  While 
Justin had several knives, flashlights and 
some other heavier gear, John said he has 
a single AA LED flashlight, knife (part of 
a multi-tool) and the heaviest thing in the 
whole pack is a genuine GI folding shovel.  
Pretty much everything else in Boch’s pack 
is small, light or both (aluminum tent pegs, 
for instance).  While Justin had bottles of 
water in his pack (along with iodine tablets), 
John had a water filter (water is heavy!) 
and a Camelback reservoir (empty).  John 
showed a few specific items, including 
energy rations, comfort foods (hot chocolate 
and instant oatmeal), baby wipes and Ivory 
soap (because it floats!). 

While they had different takes on contents, 
one similarity was obvious:  both men had 
almost everything in zip-lock bags to protect 
from moisture.  

John observed that in any pack, ounces 
equal pounds and pounds equal pain!  So, 
in his mind, his 12-15 pound pack is far bet-
ter than a 30- or 50-pound pack - especially 
for those who aren’t in good physical shape.  

Justin noted that he could shed less-critical 
aspects of his pack if the was unable to 
carry it all.  “Better to have it and not need 
it,” he said.  

They both indicated that 
depending upon circum-
stances, a hidden cache 
could be accessed for re-
supply of expendables, or 
items which were deemed 
to no longer be necessary 
could be discarded to 
lighten the load.

Tech Time #3
Dehumidifier Q & A
Following a recent Tech 
Time presentation by 
John Boch of a small gun 
safe sized dehumidifier 

at a Champaign meeting, John Hamilton 
displayed one three which he had recently 
purchased.  Mr. Hamilton raved over the 
little dehumidifier, but his only critique was 
that the adapter end of the plug wouldn’t fit 
through the hole in the back of his safe, so 
he had to make the hole a little bigger.

John suggested simply cutting the cord and 
then splicing it back together once you’ve 
run the wire through the tiny hole.

Together they discussed its installation 
and usage.  Questions from the audience 
were asked, including what gun would be 
recommended for a beginning shooter for 
a lifetime of shooting fun.  John Boch’s 
recommendation was a Ruger 10-22.  

Door Prizes & Drawings
Several nice items were given away for 
door prizes,  including trophy mount boards, 
flashlights, ammo boxes, pocket knife, pep-
per spray & more.  Clint Shaw of Charleston 
held the matching ticket for the drawing for 
the Savage M350 12 Ga home defense 
shotgun. Bobby Bennett of Charleston held 
the matching ticket for an AR 15 Dry Fire 
Device.  Rodney Willens held the matching 
ticket for a large sheath knife.

Coming up in August
Our next meeting will be held at the 
Charleston VFW on August 12 and there 
will be a drawing for a Walther PPX M1 
in 9mm with 16+1 magazine, furnished by 
Rural King in Charleston, IL.  

What’s in your bag?  Enough to evacuate if you have to, or to 
walk home if you’re stranded by some natural or man-made 
disaster?  Two versions were on display.  

L to R:  Rodney Willens, winner of the sheath knife; Bill Harrison; and Clint Shaw, winner 
of the shotgun.  Even if you don’t win a new gun or a really big knife, you’ll probably still be 
smiling after a GSL meeting.  
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Sangamon Co. Rifle Association
www.sangamoncorifleassociation.org

Don Gwinn, Chairman  | don.m.gwinn@gmail.com | (217) 502-2452

Regular monthly meetings take place the 
first Monday of each month at 6:30 p.m.

KC Banquet Hall
2200 S. Meadowbrook Rd., Springfield, Illinois  

The next meeting of the Sangamon County Rifle Association will be on 

Monday, August 3
Come out and join us!  It’s fun and free. The public is encouraged to attend.  

by John Ross

Editor’s note:  John Ross, the author of 
Unintended Consequences, wrote this 
piece a few years back.  Some of the 
victories won by gun owners in recent years 
can probably be traced to the changes in 
language and strategies advocated in Mr. 
Ross’ opinion piece.  

Semantics: the historical and psychological 
study and the classification of changes in 
the signification of words or forms viewed 
as factors in linguistic development

What is wrong with Conservatives and 
supporters of the Second-Amendment? 
Why, in spite of their best efforts, do they 
continue to lose ground to those on the 
political left? The reasons are many, the 
causes varied, but simply put, it is because 
conservatives do not understand 
how to communicate with the modern 
electorate.  

“When words lose their meaning, the 
people will lose their liberties” 

- Confucius

THE LEFT vs. THE RIGHT
Emotionalizers vs. Intellectualizers
The left, politically, tends to attract people 
who speak and reason through their 
feelings. “I feel your pain.” “What a hateful 
thing to say.” “How will that affect the 
underprivileged…the children?” They speak 
in a language of feelings and it is reflected 
in the words they use. Those on the right, in 
contrast, tend to process information based 
on perceived structures of “reality” and what 
they perceive to be “common sense”. The 
gestalt of the left can be thought of as a 
gestalt of INCLUSION (based on feelings 

of togetherness) the gestalt of the right as 
a gestalt of UNDERLYING REASON AND 
OVERALL CONCEPTS. How do these 
groups interact within their own ranks?

Generally, when talking as a group, those 
on the right hold up topics or ideas as 
“the point” of the discussion; tact and 
politeness, although they may be important, 
are secondary to the ideas and “truths” 
that each is trying to defend or develop. 
Conservatives can, and often do, say things 
in their discussions and to each other that 
those on the left would consider insulting, 
but these things are not seen as offensive 
because individual words, even phrases, 
are secondary to the larger points and 
systems being pursued. 

Those on the left, in contrast, when 
interacting with each other, although also 
concerned with some point, are much more 
worried about not pushing their opinions 
to the level of personal insult––and are 
very careful to avoiding this––because the 
overall feeling of “community” and “group” 
is not to be sacrificed over abstract ideas; 
it is not uncommon for a member the group 
to intervene in the discussion between two 
other members to smooth things over if it is 
perceived that cohesiveness is being lost.

Understanding the Electorate
Consider our day and age. Do we live in 
a slower-paced or faster-paced world? Do 
more people read books or watch TV? Are 
you willing to read that thousand page book 
or would you prefer to see the two hour 
movie? Whereas baseball was once the 
national pastime, faster sports like football 
and basketball have overtaken baseball in 
popularity. What does this mean politically? 
Put simply, most people no longer have 

the time or inclination to learn advanced 
systems of logic or be persuaded through 
long lectures or explanations; instead, 
THEY RESPOND TO SOUND BITES AND 
APPEALS TO EMOTION. Does this make 
them easier to manipulate? Yes, but most 
people don’t care or even know they are 
being manipulated. It is hard enough just to 
hold a good job, run a household, and have 
time for the kids and recreation; when it 
comes down to boring political discussions 
or these priorities they’ll avoid the former. 

So what does this mean? It means that 
a  fast-paced world full of people who 
reason emotionally equals victory for those 
on the political left  Why? Because acting 
and reacting emotionally is already in line 
with their natural communication style; 
no adaptation is required. To win, they 
must simply continue to act and speak 
normally. The very structure of the modern 
world puts those on the political right at a 
disadvantage. So what is to be done?

Framing the Debate…the Power of 
Words
Moderator: “What are your positions on gun 
control?”

Democrat: “We must protect the children in 
our society from dangerous maniacs.”

Republican: “In 1776, our founding fathers 
got together and……[candidate then goes 
on for as long as he can until cut off by the 
moderator. After the first three lines, Joe 
voter gets up and goes to the refrigerator; 
he gets back just in time for the next 
question].
 
Moderator: “Relay your positions on the 
purposed tax cuts.”  

Democrat: “The tax cuts would help only 
the wealthy while hurting the poor and 
disadvantaged.”  

Republican: “I resent those accusations. 
While the rich would get more money back 
according to basic economics….[candidate 
then goes into a lecture on the nature 
of capitalism and money, and Joe voter 
decides he had enough of that in high-
school and turns the channel to MTV].
 
Result: Joe enjoys the night listening to 
rock and roll and goes and votes for the 
Democrat in the election.

In the minds of those on the left, it is very 

simple. GUNS ARE DANGEROUS AND 
TAX CUTS HURT THE POOR. Is this true? 
In certain instances, but generally no. But it 
sounds good, and is easy for the average 
person to comprehend. 

What impression does the conservative 
give? That the world is a complex place and 
you, Joe voter, haven’t studied the issues 
enough to know what is true and what isn’t, 
and your laziness is having a detrimental 
effect on our society. Is that true? Yes. 
But because people in our society have 
been trained through the vehicles of 
pop culture to react and be influenced 
through emotions, THE FACT THAT THE 
CONSERVATIVE IS RIGHT will not help 
him on election day if his presentation is 
emotionally assaulting. Let’s consider some 
notorious examples.

“Homophobia” and the “Assault 
Weapons” Ban
Leftist: “I fully support the assault weapons 
bans. No one needs an assault weapon. 
Gay marriage? Anyone who is against it is 
hateful and homophobic.” 

Conservative: “Uh…there’s nothing wrong 
with my ASSAULT WEAPON”…and “I’m not 
HOMOPHOBIC”.

In this example, who framed the debate? 
The leftist. Did the conservative attempt 
to reframe the debate? No. If fact, the 
conservative did the worst thing possible. 
He actually strengthened and validated 
the original misleading “frame words” by 
repeating these leftist labels. 

Why does this happen? Because 
THOSE ON THE LEFT NATURALLY 
UNDERSTAND THE IMPACT OF WORDS 
better than those on the right. Why? 
Because they are emotionalizers who FEEL 
the impact of words more deeply than 
conservatives who tend to intellectualize. 

So what do those on the right need to know 
about communicating with the electorate in 
the modern age?

 
[Editor’s note:  We’ll bring you some 
solutions and specific talking points in 
next month’s issue of GunNews with a 
continuation of this article.  If you can’t wait, 
you can visit our website or google “Words 
Have Meaning GunsSaveLife.com” to read 
the entire article.]

Why Are You Losing Your Freedoms?  

The Semantics of Manipulation

We did not receive a SCRA meeting summary in time for publication this month.
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August 28th, 29th, & 30th

By Bear St. Pierre

This month marks the beginning of a regu-
lar column on concealed carry, firearms and 
outdoor-related equipment.  

We have been (torture) testing different hol-
ster rigs and related accessories these past 
few months.  Yes, even flashlights. 

I will be putting these products, both dealer 
samples and private purchases, through the 
“Bear Test”. 

“What is the Bear Test?” you may ask.  Well 
simple: I am putting them through the “Time 
in the Life of Bear” Test! To give you a little 
insight into what that means, I lead a rough 
and rugged lifestyle.  When I’m not work-
ing as a professional wrestler or as a youth 
group leader, I’m managing businesses and 
serving as a gun rights organization presi-
dent.  I’m indoors, outdoors and everywhere 
in between.  I love the great outdoors, and 

that includes hunting, fishing, camping, 
hiking and one of my favorites, cutting down 
trees with chainsaws.  I’m getting too old to 
use the axe, even if the wife thinks it looks 
manly to cut down a tree the old-fashioned 
way.

I use these products in our Illinois’ world 
- hot, humid summers and cold winters, 
along with my rough and tumble lifestyle. 
This year, that includes torrential rainfall, 
and this Bear doesn’t use umbrellas!  

I’ve had some surprises, both good and 
bad, already and I’ll be sharing those in 
coming product reviews.  Indeed, part of my 
reviews may include customer service and 
return experiences for defective or non-
performing gear.  All of this as a service and 
benefit to our Guns Save Life members and 
GunNews readers.

Let’s let the fun begin!
by Bear St. Pierre

BEARing
All

SnagMag is a discreet 
magazine carrying adapter 
that slips into your pocket.

I purchased this item on 
Amazon because it saved 
me money over buying it 
direct, and Amazon’s return 
policy is always easy. 

The SnagMag concept 
imitates a folding knife in 
your front pocket, so you 
can carry it openly without 
people paying any atten-
tion to it.  That’s right, it’s 
hidden in plain sight.  It 
even comes in left-handed 
version to accommodate 
Southpaws.

The whole assembly, save 
the metal clip, is made 
out of .06 Boltaron (think 
“Kydex”).  The “Snag” part 
of the SnagMag is a plastic 
clip the hooks under the 
pocket rivet on your jeans 
or the bulk thread portion of 

your slacks. 
I have been carrying this 
product for months now.  
The manufacturer sug-
gested using single stack 
magazines for comfort.  I 
am carrying a double stack 
magazine with mine. I 
wanted to test the com-
fort when carrying more 
rounds, and I plan to get an 
extended magazine model 
in the future. 

I have found that the 
SnagMag is extremely 
comfortable. I never felt it in 
my pocket and it is compact 
enough that I can still reach 
into my pocket and pull out 
other items. 

As for the critique of the 
product, the clip is attached 
with a circular hollow rivet 
that allows for the clip to 
rotate even when wearing 
the product. I have reached 
down a couple of times and 
found the clip rotated 45° 
pointing straight back or 
forward. This isn’t a huge 
deal, but most pocketknives 
use a three-screw system 
to keep this from happen-
ing. I have also noticed 
some minimal rust pitting 
on the clip. It has been with 
me in hot wet weather and 
it’s starting to show.  

SnagMag’s customer 
service was very easy to 
communicate with via email 
when asking questions 
about help with purchasing, 
however there is no phone 
number listed on the web-
site. They retail for about 
$35.00 but street prices 
may vary.

I’m going to give SnagMag 
4 bear paws out of 5.

BEARing All Product Review:  SnagMag
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Registration Form
Critical Threat Management

____:   August 15 & 16, 2015
____:   September 12 & 13, 2015

Name:  ________________________________

Address:  ______________________________

City, State, Zip:  _________________________

Phone:  _______   Email: _________________

Bring a friend!

Name:  ________________________________

Address:  ______________________________

City, State, Zip:  _________________________

Phone:  _______   Email: _________________

Mail this form and payment to:
GSL Defense Training, LLC
21 Brookshire Green
Bloomington, IL 61704

Upon receipt, we’ll send you a welcome packet that 
includes map, directions, hotel recommendations 
and a list of suggested items to bring. 

John Boch  217 649-3702   templar223@comcast.net
John Naese  217 840-0246   johnnaese@frontier.com
Jeff Schwarm  630 605-1898  jschwarm@aol.com

Critical Threat Management
Comprehensive Force-on-Force training to overcome a violent attack

GSL Defense Training’s Critical Threat 
Management course integrates mul-
tiple layers of practical, defensive tactics 
to help keep you and your loved ones 
safer.  

This dynamic course will test your 
critical decision-making and personal 
defense skills early on in stress-filled 
scenarios against real-life adversar-
ies.  We will use airsoft guns to provide 
adrenaline-charged stress similar to 
what one might encounter in a real-life 
experience.  Students will then learn 
proven tactics and problem-solving 
skills.  

Also included:  
Unarmed defense techniques •	
taught by Krav Maga instructor
Live-fire	segment	•	 (~150 rounds) 
to	implement	&	refine	new	skills
De-escalation & disengagement•	
Mindset considerations•	
Situational	awareness	strategies•	
Much more...•	

Students will have a second try at 
scenarios similar to those initially faced, 
and others, giving them an opportunity 
to integrate new skills and tactics to live 
and win against a violent attack.

GSLDefenseTraining.com
Firearms training for everyone!

Prerequisites:  This is not entry-level mate-
rial.  An Illinois or Florida Carry License or 
proof of previous firearm training at the level 
of NRA Personal Protection in the Home or 
better is required.  This class will involve 
physical contact with others and some physi-
cal exertion (jogging short distances).  

Class Location:  Timber Pointe Outdoor 
Center, Hudson, IL (tentative)

Tuition:  $225/person
Registration includes range fees, lunch, 
snacks, drinks, class materials, safety gear 
and more.  Loaner guns and gear also avail-
able at no charge.  

Women are encouraged to attend!

Local Club of the Month 
Foosland Sportsman’s Club

The “Local Club of the Month” will be an 
occasional series where we spotlight the 
variety of activities available not only for 
club members, but to the general public.  

Foosland club, located on Route 47 be-
tween Gibson City and Mahomet, has gone 
from being strictly a trap club to a club offer-
ing something for everyone.  Here’s what’s 
going on.  

Friday Night Trapshoot
Foosland normally hosts two of these a 
month, but for the summer, until August 28, 
they will have one every Friday.  You can 
come out and shoot from 6pm to 10pm - 
they have a lighted trap field.  

Bullseye 101  
For handgunners, you can try your hand at 
bullseye shooting, once per month on the 
first Saturday, through the first Saturday in 
October.  

Course of fire is three 30-shot strings, 90 

rounds total, usually with .22 and .45 caliber 
pistols, but any handgun will work. 
 
The next one is set for Saturday August 1, 
from 8am to 10am.  For information  email 
danfish415@yahoo.com

The firing line at a Foosland CMP Match

CMP Service Rifle Clinic and Match 
They held one of these earlier this year, and 
they have another set for Saturday August 
22.

The clinic will run from 8am until noon.  
There is a $20 fee, and pre-registration is 
required.  There is a limit of 30 registrants 
for the clinic.  

The clinic program is an introduction to 
CMP Service Rifle competition and basic 
marksmanship.  

Service Rifles are the iron sighted battle 
rifles that have been used by the US and 
foreign militaries around the world. We will 
focus on the principles of shooting as they 

apply to Service Rifles at known distance 
targets and CMP competition. The rifles 
most often used in competition are the M-1 
Garand, 1903 Springfield, M1 carbine, M1A/
M14 and AR-15 rifles. Many other iron sight 
bolt action and semi-automatic rifles will 
fall into this category and can be used to 
compete. 

This Clinic is being taught by a CMP (Civil-
ian Marksmanship Program) Certified Mas-
ter Instructor. The course will cover basic 
marksmanship skills and specific details of 
Service Rifle competition including:  

CMP History and Current Programs 
Safety and Range Procedures 
Rifle and Equipment
Technique of Firing Accurate Shots
Prone, Sitting and Standing Positions 
Principles of Sight Adjustment 
Rapid Fire Firing Techniques
Garand Match Course of Fire 

You’ll be taught the ins and outs of shoot-
ing a match and pulling targets.  During the 
clinic, you’ll fire 20 rounds live fire practice.  

After the morning clinic, regisration starts 
for the John C. Garand Match starting at 1 
pm.  For the match, there will be 10 firing 
points per relay.  If you already know some-
thing about match shooting, you don’t need 
to attend the clinic to particpate in the after-
noon match.  To have questions answered, 
contact Jeff Porter (217) 493-1041 after 6 
p.m. or e-mail PJP423@yahoo.com.  

Splatterboard and Breakfast
An old fashioned event that everyone can 

particpate in is the Splatterboard shoot, 
held a few times per year, including every 
New Year’s Day.  

The Splatterboard starts with a breakfast at 
the club from 6am to 8am.  Relays of Splat-
terboard follow, which is a game played by 
taking one shot with a shotgun at a small 
target on a post.  The person with the most 

pellet holes in his target wins that relay, and 
usually a prize such as a ham or a turkey.  

Foosland’s first Splatterboard of the season 
will take place on September 13.  That 
same day the DeLand #812 Masonic Lodge 
will host their Annual Trapshoot at the club, 
starting at 11 AM. Lunch will be available.  
You can come for breakfast and stay for the 
day

This active club offers something for every-
one.  It also hosts hunter safety courses 
and other educational classes periodically.  
The club has a website at 
fooslandsportsmensclub.com, where you 
can keep track of all the upcoming events.  

See you in the clubhouse for breakfast, or 
on the firing line!  

If you think you’d have trouble hitting those 
100 yard targets, try the Foosland CMP 
clinc.  They’ll teach you how.  

Yes, they shoot Splatterboards in the winter.  
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Peoria!
August 6 Lineup:  
Speaker:  Attorney Jason Jording 
Your Rights with the Police
Tech Time:  AR gas key staking
Drawing Gun:  Maverick 88 12 Gauge

Menu:  Fried chicken, salad, au gratin 
potatoes, broccoli/cauliflower/carrot mix, 
and cookies.  $10, $5 for kids.  Served 
from 5:30pm to 6:45pm.

 

DAVE’S 
TRADING POST

333 DERBY STREET
PEKIN, IL

309-353-7522
BUY-SELL-

TRADE 
GUNS, NEW 
AND USED

LARGE 
VARIETY OF 
RELOADING 

COMPONENTS

Over 800 Guns in Inventory!

GSL Peoria Thursday July 2, 2015

Meeting Notes by Steve Schnurbusch 

Peoria area regulars, several new faces, 
and several members of the GSL executive 
board were in attendance for the July 2015 
meeting.  John Boch, Tammy Williams, and 
Troy Hinds all spoke about happenings 
within GSL.

Politician Guest:  Mike Flynn
Mike Flynn 
addressed 
the meeting 
ahead of the 
July 7 congres-
sional primary 
election.  Mike 
discussed how 
governments 
can’t take away 
rights, called 
for open debate 
on issues, and 
spoke about 
the assault on 
our culture.

Special Guest Chris Metz:  
Operation Santa
Operation Santa delivers Christmas stock-
ings filled with treats and useful items for 
American troops stationed across the 
globe.  Chris Metz described the program 
and covered many local events that collect 
donated items and raise funds to ship the 
gifts.  Keep an eye out for their boxes for 
donations in the area.  Those at the meet-
ing donated $306 for the good work that the 
group does.  More information can be found 
at operationsanta.info.  

Speaker Hannah Martin 
Youth Trap Shooting
Guns Save Life has long been a supporter 
of youth shooting throughout the state of 
Illinois and the Peoria chapter has found 
some opportunities to assist area youth in 
the area.  So having a young accomplished 
shooter as one of the night’s speakers was 
especially appropriate.

Hannah Martin, 16, comes from a trap 
shooting family, so it’s not surprising she 
started young with the youth shooting 
programs at Peoria Skeet and Trap.  She 
eventually started shooting ATA registered 
trap after encouragement from her coach 
and through a lot of dedication to practice 
can now be found at or near the top of each 
event.

Hannah gave an overview of the Peoria 
program as well as available collegiate 
shooting activities.  Illinois hosts the Grand 
American and Hannah described that mas-

Guns Save Life 
sive event that is held in Sparta each Au-
gust.  Her goals include making the Illinois 
state team and earning the opportunity to 
shoot in college.

Hannah’s poised and polished presentation 
was well received by the meeting attend-
ees.  No doubt that the focus and attention 
to detail forged on many trap fields along 
with the strong values instilled upon her by 
her parents Connie and Steve contributed 
to her great public speaking skills.  Hannah 
shows us that it is always worth our time 
and money to support youth shooting.

Jane Grogg

Speaker Jane Grogg 
White Oak Sight Hood Tool and 
CMP Talladega Marksmanship Park
Jane Grogg of White Oak gave a quick tech 
time presentation on her company’s tool for 
tightening and loosening the sight hoods 
on AR service rifle sights.  The handy tool 
precisely fits the part and makes sure that 
the precise sights are not damaged.

Jane also was at the grand opening of the 
new CMP Marksmanship Park in Talladega 
Alabama.  She showed several pictures of 
the event and the recently finished world-
class facility.  Everyone was amazed by the 
state of the art electronic scoring systems 
and the numerous rifle, pistol, and shotgun 
disciplines that could be practiced at the 
facility’s 500 acres.  Other highlights of the 
trip were seeing R. Lee Ermey, the Tallade-
ga speedway, and most importantly, many 
satisfied White Oak customers.

Winners!
Wanda Schoch (center) won the Ruger 
LC9s and a White Oak Armament dry-fire 
device was won by the lucky second place 

Mike Flynn.

Steve Schnurbusch prepares to hand 
Hannah Martin something she knows how 
to use:  Shotgun shells, a gift from GSL.  

winner (right).  We thank Sipco Products for 
ordering the pistol and White Oak for their 
continued support.  

Those who missed this meeting missed not 
one, but four of the best presentations we 
have had since starting these meetings in 
2013.  Thank you to all our speakers and 
those who helped out at the meeting.

GSL meetings are family friendly!  
Sight Hood Tool from White Oak

Chris Metz was smiling after generous GSL 
members “passed the hat” for Operation 
Santa.  
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Your three most vulnerable locations
by John Boch
At the Chicago GSL meet-
ing, civilian and law-en-
forcement firearms instruc-
tor Rocco Wlodarek spent a 
few minutes talking with the 
audience about three loca-
tions we are most vulner-
able in our daily lives.

Parking lots.  The first 
location was parking lots - 
specifically that last fifty feet 
as you’re returning to your 
vehicle.  Why is this a dan-
gerous place?  Well, aside 
from lots of places for a bad 
guy to lurk, the average 
person’s mind is already 
thinking about other things 
- other destinations, chores 
or personal issues - and not 
situational awareness.  Add 
to that one’s hands may be 
full carrying bags and there 
may be some fumbling for 
keys.  Don’t be this person!

Gas stations.  The second 
location is gas stations.  
Gas pumps create blind 
spots that help bad actors 
to approach unobserved.  
Doors are often unlocked 
and the ladies often leave 
their purses on the passen-
ger seat or passenger seat 
floorboard.  Further, you’re 
distracted operating the 
pump, including answering 
an increasing number of 

questions from gas pumps 
(billing zip codes, “rewards” 
membership, and car wash)  
before they begin pumping 
fuel.  Bad guys know this 
too, and are using it to their 
advantage.  Now you know 
this, too.  Be vigilant, not 
distracted, when you fuel 
up.

Your own front door.  The  
last fifteen feet to our front 
door holds danger as well.  
Why?  Because if you’re like 
most people, you’re already 
“at home” mentally as you 
park your car.  You’re think-
ing about what’s for dinner 
or what you need to do once 
you get inside the house.  
You’re not watching the 
surroundings for bad guys 
and you’re not watching for 
someone to duck into your 

garage as the garage door 
begins to go down.

Bad guys are increasingly 
looking towards home inva-
sions as a quick and easy 
way to find a home’s valu-
ables.  Plus, there’s no need 
to fight home safes when a 
homeowner will open them 
up with a little “convincing”.  

In short, watch your own six 
as you come home each 
day.  

IN SUMMARY...  Maintain a 
heightened sense of aware-
ness of your surroundings, 
particularly in these higher-
risk locations.  Remember, 
move with poise, alertness 
and a sense of purpose to 
make yourself look like a 
hard target.

Prevent a home invasion 101

Black youth mob attack victim talks with media
Chicago (WLS/ABC7) -- Her car damaged, her nerves shaken, the victim of an 
alleged group attack near the University of Chicago campus with her children in 
the back seat of her car talked exclusively with ABC7 Eyewitness News about the 
incident Friday night.

Police say two people were arrested and charged, but Susan Pedersen says sev-
eral dozen people were involved 
in the incident that left her two 
kids covered in broken glass.

...Pedersen says she had just 
dropped off a friend at the 
University of Chicago with her 
daughter and son in the back 
seat. She said she stopped at 
a red light and found herself 
surrounded by several dozen 
young people.

“They were walking around both 
sides of the vehicle - in the front, 
in the back - and as they were walking across, they were hitting my car, using 
racial slurs and telling me that I didn’t belong in their neighborhood because I was 
white,” Pedersen said.

The group, all African-American, she says, kicked the vehicle and shook it vio-
lently. Her children were in the back screaming.  Pedersen said one person was 
on a bicycle - the group used it as a battering ram, shattering the back window, 
with glass flying into the third-row seat where 3-year-old Benjamin was seated. 

CHICAGOLAND NEWS

Happy Independence Day, 
Chicago-style… 
65 shot, 11 murders

News that can save your life

by John Boch
A Chicago Police detective was also pres-
ent at our Chicago Guns Save Life meet-
ing and he passed along some excellent 
advice on how to reduce your risk of home 
invasion.

The detective said that the preferred modus 
operandi of most burglars locally was to 
strike during the day when people are 
typically at work.  They’ll look for signs that 
nobody is home and then they’ll ring the 
doorbell.

If someone comes to the door, they’ll offer 
some song and dance about selling maga-
zine subscriptions - including saying they’re 
in a contest and need your help to win a trip 
or some other nonsense.  

If they get no answer after ringing the door-
bell a few times, they’ll go around back and 
kick in the back door to make entry.

Here’s the problem:  if you or a family mem-
ber are at home and they play opossum 
and don’t answer, the burglary might turn 
into a home invasion.

If you don’t let a stranger at the front door 
know your home is occupied, that stranger 
might be standing in the back part of your 
house a few minutes later.

You want to make sure anyone that comes 
to the door unexpectedly knows your home 
is occupied.  Tell them anything:  “I’ve called 
the police”, “my dad/husband is in the bath-
room/shower” (or cleaning his gun in the 
basement), or simply “we’re not interested 
in what you’re selling”.

The goal here is to let the would-be burglar 
know that the residence is occupied.  Most 
of these day-time burglars want nothing to 
do with occupied dwellings.

The broken glass left cuts on the boy.
LATEST LEGAL FARCE 
Asserting a “civil right” to be free from guns
Chicago (GSL) -  Father “Snuffy” Pfleger - the Catholic priest who threatened to 
“snuff out” a Riverdale, IL gun shop owner - is among the names behind a frivo-
lous lawsuit that claims a “civil right” to gun control.  

Coalition for Safe Chicago Communities v. Village of Riverdale has the Brady 
Campaign’s fingerprints all over it.  The Brady Campaign is staring down a judge’s 
order in another case, ordering them to pay over $100,000 to Lucky Gunner, an 
online ammunition retailer, after filing a frivolous suit against them.
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State Line Rifle Association
 
Proud sponsor of Brownell’s NRA Day Family Fun Shoot.
In affiliation with: NRA, ISRA, GOA, IFOR, CMP, GSL, 
MCSA

Monthly meetings on the fourth Tuesday each 
month at 7pm
American Legion
111 E Main Street
Round Lake Park, IL 60073
 

www.statelinerifle.com   
see us on Facebook

“An influential voice in 
advancing armed self-
defense ‘north of I-80’ ”

GSL CHICAGO

Join us for grassroots in action!
Last Sunday of the month

Sunday, July 26th & Sunday, August 30th
Oak Lawn VFW

VFW Post 5220 | 9514 S 52nd Ave | Oak Lawn, IL 60453
Dinner, conversation and displays begin around 4pm.

Meeting business at 5:30pm.

GSL’s Chicago Coordinator Alfreda Keller, 
right, with GSL’s Executive Secretary 
Tammy Williams at our second GSL Chi-
cago meeting.

years now, after being recruited by Dave 
Lombardo to join his team.  She shared 
some of her impressions from teaching with 
the audience.  Included among that was 
a SIRT training pistol and a bag of candy 
bars, helping to make her presentation 
interactive with the audience by rewarding 
correct answers to firearm safety questions 
with candy.  

Gretchen recounted how carrying a gun 
and her situational awareness training has 
made her a more outgoing, engaging per-
son now and other ways it’s changed her 
life for the better.  

Tech Time
Rocco Wlodarek
It was “instructor” night for speakers, but 
nobody was complaining as “Rocco” came 
up for Tech Time.  

Rocco leads Black Flag 
Firearms Training and has 
been teaching both civil-
ians and law enforcement 
for several years now 
and is a training junkie 
himself, taking an array of 
coursework from nation-
ally recognized instruc-
tors and training centers 
across America.  He’s an 
NRA training counselor and holds a host of 
other instructor ratings (including for diving 
in addition to shooting).

“I apologize for not bringing toys,” he said.  
Instead, he talked about mindset issues 
and taking the introductory-level training 
Gretchen was describing to a whole new 
level through Force-on-Force training.

He recognized the incredible value and 
benefit of bringing Simunitions training 
to civilians after taking some of that type 
coursework.  Simunitions is a special paint-

ball marking ammunition that is fired from 
conventional firearms.  Until recently, it’s 
been pretty much a law enforcement and 
military domain of training, but it’s slowly 
moving into the civilian world of training 
because it is such a fantastic training tool.  

The ammo is expensive and it hurts like 
hell when you get hit with one, but the “pain 
penalty” brings home a host of practical 
lessons.  “You remember what not to do,” 
he chuckled.

It’s sort of the major leagues of training, 
getting participants out of the “square 
range” mentality and forcing them to think 
and implement good tactics to avoid getting 
shot.  

As Simunitions training does carry some 
danger and is terribly expensive (think $2 
per shot), one thing Rocco has pioneered 
is using Airsoft guns instead.  The results 
are similar in terms of learning, as there is 
still a pain penalty.  The the costs and risks 
of injury are much lower though.  Airsoft 
also allows for more close-up, reactionary 
gap training that you can’t do as easily with 
Simunitions.

“This is the training people NEED,” Rocco 
said.  He recognized that John Boch and 
GSL Defense Training are bringing a Force-
on-Force class to Central Illinois.  “We need 
more of this and I welcome it,” he said.  

Guns Save Life’s Chicago chapter coordi-
nator Alfreda Keller brought our meeting to 
order on Sunday, June 28th.  She led just 
shy of seventy people in the Pledge of Al-
legiance and then recognized the sizeable 
number of veterans in the audience.  

As is our custom, we welcomed newcom-
ers and easily a dozen, maybe close to two 
dozen were first-time attendees from all 
across the city and beyond.

Alfreda gave a quick recap on how she got 
involved in GSL, originally meeting then 
corporate secretary Tammy Williams last 
summer on a bike trip and their friend-
ship has grown.  Ms. Keller was our main 
speaker back in December at the Cham-
paign meeting.  She liked what she saw and 
decided to help bring GSL to Chicagoland.

John Boch delivered his Executive 
Director’s notes, bringing folks up to date on 
legislative issues pending, the latest news 
and some strategy issues.  (See elsewhere 
in GunNews).

Following the speakers, we drew for door 
prizes and gave away the shotgun.  See 
you next month! Also, former Chicago 
Bear John Janata spoke briefly and signed 

pictures.  Look for him next month and 
beyond.

Main Speaker
Gretchen Fritz
Gretchen Fritz was 
our main speaker 
for the evening.  
She’s involved 
in conservative 
politics, and was 
elected to the Will 
County Board this 
year.  She spent 
some time as an Il-
linois State Trooper 
and today spends 
her spare time do-
ing some firearms instructing with SAFER 
USA and also co-hosts On Target Radio 
with Dave Lombardo on AM560.

Gretchen’s been teaching for about two 

Gretchen Fritz.

Rocco Wlodarek.
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GROSS’ 
BURGERS
25 Henderson Street
Danville, IL 61832
(217) 442-8848

Storage Containers
And Trailers

For Rent or Sale
Delivered to your site

20’ or 40’ Long - 8’ Wide
MEL PRICE & CO.

1938 Bowman Ave.
Danville, IL 61832

217-442-9092

For Sale:  
Smith & Wesson .357, 

Model 586, six inch barrel, 
Pachmayr Diamond Pro 
grips and original Walnut 

grips.  Four speed loaders, 
nylon holster, and 

original shipping box.  

Call Ralph Cox, 
217-841-0091.  

Obama seeks to strip gun rights 
from 4.2M Social Security recipients
(FoxNews) - The Obama 
administration wants to keep 
people collecting Social Secu-
rity benefits from owning guns if 
it is determined they are unable 
to manage their own affairs, the 
Los Angeles Times reported.

The push, which could po-
tentially affect millions whose 
monthly disability payments are 
handled by others, is intended 
to bring the Social Security 
Administration in line with laws 
that prevent gun sales to felons, 
drug addicts, immigrants in the 
United States illegally, and oth-
ers, according to the paper.

The language of federal gun 
laws restricts ownership to 
people who are unable to man-
age their own affairs due to 
“marked subnormal intelligence, 
or mental illness, incompetency, 
condition, or disease” – which 
could potentially affect a large 
group within Social Security, the 
LA Times reported.

If Social Security, which has 
never taken part in the back-

ground check system, uses the 
same standard as the Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs – 
which is the idea floated – then 
millions of beneficiaries could 
be affected, with about 4.2 
million adults receiving monthly 
benefits that are managed by 
“representative payees.”

...Critics are blasting the plan, 
saying that expanding the list of 
people who cannot own guns 
based on financial competence 
is wrongheaded.

The ban, they argue, would 
keep guns out of the hands of 
some dangerous people, but 
would also include people who 
simply have a bad memory or 
have a hard time balancing a 
checkbook.

Islamic Terror Attack in Chattanooga:  What now?
Six states tell National Guard:
GUN UP!
(Reuters) - The governors of Florida, Louisiana, Ar-
kansas, Oklahoma, Texas and Indiana on Saturday 
ordered National Guard members at offices and 
other facilities to be armed in the wake of attacks 
that left five servicemen dead in Tennessee.

“It is painful enough when we lose members of our 
armed forces when they are sent in harm’s way, but 
it is unfathomable that they should be vulnerable for 
attack in our own communities,” Oklahoma Gover-
nor Mary Fallin said in a statement.

Governors Rick Scott of Florida, Greg Abbott of 
Texas, Bobby Jindal of Louisiana, Asa Hutchinson of 
Arkansas and Mike Pence of Indiana issued similar 
orders for National Guard members after four U.S. 
Marines and a Navy petty officer were shot and 
killed on Thursday in Chattanooga, Tennessee. One 
site where the shootings occurred was a recruiting 
office in a strip mall.

All six of the governors are Republican.

In Florida, Scott ordered six storefront Florida Na-
tional Guard recruiting centers to be moved to the 
nearest Guard armory buildings.

The governor said Guard members who do not carry 
weapons should get them and obtain expedited 
concealed weapon permits, if necessary.

Obama’s security response:  
Close the blinds
Washington (Wall Street Journal) — The military has 
directed recruiting centers nationwide to step up se-
curity in the wake of the Chattanooga, Tenn., attacks 
that left four Marines and a sailor dead, officials said 
Monday.

Adm. Bill Gortney, head of the U.S. Northern Com-
mand, which oversees security for military facilities 
in the U.S., issued a directive Sunday night that calls 
for modest new security measures while the Defense 
Department considers more substantive steps to ad-
dress threats to the facilities, officials said.

The security boost doesn’t authorize recruiters to 
carry weapons in the centers—a move that would 
require higher-level action. Instead, officials said 
they are directing hundreds of recruiting and reserve 
centers and ROTC facilities to increase surveillance 
and take basic steps such as closing blinds at the 
offices.

image courtesy corbis.
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Complete Auto Repair
Family Owned & Operated
Tires, brakes, starters, 
alternators, computer 
diagnostics, exhaust, 

transmission, scheduled 
maintenance, oil changes & 

more

Urbana
217 384-5593

212 N. Vine Street
(in schnuck’s plaza)

St. 
Joseph

217 469-6224

10% Discount to GSL Members

Concealed Carry 
Quick Facts

 - Now a total of 12.8m licenses nationwide

In 2014:
 - 1.7m new carry licenses nationwide
 - 15.4% increase in nationwide total number of  
 licenses
 - licenses not required for residents in eight   
 states

Since 2007:
 - Carry licenses grown 305%
 - Homicide rates declined 25%

(Washington Times) - The number of 
concealed carry handgun permits has 
skyrocketed since President Obama 
was first elected, while murder rates 
have fallen, according to a new report 
released Wednesday.

Since 2007, the number of concealed 
handgun permits has soared from 
4.6 million to over 12.8 million, and 
murder rates have fallen from 5.6 kill-
ings per 100,000 people to just 4.2, 
about a 25 percent drop, according to 
the report from the Crime Prevention 

Murder rates drop as concealed carry licenses soar

Asians and black females are leading the increase in 
licenses in Texas.

Research Center.

And the number of permits issued is 
increasing faster every year. Over 1.7 
million new permits were issued last 
year — a 15.4 percent increase over 
2013, the largest such single-year 
jump ever, according to the report 
from the center led by President John 
R. Lott and research director John E. 
Whitley.

The number of concealed carriers is 
likely even higher, since permits are 
not required in eight states.

Gun rights advocates say that the 
findings in the report fall in line with 
their personal experiences and 
research and directly refute the liberal 
argument that more guns lead to 
more violence.

“It puts the lie to the myth promul-
gated by anti-gun individuals that 
somehow more law-abiding citizens 
carrying guns will lead to more crime. 
In fact, quite the opposite is the 
case,” said Larry Keene, senior vice 
president and general counsel for the 
National Shooting Sports Founda-
tion. “More law-abiding citizens own 
firearms for self-protection, and crime 
continues to decline.”
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Guns Save Life is proud to announce our new 
“Life Membership” for those who wish to show 
an exemplary level of support towards Guns 
Save Life and our mission defending your 
right to defend yourself.

The new “Life Membership” is available for 
$1000, and for those aged 65 and over, it’s 
available at half-price, $500.

Be among the first 100 individuals to step up 
and help us defend your right to defend your-
self with a life membership to Guns Save Life.  

To sign up for this new Life Membership op-
tion, fill out the form on the back page of this 
issue of GunNews and send it in today.

Guns Save Life’s 
LIFE MEMBERSHIP!

We defend your right 
to defend yourself.

by John Boch
Congratulations.  You’ve decided to take 
proactive action to keep your family safer in 
getting a carry license.   At the same time 
you’re a little uncomfortable about carry-
ing a gun. It’s okay.  You’re not the Lone 
Ranger.

You’ve been conditioned for decades that 
carrying a gun is unlawful.  You think every-
one will spot that subtle lump under your 
clothes and instantly know you’re packing 
heat and it’s going to be a big headache.

You’re not alone.  I carried a gun lawfully 
in Illinois, via fanny pack carry, for fifteen 
years before I got my Illinois license.  Lord, 
what a fashion faux pax that fanny pack 
was.   Yet, I still wasn’t completely at ease 
carrying a loaded gun in my home state.  
The first time a Bloomington cop was in line 
behind me at a fast food joint was just a tad 
uncomfortable.   I figured the cop would see 
my Gat under my white polo and I’d have 
some explainin’ to do.  He never noticed.

You’ll discover people - or “sheeple” - are 
terribly oblivious to the clues that people are 
carrying guns.  “Example?” you ask.  I saw 
a guy walking through a restaurant with his 
shirt tail caught over his gun and nobody 
noticed.  Another time, it was someone I 
didn’t know shopping at a Wal-mart.

There’s no need to be nervous that some-
one’s going to pay attention to a slight bulge 
under your shirt or in your pocket much less 
know what it is.  Unless, of course, you’re a 
fetching female (or named Caitlyn) wearing 
skin-tight jeans or yoga pants.  In that in-
stance, some might notice a strange bulge 
under your pants and recognize it as a gun.

Having said that, if you find yourself in a 
prohibited location by an honest mistake, 
you would want to be extra diligent about 
making sure you are well concealed - as 
you’re heading out to put it in your car, of 
course.  Other than that, concealment need 
not be perfect.  Don’t let perfect be the 
enemy of good enough.

Other tips:  wear quality gear on a quality 
belt.  You’re going to spend a Grant on a 
high-quality leather or nylon belt with stiffen-
ers built in.  It’s a buy once, cry once affair.  
It’ll keep all your gear tight against your 
body while you go about your business and 
it’ll last for years unless it shrinks - if you 
know what I mean.

*  *  *  *
Make sure your gun will stay in your holster 
and your holster will stay on your belt.  
Why?  Because you don’t want to have 
it come out of your holster while you’re 
running into a store in the rain, or rolling 
around on the floor playing with your kid or 
grandkid.  Or heaven forbid, to fish it (gun, 
holster, magazine, or all of the above) out of 
a toilet or worse, a porta-potty.

If stuff is prone to falling off your belt inap-
propriately, Mr. Murphy will show up when 
you’re trying to pull up (or take down) your 
pants in the cramped porta-john that’s 120 
degrees on a hot summer day.  Your piece 
will go “ker-plunk” and you’ll have a very 
sinking feeling.   

Even if your mag pouch falls off your belt 
at a relatively innocuous place such as the 
fitness center locker room, it will invariably 
skitter under the 75-year-old man standing 
there naked, dripping with sweat.  Don’t ask 
me how I know.  It is terribly embarrassing 
on several levels.  “It sure is cold in here, 
isn’t it?  Could you pass that back over to 
me, pretty please?”

“What’s that sonny?  I can’t hear you?”  

*  *  *  *
Speaking of potty techniques...

If you’re in a public restroom, you may 
find it necessary to unholster your fire-
arm.  Why?  A host of reasons, including 
the dividers being high enough that your 
neighbor can see more than your shoe 
as you’re doing your business.   If you do 
this, it goes in your underwear after you’ve 
dropped your pants, not on the back of the 
toilet or on the hook on the backside of the 
door.  Your hands are an equally prohibited 
location.  This is not the time to fondle your 
(loaded) gun.  

When you’re done with your business, put 
your gun in your holster and carefully pull 
up your pants.  If you have to pull up your 
pants first, hold the gun under your armpit 
as you carefully get your pants on. 

Are you new 
to concealed carry?

*  *  *  *

Maintain your gear.  It’s not something you 
need to do on an daily basis, but it’s some-
thing to do monthly, if not weekly.
 
Your holster is probably going to have 
screws in it for tension adjustments or 
attaching belt clips or loops.  If you’re pro-
active, you’ll Lock-tite those suckers.  If 
you’re more reactive (I’m guilty), you’ll need 
to check to make sure the screws aren’t 
backing out / coming loose from time to 
time.  No big deal, so long as you check.

Clean your gun now and then as well, slay-
ing those dust bunnies and ensuring you 
have fresh ammo at least once each year.

*  *  *  *
If you’re one of those people who think it’s 
safer to carry with an empty chamber, and 
train yourself to rack the slide upon draw-
ing, I’m telling you to STOP.  You’re training 
to fail.

The average deadly force encounter takes 
place at about six feet or less - patty-cake 
distance (and more often in low light).

How long does it take a bad guy to close 
from six feet?  How long will it take you to 
run the action on your pistol - assuming 
you’ve got both hands available to do so 
and you aren’t guiding a loved one away, 
or fighting off an attacker with your support 
hand?

Go watch some surveillance, dashcam and 
bodycam gun battle videos on YouTube and 
watch just how fast gunfights unfold.  

Don’t train to fail and die.  

Train to survive and win.  Carry your gun 
with a round in the chamber.  

*  *  *  *
Concealed carry badges?  Save money and 
aggravation:  don’t do it.

Yes, your CCW badge might cause a cop 
to hesitate before shooting.  Here’s a better 
idea:  drop your gun and put up your hands 
if challenged by a cop.  If you reach for your 
belt to show your piece of tin, your life will 
be rich in lead supplements.

Every day you carry a CCW badge, you 
risk catching an “impersonating an officer” 
charge - a felony in Illinois.  

Don’t set yourself up for problems and 
trouble.  You don’t need no stinkin’ badge!

*  *  *  *
Practicing off-body carry, such as in a 
jacket?  Don’t forget and leave it behind 
somewhere!  Doing so may cost your 
license if you’re lucky.  If some kid finds it, 
you may lose more than your license.

For the ladies, purses are popular over 
more traditional carry methods favored by 
guys.  Clothing styles for women, especially 
“cute” clothes, often provide few opportuni-
ties to secret a sidearm.  There are op-
tions though, such as the Nickel and Lace 
“Spanx with holsters” undergarment or the 
“Can Can Concealment” rigs which are ba-
sically belly-band holsters made for ladies.

As women are pretty much inseparable 
from their purses, the risk for “forgetting” 
a packing purse somewhere is almost 
non-existent, but at the same time ladies 
must be sure unauthorized people - such 
as kids or grandchildren - don’t have ac-
cess to the purse at home or at relatives’ 
homes.  Ladies, don’t just toss your heater 
in your shoulder-bag to roll around between 
lip gloss and eyeliner pens.  Get a purse 
built for concealed carry with a dedicated 
compartment for the gun.

*  *  *  *
We all know that carrying a gun can protect 
us from violent attack and potentially even 
save our lives and those of our family 
members.  With practice, it will become an 
everyday, routine, non-event for you as it 
is for the other 12.8 million Americans with 
carry licenses.  
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The

Armed American
True stories of firearms used by law-abiding Americans 
to save innocent life.

Registration Form
ESSENTIAL CARRY (IL CCW)

____:   August 29 & 30 - Bloomington, IL

Name:  ________________________________

Address:  ______________________________

City, State, Zip:  _________________________

Phone:  _______   Email: _________________

Bring a friend!

Name:  ________________________________

Address:  ______________________________

City, State, Zip:  _________________________

Phone:  _______   Email: _________________

Mail this form and payment to:
GSL Defense Training, LLC
21 Brookshire Green
Bloomington, IL 61704

Upon receipt, we’ll send you a welcome packet that 
includes map, directions, hotel recommendations 
and a list of suggested items to bring. 

John Boch  217 649-3702   templar223@comcast.net
John Naese  217 840-0246   johnnaese@frontier.com
Jeff Schwarm  630 605-1898  jschwarm@aol.com

GSLDefenseTraining.com

ESSENTIAL CARRY
Illinois Concealed Carry Training (16-hour)

Learn	safe	defensive	gun	handling	skills
Whether you’re a new gun owner or an experienced 
shooter, GSL Defense Training can help.  Our emphasis 
is on building the skills and mindset to use your handgun 
safely and effectively.  We want you to stay safe!

Our nearly 20 expert, extensively-trained instructors, both 
male and female, bring diverse backgrounds and expe-
riences to your benefit.  They’ll give you a broad, solid 
foundation so that you can confidently use your firearm 
for recreation or to defend yourself and your family.  GSL 
Defense Training is also one of the few companies that 
excels at working with people with disabilities.  With prac-
ticed lawyers presenting lethal force discussions, you can 
get answers to your legal questions and clarification of the 
laws.  Our classes are for anyone who wants to feel safe at 
home or out and about.

GSL Defense Training’s ESSENTIAL CARRY 
Our two-day, Essential Carry is a 16+-hour concealed carry 
class that covers:

High quality training at a value price
Training days with GSL Defense Training includes:

No Range fees•	
Practice	firing	of	approx.	250	rounds	to	learn	new	skills•	
LOANER	FIREARMS	if	needed	(a	wide	array	to	choose	•	
from at no charge)
Safety	equipment	as	needed•	
Lunch,	snacks	and	drinks	both	days•	
Bonus	GSL	Defense	Training	materials•	
No•	 	Power	Point	slides

Limited amounts of ammunition are available at additional cost  A 
Firearms Owner ID card (FOID) is recommended, but not required.  
We love helping novice shooters!

Registration	for	one	person	$300		
Registration	for	two	people	$450

SAVE MONEY!   Buy one, get one half off!  
Bring	a	partner,	friend	or	family	member!

*	NRA	gun	safety	rules
*	How	to	avoid	becoming	a	
victim 
*	Gun	ownership	laws
*	Strategies	for	home	safety	

*	Defensive	shooting	tactics		
*	Gun	cleaning	
*	Safe	storage	of	firearms	
*	Use	of	firearms	responsi-
bly,	ethically	&	legally	

Completion of this class satisfies the concealed carry 
license requirements for Illinois, Iowa, Florida, Arizona 
and other states.  Application packets for many of these 
licenses are provided at no charge.  GSL-DT Essential Carry 
also earns you the NRA Personal Protection in the Home 
certification.

     EXPERIENCED AND SAFE

Business owner offers hot 
lead instead of cold cash
San Antonio, TX (GSL) - Two Hispanic 
males attempted a brazen mid-day armed 
robbery of an automotive shop in San 
Antonio got hot lead instead of cold cash.  
One armed suspect stuck up the owner and 
demanded cash.  The owner drew his gun 
instead of his wallet.  The two traded shots.  
Fortunately for the taxpayers of Texas, the 
getaway driver parked directly out front and 
caught a stray round.

The stick-up man, believed to possibly 
have been wounded, escaped after they 
two crashed a short distance away trying 
to make their escape.  He was described 
as being heavily adorned with tattoos.  The 
driver expired from his wounds.

CCW thwarts teen thugs
Nashville, TN (WSMV) - An elderly man 
turned the tables on two would-be robbers 
near downtown Nashville late Sunday night, 
according to officials.

Metro police said 74-year-old Larry Dean 
Claybaker was getting into his car at the 
intersection of Lafayette Street and Fairfield 
Avenue when two teens tried to rob him 
around 10 p.m.

The teens allegedly took his cellphone and 
told him to get out of his car, which is when 
Claybaker reached into his pocket and 
pulled out a semi-automatic pistol, firing one 
round at each suspect.

He shot 17-year-old Keion Andreas Hayes 
in the stomach and held him at gunpoint 
until police responded. Hayes was taken 
to Vanderbilt University Medical Center 
with non-life-threatening injuries. He will be 
charged with robbery at juvenile court when 
he is released from the hospital.

Police said Claybaker won’t be facing any 
charges. He has a concealed carry permit 
and was acting in self-defense, according to 
officials.

Charlotte, NC (GSL) - Like a good neighbor, 
a gun owner is there once more as a good 
Samaritan.

This time it happened in Charlotte, North 
Carolina, where a former prosecutor wit-
nessed his elderly neighbor, hobbling from 
a gunshot wound to her leg, being shot at 
by her own grandson in an altercation.  The 
former prosecutor grabbed his gun and 
went outside to save his neighbor’s life.

Our good guy explained to the grandson, 
Degarrian Santonia Coleman, that he 
should drop the gun or else.  Degarrian, in a 
hot-tempered, ill-advised moment, opted for 
the “or else” part of the equation and found 
himself with some new piercings.

He died a slow and painful death.

The grandmother is hospitalized, but she 
will be okay.

Wanna guess what the cousin of the de-
ceased said?

She wished the former prosecutor hadn’t 
used deadly force.  Did she think whisper-
ing sweet nothings in Degarrian’s ear was 
going to dissuade him from further violence 
against his own grandmother?

The only thing that stops a bad man with 
evil in his heart is a good guy with a gun.

Like a good neighbor...
Neighbor intervenes to stop 
violent attack

IL CCW Works
Bullies find .22s sting badly
Fairfield, IL (Evansville Courier & Press) - 
No charges are expected to be filed against 
a Fairfield, Illinois, man who shot two men 
Sunday morning on a remote country road 
in Wayne County.

Erick B. Paula, 26, told police he shot the 
two men in self-defense after an earlier 
confrontation over racial remarks at a party. 
The two men, driving a black sport utility 
vehicle, cut off Paula’s vehicle as he was 
driving home about 3:30 a.m.

Paula, who is black, said he encountered 
the two men — who are white — at a party 
earlier in the evening, according to a Wayne 
County Sheriff’s report. 

...Statements to police indicate the two 
men got out of their car, approached Paula 
and demanded to fight. Paula told the men 
he didn’t want to fight and that he had a 
concealed-carry license and was armed.

When the two men demanded Paula give 
up his weapon and engage in a fist fight, 
he pulled his .22 caliber gun and fired 10 
rounds at the two, emptying the gun’s clip, 
according to the report. Paula told police 
the two men were about a foot from him 
when he opened fire.

Suffering multiple gunshot wounds were 
Blaze A. Greenwood, 22, of Fairfield, and 
Alex C. Barrowman, 23 of Crest Hill, Illinois. 
Both men were taken to Fairfield Memorial 
Hospital. 
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 Freedom’s Forum

GunNews Magazine
The monthly journal of Guns Save Life

John Naese, Editor
johnnaese@frontier.com

John Boch, Editor Emeritus
templar223@comcast.net

Letters, including complaints or commenda-
tions, to the Editor are welcome.  Please, limit 
your letter to 200 words.  We reserve the right 
to edit or refuse publication of any submission.  
Anonymous letters are discouraged. Guest 
columns of 400 words are also welcome on 
timely issues, particularly those related to 
firearms, self-defense or similar topics. Letters 
and guest columns may be sent electronically 
to:  johnnaese@frontier.com.  

Or you can mail your letter to:
Guns Save Life, Post Office Box 51, 
Savoy, Illinois 61874

Our thanks goes out to Oleg 
Volk for his continued permis-
sion to use his creative works in 
our gun rights advocacy work.  
You can see more of them at 
his website:

a-human-right.com

“You may not like guns.  That is 
your right.  You may not believe in 
God.  That is your choice.  But if 
someone breaks into your home, 
the first two things you are going to 
do are.....call someone with a gun, 
and pray they get there in time.”

forwarded by James Whitmore

 Freedom’s Forum

From the mailbag...

by Jeff Shuck
Rather than ignore the problems on the 
assumption you cannot change them while 
focusing solely on preparing for the disaster 
to come, perhaps you should be a bit less 
fatalistic and at least attempt to avoid the 
disaster.  

We teach that the best way to handle a self-
defense situation (the disaster) is to avoid 
it in the first place. Avoidance of disaster is 
furthered by such actions as choosing care-
fully when and where you go, the people 
with whom you associate, the activities in 
which you engage, making yourself less at-
tractive to those who would harm you, and 
perhaps most important of all maintaining 
situational awareness.  

That we cannot, or more appropriately have 
not yet, changed what is going on in Wash-
ington doesn’t mean it’s time to hunker in 
the bunker. I grant you that between those 
who regard our freedoms with disdain and 
those who would further their own short-
term interests by agreeing to erode those 
freedoms a bit more slowly, we face an 
uphill battle. I believe our efforts are well 
spent, though, and far from futile when we 
both prepare ourselves to deal with the 
disaster that may one day befall us and at 
the same time take all reasonable steps to 
prevent the disaster.  

Choosing carefully when and where you 
go suggests we should NEVER accept the 
politicians’ rationalization that by giving 

away some of our freedom the government 
will be better able to protect us.  

Choosing carefully the people with whom 
you associate suggests we should support, 
by whatever means we are able, those who 
advocate for and insist upon protecting and 
restoring personal freedom and individual 
responsibility.  

Choosing the activities in which you engage 
suggests avoiding dependence on govern-
ment and voicing loudly our displeasure 
with those who would force us to do other-
wise.  

Making ourselves less attractive to those 
who would harm us by diminishing our free-
doms and imposing further on our individual 
choices in pursuit of happiness suggests 
speaking in a clear and loud voice and 
leaving no doubt that we possess the will, 
the skills and the means to fight for those 
freedoms.  

Finally, situational awareness suggests 
looking beyond words and appearances 
and deciding, each of us for ourselves, 
who shares our love of freedom and who 
would put on sheep’s clothing to lead us to 
disaster.  

America isn’t yet lost, although we are 
clearly in trouble. Let your voice be heard 
(and join me in preparing for the day we 
hope never comes)! 

The Choices We Make

by Chip Eberhart
This letter to the editor was originally published in the Chicago Sun-Times.  Re-
printed with permission of the author.

(Sun-Times) - I am 49 years old, Black, a native of Chicago and a law-
abiding citizen. I also have a state permit to 
carry a concealed weapon.
 
I grew up in Chatham on Chicago’s South 
Side. I’ve seen the neighborhood, as well as 
the entire city, change as drug problems and 
gang violence have escalated.
 
A lot of people ask me why I carry a gun. 
Many accuse me of wanting to shoot or kill 
someone, and that’s the furthest from the 
truth. The fact that I was able to pass the 
background check is evidence that I don’t 
have a violent or criminal mind. I was vetted 
by the FBI, the Illinois State Police and my 
local police department.
 
I don’t want to use my handgun anymore than I want to use the airbag in 
my car. But I’ve been mugged and I’ve been the victim of burglary. I know 
what crime looks like up close and personal.
 
I have many close friends who are police officers, and I know they can’t 
be everywhere all the time. The average police response time to a 911 call 
is seven minutes, and I’ve heard of people who live right across the street 
from a police station who still had to wait 4 minutes. Even if you cut that 
response time to a minute or two, a person can be a victim of crippling, 
disfiguring, permanent and possible deadly violence before an officer is 
even assigned to the call.
 
I don’t carry a gun because I want to take a life; I carry because I value my 
life, and the lives of those in my family. I need it everywhere I go because 
violent crime can happen anywhere.
 
When I was a teenager, I was mugged on the campus of the Illinois Insti-
tute of Technology. Back then, I was able to run away. Now, at my age, I 
can’t run as fast or as far.
 
I carry because the thugs don’t obey gun-free-zone signs. Heck, I was 
recently at place with a gum-free-zone sign, and I still saw people chewing 
and blowing bubbles. The idea of a sign stopping violent criminals is as 
crazy as a soup sandwich.
 
Ultimately, I carry because protecting my life is my responsibility. We keep 
fire extinguishers in our homes because waiting for the fire department 
while we inhale smoke is plain stupid. Sure, I’ll call the police, but I know 
that when seconds count, they’re seven minutes away.
 
Chip Eberhart, who lives in the northwest suburbs, is Senior Firearms Instructor at 
Top Shot Academy.

I carry 
because I value my life
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Liberty Guns  
“We have expanded!”

307 East Second Street * Homer, IL
217 896-8024

e-mail:  drothermel at gunssavelife.com
Tues. through Fri. 2p-5p, Sat. 10-5p. 

Area’s largest Pro-Shot dealer since 1987.

Full-line gun shop
* Reloading supplies & equipment.
* New, used, consignments wel-
come.
* We’ve got ammo.  
* Now offering Internet sales of 
your consignments.
* Did we mention guns?  We’ve 
got ‘em and special orders are 
welcome.

In Homer on Route 49, turn east at 
the Marathon station and go 1 1/2 
blocks.  We’re on the south side of 

the road.  
Next door to the American Legion.  

Ammo is coming back!
400+ guns in stock!

Lots of Rugers, Glocks and 
Springfield Armory pistols in stock.

Come see our growing retail space!

Come see us!

by John Boch

Not long ago, I found myself at a pro-gun 
demonstration at Chuck’s Guns in Riverdale.  
The most enlightening moment wasn’t any-
thing said by Jesse Jackson, Father “Snuffy” 
Pfleger or the Brady Campaign President 
Dan “Mr. $370k/year” Gross.  No, the most 
enlightening moment was discovering some-
thing intensely personal about big-city media 
members.

We were in a fenced in area next to the 
Chuck’s, and people - including the media - 
were required to show a FOID card to enter.  
Initially I thought that was going to keep the 
media folks out.

Hardly.

Every single member of the mainstream 
media present had FOID cards - the pho-

tographers, reporters, camera operators, 
everyone.  Many, if not most of them, had 
concealed carry licenses as well.  One guy 
even showed us his NRA membership card.

These media members provide forums for all 
sorts of anti-gun messages, yet every one of 
them have guns at home to protect their lives 
and those of their loved ones.

They understand the proven benefits of 
firearm ownership, yet they fail to share the 
truth with their audiences.

The hypocrisy of these media types rivals 
that of Father Pfleger who rails endlessly 
about the evils of guns, yet has armed good 
guys serving as his bodyguards.

Again, if guns are so bad, why does he have 
them around?

Media hypocrisy and their willful malpractice on guns

by Dan Heaton & John Boch

Peace of mind.  “No, I’m never going to 
squeal like a pig and neither are my loved 
ones.”

Duty to provide real protection for your 
family.  “I will not be a victim and I have an 
obligation to protect my family.”

Love.  “I love my family and they love me.”

Protection until police arrive.  “No rush, 
officers.  I’ve got this under control.”

It’s an equalizer against criminals with 
lethal weapons.  “The only thing that stops 
a bad guy with evil in his heart is a good guy 
with a gun.” 

It’s your right.  “The right to carry is guar-
anteed by the Second Amendment of the US 
Constitution.”

Crime happens.  “Crimes happen all over, 
and at all times.  Not just in ‘high risk’ neigh-
borhoods at night.”

Deterrence.   “Bad guys avoid potentially 
armed victims because it’s bad for their 
health and careers.”

You’re getting older.   “You’re not 18-years-
old anymore!”

Group attacks.  It is not uncommon for a 
group of attackers to target a single victim.  
“Without a gun, you face a 100% chance of 
great bodily injury.”

Knock-out attacks.  “A .357 hits a lot 
harder.”

To be a good Samaritan.  “Could help stop 
a public shooting spree.”

Supporting dependents.  “Millions on the 
dole are counting on us to pay taxes.”

Being hip.  “Concealed carry is what all the 
cool kids do.”

Lifesaver.  “The life you save may be your 
own.”

Morality and Ethics.  “Saving innocent life is 
the moral and ethical thing to do.”

16 reasons to carry - legally, of course
by Jeff Shuck
There is a steady drumbeat of calls 
for gun control and other limits on the 
actions of the law-abiding, while these 
same people refuse to assign any per-
sonal responsibility to those who victim-
ize others and our communities. 

Instead of seeking to punish those who 
commit crimes and remove them from 
the midst of the rest of us who wish to 
live in peace, these apologist politicians 
and activists speak purely of “gun vio-
lence” as though the gun was somehow 
responsible.

We see Bill after Bill in the General As-
sembly seeking to benefit those who’ve 
been convicted of serious crimes. They 
want to: continually raise the serious-
ness of convictions that may be sealed 
or expunged; limit or even prevent 
employers from considering criminal 
history in making employment deci-
sions; reduce or eliminate prison time 
for those who commit drug offenses; 
ignore the fact that marijuana is illegal 
under federal law; refuse to report to 
immigration authorities those who are in 
this country illegally, etc.

Yet while those who have committed 
crimes are seemingly entitled to every 
benefit of the doubt, those of us who 
have passed criminal background 
checks, a mental health background 

check, a local law enforcement review, 
and undergone extensive training and 
licensing at considerable time and 
expense, are viewed with fear and 
suspicion that we are the ones who 
cannot be trusted to conduct ourselves 
appropriately and in accordance with 
the law.  

We are the ones who are restricted in 
our activities. We have our childcare 
facilities, schools, universities, public 
facilities, public transportation, and a 
wide variety of other places convenient-
ly marked as unarmed victim zones – 
precisely because those of us who have 
proven ourselves trustworthy are the 
ones these politicians and activists fear.

Each time you hear someone refer to 
“gun violence” you should ask them why 
they think the gun did it. What was the 
gun’s motive? Do they really believe 
the gun possesses some sort of power 
as a magic talisman?  I thought these 
people refer to themselves as the “party 
of science?” 

The truth is these positions are intellec-
tually dishonest and borne of a refusal 
to accept and acknowledge personal 
responsibility.

Ask yourselves: Just whose side are 
these people on?

Whose side are these people on?
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Book Reviews
KEEP CALM and READ ON
By A, Different GunsSaveLife Member

Summertime reading…light-hearted, 
non-committal, maybe romantic.  Well, if 
you have picked up Gun News for the first 
time intrigued by the stories or a long time 
reader than you are not the typical “live for 
today” sheep looking for a fun read.  You 
sense that something very “un-American” 
is happening here and that our Home of 
the Free and of the Brave is under attack 
from within and outside its borders.

Two books written by best-selling author 
William R. Forstchen have wide appeal for 
anyone concerned about our country’s fu-
ture and well-being.  As one such involved 
American, I found Forstchen’s style of writ-
ing both engagingly realistic and prophetic.  

His novel, One Second After, harrow-
ingly describes a secret weapon of mass 
destruction unheard of by many but well-
known to the Pentagon.  Known as an 
Electromagnetic Pulse (EMP), a nuclear 
bomb can be detonated strategically in 
the atmosphere above the continental 
U.S. creating a pulse wave so destruc-
tive that it would take out everything 
electronically critical for our survival…
instantly and without warning.  Our liveli-
hood relies on everything systematically 
working without much thought to the faint 
hum behind the walls. No water, no food, 

Central Illinois’ Largest
GUN AUCTIONS

2601 Lakeland Blvd., Mattoon, IL 

Also, consignment and estate auctions.  Consignments welcome! 
Complete listings & photos at www.bauerauction.com

Next big gun auction:  July 20th, 2014
Ron Baker FFL  (217) 273-5056
Bauer Auction (217) 259-5956

Lic. #440000242  

ning less than 24 hours, Forstchen echoes 
those who believe in our Constitution and 
the real need to defend life when they are 
least expecting it. Despite the left’s glazing 
over of vicious Islamic terrorists who actu-
ally committed such a cowardly massacre in 
a Russian school in 2004, Forstchen did not 
want to remain silent on a currently critical 
threat to our children and country.

no medicine.  The 
reader witnesses 
the unraveling of a 
normally close-knit 
community as indi-
vidual survival and 
the powers that 
be collide over the 
looting of limited 
supplies.  Through 
the eyes of a family 
man struggling with 
responsibility to his 
own family versus 

the pull of neighborly outreach, you wonder 
what you would do in this situation.  This is 
definitely food for thought.

Similarly thought provoking, his novella, 
Day of Wrath is a revelation of how ISIS 
could unleash its 
evil upon America 
in unrelenting 
terror that seems 
anything but ficti-
tious. This quick 
read is essentially 
a wakeup call to 
all us: from those 
with protective in-
stincts to  those in 
complete denial.  
Bob Peterson 
must quickly 
become a man of action as his school 
becomes an easy target for jihad, thanks 
in large part to draconian gun laws and 
unprotected borders.  A horrific tale span-

Both of these novels of necessity will 
linger in your thoughts long after as if torn 
from the headlines. However, unlike the 
mainstream media, there are no cover-
ups or spin as Forstchen backs his tales 
up with history and intensive research.  In 
his words, “The threat is real, and we as 
Americans must face that threat, prepare, 
and know what to do to prevent it…for if we 
do not, the America we know, cherish, and 
love will be gone forever.”

You don’t have to be a helpless victim.
Empower yourself.  Become a gun owner.  Get training.
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DARNALL GUN WORKS & RANGES
FULL LINE GUN SHOP --  INDOOR & OUTDOOR RANGES -- OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Darnall FAST - FireArms Safety Training Group
6125 E. 1175 North Road
Bloomington, IL 61705
Phone:  309-379-4331
Fax:  309-379-4332
www.darnalls.com

NRA 1st Step Basic Pistol
2 evenings 6-8:30 pm     

Every Tuesday & Wednesday

IDNR Hunter Safety Course
To Be Announced

CARRY CONCEALED CLASSES
ILLINOIS STATE POLICE APPROVED

16 Hour Classes  8 Hour Class
           Call!    Call! 

SASS Cowboy Action Shoot
June 20     July 18

3-Gun Shoot
                        Call for dates!
 

Machine Gun Rentals!
Call to schedule

CARRY CONCEALED CLASS FEES:
Contact us now to register.

16 hour class - $250.00
8 hour class - $150.00

INDOOR PISTOL RANGE
OUTDOOR PISTOL, RIFLE, & SHOTGUN RANGES

LARGE SELECTION OF FIREARMS
AMMUNITION AVAILABLE

RELOADING SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT

Now teaching 
Illinois Concealed Carry

Training at multiple locations!
Call or see our web site for details 
and course registration materials.

Illinois-approved Concealed Carry classes | NRA Basic Pistol | Florida Non-Resident Conceal & Carry  
We Do Private Classes for Groups or Individuals.  Call for Details!

Your Certified Training Professionals!
Call us at 217 960-3070.

www.SafetysOn.com

Tuition:  $125 for Basic Pistol, $125 for IL C and C; or $200 for both 
if both classes are purchased at the same time.  

Illinois C and C for all military veterans and current military is $100.

For each class weekend, 
the first day is the 

NRA Basic Pistol Course 
(Part 1 of Illinois Conceal and 

Carry)
the second day is 

Illinois Conceal and Carry 
(Part 2 of Illinois Conceal and 

Carry)
Classes are 8am to 6pm each day

July 25 & 26 - SOLD OUT!

Upcoming Classes:  

Sept. 26 & 27
Oct. 24 & 25
Nov. 21 & 22

The fastest growing demographic for new 
gun owners is women.  In the traditionally 
male-dominated world of shooting, women 
often feel more comfortable learning and 
practicing with other women.  

That is the motivation for The Well Armed 
Woman (TWAW) and its newest chapter, to 
meet for the first time in Champaign County 
at the High Caliber Training Center in 
Urbana, IL, on Wednesday, August 5, at 6 
pm.  

They’ll meet there the first Wednesday of 
the month, each month, and if enough 
interest is shown, they’ll start another meet-
ing on the third Wednesday.  

TWAW Champaign County Shooting Chap-
ter will give women of all experience levels 
the opportunity to be introduced to issues 
important to women shooters, learn safe 
gun handling skills and train together.

TWAW Champaign County Chapter is be-
ing spearheaded by Marci Bailey, Sheree 
Fruzen, Angel Irvin and Melanie Hertel, four 
local female gun enthusiasts. Events will be 
held monthly and are open to all women, 
21 years or older.  Time will be devoted to 
discussion and topical study as well as time 
on the range learning and practicing safe 
gun handling skills at each monthly event.

Participants will be required to pay any ap-
plicable range fees and costs of ammunition 

or firearm rentals.  Annual Chapter mem-
bership dues of $50 offers members local 
and national discounts, chapter hat and 
member kit and is used to cover chapter 
expenses, insurance and events. Women 
can attend their first meeting without having 
to join, to see if it’s for them.  

High Caliber Training Center and Indoor 
Range is located at 1414 Triumph Drive, 
Urbana, IL; just off route 45, about a half a 
mile north of the Cunningham Ave. exit off 
of I-74.  Reservations are required. 

Women interested in learning more can 
contact Melanie Hertel at ChampaignCoun-
ty.TWAW@gmail.com or visit 
twawshootingchapters.org

Champaign County Chapter
The Well Armed Woman
Begins August 5 
at High Caliber in Urbana
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Pontiac!

Terrance c. Sullivan, managing broker

Lyons-suLLivan ReaLty, inc.
321 W. madiSon STreeT, PonTiac, il 61764 
office 815-842-1400 | direcT 815-674-6299 

LyonssuLLivanReaLty.com

GSL’s Executive Director filled in for an 
otherwise occupied John Gahm to lead the 
July 2015 Pontiac GSL meeting.  It was a 
great night with about eighty plus of the as-
sembled faithful in attendance on a beauti-
ful summer evening.

We began with the Pledge of Allegiance.  
Under God.  With Liberty and Justice for All.  
As is custom, we also asked the veterans 
to remain standing after the Pledge to be 
recognized and thanked for their sacrifice 
and service.

Newcomers were welcome, and we had 
folks who came from far and wide, includ-
ing as far away as Georgetown, IL near 
Danville.

John gave his Executive Director’s report, 
with the latest news and information and 
political happenings.  

Wendy Boch talked up the HOOAH Deer 
Hunt for Heroes golf outing coming to 
Pontiac.  Thanks to some great support 
from GSL members, some of whom are 
business owners or managers, this year’s 
fundraiser will likely dwarf previous years’ 
efforts.  Monies raised go to help wounded 
American servicemen.  These men have 
been separated from their units and are 
being discharged because of their wartime 
injuries.  The program does great things for 
these men and this year will serve scores 
of troops from Ft. Campbell, Kentucky.  The 
date for the golf outing is September 26th 
at the Elk’s Club in Pontiac.  For more infor-
mation or a registration form (or to donate), 
see the form at GunsSaveLife.com.

Main Speaker.
“Mowhawk Man”
The motivational speaker and activist for 
veterans issues known as Mowhawk Man 
- or “Mo” for short - was our featured speak-
er.  He brought two Gold Star children, the 
sons of Kenneth R. Nichols, Jr., who was 
killed in action in Afghanistan in late 2009.

He called the young men up and introduced 
them.  Branden and Kenneth III are working 
with Mo to help secure housing and assis-
tance to homeless or displaced veterans.

Mr. Mowhawk gave a good presentation on 
the importance of standing for the ideals 
promoted in the Constitution and the Bill of 
Rights, and to protect freedom and liberty 
from the constant erosion of people who 

would trade liberty for perceived security.

Mowhawk Man, center, introduces Branden 
and Kenneth Nichols III to the audience.  
The Gold Star kids lost their dad in Afghani-
stan in 2009.

How do we do that?  Mo says we need to 
deliver our message to the people in the 
middle in a nuanced fashion.  He likened 
it to food.  We need to tailor the food - our 
message - in such a way that it’s not too 
bland (ineffective) or too spicy (too in your 
face) when it comes to our freedom and 
liberty.  
 
“We have to find that mix that’s just right,” 
Mo said.  “And when you do that, you influ-
ence people to think your way.”

He repeated the analogy to a flashlight.  
“Don’t shine the light in their eyes,” he said.  
“Instead, shine it on the path they should 
take to help them find their way.”

One way to help show people the way, Mo 
explained, was to remind disinterested folks 
about those people out there who want to 
take your rights away - and along with those 
rights, your choices when it comes to rights.  
These choices include the ability to exercise 
the right to protect yourself and your family 
through gun ownership.

He closed by urging everyone to have a 
passion for what you love.  “Love your 
rights!” he said.  “Once they are eroded 
away, they probably are not coming back.”

Tech Time Troy Hinds.
White Oak Armament AR-15 dry-fire 
device. 
Troy Hinds brought a new and innovative 
adapter for AR-15s, made by White Oak 
Armament right here in Illinois, that allows 
for dry-firing without breaking your position.  
See page 4 for all the details.

Troy Hinds demonstrating how to insert the 
dry-fire device into your AR-15.

Wendy Boch, left, and Tammy Williams 
share a laugh before the meeting. Guns 
Save Life meetings are fun and upbeat.  
Come on our and bring your family!

Daniel Parcher stands in for two of the 
winners at the Pontiac GSL monthly gun 
drawing.  Both winners were sold by him to 
customers at South Post Guns in Streator.  
Mr. Don Long won the Glock 43 and Ed 
Bailey won the White Oak Dry-Fire device.  
Wendy Boch won the steel target.

Don Long poses with his new 
Glock 43 at South Post Guns.  
Congratulations, sir!
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DAVE’S FIREARMS
Firearms - Ammunition - Reloading - Accessories

IT’S TIME to stop in and see the Largest Selection of 
Firearms and Accessories in East Central Illinois, in our 
NEWLY EXPANDED SHOWROOM.

Located between 
St. Joseph and Urbana, 

IL., on Route 150 
in Mayview

IN THE 

BIG RED 
BUILDING

1868 CR 1600 N.
Urbana, IL   61802

217-469-8000

Executive Director’s Report.
by John Boch
America survived the In-
dependence Day holiday 
without any promised 
Islamic terror attacks.  The 
American left survived the 
Fourth without any “right 
wing terrorist” attacks.  
Yes, the Left wrote that 
law-and-order conserva-
tives might get violent for 
the holiday in reaction to 
recent Supreme Court 
decisions.     

Happy Independence 
Day.  Chicago’s inner-city 
culture celebrated it with 
thirty people shot after the 
sun went down.  Mean-
while the Chicago police 
chief sounds like a broken 
record - or a stupid bird - 
squawking for more gun 
control.

June 2015 set a new 
record for the number of 
guns sold in a month of 
June.  Americans aren’t 
stupid.  They know that 
the only thing that stops 
bad people with evil in 
their hearts is a good guy 
with a gun - and Ameri-
cans want to protect their 
families from bad people.

Governor Rauner signed 
the “clean up” bill - the 
same bill that Illinois’ Sen-
ate Democrat leadership 
stripped out language that 
would have allowed non-
resident, active-duty US 
military folks  stationed 
in Illinois to get an Illinois 
concealed carry license.  
So, while Wisconsin is 
seeing nearly unanimous 
votes making it easier for 
non-resident servicemen 
to get licenses, Illinois’ 
Senate Democrats are 
busily blocking them from 
doing so in Illinois.  

Anti-gun, urban Demo-

crats are promoting 
all sorts of gun control 
proposals at the federal 
level of late:  Handgun 
licensing, registration 
schemes, gun rationing, 
mandatory insurance, gun 
bans, and the list goes on 
and on.  None of it is go-
ing anywhere.

The New York State 
Police were finally forced 
- through the Freedom 
of Information Act - to 
release their “SAFE Act” 
gun registration numbers.  
Only about 1-2% of gun 
owners have complied 
with the registration re-
quirements.  

Maine got Constitutional 
Carry.  New Hampshire’s 
Democratic governor, on 
the other hand, vetoed 
their Constitutional Carry 
bill.

Puerto Rico got Consti-
tutional Carry in the past 
few weeks thanks to a 
suit filed by the Second 
Amendment Foundation.

Uber, America’s new taxi 
cab provider, announces 
they are “no gun”.  A week 
later, one of their drivers 
was robbed.  Not long 
after that, an elderly Uber 
driver in FL ignored Uber’s 
policy and saved himself 
by shooting a (younger) 
rider that was choking him 
out.
 
The Charleston, SC 
church massacre was 
committed by social misfit 

in a “NO GUNS” zone.  
The anti-gun folks are 
trying to use the Confed-
erate Flag to delegitimize 
gun owners, as they 
have nothing else to go 
on.  The killer passed 
one of their “Universal 
Background Checks” and 
it was a NO GUNS zone.  
Their precious gun control 
failed many times over.  
The nine dead are nine 
more examples of how 
Gun Free Zones don’t 
work.

GSL’s Executive Director 
was on the BBC Lon-
don - LIVE!  We rebutted 
Piers Morgan’s claims 
that America is a violent, 
dangerous place.

Wisconsin ended its hand-
gun waiting period!

The Sparta “World Shoot-
ing Complex” is slated 
for closure.  Illinois spent 
$50 million to build the 
nation’s nicest shooting 
complex in the middle of 
nowhere.  Why didn’t they 
spend $1M on 50 facilities 
scattered across Illinois 
so they were accessible 
to a majority of our states’ 
residents?

And, it wouldn’t be right 
not to mention Donald 
Trump:  “To the Left, 
every gun is an assault 
weapon.”  And, “El Chapo” 
Guzman is threatening to 
make Trump eat his words 
about Mexican illegals 
sneaking into America.   
As one commenter noted:  
America isn’t Mexico.  “El 
Chapo” better hope Trump 
doesn’t write a check to 
some of his “Blackwater”-
friends for “consulting 
services” to make the “El 
Chapo” problem go away 
like a case of jock itch.

John Boch.

by John Boch
The phone rang on a Sunday afternoon in 
late June.  It was the BBC London and they 
were asking me to appear live on BBC Ra-
dio’s “5 live Hit List” program an hour later.  

No, it’s not that kind of “hit list”.  The show 
was the British equivalent of “Inside Edition”

I said “sure”, especially as it was an op-
portunity to serve as a rebuttal for America’s 
least favorite Brit, Piers Morgan.   He was 
vomiting all sorts of half-truths about gun 
ownership in America as he is one to do 
and I had a chance to deliver an unedited 
rebuttal.  LIVE.

It’s always a good day when you can 
verbally slap around such an obnoxious 
gun-hating bloke.

Here’s the transcript of the exchange with 
the host Emma Barnett:

Emma:  Well listening to that was John 
Boch.  John is the Executive Director 
of Guns Save Lives (sic), a civil rights 
organization which strongly believes in the 
right to defend one’s self through the use of 
firearms.

JB:  Good evening.

Emma:  What is your response then to 
people like Piers Morgan and those who 
encourage America to strengthen gun laws 
urgently?

JB:  Well, we’re obviously opposed to that 
because we know that gun control laws are 
racist, classist and sexist and we don’t sup-
port those things.  The murders in America 
are down 50% in the last twenty years and 
gun ownership in America has skyrocketed, 
particularly since Barack Obama took office.  

I attribute the fact that more Americans now 
own guns to the lessening rate of crime 
in America, including homicides.   Piers 
Morgan loves living in American because 
it’s safe.  The great majority of America is 
very safe—

Emma:   But John, he just said he has a 
young family and he is worried that next 
time it will be him.  He doesn’t sound like it’s 
very safe and the statistics don’t lie.  You 
might say certain things are down, but the 
ownership being up, and the number people 
being hit by gunfire – over 100,000 people 
a year.  It’s shocking, isn’t it?

JB:  Many of those people hit by gunfire are 
criminals being shot by criminals.  Look at 
Chicago.  The great majority of the victims 
of this violence are criminals themselves – 
engaging in criminal enterprises.  By and 
large though, the great majority of America 
is a very safe place to live and that’s why 
Piers Morgan has his family in America be-
cause it’s a safe place to live.  And he has 
the benefit of knowing that he can use self-
defense to protect his family from violent 
attack – something – a right that he does 
not enjoy if he was living in Great Britain.

Emma:  He lives in American because 
because he had a job there and now he’s 
his child in school…   The point is that he 
doesn’t bear arms.  That would not be 
something he would do.  It wasn’t some-
thing he did in Britain.  …How would you 
feel if your child was killed in a mass shoot-
ing?

JB:  I’d be terribly saddened by it, of 
course, but those things are terribly unlikely 
and very rare in the great scheme of things.  
Those people who died in Charleston, 
South Carolina…  The church has forgiven 
the young man who did it.  Frankly, those 
people who died are just nine more reasons 
that gun free zones don’t work.   Because 
criminals are criminals and they ignore the 
law.

Emma Barnett, host of 5 live Hit List.

Guns Save Life LIVE on BBC London
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Coming events  -- to add your event, email johnnaese at frontier.com
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Appleseed Marksmanship and 
Heritage Events

McLean, IL (Holland Farm) - August 8 & 9
Waterman, IL: - Aug. 29 & 30
Marion, IL - Sept. 12 & 13
Leroy, IL - Sept. 19 & 20
Bonfield, IL - Oct. 17 & 18

Shooters can attend one or both days.  
For info about these Appleseed events 
you can go to: www.appleseedinfo.org; 
or email johnnaese@frontier.com or call 
217-840-0246.  At appleseedinfo.org, select 
“Appleseed” from the top menu bar, then 
“schedule”.   You’ll be able to pick a state 
and see all the events on the schedule.  

United States Rifleman’s Association
Aug. 15 - Intro to Tactical Carbine, 
Chillicothe, IL
Aug. 29 - Intro to Defensive Handgun, 
Durand, IL
Aug. 29 - Intro to Defensive Handgun, 
Bonfield, IL
Aug. 30 - Intro to Tactical Carbine 2, Du-
rand, IL.  
www.usrifleman.org; (847) 920-USRA 
(8772)
Email: info@usrifleman.org

Danville Rifle and Pistol Club, 
Oakwood, IL.

July 26 - the rescheduled Myron Deckard 
Memorial Match.  
Aug. 16 - Plinker Match, .22 rifles and 
pistols.  Bob Kelly, 217-474-7824.  

Bullseye Shoot - Every Wednesday, May 
through the last Wednesday in August.  
Match begins at 5 pm and concludes about 
7:30 pm.  

Steel Plate Challenge Match – 2nd Sunday 
of each month, March through December 
(weather permitting).  Sign up is from 9 to 
9:45 am; after a shooter’s meeting, hammer 
falls at 10 am.  Match concludes at about 
12:30 pm.  You can use a .22 rifle, .22 
pistol, or a center fire pistol.   

Directions: Take Oakwood exit off I-74, 
go north four miles and turn left at 2250N.  
Range a quarter mile down on right.
Larry Pasquale, 217-443-2050, 
l.pasquale@drpc-danville.com.  
Range website is www.drpc-danville.com/

Foosland Sportsmens Club
Aug. 1 - Bullseye 101, 8am to 10am.  3-30 
shot strings, 90 rounds total usually .22 and 
.45 cal (but any handgun will work).  
Aug. 22 - CMP Service Rifle Clinic, 8 am 
until noon; CMP Service Rifle Match, 12:30 
pm.  
Friday night Trap shoot, 6 pm; Weekly on 
Fridays, until August 28, 2015
www.fooslandsportsmensclub.com 

Leroy Rifle and Pistol Club
Aug. 2 - Blackpowder Shoot, 1 pm, Susie 
Hulvey, 217-935-6804 
Aug. 9 - Bullseye pistol competition, 9am 
to 4 pm - Dick Miller coordinator, 309-962-
8102, pistol@lerpyrifleandpistolclub.org  
Aug. 16 - CMP High Power, 8 am.  Jeff 
Porter, 217-493-1041  
Every Thursday Evening, 4pm to 9pm – 50 
bird Trap Derby. Dick Miller, 309-962-8102 
rcmillerir2001@vahoo.com 

St. Joseph Sportsman’s Club
Every Wed (5-10p) & Sat. (noon-4) – Trap 
and skeet shooting, open to the public. 
stjosephsportsmanclub@gmail.com; or Call 
(217) 469-2768.  

Westville Sportsmans Club  
Every Wednesday: Trapshooting Practice 
open to the public 6-10pm.  Every Saturday:  
Trapshooting Games open to the public 
6-10pm.  Kitchen open both nights.  Rifle 
and Pistol Range open to members only 
during daylight hours.  $55.00 single/$75.00 
family yearly memberships available.  
nuthinbutdust@yahoo.com / 217-267-2612.

Darnall’s GunWorks and Ranges, 

Bloomington, IL
July 23 through 26 - NRA Youth Shooting 
Camp, recommended ages 10-16.  
Aug. 2 - IDPA Shoot
Aug. 15 - SASS Cowboy Shoot
Aug. 16 - 3-Gun Shoot

Tuesday through Sunday, Trap shooting 
and indoor pistol range open to the public 9 
am until closing.  

Every Tuesday and Wednesday, NRA First 
Steps pistol, 6:30 pm.  

For information about events or to register 
for a CCW class, calls Darnall’s at 309-379-
4331, or see www.darnalls.com.  Also see 
their ad in this issue for a list of classes.  

ISRA Range, Bonfield, IL
Aug. 16 - Springfield Armory Pistol Match, 
8:30 am
Aug. 30 - Glock League, 8:30 am
For information about  events, see www.
isra.org, or call the ISRA office at 815-635-
3198.  

Highland Rifle & Pistol Club, 
Highland, IL

Aug. 1 - Cowboy Shoot, 8 am
Aug. 2 - Military Shoot, 8 am
Aug. 7 & 8 - 2700 Pistol Shoot, 8 am
Aug. 15 & 16 - 3200 .22 LR Shoot, 8 am
618-654-5971; www.highlandgunclub.com.  

ICLEA, Crescent City, IL
Aug. 1 & 2 - Pistol Shoot
Aug. 15 - Rifle Shoot
Aug. 29 & 30 - Hunter Safety Class
For Info, email iclea2001@hotmail.com

High Caliber Training Center and 
Indoor Range, Urbana, IL

 Aug. 5 - Inaugural The Well Armed Woman, 
Champaign Co. Shooting Chapter meeting, 
6 pm.  
Aug.  8 - Glock Sport Shooting Foundation 
Indoor Match Series, 8 am.  
Summer Rimfire League:  8 weeks on Tues-
days starting June 9 and ending August 11.  
Summer Centerfire League:  10 weeks on 
Mondays, starting on June 15 and ending 
August 17.  
Every Friday Night:  Date night; special pric-
ing for couples.  
Open to the public Monday through Sunday.  
Indoor pistol, rifle, and shotgun range.  
For information about events or to register 
for courses, call 217-344-4282 or visit www.
highcalibertrainingcenter.com. 

GUNS SAVE LIFE MEETINGS
July 26 - Chicago GSL - Oak Lawn 
VFW, 9514 S. 52nd Ave., Oak Lawn, 
IL, 60453.  Dinner and Conversation 
begin around 4 pm; Meeting at 5:30 
pm.  Alfreda Keller, 708-800-5263, 
kellerf@gunssavelife.com.  
Aug. 4 – Pontiac GSL, VFW Post 
886, 531 W. Lincoln Ave., Pontiac, IL   
61764.    
Aug. 6 -  Peoria GSL, Childers Ban-
quet Center, 3113 Dries Lane, Peoria, 
IL   61604.  Dinner 5 pm - 6:45 pm, 
meeting 7 pm.  Steve Schnurbusch at 
steve_schnurbusch@hotmail.com
Aug. 11 – Champaign GSL, Fluid 
Events, 601 N. Country Fair Drive, 
Champaign, IL.  ‘Bear’ St. Pierre, estpi-
erre@
gunssavelife.com; 217-480-2327.  
Aug. 12 - Charleston GSL, Charles-
ton VFW, 1821 20th Street, Charles-
ton, IL. Bill Harrison, 217-345-2556, 
mrbil1@juno.com.  
Aug. 30 - Chicago GSL - Oak Lawn 
VFW, 9514 S. 52nd Ave., Oak Lawn, 
IL, 60453.  Dinner and Conversation 

begin around 4 pm; Meeting at 5:30 
pm.  Alfreda Keller, 708-800-5263, 
kellerf@gunssavelife.com.  

IDNR Wingshooting Clinics
Aug. 15 & 16 - Youth / Women’s Wingshoot-
ing Clinic, Shabonna Lake State Park, 
Dekalb County, IL.  815-758-2773
Aug. 22 & 23 - Hunters Wingshooting Clinic, 
Decatur Gun Club, Macon Co., IL.  217-
855-1027
Aug. 29 & 30 - Youth / Women’s Wingshoot-
ing Clinic, Capel Farm, Fisher, Champaign 
County, IL.  217-935-6860

Friends of NRA Events
Aug. 5 - Northbrook Friends of NRA, 3 pm, 
Northbrook Sports Club, Hainesville, IL.  
Pete McCarthy, 847-367-5718, nsc.fnra@
gmail.com 
Aug. 15 - Heart of Illinois Friends of NRA, 
5 pm, Itoo Hall, Peoria, IL.  Mike & Linda 
Smith, 309-676-6241, heartofillinoisfnra@
gmail.com 
Aug. 15 - South Central Illinois Friends of 
NRA, 5:30 pm, Holiday Inn, Mt. Vernon, 
IL.  Ted Buck, Jr., 618-731-1142, 1tbuck@
charter.net.  
Aug. 20 - Lincoln Trail Friends of NRA, 
Eagles Club, Mattoon, IL.  Jeff Thompson, 
217-962-1134, lincolntrailfnra@gmail.com 

Gun Shows
Aug. 15 & 16 - New Berlin Gun Show, 
Sangamon Co. Fairgrounds, New Berlin, 
IL.  Richard Thrasher, 217-416-0618, www.
cigca.net 
Aug. 22 & 23 - Belleville Gun Show, Belle-
Clair Fairgrounds, Belleville, IL.  mill-
manxx@gmail.com, 618-495-2572.  
Aug. 29 & 30 - Bloomington Gun Show, 
Interstate Center, Bloomington, IL.  mill-
manxx@gmail.com, 618-495-2572.  

Other Events of Interest
Aug. 1 – South Suburban Police Pistol 
League, 30 round Bullseye matches, 9 am 
to 5 pm, Midlothian, IL.  Norm Pestlin, 708-
532-4743 
Aug. 3 - Sangamon County Rifle Assn. 
Meeting, at 6:30 p.m. at KC Banquet Hall, 
2200 S. Meadowbrook Road, Springfield, 
IL.  Don Gwinn, 217-502-2452; 
dongwinn@thefiringline.com.  
Aug. 11 – Knox County Riflemen monthly 
meeting, 7pm, VFW Post 2257, Galesburg, 
IL.  Facebook.com/knoxriflemen. 

Guns Save Life
Board Meeting Notes
Tuesday, May 26, 2015
Liberty Commons Mtg. Center
1776 Independence Avenue
Urbana, IL  61801

Although some discussion took 
place, we did not have a quorum 
attend the GSL BOD meeting.  
Two motions were made, and 
were voted on by those present, 
and electronically by enough 
other Board members to pass.  

The April 2015 minutes were ap-
proved.  

A motion was made and passed 
to raise our Gunnews ad rates, 
effective September 1, 2015.  
Not for profits can still get the old 
rates.  

Board meetings are held the 
fourth Tuesday of the month at 
the address shown above, begin-
ning at 6 pm.  Any member is 
welcome to attend.  
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Prices are rising all over, and that includes advertising in 
GunNews, the monthly journal of Guns Save Life.  We’ll be 
rasing ad rates on September 1 due to  increasing printing 
and distribution costs, but the cost-per-eyeball will still be 
33-50% less than Illinois’ other major gun rights publication 
that comes out quarterly instead of monthly.

If you have thought about advertising in GunNews, but 
haven’t gotten around to it yet, now would be a good time.  
Advertisers can save money and lock in savings by signing 
up now for up to a year of advertising past September 1st 
at the current rates.  

Why advertise in GunNews?  Because we get proven 
results for your advertising dollars.  With 21,000 gun 
owners reading GunNews each month, mostly in Illinois 
and western Indiana, it’s targeted at the people you likely 
want to access:  intelligent, productive, gun-owning folks 
with money to spend.  In addition, issues are posted online 
and hundreds of additional copies are downloaded elec-
tronically.  

AND you’re supporting a grass roots organization that gets 
proven results getting its members involved and constantly 
educates the public to the proven benefits of firearms 
ownership.  

Want to do an ad but don’t know how?  Let us know what 
you need, and we’ll help you create it.  

Current Ad Rates
Good Through Aug. 31

(These rates will remain in effect for not-for-profits)
Space is available for advertisements in GunNews Maga-
zine.  The current circulation is now 21,000 copies, distrib-
uted mostly in Illinois.  SIGN UP NOW.  

Ad rates per run Once    5+ times       One year 
Full page * $250 $200 $150  ($1800 total)
Half page $150 $125 $100    ($1200 total)
Quarter   $100 $80 $65   ($780 total)
Eighth  $65 $50 $40   ($480 total)
Sixteenth $40 $35 $25    ($300 total)
Columns are 12” tall and 2.4” wide.  
*Full page advertisers are entitled to one free “Blog” post 
advertisement at GunsSaveLife.
Guaranteed four-color ad placement is twice the normal 
rate, as space permits.

 

New Ad Rates
Effective Sept. 1

Ad rates per run Once      4+ times   12 times  (per year) 
Full page * $350 $320 $300  ($3600 total)
Half page $250 $220 $200    ($2400 total)
Quarter   $160 $140 $120 ($1440 total)
Eighth  $100 $90 $80   ($960 total)
Sixteenth $55 $50 $45   ($540 total)
Columns are 12” tall and 2.4” wide.  
*Full page advertisers are entitled to one free “Blog” post 
advertisement at GunsSaveLife.
Guaranteed four-color ad placement is twice the normal 
rate, as space permits.

Deadline
The first Friday of the month preceding publication.

Ad Submissions
Ideally, ad should be in electronic format or camera / scan-
ner ready.  If in electronic format, Adobe InDesign (3.0) is 
strongly preferred, although a high-quality Adobe .pdf will 
work.  They can be submitted via email to johnnaese at 
frontier.com or via CD or DVD to GunNews, PO Box 51, 
Savoy, Illinois 61874.  

If not in electronic format or camera ready, submit a basic 
description of what the ad should look like (business name, 
address, phone, product lines, prices, hours, message, etc) 
and we will put an ad together for you.

Time to Advertise in GunNews CHURCH SHOOT:
A Good Time for a 
Good Cause in the 
Country
by John Naese
Gun clubs aren’t the only place you can 
have fun with guns.  

Immanuel Lutheran Church near Broad-
lands, IL, held another of their annual 
sporting clays shoots on July 5th - at the 
church.  

Shooting events at churches were a com-
mon practice 75 or 100 years ago, but not 
so much today.  The picnic and sporting 
clays shoot were open to the public, with 
inflatables and games for the kids, and a 
potluck meal for all.  

The sporting clays course was a challeng-
ing one, with 90 clay birds simulating rab-
bits, pheasants, quail, dove, and ducks.  

At the duck station, the shooter actually 
fired from a boat!

First and second place plaques were 
awarded in divisions for men, women, and 
youth.  GSL’s own John Boch took home 
first in the men’s division.  

And, most importantly, it was a safe and 
fun event.  

We here at GunNews try to keep track of 
unique events like this and promote them 
to our readers.  Be sure to watch the com-
ing events page of each issue, and sup-
port these efforts to preserve and expand 
our gun culture.  

A young participant fires at a crossing “duck” from the boat, 
anchored in the creek that runs near Immanuel Lutheran 
in Broadlands, IL.  

Friendly folks gather in the shade at the registration / prize table.  
It was a very family-oriented event.  
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Renew or sign up for a new 
one-year membership in 
Guns Save Life (form on back 
cover), and you can sign up a 
second individual for an an-
nual membership for only $20 
more.  

They will enjoy full member-
ship privileges in Guns Save 

Life, including delivery of 
GunNews to their mailbox 
each month.  Limited time of-
fer.  Enroll now!  No limit on 
this deal.  For example:  sign 
up for a three-year member-
ship or renewal, you can sign 
up three new members for 
$20 each.

A SCREAMING GOOD DEAL:

Sign up a friend for only $20 more...

 

Join Guns Save Life
Name

Address

City                                                                     State             ZIP

Telephone (for urgent alerts only)                      E-mail

Dues:

Donations:

Is this a gift membership?  If so, from whom:

_______   $30 - Annual membership
_______   $20 - Sign up a friend bonus
            (with a regular annual membership)
_______   $90 - Three-year membership
_______ $1000 - Life Membership 
_______  $500 - Life Membership Age 65+

_______   Legal Defense Fund donation
_______   Range Acquisition Fund donation
_______   Burma-style Sign Fund donation

_______    Total Enclosed

We encourage anyone who supports civil rights, particularly the civil right of 
self-defense to join with us in our battle to retain and restore our civil rights.  

Clip this application and mail it along with your check to 
GunsSaveLife.com, PO Box 51, Savoy, IL 61874.   Thanks!

Do you like GunNews?

Would you like it delivered to your 
house each month?

Join the family today.  It’s just $30 
each year and that allows us to 
continue our good work, including 
publication of GunNews each month.

Membership has its privileges.

*  First consideration for Guns Save 
Life’s legal defense fund for im-
proper arrests relating to guns.

*  Guns save Life is a CMP-eligible 
club.  Visit thecmp.org to see how you 
can order an M1 Garand rifle!

*  GunNews mailed to your house 
each month.  No more hoping some-
one dropped them off at your favorite 
sporting goods shop or restaurant.

*  Discounts at some gun shops

*  Discounts on products and ser-
vices from the club and its mem-
bers.  Members get it cheaper.

*  Pride of ownership in our famous 
highway signs.  Yes, you may call 
them “your own” when telling friends 
about them.

Join the family today.  Welcome 
home!

JOIN THE GUNS SAVE LIFE 
FAMILY TODAY.

SIGN UP HERE.

TK CustomStore.com
  24x7 Online Firearms & Sporting Goods Store

   

Kimber Stocking Master Dealer, STI Stocking Level II Dealer, Glock Semi-Autos, 
S&W Revolvers - Semi-Autos - Rifles, Ruger Handguns - Long Guns, Rock River Rifles

Physical Store
503 N. Church St.
Thomasboro, IL   

61878
Tom@TKCustom.com
(217) 643-2002

M-F 9A-5P
Saturday 9A-3P

CLOSED Sunday

THANKS GSL!

Sierra Wachala, second from left, brought her brand new service dog Gus to the July 2015 
GSL Champaign meeting.  Sierra suffers from severe peanut allergies and the dog is trained 
to react to the smell of peanuts and other tree nuts, as well as help get Sierra her EpiPen.  
Sierra’s pictured with mom Sheri, left, dog trainer Aly Conyers of Conyers Canines and dad 
Ed Wachala.  GSL members bought lots of gun raffle fundraising tickets to help pay for Gus.  
Aly’s holding the leash of Anderson, a similarly-trained dog set to go to a five-year-old boy in 
Connecticut with the same allergy.

The trainer hails from Mississippi and was asked if this was her first visit to a gun rights orga-
nization as part of a “thank you” for their help in funding the training of a service animal and 
she just laughed.  “Not by a long shot,” she said.  “Gun groups are a very giving group.”

We concur.


