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Sept. 2010 Meeting
Tuesday, Sept. 14th

Knights of Columbus Hall
1001 N. Ohio
Rantoul, IL 61866
N 40°19.447’   W 88°09.347’

Dinner, conversation, exhibits at 6 
p.m. Meeting at 7 p.m.

C’mon out and join us!
The public is encouraged to attend!  

Good food and good friends.  
It’s fun too!

ALWAYS ON THE SECOND TUESDAY.

In this issue:

August 2010 Meeting Business	 2
Main Speakers			   3
Appleseed in Danville		  4
Sangamon County News		  6+
NRA Youth Camp photos		 11
News from North of I-80		  12
ARMED AMERICAN		  14
Pick the correct load for shotgun	 15
Freedom’s Forum		  16
Freedom’s Hall of Shame		 18
News shorts			   19
Product Reviews		  20
INFORMATION PAGE		  23 	
Membership Enrollment form	 24

Master Firearms Instructor James Hagearty III coaches one of the young camp-
ers at the 16th Annual NRA Youth Shooting Camp held August 4-8, 2010 in 
Bloomington, IL at Darnall’s GunWorks and Ranges.  Approximately 75 youth 
participated, including over 35 first-time campers.   For more photos on the 
event, turn to pages 10-11.

by John Boch
Urbana, IL (Guns Save Life) - Antique 
Treasure Hunter’s Roadshow sounds a 
lot like the PBS Television program An-
tique Roadshow doesn’t it?  Well, that’s 
what one of our Guns Save Life mem-
bers thought when he saw the full-page 
advertisements that looked like news 
articles on top of more conventional 
advertisements in the local Champaign-
Urbana newspaper touting the event 
coming to the Holiday Inn Conference 
Center in Urbana, IL in August 2010.

Our member, who is an avid antique Colt 
firearm collector, wanted to get an ap-
praisal on a couple of his pieces that he 
had purchased a few years ago to check 
on any appreciation in value he might 
have enjoyed.

He took a Colt 3rd Model Dragoon, 
valued a few years ago at easily $7000 
and a Model 1851 Navy valued at $3000 
to the “Roadshow Experts” at the Antique 
Treasure Hunter’s Roadshow for that 
examination and appraisal.

“I thought this was going to be just like 
the TV show ‘Antique Roadshow’.  I just 
wanted someone to look at them and 

give me an appraisal,” our member said.  
He gave them the guns to evaluate with-
out revealing his own knowledge of them, 
hoping to learn more about the very rare 
and collectible firearms.

Each of these guns was previously 
researched by Colt’s Historical Research 
Department and issued a letter detailing 
its date of manufacture and when and to 
whom it was initially sold.  Colt’s website 
explains, “we have the unique ability to 
trace your firearm to its origins and not 
only to verify its authenticity but also to 
certify when and to whom it was origi-
nally sold.”

The man examining the guns, described 
in multiple full-page advertisements in 
the local paper as a “Roadshow Expert”, 
carefully looked over both handguns, 
each over 120 years old.  He then 
took them to another man our member 
believed might have been the “head 
honcho”.   When the “expert” returned, 
he explained that the two guns weren’t 
worth very much based upon their condi-
tion and “one he thought was a reproduc-
tion.”

Continued on page 18.

Caveat Emptor at the Antique 
Treasure Hunter’s Roadshow 

Youth Camp Success!


