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Guns Save Life Meetings
Rantoul:  •	 Second Tuesday of month:  Tuesday, Aug 12th  
The Linden, 224 Wheat Ave., Rantoul, IL 61866
Pontiac:  •	 First Tuesday of month:  Tuesday, Aug 5th 
Pontiac VFW Post 886, 531 W. Lincoln Ave., Pontiac, Illinois 61764
Effingham:		•	 First Thurs. of the month: Thursday, Aug 7th 
Effingham County Sportsmen’s Club, 14295 N. 1025th Street,  
Effingham, IL 62401
Peoria:  •	 First Thurs. of the month:  Thursday, Aug 7th 
Peoria Pizza Works, 3921 N. Prospect, Peoria Heights, IL 61616

Dinner, conversation, exhibits at 5:00 p.m.  Meetings at 7 p.m.

Come on out and join us. The public is encouraged to attend!  

Good food and good friends. It’s a lot of fun too!
Meetings are free and open to public.  Dinner is optional.

to William Hubert,
an American hero.
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5%
CARRY
(Guns Save Life) - Did you know that 
over 5% of American adults either have 
a carry license or live in a state where 
a carry license is not required?

11,113,013 Americans have carry 
licenses and they represent 4.8% of 
America’s total population.  Further-
more, Arizona, Wyoming, Vermont and 
Alaska do not require licenses to carry 
for those legally eligible to own guns.  
Most Montana residents don’t need a 
license to carry either.

This represents a sea change from 
1986 when only eight states had “shall 
issue” carry and fifteen states, including 
Illinois, had no carry provisions at all.

Today, all fifty states allow concealed 
carry.  Two of the states that prohibited 
carry in 1986 - Alaska and Arizona - to-
day require no license at all to carry.  At 
the same time, homicides nationwide 
have fallen 49% since 1993 according 
to FBI crime statistics.  

The Crime Prevention Research Center 
has released a study on July 9, 2014 
titled, “Concealed Carry Permit Holders 
Across the United States” that is chock 
full of notable statistics and information 
like this and more.

For more, turn to page 7.

Photo by Oleg Volk.  Used with permission.

11,113,013 active carry licenses in America
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Burma-style highway sign count:  
24 sets, 10 counties, two states.  
500,000+ sightings per day, 182+ million per year

GUNS SAVE LIFE.com

Guns Save Life
Rantoul
GSL’s President John Boch called the 
meeting to order and led the audience in 
the Pledge of Allegiance.  We then recog-
nized newcomers, including folks from as 
far away as Florida, Kansas and St. Louis.

President’s Report.
Chicago - home of some of the nation’s 
strictest gun control regulations - has been 
making a lot of headlines of late.

Four months ago, Chicago’s police chief 
Garry McCarthy claimed credit for this 
winter’s relatively low violent crime num-
bers.  Was McCarthy claiming credit for the 
Independence Day weekend bloodbath that 
saw nearly 100 people shot and 14 killed?  
No.  He blamed “guns”.

Meanwhile, Windy City Mayor Rahm 
Emanuel’s administration is paying the 
NRA’s lawyers nearly a million dollars after 
losing a court battle trying to defend his 
city’s unconstitutional ban on gun stores.

In one of the few arrests made all weekend, 
a concealed carry licensee scored two hits 
on a thug firing shots into a crowd.  Nice 
job!  The thug was arrested.

A uniformed cop was kicked out of IKEA 
over the recent holiday for carrying his duty 
gun into that store’s “Weapon-free environ-
ment” and a store.  In Mississippi, a store 
where a concealed carry holder customer 
interceded with an armed robber trying to 
stab that store’s clerk to death has in recent 
days posted their store “No Weapons”.  
Both are an extra special kind of stupid.

Target stores want to make their custom-
ers the “target” for bad guys by asking gun 
owners to leave their guns at home.  “If you 
can’t trust Target to keep your credit card 
information safe, why would any reasonable 
and prudent person trust them to keep your 
family safe if they won’t allow you to carry 
your self-defense tool?” Boch asked.

And speaking of card-carrying good guys 
saving innocent life:  There were none 
at an Illinois rest stop posted “no guns” on 
I-39 when a woman was murdered after in 
a random attack earlier this month.  The 
woman was the sister-in-law of one of our 
Guns Save Life family members.  

“These ‘no guns’ signs not only encourage 
bad guys, but they discourage good guys 
from coming around as we avoid those 
places,” Boch noted.

The Central Illinois Preparedness Expo 
is coming up Saturday, August 9th at the 
DeWitt County Sportsmen’s Club just 
east of Clinton.  “Go check this out,” Boch 
urged.  “There will be lots of information 
about preparing for emergencies, personal 
readiness and much more.  Best of all, it’s 
free!”

The Prep Expo is family friendly, so bring 
the kids and spouses.  It’s the fifth year for 
the event and it keeps growing each year.

Guns Save Life housekeeping notes:
Next month, we’ll be meeting in Cham-
paign because The Linden is unavailable.  
Fluid Events at 601 N. Country Fair Drive 
will host us on August 12th.  Tell your 
friends and family!

The board has decided to reduce the 
numbers of GunNews distributed to non-
members. (See story on page 4.)

Elections are coming up.  David Pike 
is chairing the nominating committee.  If 
you’re interested in serving on the board, 
contact him.  

Guns Save Life is actively considering 
establishing a full-time, paid position of 
executive director to handle member 
services (membership processing) and day-
to-day operations.  Some of our most active 
volunteers are burning out as they devote 
ten, twenty or more hours each week on 
GSL business.   Come out to the Board 
of Directors meeting at 6pm on Tuesday, 
June 22nd and share your thoughts.  The 
board meets at 1776 Independence Ave., 
Urbana,IL. 

Guns Save Life looks to be adding Ottawa 
to our monthly meeting locations.  We have 
some volunteers scouting a suitable loca-
tion.  Once that’s located, we’ll promote the 
new location and begin having meetings 
this fall.

Great Guns VI is now underway!  First 
prize is a FN PS90 (and fifty rounds of 
ammo).  Second prize is a Kel-Tec KSG 
shotgun.  Both are highly desirable, hard-to-
find specimens uniquely suited to recreation 
or defensive purposes.

Also of note, a 
former speaker of 
ours, Bill Hubert 
from the Ko-
rean War, passed 
away in recent 
days.  He was a 
highly decorated 
serviceman who 
gained decora-
tions rescuing 
captured Ameri-
can POWs from 
behind enemy 
lines in Korea.

John Naese promoted the August 9-10 
Appleseed shoot at the Holland Farm in 
McLean, IL.  Learn the fundamentals of 
marksmanship and American history while 
making new friends.

Main Speaker
Jim Young
83-year-old airman Jim Young from New-
man, IL shared his passion for flying with 
Lifeline Pilots, a non-profit that does hu-
manitarian transports, primarily seriously ill 
individuals and their caretakers.

Mr. Young mentioned how he was going to 
give away a new plane to someone in the 
audience.  Sure enough, a few minutes and 
a few laughs later, he presented a small, 
balsa-wood airplane to one of our lucky 
members.

He led off by correcting the misinformation 
we had about him in the earlier issue of 
GunNews.  He served in Korea as a radio-
man, not World War II and he wasn’t a pilot 
back then, either.  He was sixty when he 
decided to learn how to fly and has been 
spending a lot of time in recent years help-
ing out with Lifeline Pilots medical flights.

He praised Guns Save Life members in 
the audience, noting that America is a 
wonderful place where we are free to hold 
meetings such as ours.  “In some nations, 
you would be drug off to jail and never 
heard from again” if we met like this to 
discuss gun rights and gun ownership.  “It’s 
because of groups like yours that defend 

This “handgun” was the star of “Tech Time” at the GSL meeting in Rantoul.  It’s a Sig-
Sauer M400 AR-15 pistol with a SIGTac SB15 Pistol Stabilizing Brace.  The ATF has 
ruled, via “Compliance Letters” that this brace is legal when mounted on an AR-15 pistol 
AND that it is lawful for users to fire the pistol from the shoulder in this configuration.  The 
boxes are products that have been added to the base pistol including a Midwest Industries 
free-float SSK-Key Mod handguard, Rock River National Match 2-stage trigger, Magpul K2 
grip, Magpul Angled Foregrip, Noveske KX3 Flash suppressor (The Flaming Pig), Magpul 
MBUS pro sights, Midwest Industries Low-profile Gas Block, Bravo Company Gunfighter 
latch charging handle, Aimpoint H-1, Magpul Rail Light Mount (left) and a Magpul PMag.  
Grand total, with tax, just north of $3k from 10-8 Outfitters in Bloomington.

Bill Hubert.

Wanda Whitsitt, the 
founder of Lifeline 
Pilots, also spoke as 
to why she started the 
group in 1983.

Michael Hart was all smiles after he won 
a brand new Glock 26 9mm pistol at the 
Rantoul GSL meeting.  We’ve got a bevy 
of awesome guns we’re giving away in 
upcoming meetings, including a Ruger 
10/22 for August, an AR-15 for September 
(oh yeah!) and a Mosin-Nagant and ammo 
for October!

this freedom is what keeps us so free,” he 
added.

Lifeline was founded in 1981 by Wanda 
Whitsitt of Champaign, IL, who joined Mr. 
Young at our meeting.  Lifeline has been 
her passion for a whole lot of years and she 
talks with pride about the group’s humani-
tarian endeavors to provide free flights to 
people in need.  

Lifeline began with a handful of pilots flying 
in and out of Illinois.  Today, the group cov-
ers something like forty states and has over 
five hundred volunteer pilots to call upon 
to help the sick make it to distant medical 
appointments at specialized medical clin-
ics.  The pilots take cover expenses of the 
flights.

Jim Young of Newman, a volunteer pilot 
83-years-young with Lifeline, talked about 
volunteering to fly sick folks for medical 
treatment.
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Both recalled instances of memorable 
flights with patients in past years.  The sto-
ries were often quite touching.  Mr. Young 
also took time to laud the folks at FlightStar 
in Savoy at Williard Airport for their support 
of Lifeline.  

Tech Time
John Boch - SBRs
Old timers will remember fifteen years ago 
when Guns Save Life introduced them to 
“fanny pack carry” of unloaded guns as an 
alternative to Illinois’ then-prohibition on 
concealed carry.  

At the Tuesday night Rantoul GSL meeting, 
John Boch introduced the audience to the 
world of “short-barrelled rifles” and equiva-
lents.

Boch explained that for those wishing to 
own a short-barrelled rifle, recently legal-
ized by Illinois Gov. Potatohead Quinn, one 
has to either be a member of a re-enacting 
organization or have a BATF Curio & Relics 
federal firearms license.

Once you have those, you can submit the 
proper forms to BATF, along with a $200 
check to purchase a tax stamp to own a 
Class III gun - in this case a short-barrelled 
rifle.

There are all sorts of hassles with this 
though, including the requirement that you 
get BATF’s permission to take the rifle out 
of state even temporarily.

The alternative is really much simpler.

One seeking a short-barrelled “rifle” can buy 
themselves an AR-15 lower receiver that 
is purchased as a pistol from a gun shop, 
build it up in whatever configuration you 
want, and then slap a SIGTac SB15 Pistol 
Stabilizing Brace on the buffer tube and 
viola! - you now have the functional equiva-
lent of a short-barrelled rifle.

“Whoa!” you say.  “The BATF will frown on 
that and you’re going away to pound-you-in-
the-butt prison for the next twenty years!”

Au contraire.  The BATF, through “Compli-
ance” letters, has ruled, in writing, that the 
Sig stabilizing brace is not a stock and that 
a pistol equipped with one of these braces 
may be fired from the shoulder.

There is one significant restriction, though.  
You are not permitted to install a vertical 
foregrip on the gun, because that’s a no-no 
per BATF.  Magpul’s angled foregrip is fine, 
though.

Mr. Boch brought a sample of this particu-
lar gun and explained some of the many 
modifications.  Among those is an ultra-
lightweight Aimpoint H-1 holographic sight, 

a “Flaming Pig” to protect one’s fingers from 
the fireball on the shorter barrel, the buffer-
tube extension and more.

The cost for this configuration?  “Wendy, 
close your ears,” Boch said towards his 
wife.  “Just over $3,000.”

He showed a bare-bones model from Sig, 
priced around $1500 or a little less.  Sigs 
are pricey though, and one could probably 
be made for about half that plus a $150 Sig 
support brace.  They also make one for AK-
47-pattern pistols as well.

In fact, here is the text of the BATF compli-
ance letter:

Dear Sgt. Bradley:

This is in response to your communi-
cation dated January 24, 2014, to the 
Bureau of Alcohol, tobacco, Firearms 
and Explosives (ATF). Your e-mail was 
forwarded to the ATF Firearms technol-
ogy Branch (FTB), Martinsburg, West 
Virginia, for reply. In your note, you ask 
about firing an AR-15 type pistol from the 
shoulder; specifically, if doing so would 
cause the pistol to be reclassified as a 
Short Barreled Rifle (SBR).

For the following reasons, we have 
determined that firing a pistol from the 
shoulder would not cause the pistol to be 
reclassified as an SBR:

FTB classifies weapons based on their 
physical design characteristics. While the 
usage/functionality of the weapon does 
influence the intended design, it is not the 
sole criteria for determining the classifica-
tion of a weapon. Generally speaking, we 
do not classify weapons based on how an 
individual uses a weapon.

FTB has previously determined (see FTB 
#99146) that the firing of a weapon from 
a particular position, such as placing 
the receiver extention of an AR-15 type 
pistol on the user’s shoulder, does not 
change the classification of a weapon. 
Further, certain firearm accessories such 
as the SIG stability brace have not been 
classified by the FTB as shoulder stocks 
and, therefore, using the brace improp-
erly does not constitute a design change. 
Using an accessory improperly would not 
change the classification of a weapon 
under Federal law...

August 29th-30th-31st

GROSS’ 
BURGERS
25 Henderson Street
Danville, IL 61832
(217) 442-8848

The Linden has the University of Illi-
nois’ annual football dinner on the date 
of our meeting, so were moving our 
“GSL Rantoul” meeting to Champaign.  
We’ll meet at the Fluid Events Banquet 
Center at 601 N. Country Fair Drive in 
Champaign.

There will be some excellent food there 
and times remain the same:  Dinner 
and conversation begin around 5:30 
and the meeting begins at 7pm.

GSL “Rantoul” meeting location for 
August 12, 2014:

Fluid Events Banquet Center
601 N. Country Fair Drive
Champaign, IL 61821

August 
12th

Ken Selby:  Powder
Differences between black powder 
and smokeless powder and dispelling 
some Hollywood myths.

Also

Q&A:  Concealed Carry & 
Prohibited Locations
We will have a panel of instructors 
(and welcome additional instructors 
& legal experts) to talk about Illinois’ 
prohibited locations.  

SBR Redux
We’ll let you take another peak at a “SBR” 
that’s really just a pistol.

The Gun:  Ruger 10/22
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Dewitt County Sportsman’s Club
Clinton, IL

Now seeking new members.  ACT NOW!
Come join a growing club, with dual, independent ranges, a nice clubhouse and per-
missive rules which allow shooters to practice shooting from holsters, double-taps 
and so forth.  Centrally located on Route 10, six miles east of Clinton, IL (15423 
State Highway 10).  Great people and a warm atmosphere.  Facilities include a 100 yard 
rifle range range, handgun range, clubhouse, and more.  An archery range is coming 
next year.  Dues are $50/year plus two work days.

You can download an application at our website: dewittcountysc.com
or by mailing a request to Dewitt Co. Sportsman’s Club; PO Box 322; Clinton, IL 
61727 

Looking for a place to shoot?

June 24, 2014
1776 Independence 
Ave.
Urbana, IL  61801

Attendees: John Boch, 
president, Tammy Wil-
liams, secretary; Dave 
Pike, Dean Rothermel, 
Bob Holland, Chris Bet-
ley, Hope Betley, Steve 
Schnurbusch, John 
Naese, Roger Dorsett

Motion to accept the 
minutes by Rother-
mel/Dorsett.  Motion 
passed unanimously.

After actions:
Peoria:  Steve said 
attendance down - 
shotgun didn’t do very 
well.  Sold a lot of the 
Glock tickets.  Venue is 
serviceable.  Has guns 
lined up for coming 
months.

Effingham Meeting:  No 
real report aside from 
what was in GunNews.
 
Pontiac Meeting:  
Appoximately 90 
people attended.  Their 
planned speaker wasn’t 
back in town yet, so 
they threw something 
together and it went 
quite well.

Rantoul Meeting:  
Meeting went OK..  

Q&A for concealed 
carry is pending - 

specifically relating to 
prohibited locations.

Guns:  July - Glock 26; 
August - Ruger 10/22.  
September - an AR15.  
October Mosin Nagant 
and ammo package 
deal.

PRESIDENT’S RE-
PORT:
Pike named chair of 
Nominating Commit-
tee.  Present the slate 
in August, see if any 
additional nominations 
by September’s meet-
ing and vote at October 
meetings.

TREASURER’S RE-
PORT:
Larry was not in atten-
dance, so David Pike 
filled in for him.  Report 
was emailed to board 
members.

OLD BUSINESS:
NRA Youth Camp at 
Darnall’s.  Pike/Naese 
made a motion for 
$2,000.00 for ammo 
and 2 guns.  1 youth 
Ruger 10/22 and 1 
full size Ruger 10/22.  
Motion passed unani-
mously.

Great Guns VI - Agreed 
for run though second 
half of the year with 
the drawing at the 2nd 
Tuesday December 
meeting.  Settled on 
FN PS90 carbine (and 

50 rounds of ammo) 
for first prize and a Kel-
Tec KSG Shotgun for 
second prize.  

Naese/Pike made a 
motion to formalize the 
agreement, implemen-
tation and purchase of 
the firearms.  Motion 
passed - unanimously.

Great Guns V.  We 
netted about $1800 
in the end-of-2013 
Great Guns V drawing.  
Still haven’t selected 
a youth shooting 
recipient organization.  
Checking with the DNR 
wingshooting people. 
Table till next month.

(Editor’s note:  If you 
have a youth shooting 
/ hunting organization 
with a proven track re-
cord that would like to 
be considered, contact 
us!)

NEW BUSINESS:
Nominating Commit-
tee - Elections are in 
October.
David Pike named 
chairman.  John Boch 
also on committee and 
will be looking specifi-
cally for new blood.

GunNews:  John an-
nounced he wanted to 
retire from doing Gun-
News.  John Naese 
will possibly do that but 
need articles and sup-

port from other people, 
not just John.

David Pike brought 
up a number of issues 
and suggestions for 
consideration relating 
to long-term goals for 
GSL and how to get 
there.  It was largely a 
committee of the whole 
discussing Dr. Pike’s 
ideas, including cutting 
back on GunNews 
expenses, hiring an 
executive director or 
executive secretary, 
alleviating burnout 
among some heavy 
lifters and how to grow 
GSL past that 2,000 
member mark.   Con-
sensus agreement to 
begin rolling back the 
total number of copies 
of GunNews to non-
members. 

Agreed to table discus-
sions until next month’s 
meeting. 

August meeting loca-
tion:  Tammy will do 
the legwork and secure 
a meeting location as 
The Linden is not avail-
able in August because 
the U of I football 
team’s annual dinner 
on the second Tuesday 
in August.

David. Pike made a 
motion to adjourn. 
John Boch seconded.  
Passed unanimously.

Guns Save Life Board of Directors Minutes Where are those GunNews?
Guns Save Life’s Board of Directors has elected to begin throt-
tling back on the free distribution of GunNews to non-members, 
beginning with this issue.

Two years ago this issue, we 
printed 13,000 copies.  

Last month, we printed just 
shy of 25,000 copies and the 
projected annual cost of main-
taining that level of distribution 
will easily exceed $60,000.  
Advertising revenues are 
running just shy of 15% of the 
current printing and distribu-
tion costs.

We recognize GunNews’ 
worth and value as a means 
to keep our members and firearm aficionados up to date with 
the latest news and important information.  GSL will continue to 
maintain monthly publication and distribution to members.  

We also wish to increase its worth by decreasing supply to 
non-members - supply and demand being what they are.  If you 
or your friends can’t continue to find GunNews reliably at your 
favorite gun shop or other hang-out, now you know why.  

In coming months, we will also begin to cease the regular mailing 
of bundles to far-flung distribution points.  Should those busi-
nesses or organizations wish to continue to receive bundles by 
mail, we’re going to ask that they reimburse us for the associated 
printing and mailing costs.  For a bundle of 25 copies, this would 
be $10 per month or $120 each year.  Fifty copies mailed would 
be $17 per month, or just shy of $200 per year.  Bundles of 100 
currently cost us $28 in postage and printing, or $336 annually.

Do you want to stay up to date with what’s happening in Il-
linois and beyond?  Join Guns Save Life!  You’ll get your copy 
delivered reliably by the U.S. Postal Service each month and 
enjoy other benefits of membership including access to our legal 
defense fund, access to the Civilian Marksmanship Program 
government surplus guns and ammunition and much more.

Storage Containers
And Trailers

For Rent or Sale
Delivered to your site

20’ or 40’ Long - 8’ Wide
MEL PRICE & CO.

1938 Bowman Ave.
Danville, IL 61832

217-442-9092
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Guns Save Life | Effingham

400 Guns In Stock!

Effingham GSL Meeting - July 3, 2014

The July 3rd GSL meeting was held 
at the Effingham County Sportsman’s 
Club. Thirty-eight attendees were on 
hand when Dave Clark started the 
meeting at 7:00 p.m. with the Pledge of 
Allegiance.      

The meeting proceeded with a minor 
adjustment to the normal agenda as 
the attendees were fortunate to hear 
from the night’s main speaker, City of 
Effingham K-9 Officer Andy Warner.  

Officer Warner took a few minutes out 
of his daily patrol duties to introduce 
GSL to his new partner, Narco.  Narco 
is a German Shepard police dog.  

Office Warner discussed Narco’s du-
ties which include narcotics detection, 
person and item search, and attack 
when necessary.  

Office Warner took attendees outside 
to demonstrate Narco’s skills.  The 
crowd saw the dog’s response to gun 
fire as a few members of the Sports-
man’s Club were using the pistol range 

during the demonstration.  When 
shots were fired, Narco immediate 
ran toward the gunfire which caused 
his handler to immediately react, and 
Narco returned as commanded.  

Narco reacted to the threat as trained, 
but quickly released from the attack 
when corrected.  Office Warner is look-
ing forward to many years of working 
with this young dog.  

New attendees introduced themselves 
and were welcomed by the other at-
tendees. 

Tech Time was presented by Dave 
Miller that heads up high power rifle 
shooting events at the Sportsman’s 
Club.  

Mr. Miller discussed differences and 
similarities between NRA Shoots and 
Citizen Marksmanship Program (CMP) 
Shoots.  

He presented examples of AR plat-
form and M1 Garand rifles used for 
the matches.  Dave said all levels of 
marksmen are welcome and newbies 

will receive help from more experi-
enced shooters.  Matches are periodi-
cally held at the Sportsman’s club. 

Door prizes were drawn and then the 
gun drawing was held for a stainless 
and synthetic Ruger 10/22.  The winner 
of the gun drawing was David Sowers.    

Join us at 
GSL	Effingham
Thursday, August 7th
Dinner and conversation at 5:30. 
Meeting at 7pm.

Effingham	Sportsmen’s	Club
14295 North 1025th Street
Effingham,	IL	62401

Central Illinois’ Largest
GUN AUCTIONS

2601 Lakeland Blvd., Mattoon, IL 

Also, consignment and estate auctions.  Consignments welcome! 
Complete listings & photos at www.bauerauction.com

Next big gun auction:  July 20th, 2014
Ron Baker FFL  (217) 273-5056
Bauer Auction (217) 259-5956

Lic. #440000242  

David Sowers, right, won the Ruger 
10/22!  Dave Clark makes the pre-
sentation following the drawing.

The M-1 Garand.
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Sangamon County 
Rifle Association
www.sangamoncorifleassociation.org

Don Gwinn, Chairman  
dgwinn@royell.net

(217) 502-2452

Regular monthly meetings take 
place the first Monday of each 

month at 6:30 p.m.
NEW MEETING LOCATION!

KC Banquet Hall
2200 S. Meadowbrook Rd

Springfield, Illinois  

The next meeting of the Sangamon 
County Rifle Association will be on 

Monday, August 4th
Come out and join us!  The public is 

encouraged to attend.  It’s fun.

SANGAMON CO. RIFLE ASSOCIATION
“Right Reason on Second Amendment Rights”

SCRA Meeting Notes 

In July, Sangamon County Rifle 
Association met as always on 
the first Monday of the month at 
the Knights of Columbus hall on 
Meadowbrook Road in Spring-
field. 

It’s been great to have the 
support of the KC hall staff this 
summer, with inexpensive buffet 
dinners and plenty of room for 
everyone to bring a friend or 
two—a far cry from the days 
of meeting in open restaurants 
without enough seating for all 
our members! 

The KC hall staff have now be-
gun taking requests for dinner, 
so a taco buffet is promised for 
the August meeting. It’s good to 
have friends . . . and speaking 
of friends, our guests for the 
July meeting were two friends 
who both feared they wouldn’t 
make it to the meeting. 

Dr. Dan Mefford of Pike County 
joined us to talk about what’s 
going on out in the wild west(ern 
Illinois) while Liz Eilers came to 
discuss Jim Oberweis’s cam-
paign against Sen. Dick Durbin 
(D-But You Knew That.)
 
“If you’ve ever wanted to send 
Reagan back to Washington,” 
Eiler told SCRA, “now’s your 
chance!” Her talk was a straight-
forward appeal for volunteers 
to represent Oberweis at gun 
show tables and people to pack 
Oberweis’s planned rally at the 
Illinois State Fair on August 
14th. 

SCRA is not a purely political or-
ganization, but we think it’s fair 
to note the differences between 
these candidates; Oberweis, as 
Eiler is always ready to point 
out, co-sponsored the Firearm 
Concealed Carry Act, while 
Durbin makes no secret that 
he’d prohibit carry—and likely 
firearm ownership—nationwide, 
if he could find the votes. 

It doesn’t look likely that we’ll 
be hearing in person from any 
representative of the Durbin 
campaign, which is no surprise. 

Incidentally, the odds of hearing 
from a gubernatorial candidate 
are dropping fast, too. Governor 
Quinn was never very likely 
to pop in to try the buffet and 
answer questions, but a Bruce 
Rauner representative did 
contact SCRA about speak-
ing time. She was told that any 
representative was welcome to 

take time, but that open Q&A 
is a requirement. We have not 
been contacted since.

Josh Witkowski gave us his as-
sessment of the race for Gover-
nor in blunt terms: “Gun owners 
are hosed either way.” 

Josh spent most of his reeling 
off an impressive list of local 
outreach victories:

After contacts from Josh and 
SCRA’s resident cyclist, Tom 
Shafer, the Springfield Park 
Board took down illegal no-guns 
signs from Sangamon County 
bike trails. Springfield Parks 
Director Derek Harms listened 
to reason, checked out the law, 
and had the signs down within 
a week. Both members com-
mended Harms for his respon-
siveness and honesty.

Jiffi-Stop, owners of most local 
Shell gas stations, has removed 
the no-gun signs from all lo-
cal stores after a cooperative 
outreach campaign coordinated 
by Josh with Dr. Mefford of Pike 
County.

Most local restaurants and 
stores who lease locations from 
Simon Properties (which has 
a national no-guns policy in its 
own properties, including the 
common areas of White Oaks 
Mall locally) have taken down 
the no-guns signs provided by 
Simon. Simon Properties pro-
vided the signs free of charge, 
and several businesses were 
under the mistaken impression 
that they were mandatory. 

Local downtown Springfield fa-
vorite Café Brio took their signs 
down in June as well, so there’s 
one more live music venue 
where CCL’s are welcome.

And, finally, the local O’Reilly 
Auto Parts store took down its 
no-guns signs after an SCRA 
member gave them a “No Guns, 
No Money” card! 

Josh reports that the local Tar-
get management has confirmed 
that the store won’t be posted 
and that concealed carry license 
holders are welcome. The only 
question is whether that will be 
enough to bring gun owners 
back after many have already 
decided to honor the “polite re-
quest” and take their money and 
self-defense tools elsewhere.

Statewide, Tom Shafer reported 
on a flood of recent lawsuits, all 
alleging that the state’s CCL-de-

nial-review process violates due 
process rights by its Byzantine 
and secretive nature. 

The state has collected a cool 
$120,000 in fees for licenses 
they have refused to issue, with-
out giving anyone a reason why. 

As Josh Witkowski was fond 
of warning SCRA before the 
IL FCCA passed, such review 
boards operate very differently 
from courts, using a “preponder-
ance of evidence” standard that 
allows for upholding a license 
denial if four out of seven 
members find that there’s a 
50.1% chance that an applicant 
is dangerous—without allow-
ing for the applicant to testify, 
submit evidence, or even see 
the evidence or testimony being 
used to deny the license.  

Continuing the “bad news, weird 
news, good news” theme, local 
CCL instructor Brent Harney 
gave an update on the troubling 
spate of 200 instructors who 
had their credentials revoked at 
the first of June.  Turns out few 
were revoked for malfeasance, 
but most were related to not 
getting their carry licenses as 
required and others who were 
cops and didn’t need a license.

In the good news column, 
SCRA’s local ambassador from 
the Springfield Tactical Shooters 
USPSA club, J. Griffin, joined us 
with his race guns and equip-
ment. J shoots Strayer-Voight 
hi-cap 1911 clones in the Open 
division of USPSA (he’s an 
A-class shooter because, as he 
said, “I was on my way to Mas-
ter when I had kids.”) J’s pistols 
are true race guns, chambered 
in “9mm Major” caliber ammuni-
tion, similar to .38 Super but 
run at such high pressure that it 
routinely flattens and sometimes 
pops the rifle primers J uses to 
load his ammo, and mounted 
with C-More sights mounted at 
a 90-degree rotation to clear 
shooting barricades. These 
were expensive investments, 
but J’s been happy with them, 
and he reminded SCRA that the 
guns he bought for $2000 years 
ago would be hard to replace 
for less than double that amount 
now. 

Must be doing something right! 
J recently finished third in 
A-class Open Division at the 
Arkansas state match and 13th 
in Open overall. J didn’t mention 
it, but if you’re not sure how 
to get started in local USPSA 
competition, come to a meeting 

and ask for J. You’ll leave with 
everything you need to know!
 
In slightly weird news, Jay 
Ater of the Morgan County 2nd 
Amendment Foundation shared 
his experience working through 
getting his dad’s guns after his 
father was admitted to an as-
sisted living facility.  He stressed 
the importance of proper 
planning with older relatives to 
ensure their firearms and other 
valuables aren’t left “undiscov-
ered” in hiding places.

Main Speaker
Dr. Dan Mefford
Our meeting was packed with 
information. Our main guest 
speaker, Dr. Mefford, reviewed 
Illinois history, including the 
1970 Constitution’s history and 
the weakness of its famous 
Section 22, which purports to 
protect a right to keep and bear 
arms, but “Subject only to the 
police power . . . “ 

As Dr. Mefford pointed out, 
this clause essentially means 
“subject only to the power of 
the General Assembly to make 
laws.” 

It’s not hard to see why federal 
courts have recently been much 
kinder to the RKBA than Illinois 
courts! They just don’t have 
much to go on. 

Incidentally, the debates that led 
to that “compromised” guaran-
tee are available online in .pdf 
format. If you can find a search-
able version, you can jump right 
to the RKBA debate by search-
ing for the word “skunk.” No 
kidding. 

In any case, Dr. Mefford re-
counted both his recent experi-
ence reaching out to Jiffi-Stop 
management and compared it 
to his campaign for county-level 
“Constitutional carry resolutions” 
several years ago. Although 
these resolutions (advocated 
by Dr. Mefford in Pike County, 
but not passed there until after 
he won election to the county 
board) had no force of law, Dr. 
Mefford says, each one had 
to be passed by county-wide 
ballot, so each one represented 
a poll of actual voters in each 
county. Later, when anti-gun 
advocates at the Illinois capitol 
insisted that “the voters don’t 
want people carrying guns,” it 
was easy to point to these reso-
lutions and prove that a majority 
of voters had certainly been in 
favor on election day!

July 2014 SCRA:  Good news and big successes!

Our thanks goes out to Oleg 
Volk for his continued permis-
sion to use his creative works in 
our gun rights advocacy work.  
You can see more of them at 
his website:

a-human-right.com
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DARNALL GUN WORKS & RANGES
FULL LINE GUN SHOP --  INDOOR & OUTDOOR RANGES -- OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

Darnall FAST - FireArms Safety Training Group
6125 E. 1175 North Road
Bloomington, IL 61705
Phone:  309-379-4331
Fax:  309-379-4332
www.darnalls.com

Modern Steel & Wild Bunch
August 17th

CARRY CONCEALED CLASSES
ILLINOIS STATE POLICE APPROVED

16 Hour Classes 8 Hour Classes

SASS Cowboy Action Shoot
August 16th

 Sept. 20th Oct. 18th Nov. 15th

CARRY CONCEALED CLASS FEES:
Contact us now to register.

16 hour class - $250.00
8 hour class - $150.00

INDOOR PISTOL RANGE
OUTDOOR PISTOL, RIFLE, SHOTGUN RANGES

LARGE SELECTION OF FIREARMS
AMMUNITION AVAILABLE

RELOADING SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT

Report from the Crime Prevention Research Center

Concealed Carry Permit Holders Across the United States

Summary
The last comprehensive report on 
the number of concealed carry 
permit holders was completed 
three years ago by the U.S. Gov-
ernment Accountability Office and 
showed that 8 million Americans 
held a concealed carry permit.

CPRC collected the most recent 
data available for each state and 
the results showed that there are 
total of 11,113,013 Americans 
who currently hold concealed 
carry permits representing 4.8 
percent of the total population.

The number of concealed carry 
permit holders is likely much 
higher than 11.1 million because 
numbers are not available for all 
states that issue permits, such as 
New York. Additionally, four states 
and the majority of Montana do 
not require that residents have 
a concealed handgun permit to 
carry within the state so the num-
ber of residents who carry a con-
cealed weapon is not recorded.

The percent of the adult popula-
tion with concealed handgun per-
mits is determined by how difficult 
it is to get the permits, how long 
the permits have been available, 
and whether the government 
has discretion over who gets the 
permit.

The report also examines the 
violent crime rate in relation to 
the rising percentage of the adult 
population with concealed carry 
permits. Between 2007 and the 
preliminary estimates for 2013, 
murder rates have fallen from 5.6 
to 4.4 per 100,000 – a 22 percent 
drop in the murder rate at the 
same time that the percentage of 
the adult population with permits 
soared by 130 percent. Overall vi-
olent crime also fell by 22 percent 
over that period of time.

Top 10
states by % of population 

with carry license

South Dakota  12.03%
Indiana  10.79%
Alabama  10.21%
Utah    9.75%
Tennessee   9.25%
Pennsylvania   8.67%
Iowa    8.53%
Washington   8.49%
Florida     8.23%
Georgia   8.00%

Illinois at #44    0.34%

Rate
annual increase in 
licensed individuals 
throughout America

1999 - 2007:  240,000 per year
2008 - 2011:  844,000 per year

2012 - 2013:  1,390,000 per year

How law-abiding 
are carry license holders?

Even	more	so	that	police	officers.

From 1987 to 2014, Florida has issued permits to 2.64 
million people.  168 of those licenses were revoked for 
firearms-related violations over those years, or an annual 
rate of .0002%.  The annual rate of firearm violations by 
police officers in Florida over those years is .007%.

In the most recent 77 months, Florida reports only four 
licenses have been revoked for fiream-related violations.

Each $10 increase 
in fees reduces the 
adults with license 

by 1/2%.
Florida has 1.28 million active 
permits, more than any other state.

Jacksonville Friends of NRA 
teams up to help rescue local 
American Legion hall
Jacksonville, IL (Journal-Courier) - In about a month’s 
time, an effort to support the American Legion has 
gone from a seemingly overwhelming task to a realis-
tic project.

Steve Naber, chairman of the West Central Illinois 
Friends of the NRA, said his group and the mem-
bers of the American Legion Post 279 are starting 
to coalesce, and now he’s looking for more people 
throughout the community who want to get involved.

“We’ll be having a town hall meeting out there,” Naber 
said. “We want to invite all veterans, non-veterans, 
men and women, a cross section of the whole com-
munity who think they can do something to help.”

The meeting will be held at 7 p.m. July 16 at the post, 
903 W. Superior Ave.

Naber said hopefully people will be divided up into 
small groups to conduct individual fundraisers to ben-
efit the Legion. The Friends of the NRA and Legion 
have been meeting together over the past month to 
brainstorm more ideas.

“I think during that brainstorming session we created 
a spark among Legion members,” Naber said. “You 
could see in their eyes that there is light at the end of 
this tunnel. If you get the right people with the hearts 
and souls into this, that’s the main ingredient.”

In early June, the Friends of the NRA decided to take 
on the effort to improve the American Legion — a 
veterans group that is cash strapped and in need of 
improvements to its building.

Since then, Naber said they have organized special 
events, including live music from local band Leaving 
Ashland at an event in August. The Legion has also 
been approved to install video gaming terminals.

Naber said he hoped that eventually the Legion could 
employ a business manager to help keep it generat-
ing revenue and the interest of the community.

“At some point, we think that we’ll turn it back into the 
civic center it was meant to be,” he said.
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risky business

Defending innocent life
is perilous at best
by John Boch
Nothing good happens after a 
deadly force encounter - aside 
from living another day.

Real life is not like Hollywood.  
In the real world, the good guy 
doesn’t walk off into the sunset 
with the pretty woman to live 
happily ever after following a 
bloody, violent incident where 
the bad guy is struck down.

Even if you prudently exer-
cise righteous force to counter 
criminal violence, you may end 
up dead.  If you live, you may 
well be arrested and get strip 
searched and thrown into jail 
with a bunch of Ne’er-do-wells.  
You might be sued by the crimi-
nal or his or her next-of-kin.

Those who justifiably kill almost 
always have sleep disturbances 
(that’s “nightmares” for those 
from Rio Linda), and they all suf-
fer the Mark of Cain where folks 
look at them very differently after 
they’ve killed.

Then as an added bonus, you 
may also suffer depression, 
post-traumatic stress disorder, 
sexual dysfunction and other 
health effects from the great 
stress.  You may turn to food, 
recreational or pharmaceutical 
drugs - or alcohol - to cope.  

You may be stripped of your 
guns while police investigate and 
at the same time, the criminal’s 
kinfolk may seek retribution from 
you or your now-disarmed family.

You will probably lose some 
“friends” and you might lose your 
job.  The financial implications 
are staggering, especially if you 
didn’t think to buy some legal 
coverage “insurance” policy.

It’s going to be a mess.

Most of us who carry each and 
every day know and understand 
these risks.  

We carry because we would 
rather risk the aftermath of 
a shooting than become yet 
another statistic.  If we pass 
prematurely, they probably won’t 
be saying, “Gee. It’s too bad he 
didn’t have his gun that day!” at 
any of our funerals.

Understanding all of the above, 
you should think long and hard 
before intervening to save a 
third-party’s life.  

Your first instinct should be to 
find cover and evaluate the situ-
ation dispassionately.  

Break tunnel vision to ensure 
you’re not getting shot in the 
back as happened to Joe Wilcox 
who interrupted a pair of cop-
killers intent on a rampage in a 
Las Vegas Walmart store last 
month. 

Make sure there are extraordi-
nary exigent circumstances, as 
defined by a reasonable and 
prudent person, before you get 
involved.   Keep in mind, the 
standard by which you will be 
judged will vary by region of the 
country.  Obviously, it will be 
entirely different in Boston or 
Chicago than it is in Texas.

So, knowing all of the downside 
of intervening, why would any-
one help save someone else?

Simply put, it is the moral and 
ethical thing to do.  While you 
almost certainly bear no legal 
responsibility to act, you have to 
go to sleep every night for the 
rest of your life.  Did you shirk 
your duty to act and let people 
die?  That would be a pretty 
heavy  burden to bear, especially 

if it were innocent women and 
children that perished due to 
your inaction.

Most of the civilians in Illinois 
are new to carrying guns in 
public.  Just because you’ve 
got a gun on your hip or in your 
purse doesn’t mean you’re a 
junior crimestopper with a carry 
license.  That gun you carry is 
the last resort solution to conflict 
you sought to avoid.  

Sometimes things are not al-
ways what they seem, especially 
when you’re late to the party.

Be very wary and cautious 
before you pull that gun out 
and doubly so before you use 
it to defend someone you don’t 
know.  

If in doubt, find cover then ob-
serve and report to police.

Be careful and stay safe out 
there.  

The author is a long-time 
firearms instructor, teaching 
personal protection and basic 
self-defense skills to law-abiding 
good guys for sixteen plus 
years.  He’s also carried a gun 
everyday as a civilian in Illinois, 
legally, since 1999.
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by Steve Schnurbusch
Forty people attended the July 3, 2014 Peo-
ria GSL meeting.  Several new faces were 
in attendance.  Peoria Regional Coordinator 
Steve Schnurbusch read the President’s 
notes provided by John Boch.

Kay Davis:  Opportunities for the ladies!
Kay Davis informed the gathering of several 
important events for women shooters that 
were coming up in the area.  Kay’s devo-
tion to the shooting sports is evident in her 
many weekends that she devotes to instruc-
tion helping new shooters.
• Becoming an Outdoors Woman 
at Pere Marquette State Park September 
26-28.  http://www.dnr.state.il.us/lands/
Landmgt/Bow/
• Women in the Outdoors at Chilli-
cothe Sportsmen’s Club August 23.  http://
www.womenintheoutdoors.org/in_your_
state/wito.php?STATE=IL
• Appleseed LadySeed at 
Carmi Rifle Club September 6-7  http://
appleseedinfo.org/search-states-location.
php?locationid=100&id_event=2415

George Irick and landowner David Ashley 
gave an update on the recent sign instal-
lations.  Their generosity and efforts to 
get these installed are appreciated by all.  
We’ve had lots of very positive feedback on 
the new signs.  Good work to all! 

Main Speaker
Norm Parsley:  Gun Cleaning
The main speaker was NRA training coun-
selor Norm Parsley.  He presented informa-
tion on considerations to keep in mind when 
cleaning firearms.  Safety is priority number 
one so start with an unloaded gun and 
wear safety glasses.  Norm recommended 
glasses that meet the Z87 standard and 
suggested Sentry Safety as a place in Peo-
ria to buy safety equipment.

An apron is a good 
thing to wear while 
cleaning guns along 
with gloves.  Make 
sure the area has ad-
equate light and the 
table top is protected 
from the harmful 
effects of oils and 
solvents.  A vice is a 
good thing to have 
when working with 
long guns.

Norm explained how many common gun 
cleaning products are highly flammable and 
contain numerous chemicals.  Make sure 
your cleaning area has adequate ventila-
tion and don’t smoke.  Norm and others 
discussed Material Safety Data Sheets 
(MSDS) and how they can be useful in 

determining what is in that bottle you just 
purchased.

Tech Time
Steve Davis:  1903A Springfield
Steve Davis brought in his 1903A3 Spring-
field rifle for tech time.  The 1903A3 was 
a manufacturing change to the classic 
American 1903 Springfield rifle.  World War 
Two brought about a tremendous need for 
small arms to equip the burgeoning armed 
forces that were being raised to combat 
Axis aggression.

The manufacture of the rifle was simplified 
by including more stamped parts, a two 
grooved barrel, and a simple peep sight to 
mimic the aperture sight on the M1 Garand.  
Remington and typewriter company Smith 
Corona produced the rifle during the war 

years.  Many were issued to rear echelon 
units, Free French, and Nationalist Chinese.

The rifle is more than a neat artifact for 
the history aficionado Davis.  He regularly 
shoots his rifle and finds it dependable and 
accurate especially with the thicker front 
sight blade he installed.

Chris Lacey of Morton won the Remington 
870 Express home defense shotgun.

Next meeting:  Thursday, August 7, 2014.  
We’ll be giving away a new Gen 3 Glock 19 
9mm.
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GSL in Peoria!

Chris won it!
Chris Lacey was the winner of the Rem-
ington 870 Express shotgun!  What’s not to 
smile about?

Our main speaker, 
Norm Parsley.

Steve Davis on Tech Time talking about 
the  Springfield 1903A rifle.  The Springfield 
is a Rifleman’s rifle, and Steve Davis is an 
expert marksman himself, shooting a 243 
out of 250 on the Army’s AQT qualifier.

GSL Defense Training
Firearms Training for Everyone

GSLDefenseTraining.com
Call or check website for course availability and registration materials.

This course will establish a good foundation for a 
lifetime of safe and effective defensive shooting 
skills using repeating carbine rifles at urban defen-
sive distances. 

Students will learn proper maintenance and mal-
function prevention, gear selection, rifleman funda-
mentals, sling usage, shooting stances, and firearm 
manipulation. This course will hone basic fundamen-
tals while teaching basic individual tactics and tech-
niques, including shooting on the move, as well as 
from cover and concealment in various positions and 
transitioning from carbine rifle to sidearm, as well as 
the tactical treatment of gunshot wounds.

PREREQUISITE:  None.  You should have an 
understanding of firearm safety and basic skill sets 
using a handgun.  Minimum age: 16 years.

Registration: $300. Registration includes lunch, 
drinks, range fees, safety  equipment (as needed), 
course materials and more.

Date:  October 18 & 19.  Saturday 9-9pm, Sunday 
9-5pm  (Night shooting segment Saturday evening.)

Location:  DeWitt County Sportsman’s Club near 
Clinton, IL.

October 18 & 19
Clinton, IL

GSL Defense Training, LLC
21 Brookshire Green
Bloomington, IL 62704
217 649-3702
templar223@comcast.net

Urban Rifle 101
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Stories from the home 
of the opposition to 
your right to defend 
yourself.  

Train with the people 
you know and trust.

GSL Defense Training
Firearms Training for Everyone

GSLDefenseTraining.com
Call or check website for course availability and registration materials.

GSL Defense Training, LLC
21 Brookshire Green
Bloomington, IL 62704
217 649-3702
templar223@comcast.net

This NRA Personal Protection in the Home course, along with 
supplemental lectures and range exercises, satisfies Illinois’ 
16-hour training requirement for the new CCW licenses and is 
Illinois State Police approved.  

Course goal: To develop the basic knowledge, skills and attitude 
essential to the safe and efficient use of a handgun for protec-
tion of self and family, and to provide information on the law-
abiding citizen’s right to self-defense.  This class covers a review 
of NRA gun safety rules, using firearms responsibly and ethically 
for personal protection, developing the proper mindset for using 
a firearm for personal defense when facing a life-threatening 
encounter, mental awareness, how to avoid becoming a victim, 
strategies for home safety and responding to a violent confron-
tation in your home.  We offer an in-depth instruction on the 
judicious use of deadly force - taught by real instructor-lawyers, 
not power point slides - including when deadly force is justified 
against “unarmed” aggressors.  

Additional topics and activities above and beyond the NRA 
Personal Protection in the Home Course:  We will also teach 
you fundamentals of how to fight with your personal defense 

handgun, a discussion of interactions with potential assailants, 
the moral and ethical considerations to decision-making involved 
in using  deadly force, and post-shooting interventions with wit-
nesses, responding police officers, investigating officers, media 
and others.  We’ll also cover the Illinois State Police-required 
aspects of the new Illinois Firearm Concealed Carry Act.

Students will spend several hours on the range with live-fire both 
days and will fire 250 rounds, including the Illinois qualification 
shoot.  Less experienced shooters are welcomed & encouraged.  

Tuition:   $225 per person when you take advantage of our buy 
one, get one half-price special.  $300 for a single registration.  
Registration includes lunch, drinks, range fees, safety equipment 
(as needed), and the NRA required student packet of materials,   
AZ, FL non-resident permit-to-carry applications and a long list 
of bonus materials.   Loaner guns and gear offered at no addi-
tional charge.  Ammo available at all class locations.  A Firearms 
Owners ID Card is recommended, but not required.  

September 27/28
Bloomington, IL

GSL Defense Training’s NRA Personal Protection in the Home (IL 16-hour CCW)

$940,000: CHICAGO PAYS THE NRA - AGAIN
Fairfax, Va. (NRA-ILA) – The United States District Court in the Northern District of Illinois 
has ordered the City of Chicago to reimburse $940,000 in legal expenses incurred by the 
NRA. The NRA had challenged Chicago’s ban on gun sales within city limits in Benson 
v. City of Chicago. The Benson case was consolidated into Illinois Association of Firearm 
Retailers v. City of Chicago and that case challenged five aspects of Chicago’s law: (1) the 
ban on any form of carriage; (2) the ban on gun stores; (3) the ban on firing ranges; (4) 
the ban on self-defense in garages, porches, and yards; and (5) the ban on keeping more 
than one gun in an operable state.

This is the second time that the City of Chicago has been ordered to reimburse legal fees 
in a suit sponsored by the NRA. The first was following the U.S. Supreme Court’s land-
mark ruling in McDonald v. City of Chicago in which Chicago was ordered to reimburse the 
NRA more than $600,000. CHICAGO:  Happy Independence Day

Chicago (Guns Save Life) - Chicago 
marked the occasion with celebratory 
fireworks, and unlike most civilized 
communities in America, an abundance 
gunfire aimed at other people.

The LA Times is now reporting that 82 
people were shot over the weekend and 
14 killed in the senseless inner-city vio-
lence that is Chicago.

Chicago Police Superintendent Garry Mc-
Carthy was crediting his policing strate-
gies earlier this year when crime was 

down, but made no mention of the strate-
gies he was lauding this spring.  Instead, 
he blamed “guns”. 

Senator Dick “Our soldiers are Nazis” 
Durbin blames guns coming into Chicago 
and wants to increase the federal penalty 
for straw purchases to 15 years (from the 
current ten year sentence).

The “Reverend” Jesse Jackson’s solu-
tion:  Money.  “If we have $4B for those 
(illegal alien) children, we have $2B for 
Chicago.”

Chicago (Tribune) - Police 
are questioning a suspect 
after two 55-year-old 
women were struck in the 
face with a hammer near 
Navy Pier, authorities 
said.

The women were walk-

ing on the lake shore bike 
path in the 500 block of 
North Lake Shore Drive 
when a man approached 
them with a hammer just 
before 6:30 p.m., Police 
News Affairs Officer Ron 
Gaines said.

The suspect struck both 
women in the face and 
fled, Gaines said.

The women were taken 
to Northwestern Memo-
rial Hospital in serious 
condition.

Welcome to Chicago, ladies:
Two women struck in face with hammer Navy Pier attack
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5th Annual Central Illinois 

PREPAREDNESS 
EXPO

Saturday, August 9th
9:00a.m. - 5:00p.m.

At the DeWitt County Sportsmen’s Club
Six miles EAST of the Clinton, IL city limit on IL Route 10.

A variety of emergency preparedness, self-defense, field survival and self-re-
liance presentations & lectures. Workshops, exhibits and demonstrations will 
be presented throughout the day.  Lunch will be available.   

This is a FREE event with information for the entire family.  Sponsors include 
DeWitt County Sportsmen’s Club, Live Free USA, Guns Save Life, GSL De-
fense Training, and others...
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Guns Save Life is proud of our new “Life Member-
ship” for those who wish to show an exemplary 
level of support towards Guns Save Life and our 
mission defending your right to defend yourself.

The new “Life Membership” is available for $1000, 
and for those aged 65 and over, it’s available at 
half-price, $500.

Be among the third group of ten individuals to 
step up and help us defend your right to defend 
yourself with a life membership to Guns Save Life.  

To sign up for this new Life Membership option, 
fill out the form on the back page of this issue of 
GunNews and send it in today and you too will be 
part of an elite group of freedom’s defenders!

Guns Save Life’s 
LIFE MEMBERSHIP!

We defend your right 
to defend yourself.

SPRINGFIELD (Illinois State Police) – Illinois State Police (ISP) officials 
announced today that an alternative application option to apply for a 
Concealed Carry License (CCL) is now available for those individuals 
without computer access.

Applicants can contact the ISP Firearms Services (FSB) Customer 
Service Center phone line at (217) 782-7980 and provide a FSB call 
taker with the same CCL application information that is currently required 
through the CCL on-line process.

The FSB call taker will need: the applicant’s full name, any previous 
names, date of birth, driver’s license number or state ID, Firearms Owner 
Identification (FOID) card number, current mailing address, ten years of 
previous address history, fingerprint Transaction Control Number (TCN) 
(which is optional), training instructor’s name and the Concealed Carry 
Trainer’s Identification (CCTID) number.  Applicants should have this 
information readily available prior to calling the FSB Customer Service 
Center phone line.

Upon validation of the FOID number and driver’s license or identifica-
tion card, payment in the form of credit card or electronic check will be 
needed and securely processed by the FSB call taker.

Once the CCL telephone application interview is completed and payment 
confirmed, the applicant will receive the application in the mail. Upon 
receipt, the applicant must review the application for accuracy, initial all 
required areas, answer the background check questions, and sign and 
date the application.  The applicant must also attach a 2 inch by 2 inch 
headshot photo (shoulder to head) taken within the last 30 days and 
provide all required training certificates.   

The completed application, photo, and training certificates must be re-
turned to the ISP through the U.S. Postal Service before the application 
will be processed and a license issued. 

The Illinois State Police is providing this alternative method to ensure 
that the public has options to participate in the CCL application process 
and to ensure turnaround times are met in accordance with the Firearm 
Concealed Carry Act. 

To date, more than 78,000 CCL applications have been submitted and 
more than 60,000 are active across Illinois.

Paper application process available 
for Illinois Concealed Carry Licenses
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State Line Rifle Association
 
Proud sponsor of 
Brownell’s NRA Day Family Fun Shoot.
In affiliation with: NRA, ISRA, GOA, 
IFOR, CMP, GSL, MCSA

Monthly meetings on the fourth Tuesday 
each month at 7pm

American Legion
111 E Main Street
Round Lake Park, IL 60073
 

www.statelinerifle.com   
see us on Facebook

“An influential voice in 
advancing armed self-
defense ‘north of I-80’ ”

Sharp Defense
Jim Sharp

N.R.A. & Illinois Concealed Carry Classes
Paxton, IL

Serving Ford, Iroquois, Livingston, McLean, Piatt, 
Champaign, Vermilion Counties and beyond

Call 217 379-3652 
email:  training@sharpcs.com

Located between 
St. Joseph and Urbana, 

IL., on Route 150 
in Mayview

IN THE 

BIG RED 
BUILDING

1868 CR 1600 N.
Urbana, IL   61802

217-469-8000

DAVE’S FIREARMS
Firearms - Ammunition - Reloading - Accessories

IT’S TIME to stop in and see the Largest Selection of 
Firearms and Accessories in East Central Illinois, in our 
NEWLY EXPANDED SHOWROOM.

Product Review
The	perfect	gun-safe	dehumidifier

by John Boch
Guns are collectible - and tend to 
accumulate for many of us - for a 
host of reasons including self-
defense, historical fascination, or 
even a retirement investments.  

Guns well-maintained accrue value 
and part of taking care of them is 
keeping rust at bay.

One of the single best things you 
can do to keep rust away from gun 
safe contents is to use an active 
dehumidifier.  This is especially 
true if the safe is kept in a garage 
or basement where excess humid-
ity is routinely present, especially in 
the summer.

The “Goldenrod” dehumidifier has 
been a very popular option for 
many years.  It warms the air and 
gently circulates it throughout the 
container.  I could never figure out 
how merely warming the air drives 
off humidity so I looked for some-
thing better.

The Eva-Dry 1100 is a newer 
alternative.  Not only does it gently 
warm the air a few degrees and 
circulate it, but it actually removes 
humidity using a thermoelectric 
cooling (Peltier technology) and 
condenses it inside a water reser-
voir.  

Standing about 8” tall and with a 

footprint 6” wide and 4.5” deep, it 
doesn’t take a lot of valuable real 
estate.

I’ve got one and it is awesome.  It 
uses about twenty-five watts of 
electricity and runs continuously.  
In my safe, which is about the size 
of a walk-in shower, the petite unit 
pulls up to an ounce of water each 
day from the air.  For me, it takes 
about two weeks to completely fill 
the spill-proof reservoir.  It auto-
matically shuts off when full.

Cost is $35-50 when ordered 
online.  There’s also a larger model, 
the 2200, which might be a good 
alternative for small, walk-in vaults.

Protect your firearms investments 
by keeping humidity at bay.  These 
units seem to be a vast improve-
ment over what I had always been 
told was the “gold standard” to 
protect against humidity-caused 
rust in gun safes.  

Get one of these.  You’ll be glad 
you did and your guns will appreci-
ate it as well.

The Eva-Dry 1100 at home inside 
a gun safe.  Note a day’s worth of 
water collected in the bottom of the 
unit.

Target wants to make you the target:  
NO GUNS, PLEASE!
Target announced they’re implementing a risky “no guns” 
policy, as announced by the company’s execs. In short, they 
are asking customers to leave their guns at home before 
visiting the retailer’s stores.  

Target has already been on Americans’ bad list since the 
retailer let hackers steal as many as 110,000,000 (that’s one 
hundred ten MILLION) credit card numbers from customers 
last year.  What’s worse, they were warned that there was a 
data breach and Target did NOTHING about it initially.

If you can’t trust Target to keep your credit card data 
safe, why would you trust them to keep your family safe 
after they’ve stripped you of the ability to protect them 
yourself?

photo by Frederic J. Brown/Agence France-Presse.

Rainy days are ahead for Target corporation with their alien-
ation of gun owners.
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The

Armed American
True stories of firearms used by law-abiding Americans 
to save innocent life.

Train with the people 
you know and trust.

GSL Defense Training
Firearms Training for Everyone

GSLDefenseTraining.com
Call or check website for registration materials.

GSL Defense Training, LLC
21 Brookshire Green
Bloomington, IL 62704
217 649-3702
templar223@comcast.net

GSL Defense Training’s intermediate-level defensive handgun 
class is geared towards the concealed carry license holder or 
anyone serious about prudently approaching the use of deadly 
force in self-defense.  Many of the topics and skills will carry 
over for the serious competitive shooter as well.

“Training to Live and Win” builds upon the fundamental defen-
sive skill sets taught in the NRA Personal Protection and NRA 
Personal Protection in the Home courses – and similar non-NRA 
coursework.

We teach you how to better *fight* with your personal defense 
handgun.  Instruction will also include proper draw and presenta-
tion of your sidearm, minimizing and eliminating wasted move-
ment.   Students will also learn smoother and faster reloading, 
engaging close-range threats,  malfunction clearing, shooting 
around barricades/cover, proper turns and movement, and 
shooting while moving.

Students will learn decision making in high-stress situations and 
how to articulate dangerous circumstances in explaining their 
reactions to potentially crippling or lethal threats in post-shooting 

interrogations.   This training will include “shoot – don’t shoot” 
scenarios on a shooting simulator, including critique.

We will shoot in low-light and “no light” environments, giving 
students a chance to experience night-time shooting.

Training to Live and Win also features a tactical treatment of 
gunshot wounds segment discussing the fundamentals of treat-
ing gunshot wounds until professional EMTs arrive, including 
practical exercises treating mock wounds.

Other topics will including weapon-retention strategies are also 
covered.

Tuition:   $300 per person.  Registration includes lunch, drinks, 
range fees, safety equipment (as needed) and a long list of 
bonus materials.   Pre-requisite:  NRA Personal Protection in the 
Home or similar coursework.

October 11 & 12, 2014
Bloomington, IL

Intermediate Personal Protection:  Training to Live and Win

18-year-old shoots mom’s 
violent ex-boyfriend
Hendersonville, TN (WKRN-TV) - A 
man was killed Sunday night in Hen-
dersonville after police say he tried to 
harm an ex-girlfriend with whom he 
had a tumultuous relationship.

It began when officers heard gun-
shots as they arrived to a home on 
Wessington Place just after 8 p.m. on 
reports of domestic violence.

Once they made entry, they found 36-
year-old Brian Davidson dead inside 
the home.

An investigation revealed Davidson 
had entered the home unlawfully 
with the intent of harming 46-year-old 
Shawna Brush.

Brush’s son, 18-year-old Connor 
Brush, ultimately exchanged gunfire 
with Davidson, allowing him and his 
mother to escape unharmed.

Davidson, who was struck by one of 
Brush’s bullets, then shot himself.

Homeowner shows 
great restraint
Centralia, WA (KOMO) -- A 62-year-
old homeowner, his girlfriend and 
his shotgun teamed up to stop a 
knife-wielding home-invader Friday 
morning in Centralia, according to the 
Lewis County Sheriff’s Office.

According to the Sheriff’s Office, 
the homeowner and his girlfriend 
were in their living room in the 2900 
block of Little Hanaford Road shortly 
before 7:30 a.m. when Sean Ferrel, 
a 43-year-old homeless and likely 
intoxicated man armed with a knife, 
entered through an unlocked sliding 
door.

The homeowner grabbed his shotgun 
while his girlfriend called 911 and told 
Ferrel to get out of his house. But, 
Ferrel pushed the homeowner down 
the porch stairs and into the back-
yard, according to the Sheriff’s Office.

Ferrel reportedly tried to re-enter the 
home only to have the homeowner’s 
girlfriend shove him back onto the 
porch, where he picked up a machete 
belonging to the homeowner.

According to the Sheriff’s Office, the 
homeowner, having recovered from 
his fall down the stairs, hit Ferrel over 
the head with his shotgun and then 
held him at gunpoint until deputies 
arrived.

Welcome to Jackson, Mississippi
Betcha wrong, bucko!
Jackson, MS (Breitbart) - A robber ap-
proached a gentleman in a Jackson, 
Mississippi parking lot on June 20, 
pointed a gun at him and said, “Bet-
cha ain’t got one of these.” 

The would-be victim pulled a gun and 
shot the suspect.

Young punk learns he’s not bulletproof
Dayton, OH  (WHIO) — Security will increase at a Dayton 
store where the owner fatally shot a teenager who, along 
with another suspect, was allegedly trying to rob the busi-
ness at gunpoint Monday.

The death of Isiah Haggins Jr., 16, of Trotwood, was of-
ficially ruled a homicide by the Montgomery County Coro-
ner’s Office. The cause of death was multiple gunshot 
wounds. Dayton police said the teen and another suspect 
entered the Step-N-Style store at 3217 W. Siebenthaler 
Ave. armed with guns and demanded cash. The store 
owner, who’s been robbed before, also had a gun and 
shot Haggins. The second suspect fled on foot, and is still 
at large.

...This robbery is the latest in a string of felony crimes 
committed by juveniles on Dayton’s west side. Dayton po-
lice Sgt. Paul Saunders said they’re set to nearly double 
the number of felony arrests involving juveniles this year. 
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 Freedom’s Forum

GunNews Magazine
The monthly journal of Guns Save Life

John Boch, Editor Emeritus
templar223@comcast.net

John Naese, Editor
johnnaese@frontier.com

Letters, including complaints or commenda-
tions, to the Editor are welcome.  Please, limit 
your letter to 200 words.  We reserve the right 
to edit or refuse publication of any submission.  
Anonymous letters are discouraged. Guest 
columns of 400 words are also welcome on 
timely issues, particularly those related to 
firearms, self-defense or similar topics. Letters 
and guest columns may be sent electronically 
to:  templar223@comcast.net

Or you can mail your letter to:
Guns Save Life, Post Office Box 51, 
Savoy, Illinois 61874

FREEDOM WON’T DIE
by John Boch
The attack on the core beliefs that our nation was 
founded upon has been relentless in recent years.

These same politicians and groups funded by the 
likes of Bloomberg and Soros’ billions would like 
to see Americans stripped of our civil rights.  They 
spread lies and misinformation to confuse and mis-
lead as many low-information people as possible, 
especially when it comes to guns and gun 
rights.

Yet, for all of their sympathetic friends in 
the mainstream media, Hollywood and 
academia, these would-be tyrants still 
haven’t convinced most Americans to sur-
render their freedoms in exchange for the 
promise of temporary security.

In other words, as hard as bad people try, 
freedom just won’t die.

Few would argue that the current Obama 
regime in Washington, aided and abetted 
by like-minded state- and local officials, is 
working overtime to “fundamentally trans-
form” America - and not towards the ideals 
espoused by our Founding Fathers

Even politically disinterested people are 
sitting up and taking notice of what’s happening 
around us.  Few God-fearing, America-loving people 
among us are pleased.  

We’re being over-run on our borders with illegal immi-
grant, our government is illicitly spying on everything, 
both foreign and domestic, and our leaders flout the 
rule of law routinely.

The Obama regime and  friends use the Internal 
Revenue Service to go after their enemies, while our 
money is debased and our national interests be-
trayed.

Despite all that, freedom just won’t die.

How are we holding on?  Regular people like you and 
me, that’s how.  

We represent the “bitter clingers” who know  America 
is the greatest country ever founded thanks to the 
freedom and liberty our countrymen enjoy.

How do we more effectively protect and defend our 
freedoms and liberties?  How are our individual 
voices amplified for greater effect?

Simple.  We join organizations to more effectively 
educate the public and influence policy makers to 
help protect the sacred and affect positive change.

When it comes to the issue we all hold near and dear 
to our hearts - firearm civil rights - the National Rifle 
Association is the big dog on the block at the national 
level, thanks to five million plus members.

Complementing the NRA are the many smaller gun 

rights group who are more attuned to local or region-
al issues.  Local grassroots groups are often agile 
and effective safeguarding and expanding gun rights 
close to your home at the state and local level.

Are you not yet a member?

Join today.

It’s not a lot of money, but the benefits of 
membership will be priceless to you, your 
kids and your grand kids.  Groups like 
Guns Save Life and the Illinois State Rifle 
Association exert their influence at the 
state and local levels, often in ways most 
of its members are completely unaware 
of.

Join these groups today if you’re not 
already a member.  

If you are a member, renew your mem-
bership or upgrade to a life membership.

You don’t have to grab a musket to se-
cure your freedoms like our forefathers 
did to secure theirs.  For that you should 
be thankful.

That doesn’t mean you can sit and watch 
passively from the sidelines and expect freedom to 
triumph over dedicated, relentless opposition.

Freedom isn’t a spectator sport.

John Adams wrote: “Oh posterity, you will never know 
how much it cost us to preserve your freedom. I hope 
that you will make a good use of it. If you do not, I 
shall repent in heaven that I ever took half the pains, 
to preserve it.”

Get involved.  Make a difference.  Help preserve our 
freedom for future generations.
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Dear Mr. President,

by Nick Adams
from The Truth About Guns

You recently hailed “Austra-
lian gun laws”. In doing so, 
you praised a government 
for forcefully removing all 
semi-automatic firearms 
from its populace, you 
admired the banning and 
confiscation of guns. We 
expect to hear that from a 
European leader. But not 
you. You’re the leader of 
America: the world’s first 
free country, the nation that 
has inspired many to be 
free, that has protected the 
freedom of others, that has 
spread more freedom than 
any other. I am an Aus-
tralian and I must set the 
record straight.

The “success” of the 1996 
Australian gun reform is 
a myth. The only thing 
achieved was to take away 
the guns of the law-abiding, 
leaving only the criminals 
armed. Is this what you 
wish for America?

In Australia, if a citizen 

has firearms, the police 
have a right to search their 
property without a warrant 
any time. Does that sound 
like America? The laws 
you praise outlawed the 
Daisy Red Ryder BB Gun 
that my father played with 
as a child. Now you need 
a special permit, gun safe 
and serial number.

For what? There are just 
as many guns on the street 
today. Gun crime is no 
lower. In Australia, mass 
shootings have been a 
rare event. If strict gun 
laws mean no massacres, 
explain Britain’s Cumbria 
shootings, Monkseaton and 
Dunblane. Or [scumbag’s 
name redacted] of Norway?

Gun laws achieve very 
little. Mass shootings are 
about illness, not guns. Any 
other so-called “gun issue”, 
if there are any, is related 
to the breakdown of the 
family, cultural decline and 
the age of entitlement.

The Second Amendment 
defines American excep-
tionalism. It speaks to the 

character of America, and 
reflects why America is 
America. Civilian disar-
mament is based on the 
assumption that people are 
irresponsible (unless they 
work for the government). 
America was founded on 
the opposite premise. Don’t 
make America a namby-
pamby society.

The right to bear arms is 
not wrong nor unnecessary. 
It is:

- the greatest test of genu-
ine freedom,
- the best protection of 
you, your family and your 
property,
- the ultimate deterrent 
against government over-
reach.

The Constitutional right to 
bear arms is pivotal. The 
American idea is a value 
system. If you take away 
the guns of America, you 
take away America.

Mr. President, your country 
is the one the world relies 
on. Right now, it is at a 
tipping point. Forget guns. 
Focus on ending the waste, 
paying back the debt, 
limiting the government 
and axing political correct-
ness. That’s how you’ll get 
America to boomerang.

Your country is the greatest 
in the world, and respect-
fully, Sir, you should stop 
apologizing for it. Keep it 
up, and America will be just 
another European state. 
And that’s not good for 
anyone.

By Michael Lacheta
Originally published at The Truth About 
Guns.  Reprinted here with the author’s 
permission.  Condensed.

Memorial Day weekend was winding to a 
close, the barbeque was over, all the coals 
had burnt out and I found myself on the 
screen porch watching the rain 
and thunderstorms that had 
rolled in with my girlfriend as we 
were finishing the last plate of 
BBQ for the evening.  My train of  
thoughts of our weekend fun and 
the reason for this great holiday 
became derailed when I shifted 
in my chair and felt the weight of 
the firearm on my hip.

“Why?” was all I could think. We 
live in a pretty nice neighbor-
hood, a small rural town, with not 
a whole lot of crime. I wouldn’t 
call it Mayberry, but Mayberry is 
definitely not too distant a cousin 
to our mostly-quiet little Illinois town.

With our state’s newly-enacted CCL laws, 
it’s rare that you will find me unarmed, 
even in my own home. Is it worth it? Do I 
need to be armed every waking moment? 
What about all of the time spent learning 
about OODA loops and watching Personal 
Defense Network videos?  Reading book 
after book on everything from mindset to 
tactics?  The color codes of awareness and 
the constant “what-if” scenarios that I play 
in my mind? (I’d throw the training classes 
and range time in here too but who am I 
kidding? That stuff is just plain fun.) The 
everyday carry gear?  I mean for heaven 
sakes, I keep tourniquets in all our vehicles. 
Has my train run off the tracks?

Odds are — statistics are — that I will never 
have to put any of those things to their in-
tended use. Why do I put myself through all 
the trouble? Life would be so much simpler 
without all the hassle and the hours spent. 
Has all this made me as big a train wreck 
as my thought process?

My answer was right across the table from 
me. The storm had begun to clear and the 
setting sun lit up my girlfriend’s face with 
the most beautiful light and when our eyes 
met I knew why all the hours and effort 
were and still are worth it. It’s all about the 
people I love most in this life.

The cold hard truth is that this world can 
be a dark place and even with a concealed 
carry license we are potential victims.  We 
don’t get to choose a time or place to be 
attacked.  We don’t get to pick the weather 
or situation.  Criminals don’t care if we had 
a bad day and just want to be left alone or 
even if were just an innocent bystander who 
happened to be in the wrong place at the 
wrong time.  Or any other circumstance for 
that matter.

The only thing that we do get to choose is 
how prepared we are going to be. What 
level of skill we will attain and maintain 
with our firearm. And, in my opinion, most 
importantly, how well we will use situational 
awareness and how vigilant we will be at 
maintaining Condition Yellow.

A saying that has really stuck with me is 

this, “We do not rise to the level of our ex-
pectations but rather we fall to the level of 
our training.” I whole-heartedly agree. 

So why would I not do everything in my 
power to prepare myself for the very real, 
though statistically slim chance that I may 
be forced to defend myself or loved ones?

I also came to the realization that I really do 
enjoy all of these things. Most of the books 
are fascinating and crammed full of great 
information. There are so many good train-
ing videos and sites out there that I could 
quite literally spend years watching them 
trying to soak up all the information. And 
who doesn’t love a new piece of gear and 
the opportunity to try it out at the range or a 
training course?

Chance favors the prepared and many of 
the things I love to do help me be as pre-
pared as possible for the worst case sce-
narios. They point me down the right track 
of defending my own life and in becoming a 
sheepdog to keep the wolves away. These 
efforts also make me realize how little I 
really know and that I have a long road 
ahead. I must never stop being a student or 
improving my skills by any means available. 
All the OODAs and hours, all the reading 
and trigger time and everything in-between 
are just all part of the vigilance that is a 
necessary part of being ready for whatever 
life may have in store.

So when doubt and statistical logic start 
to tell me that I have nothing to fear, and 
human nature tells me that the effort is too 
great, all that’s needed is a gentle reminder 
that today could be the day that I’m forced 
to defend myself or the ones I hold closest 
to my heart. 

I can look into the eyes of my family and my 
friends, of my young niece and nephews 
and believe, without a doubt, that all my 
hours and efforts behind the gun have been 
worth it.  

I will continue to do whatever it takes to be 
able to wake up on all of my tomorrows and 
look into the eyes of the people that make 
my life worth living. Because today may be 
the day I am forced to defend myself.

Mike Lacheta is an NRA certified instruc-
tor, a Utah BCI approved instructor and an 
Illinois CCL instructor who was born and 
raised in Illinois. As an avid deer hunter 
and shooter, he enjoys spending his time in 
pursuit of the knowledge and skills in these 
areas.  He currently resides in Momence, a 
small town outside of Kankakee, IL.

Thoughts on why I train and carry

Tyranny	often	follows	gun	bans,	confiscations
ISIS, the radical islamist group on the verge of taking over Iraq, announced their new 
rules for residents of the regions they control.

On the very short list of edicts:  No public gatherings will be allowed.  

And no guns.

Civilians in Iraq have been allowed to have a rifle in their homes since shortly after 
the Americans rolled in and deposed Saddam Hussein and dismanted his weapons of 
mass distruction.

Now that ISIS is running 
the show, possession 
of a gun by civilians is 
punished by death - as 
this man was about to 
discover the hard way.

Tyrants, like the so-
called men of ISIS, 
prefer their subjects to 
be unarmed.  It makes 
implementation of tyr-
anny much easier.
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News shorts

URBANA AMERICAN LEGION POST 71
and

SONS OF AMERICAN LEGION
SQUADRON 71

Supporting Our Troops &
Our 2nd Amendment Rights

Urbana American Legion Post 71
107 N. Broadway Ave.

Urbana, IL 61801
(217)367-3121

Open Daily 10 am to 2 am. 
THE PUBLIC IS WELCOME!

$100.00 off Banquet rental for GSL members.

Michael Bloomberg:  
“In Colorado, we got a law passed. 
The NRA went after two or three state 
Senators in a part of Colorado where 
I don’t think there’s roads.  It’s as far 
rural as you can get...”

Remington settles Model 700 
rifle	case
(Helena, MT Independent Record) - The 
Remington Arms Co. has reached a nation-
wide settlement of claims that most of its 
Model 700 bolt-action hunting rifles have a 
defective trigger mechanism — a settlement 
likely to include the recall of millions of the 
popular firearm.

Attorneys for Remington and the plaintiffs in 
the class-action lawsuit against the com-
pany did not respond Monday to requests 
for comment on a “notice of settlement” filed 
last week in federal court in Missouri.

SPECIAL PEOPLE:
Gas station where CCWer 
saves clerk from stabbing 
attack bans weapons
Lumberton, Mississippi (Guns Save Life) - 
In March of this year, a Mississippi con-
cealed carry licensee happened to stop into 
the local Chevron station where he saw a 
man stabbing the female store manager 
repeated.

He drew his gun and held the robber for 
police.  The robber simply never had things 
explained to him that way before.

Fast forward to this summer.  In recent 
weeks, the store’s owners have posted the 
store “no weapons”, virtually guaranteeing 
the next store employee being stabbed to 
death won’t be saved by the good fortune of 
a concealed carry licensee walking in.

Gawker commenter RidgeR5:  “Yes, f*ck 
the NRA for killing these people!  The NRA 
needs to be arrested and put to death for 
murdering the innocents!

Gawker commenter Amyas Leigh:  Funny 
joke, but I sure wouldn’t mind seeing a few 
NRA top dogs dangling from streetlamps for 
the role they play in gun crime in America.

Gawker commenter Kenny Liamastine:  
Truer words have never been spoken.  
Thanks for putting it so clearly.

Thor Backus via Facebook:  Death to 
the NRA!  Here’s the logic: If someone had 
killed Hitler when he was a young man, how 
many lives would have been saved?  Kill 
the NRA now to save future lives.   Slap,He 
who lives by the gun, dies by the gun.

Rick Barnaby via Facebook:  The NRA 
should be considered a domestic terror-
ist organization & held accountable for its 
actions!

Tolerance of diversity on guns?

Buddy of Bloomberg Ray 
Nagin gets ten years
(Examiner) - Ray Nagin, the former 
mayor of New Orleans on whose watch 
the post-Hurricane Katrina gun grab was 
launched and then stopped by a federal 
lawsuit filed by the Second Amendment 
Foundation and National Rifle Associa-
tion, was sentenced today to ten years in 
prison on charges of corruption during his 
administration.
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Guns Save Life | Pontiac

Terrance c. Sullivan, managing broker

Lyons-suLLivan ReaLty, inc.
321 W. madiSon STreeT, PonTiac, il 61764 
office 815-842-1400 | direcT 815-674-6299 

LyonssuLLivanReaLty.com

The GSL host site Pontiac VFW Post 886 
offered a delicious pre-meeting meal of 
Baked Chicken Dish

Pontiac regional coordinator John Gahm 
opened the July meeting with the Pledge of 
Allegiance, then asked all Veterans to stand 
and be recognized. More than half of the 
60 attendees were Veterans. There were 5 
new guests.

John Gahm gave the Presidents message, 
updating members with the latest news and 
information from GSL’s central command.

Mr. Gahm then spoke about new gun rights 
that went into effect July 1 for Indiana, Kan-
sas and Georgia.  All were big wins for gun 
rights and gun owners!

Also added that No Gun Cards are avail-
able.

Our main speaker was Joe Miller of the 
Central Illinois Precision Shooters club whih 
owns a new youth training and shooting 
range west of Bloomington at Darnall’s. 

Joe spoke about the youth shooting pro-
gram and displayed a Walther Alumatec 
LG 300 XT Precision Air Rifle valued at 
$3,100.   The gun is a tack-driving monster 
for Olympic-level competitors.

John Gahm talked about the recently ap-
proved ISP paper CCW application pro-
cess. He noted any GSL member needing 
assistance submitting their should ask him 
or any GSL board member for help.

Stephen Stuart owner of 10-8 Outfitters 
spoke about the new C. I. Shooting Sports 
16 lane indoor range in Normal, Illinois.  It’s 
going to be 26,000 square feet of firearm 
retail and indoor shooting range space.

South Post Guns in Streator provided a 
EAA Windicator 357 Pistol,  John Wolf of 
Pontiac was the winner.

Decatur Gun Show is July 19th & 20th, 9:00 
am - 5:00 pm at Decatur Civic Center 

Pontiac August gun drawing is a Ruger LCP 
380 provided by Big R, Pontiac.

Our next meeting is Tuesday, August 5th.

Look who won!
Big John Wolf won the gun at the July 1st 
Pontiac GSL meeting!  Just in time for 
Independence Day!  Congratulations John.  
He’s pictured here with Pontiac’s regional 
coordinator John Gahm on the right.

Stephen Stewart, above, proprietor of the 
new mega-gun store and indoor shooting 
range about to open in Normal, IL.  He ad-
dressed the audience at the Pontiac meet-
ing to explain the status on the construction 
and what the facilty will offer.  (Photo is from 
June’s GSL Rantoul meeting after a techni-
cal issue with the July meeting photo.)

Central Illinois Precision Shooters’ Coach 
Joe Miller shows off one of their Olympic 
competition tack-driving rifles.  You don’t 
want to know how much those sell for.

Niles Zoning Commission approves pistol range and 
gun shop despite Moms Demand Action objections
(Illinois State Rifle Association) – The shrill voice of extremism echoed through the 
halls of the Niles Community Center on Monday night as the Bloomberg Moms tried 
without success to block a special use permit that would allow a pistol range and 
gun shop to open in an industrial area of the village.

In the end, the voice of reason prevailed with the zoning commission sending the 
application ahead to the full village council by a 5-2 vote.

Of the 250 or so people who packed the community center meeting room, about 
75% appeared to be in favor of permitting the shop/range. What the Moms lacked 
in numbers they made up for with nonsense. It wasn’t good enough for the Moms to 
spout their familiar and tired repertoire of unsubstantiated claims against private fire-
arms ownership. No, the Moms sunk to new depths – launching a campaign of lies 
and innuendo about the qualifications and character of the entrepreneurs seeking to 
open the shop/range facility.

On the other hand, supporters of the shop/range proposal testified with facts show-
ing that the range and gun shop would be a great benefit to the community in terms 
of educational opportunities, jobs and tax revenues. Supporters of the proposal also 
debunked the Moms’ claim that the opening of the shop/range facility would endan-
ger school children in the village.

Anyone in attendance at the meeting Monday night received an excellent lesson 
in what the Moms are truly all about. Once the Moms began testifying, it became 
abundantly clear that they believe that government should be shutting down ranges 
and shops – not allowing for the opening of new facilities. It was evident that, even 
if this range was being proposed for opening on a desert island, the Moms would 
rise in protest. The Moms proved themselves once again to be one of those groups 
that hate guns and the people who own them. It was evident to all who attended the 
meeting that the Moms are less interested in stemming so-called “gun violence” and 
more interested in abolishing your right to keep and bear arms.

Thanks go out to all of the supporters who turned out in Niles on Monday night. The 
great show of support was appreciated by the entrepreneurs who have applied for 
the special use permit to open the shop/range. However, this was just one of many 
battles that must be won if the shop is to open. The next milestone is winning ap-
proval of the full village council. The date for that vote has not been set. When the 
ISRA learns of the date, an alert containing instructions will be distributed.
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Tawaskote Longrifles
Annual Rendezvous

August 15, 16 & 17

Multiple matches, activities for the kids.  Primative 
camping available on site, including primative facili-
ties, Firewood provided, bring your own water.  Pre-
1840 attire appreciated.

by Marsha Mohr

On July 10th, a man assaulted two women 
on Navy Pier in a senseless, vicious attack 
in a supposedly “safe” part of Chicago.  The 
attack left both women hospitalized.

Violence in the Windy City is nothing new, 
but the Mayor and media reacted in a new 
way. They didn’t call for weapons bans and 
they didn’t ask for background checks even 
though he was mentally ill. 

The weapon he used? A hammer. 

You see violence doesn’t originate with the 
weapon, it originates with the person. He 
had no gun, yet he’s still been charged with 
assault with a deadly weapon.

This is the exact reason why gun control 
will never stop violence. Blaming guns for 
violence is like blaming whips, chains and 
shackles for slavery. 

It’s not the hardware, it’s the attitude behind 
the use of the hardware. 

Slavery wasn’t abolished by outlawing 
chains. It was abolished by changing the 
attitude of the nation. We still have chains, 
yet no slavery. 

The root of violence is attitude, and failure 
to address the attitude will only allow the 
violence to grow.

The truth is the violence won’t change until 
the excuses go away.  Blaming the weapon, 
poverty, single parenthood, or lack of op-
portunity because of one’s race is excusing 
the offenders. 

Abraham Lincoln was poor, and had a gun, 
yet he worked for an education, and be-
came president.  Bill Clinton was poor and 
the child of a single mother, yet he became 
president. Barak Obama is a minority, yet 
he is president. There go the three biggest 
excuses used for bad behavior. 

Crime and violence isn’t caused by those 
factors.  It’s caused by poor choices. Until 
thugs are held responsible for bad choices, 
violence will continue to grow.

But politicians and activists take the easy 
way out. Blame the guns and you get air 
time. 

Tell people their attitudes and choices are 
causing the problem and you don’t get 

votes or donations. 

Blame the thug and you get called insensi-
tive, racist, a bigot. 

Well I’m pretty sure it’s racist and bigoted to 
not expect everyone to behave with basic 
decency. To claim someone can’t be a good 
citizen because of their circumstances is to 
reduce their humanity to being defined by 
their economic status.

Merriam-Webster defines bigot: a person 
who is obstinately or intolerantly devoted 
to his or her own opinions and prejudices; 
especially :  one who regards or treats the 
members of a group (as a racial or ethnic 
group) with hatred and intolerance. 

To believe someone cannot behave in a 
civilized manner based solely on their racial 
or economic status is textbook bigotry - the 
bigotry of low expectations. 

To excuse one’s behavior based on this 
status is further bigotry. Blaming bystanders 
(namely legal gun owners) is also evidence 
of prejudiced bigotry. In reality, the failure 
to call out the culture of violence, instead 
blaming inanimate weapons as the cause, 
is the ultimate in bigotry, and it’s time it 
stopped. 

Hold thugs accountable, no matter their 
background, and address the root of the 
problem. Until the root is pulled, the vio-
lence will continue to grow.

The bigotry of low expectations
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Liberty Guns  
“We have expanded!”

307 East Second Street * Homer, IL
217 896-8024

e-mail:  drothermel at gunssavelife.com
Tues. through Fri. 2p-5p, Sat. 10-5p. 
If no answer, call: Dean:  217-377-3326

Area’s largest Pro-Shot dealer since 1987.

Full-line gun shop
* Reloading supplies & equipment.
* New, used, consignments wel-
come.
* We’ve got ammo.  
* Now offering Internet sales of 
your consignments.
* Did we mention guns?  We’ve 
got ‘em and special orders are 
welcome.

In Homer on Route 49, turn east at 
the Marathon station and go 1 1/2 
blocks.  We’re on the south side of 

the road.  
Next door to the American Legion.  

Ammo is coming back!
400+ guns in stock!

Lots of Rugers, Glocks and 
Springfield Armory pistols in stock.

Double-tap Derringers arrived!
Come see our growing retail space!

New shipment has arrived 
from Berry’s Bullets!
Come see us soon!

Guns Save Life members are outstanding 
in confronting false and misleading informa-
tion where ever they see it in addition to 
challenging businesses posting “no guns” 
signage.  In mid-July, The Ottawa Times 
published some incorrect information stat-
ing that you cannot purchase a firearm as 
a gift for another person.  Member Mike 
McBride noticed this and called them on it 
in a very well-written letter.

Here it is:

by Michael McBride Jr. 

You had the following question and incor-
rect answer in the Ottawa Times’ “Ask The 
Times” segment.

Q. May I purchase a gun for someone 
as a gift?
A.  Not according to federal law. Feder-
ally licensed gun dealers are required 
to have customers fill out a form saying 
they are the actual purchaser.

Form 4473 is what you fill out when you 
purchase a gun, and it clearly states on 
page 4 -

Question 11.a. Actual Transferee/Buyer: 
For purposes of this form, you are the ac-
tual transferee/buyer if you are purchas-
ing the firearm for yourself or otherwise 
acquiring the firearm for yourself (e.g., 
redeeming the firearm from pawn/retriev-
ing it from consignment, firearm raffle 
winner).

You are also the actual transferee/buyer 
if you are legitimately purchasing the 
firearm as a gift for a third party. 

ACTUAL TRANSFEREE/BUYER EX-
AMPLES: Mr. Smith asks Mr. Jones to 
purchase a firearm for Mr. Smith. Mr. 
Smith gives Mr. Jones the money for the 
firearm. Mr. Jones is NOT THE ACTUAL 
TRANS- FEREE/BUYER of the firearm 
and must answer ?NO? to question 11.a. 
The licensee may not transfer the firearm 
to Mr. Jones. 

However, if Mr. Brown goes to buy a 
firearm with his own money to give to 
Mr. Black as a present, Mr. Brown is the 
actual transferee/buyer of the firearm and 

should answer “YES” to question 11.a. 

However, you may not transfer a firearm 
to any person you know or have reason-
able cause to believe is prohibited under 
18 U.S.C. § 922(g), (n), or (x). Please 
note: EXCEPTION: If you are picking up 
a repaired firearm(s) for another person, 
you are not required to answer 11.a. and 
may proceed to question 11.b. 

The recent Supreme Court decision was a 
different situation.  A former police officer, 
able to get a law enforcement discount, 
took money from a relative in another state 
to purchase a gun for him at the discounted 
price.  He received the check from his rela-
tive before he ever went to purchase the 
gun.  This is not acceptable and is consid-
ered a straw purchase even though both 
paties were legally allowed to purchase 
firearms.

I would appreciate a correction, as there 
is enough misinformation out there about 
guns the way it is.  

Thank you.

Guns Save Life members make a difference
Correcting a local newspaper’s faulty information about gun 
purchase legalities

The Ottawa Times newspaper office in Ot-
tawa, IL.

Security for me, but not for thee
Moms Demand Armed Security

Moms Demand Action Armed Security march across the Brooklyn Bridge for a 
publicity stunt earlier this summer.  Seems MDA doesn’t go anywhere without armed 
security while demanding everyday Americans - those without a billionaire to bankroll 
their own private, armed security - to surrender their security.

Photo via GunMart Blog.
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Space is available for advertisements in GunNews 
Magazine.  The current circulation is now 19,000 copies, 
distributed mostly in Illinois.  SIGN UP NOW.  

Ad rates Once    5+ times       One year 
Full page  $250 $200 $150  ($1800 total)
Half page $150 $125 $100    ($1200 total)
Quarter   $100 $80 $65   ($780 total)
Eighth  $65 $50 $40   ($480 total)
Sixteenth $40 $35 $25    ($300 total)
Columns are 12” tall and 2.4” wide.  

Guaranteed four-color ad placement is twice the normal 
rate, as space permits.

Deadline
The first Friday of the month preceding publication.

Ad Submissions
Ideally, ad should be in electronic format or camera / scan-
ner ready.  If in electronic format, Adobe InDesign (3.0) is 
strongly preferred, although a high-quality Adobe .pdf will 
work.  They can be submitted via email to templar223 at 
comcast.net or via CD or DVD to GunNews, PO Box 51, 
Savoy, Illinois 61874.  

If not in electronic format or camera ready, submit a basic 
description of what the ad should look like (business name, 
address, phone, product lines, prices, hours, message, 
etc) and we will put an ad together for you.

 

Advertising Information

Coming events  -- to add your event, email johnnaese at frontier.net

UPCOMING EVENTS - July 2014
 

Appleseed
Aug. 2 & 3 - Aurora Sportmen’s Club, 
Waterman, IL. Dave Schur, 630-544-
1431
Aug. 9 & 10 - McLean, IL., Holland 
Farm, John Naese, johnnaese@frontier.
com, 217-840-0246.
Aug. 30 & 31 - Effingham, IL, Effingham 
Co. Sportsman’s Club.  Lyle Kruger, 
lekruger@frontiernet.net. 
 
For info about these Appleseed events 
you can go to: www.appleseedinfo.org; 
or email IL@appleseedinfo.org; or call 
618-458-7745.
 

United	States	Riflemen’s	Assn.
Aug. 16 - Introduction to Defensive 
Handgun, Bonfield, IL
Aug. 17 - Introduction to Tactical Car-
bine, Waterman, IL.
Aug. 30 - American Marksman Clinic, 
Chillicothe, IL.
Aug. 31 - Introduction to Tactical Car-
bine, Chillicothe, IL. 
 
For more information, schedules, re-
quired equipment, and prerequisites visit 
the website at www.usrifleman.org or 
call 1-847-920-USRA(8772)
 

Danville	Rifle	and	Pistol	Club
Steel Plate Challenge Match - 3rd 
Saturday of each month, March through 
December (weather permitting).  Larry 
Pasquale, 217-443-2050, l.pasquale@
drpc-danville.com. 
Bullseye Shoot, 5 pm every Wednes-
day thru the last Wednesday in August.  
d.burwash@drpc-danville.com. 
Range website is www.drpc-danville.
com/
 

Foosland Sportsmens Club
Aug. 8 - Friday night Trap shoot, 6 pm.
Aug. 20- Bulls Eye Pistol 101, 5:30 pm 
- 8 pm.
Aug. 22 - Friday night Trap shoot, 6 pm.   
Aug. 23 & 24 - IDNR Hunter Safety 
Class.
For info: www.fooslandsportsmen sclub.
com, Waylena McCulley, waystar@
gmail.com, 217-840-0972.
 

Leroy	Rifle	and	Pistol	Club
Every Thursday Evening, 4pm to 9pm - 
50 bird Trap Derby. Dick Mill er, 309-962-
8102 rcmillerir2001@vahoo.com
Aug. 3 - Black Powder Shoot, 1 pm; 
Susie Hulvey, 217-935-6804; blackpow-
der@leroyrifleandpistolclub.org.
Aug. 9 - .22 rimfire shoot,  Monte 
Mathews, 217-935-6928; rimfire@leroy-
rifleandpistolclub.org.
Aug. 17 - Bullseye Pistol - NRA Sanc-
tioned, Dick Miller coordinator 309-962-
8102. pistol@lerpyrifleandpistolclub.org. 
Aug. 24 - CMP Highpower, 8 am, Jeff 
Porter, 217-493-1041. 

 
St. Joseph Sportsman’s Club
Every Wed (5-10p) & Sat. (noon-4) - 
Trap and skeet shooting, open to the 
public. stjosephsportsmanclub@gmail.
com; or
Call (217) 469-2768. 
 
Westville Sportsmans Club 
Every Wednesday: Trapshooting Prac-
tice open to the public 6-10pm.  Every 
Saturday:  Trapshooting Games open to 
the public 6-10pm.  Kitchen open both 
nights.  Rifle and Pistol Range open to 
members only during daylight hours.  
$55.00 single/$75.00 family yearly 
memberships available.  nuthinbutdust@
yahoo.com / 217-267-2612.

 

Darnall’s GunWorks and Ranges, 
Bloomington, IL

Tuesday through Sunday, Trap shoot-
ing and indoor pistol range open to the 
public 9 am until closing. 
Every Tuesday and Wednesday, NRA 
First Steps pistol, 6:30 pm. 
For information about events, call 
Darnall’s at 309-379-4331, or see www.
darnalls.com. 
 

ISRA	Range,	Bonfield,	IL
Aug. 9 - NRA / ISRA Youth Shooting 
Camp, ISRA Range, Bonfield, IL.  (For 
girls and boys ages 10-14), 8:00 AM 
to 5:00 PM.  $40.00 per child: Includes 
lunch, use of firearms, ammunition and 
targets.   Activities: .22 Pistol and Rifle, 
Shotgun, Black Powder and Archery. 
Aug. 10 - ISRA Springfield League Pistol 
Shoot
Aug. 17 - ISRA Bullseye League, Jeff 
Battaglia, 708-614-1628. 
Aug. 24 - ISRA Glock League
For information about these events, see 
www.isra.org, or call the ISRA office at 
815-635-3198. 
 
MEETINGS
Aug. 4 - Sangamon County Rifle Assn. 
Meeting, at 6:30 p.m. at KC Banquet 
Hall, 2200 S. Meadowbrook Road, 
Springfield, IL.  Don Gwinn, 217-502-
2452; dongwinn@thefiringline.com. 
Aug. 5 - GSL Pontiac Meeting, VFW, 
Pontiac, IL. Conversation and Dinner, 
6pm; Meeting 7pm. John Gahm, 815-
848-1252, jgahm@mchsi.com. 
Aug. 7 - Peoria GSL Meeting, Peoria 
Pizza Works, 3921 N. Prospect, Peoria 
Heights, IL. Dinner and conversation, 

5:30 p.m.; Meeting 7 p.m. Steve Schnur-
busch at steve_schnurbusch@
hotmail.com
Aug. 7 - GSL South Meeting, Effingham 
Sportsmen’s Club, 5:30 pm social hour, 
7 pm meeting.  Don Huskey, 217-821-
8311.  Don@AllAmericanGunSite.com. 
Aug. 12 - Guns Save Life Meeting, 
usually in Rantoul, but this month at the 
Fluid Events Center, 601 N. Country Fair 
Drive, Champaign, IL.  John Boch, 217 
649-3702; templar223@comcast.net.
 

Gun Shows
Aug. 16 & 17 - New Berlin Gun Show, 
Sangamon Co. Fairgrounds, New Berlin, 
IL.  Rick Thrasher, 217-416-0618. 
Aug. 23 & 24 - Belleville Gun Show, 
Belle-Clair Fairgrounds, Belleville, IL.  
618-495-2572. 
 

Friends of NRA Events
Aug. 4 - Tri-State Friends of NRA, Pink 
Tavern, Lomax, IL.  Dorn & Sally Luder, 
217-852-3371, tristatefnra@gmail.com. 
Aug. 6 - Northbrook Friends of NRA, 
Northbrook Sports Club, Hainesville, 
IL.  Pete McCarthy, 847-367-5718, nsc.
fnra@gmail.com. 
Aug. 7 - Kaskaskia River Valley Friends 
of NRA, Stewardson Community Build-
ing, Stewardson, IL.  James McDonald, 
217-825-3982, mcfarm1965@yahoo.
com. 
Aug. 9 - Mt. Vernon Area Friends of 
NRA, Holiday Inn, Mt. Vernon, IL.   Jo-
seph Brown, 618-407-0088, mediajoe@
hotmail.com. 
Aug. 16 - Heart of Illinois Friends of 
NRA, Itoo Society Banquet Hall, Peoria, 
IL.   Mike & Linda Smith, 309-676-6241, 
heartofillinoisfnra@gmail.com. 
Aug. 18 -  Windy City Friends of NRA, 
Café Zalute & Retro Bar, Rosemont, IL.   
815-652-0033, windycityfnra@gmail.
com. 
Aug. 21 - Lincoln Trail Friends of NRA, 
Eagles Club, Mattoon, IL.   Jeff Thomp-
son, 217-348-1723, medic190@aim.
com. 
Aug. 23 - Riverbend Friends of NRA, KC 
Hall, Carrollton, IL.  Bob Whitworth, 618-
498-9504, jimc@whgins.com. 
 

Other Events of Interest
Aug. 2 - South Suburban Police Pistol 
League, Midlothian, IL, 30 round 
Bullseye Pistol matches.  Norm Pestlin, 
708-532-4743. 
Aug. 14 - ISRA Town Hall meeting, 7 pm, 
Diplomat West Banquet Hall, Elmhurst, 
IL.  815-635-3198. 
Aug. 16 & 17 - Youth / Women’s Wing-
shooting Clinic, Shabonna Lake State 
Park, DeKalb County, IL.  815-758-2773
Aug. 23 - Bullseye Pistol Match, Aurora 
Sportsmens Club, Waterman, IL. 
Aug. 23  & 24 - Hunters Wingshooting 
Clinic, Decatur Gun Club, Decatur, IL.  
217-855-1027. 

Committee Chairs

Range Development 
committee
Dean Rothermel
drothermel@gunssavelife.
com   
(217) 834-3093

GunNews Distribution 
Warren Drake 
wdrake@gunssavelife.com
217-898-9602 

GunNews Editor 
(Submit ideas, articles, 
pictures, shoot schedules, 
letters to the editor)
John Boch
217 649-3702
21 Brookshire Green
Bloomington, IL 61704
templar223@comcast.net

Website
www.gunssavelife.com

Guns Save Life.com 
Mailing Address 
(for general 
correspondence and 
memberships)
Guns Save Life
PO Box 51
Savoy, IL   61874

Pontiac Coordinator:
John Gahm
jgahm@mchsi.com
815 848-1252

Effingham Coordinator:
Dave Clark, Coordinator
dave@xringcustom.com
217-849-3353

Peoria Coordinator:
Steve Schnurbusch
steve_schnurbusch@
hotmail.com
573 768-2450

CONTACT US:
GunNews@
GunsSaveLife.com.
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217 259-2496

John Naese
johnnaese@frontier.com
217 840-0246

Dean Rothermel
drothermel@gunssavelife.
com
217 834-3093

Steve Schnurbusch
steve_schnurbusch@
hotmail.com
573-768-2450 
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NO GUNS Signage
Dealing with them.
Challenging them.
Getting rid of them.

Good news!
More signs come down!
In recent weeks, more signs have come 
down from major and not-so-major com-
mercial locations as store owners and 
managers are made aware of the truth 
about “NO GUNS” signs and the risks 
they pose for customers and employees 
alike - and their bottom line as gun own-
ers avoid posted businesses and take 
their money elsewhere.

What you can do to challenge signs and help get rid of them
When you notice a business posted “NO 
GUNS” the best and most important 
thing you can do is to avoid doing 
business with them.  Money talks like 
little else.

If you are 
up for it, 
walk in and 
present the 
owner or 
manager a 
“No guns = No money” card and explain 
that their sign prohibits card-carrying good 
guys like yourself from entering their store 
and spending money there.  At the same 
time, it does nothing to prohibit the street 
criminal carrying a gun into their store.  Be 
polite - you’re representing almost two mil-
lion gun owners in your demeanor.

Even better than presenting a card in 
person is to do your business at a nearby 
competitor then return to the posted 
business and present them a “No guns 
= No money” card AND the receipt from 

spending at a competitor.  That will speak 
louder than words.  Almost as good (and 
probably more convenient for you) would 
be to write a short, one-page letter to 
the business explaining how they lost 
your business and why you spent at their 
competitor.  Don’t forget to enclose those 
receipts!
If their sign is non-compliant, you don’t 
need to tell them.  A non-compliant sign 
does not carry the force of law and if you 

proudly point out to the business owner 
that their posting is defective, you may be 
setting up a carry licensee for a criminal 
charge at a future time if they later post an 
approved sign.  

We have noticed your sign, and will respect your wishes

BY DOING BUSINESS ELSEWHERE.

* Criminals will seek unarmed victims to attack, so the sign some thought would keep their 
customers and employees safer is in reality only increasing the risk of violence.
* Every multiple death mass public shooting rampage since the 1950s, except one, has oc-
curred in a designated “No Guns” zone.
*  It’s discriminatory against law-abiding good guys, much as a “No Jews” or “No Blacks” 
signage would be improper and discriminatory against those individuals.
*  Criminals don’t obey rules, laws or signs.  Only the law-abiding, card-carrying good guys 
are required to leave their legal guns behind.
*  The signs alienate millions of law-abiding gun owners.  Why alienate potential customers?

  FACTS ABOUT THOSE RISKY “NO GUNS” SIGNSGood guys take “NO GUNS” signs down:

Where can I get those 
“No Guns” cards?
Guns Save Life furnishes new mem-
bers with a few “No Guns” cards with 
their membership materials.  If you 
need additional cards, mail a self-ad-
dressed, stamped envelope to:

Guns Save Life
PO Box 51
Savoy, IL 61874-0051

Cards are available 4 / $1 to cover our 
printing costs.

We have noticed your sign, and will respect your wishes

BY DOING BUSINESS ELSEWHERE.
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Renew or sign up for a new 
one-year membership in 
Guns Save Life (form on back 
cover), and you can sign up a 
second individual for an an-
nual membership for only $10 
more.  

They will enjoy full member-
ship privileges in Guns Save 

Life, including delivery of 
GunNews to their mailbox 
each month.  Limited time of-
fer.  Enroll now!  No limit on 
this deal.  For example:  sign 
up for a three-year member-
ship or renewal, you can sign 
up three new members for 
$10 each.

A SCREAMING GOOD DEAL:

Sign up a friend for only $10 more...

 

Join Guns Save Life
Name

Address

City                                                                     State             ZIP

Telephone (for urgent alerts only)                      E-mail

Dues:

Donations:

Is this a gift membership?  If so, from whom:

_______   $30 - Annual membership
_______   $10 - Sign up a friend bonus
            (with a regular annual membership)
_______   $90 - Three-year membership
_______ $1000 - Life Membership 
_______  $500 - Life Membership Age 65+

_______   Legal Defense Fund donation
_______   Range Acquisition Fund donation
_______   Burma-style Sign Fund donation

_______    Total Enclosed

We encourage anyone who supports civil rights, particularly the civil right of 
self-defense to join with us in our battle to retain and restore our civil rights.  

Clip this application and mail it along with your check to 
GunsSaveLife.com, PO Box 51, Savoy, IL 61874.   Thanks!

Do you like GunNews?

Would you like it delivered to your 
house each month?

Join the family today.  It’s just $30 
each year and that allows us to 
continue our good work, including 
publication of GunNews each month.

Membership has its privileges.

*  Discounts at some gun shops

*  Guns save Life is a CMP-eligible 
club.  Visit thecmp.org to see how you 
can order an M1 Garand rifle for $495 
to $695.

*  GunNews mailed to your house 
each month.  No more hoping some-
one dropped them off at your favorite 
sporting goods shop or restaurant.

*  Discounts on products and ser-
vices from the club and its mem-
bers.  Members get it cheaper.

*  Pride of ownership in our famous 
highway signs.  Yes, you may call 
them “your own” when telling friends 
about them.

Join the family today.  Welcome 
home!

JOIN THE GUNS SAVE LIFE 
FAMILY TODAY.

SIGN UP HERE.

Join Guns Save Life today.
Get GunNews delivered to your mailbox each month!•	
Stay up to date on the latest news and information about •	
gun rights in Illinois and beyond.
Learn how to better protect yourself and your familyNet-•	
work with like-minded, pro-gun folks.
Support freedom and liberty.  •	
Defend your right to defend yourself.•	

GUN LIABILITY 
INSURANCE 

for Illinois Concealed Carry license holders

Don’t Get Caught On The Wrong Side Of The Law 
Without Adequate Protection

• Civil Liability 
• Personal Liability
• Criminal Defense 
  Reimbursement

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON THIS UNIQUE PRODUCT VISIT:
www.insuremygunliability.com or gunliability@spriska.com

Who Needs Gun Owners
Liability Coverage?

Gun Liability Insurance 
is designed for 

concealed carry license 
holders who want to 

protect their assets and 
their freedom.

Back through the years
From the July 2004 Guns Save Life meeting

A pair of heroes were at the July 2004 GSL meeting.  Left, Richard Quint was a D-Day 
participant survivor, and Earl Riggins survived the sinking of the USS Indianapolis.


