“WE DEFEND YOUR RIGHT
TO DEFEND YOURSELF.”
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IGOLD - March 10

lllinois Gun Owners Lobby Day - Springfield, lllinois

Goodbye, Mr. Martin

by Paul Vallandigham

We can all agree that we lost

a fine friend, and colleague

on a cold and dreary Monday
morning in January, but we lost
much more.

Gene Martin did tremendous
work in his spare time fighting
for civil rights for all lllinoisans
and frankly, one of the rea-
sons various civil rights groups
throughout lllinois are working
together so well today is a di-
rect result of Mr. Martin’s good
work bringing leaders and key
people together on our shared
goals.

IGOLD - lllinois Gun Owner
Lobby Day - was Gene’s idea.

The lllinois State Rifle Asso-
ciation had sponsored its own
lobby day for years. It usually
turned out a couple of hundred
participants in an somewhat
impressive show that didn’t
involve busing in disinterested
people from outside of Spring-
field attending for their free
meals and some spending
money - or courtesy of the Chi-
cago Public School system.

Mr. Martin suggested organiz-
ing all of the gun rights groups,
internet forums, manufactur-
ers, retailers and others in the
industry to into a “super lobby
day” under the ISRA’s direction

Continued on page 10.
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Gene Martin, father of IGOLD.
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